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I-!e  T,-ko  Tas  knovm  in  life  drt  .itlanta,   Ga.,   as   the  Rev.   James

rfuimstrong,   1ras,   the  `.I,i-is``erers   said,   undoubtedly  Jot-in  .\.'ilkes  Boot3-"

"  Dunfounding  and  incredible  ds  the  assertion  seemed,   it  demand-

ed   i..`ivesbif,.,`ation.   i.t'l-.en  lo:  a  v,'onder  oi-another  kind  \-.ias   revealed.     I?ot

indeed  t}`ie  assassin,   but  a  man  so  lnarvelously  like   Jo}in  'tTilkes  13ooti_  in

bocly  and I.1,ental  traits  th=.t  t`,.i.elve  years  after  riis  sudden  death  tl,e  belief

is  firmly  I-.old  in  a  i_undred  quarters  that  ho  T,-ds  Booth.

" ..md,   str.1nir;er  still,   the  Rev.  T`.2r.    `.rmstrt`.`Ing  well  ]mow  of   this   re-

semblance,   and  in  many  wa:/s.   wit2 out  overtly  saying  so.   allo\'j.ed  tl-j3  1]elief

to  live  t]jat  he  indeed  Tras  the  man  they  thought  he  T7as.     Once  at  a  crisis

t.`,f  his  life.  Tv'hich vras  stony  for  a  minister,  i`,'i,en  asked  by  his  bishop  be-

fore  a,n  ecclesiastical  trial  court,     ll,`Lre  you  John  I,7ilkes  Booth?ll     replied.

•11  am  on  trial  as   James  LLmstrong,   not  as   John  1,7'7ilkes  Booth.n    PI'essed.  fur-

ther,   I;e  refused  to  a,ff im  or  deny.

"  Back  of  the  dreadful  time  Tv'hen  the  clergymn's  double,   John  i.-r7ilkes

Boot2 ,   leaped.   into  &n  accursed  r`jrominence   tj-_e  Rev.   Dr.   Amstrong  riad  been

making  a  i3ersonal  history  t-I.at  .e  \T.rould  not  care   to  see  unveiled.     I-e  w:a.s   in



t2ie  South.     "-lose  who  might  suspect  that  he  mas  Booth  vv`ould  be  less  likely

to  delve  into  that  7]ast  if  trjey  ti-iought  tz]flt  such  delving  would uncover

t]ie  man  wiio,   however madly  and  fatally  for  tke  South  itself,   trad  risked

:;.is  life  in  what  he  tliougl-jther  cause.    Policy,   therefore,  and  the  curious

bent  of  an  unusual  mind  con.joined  to  let  tile  story keep  on  its  way.

"  I.low  is  grew.   how  its  sul'vival  \.fas   so  long  possible.   upon  what

meat  o±.  rumor,   circunsta,nco.   irmuendo  and  Bssurnption  it  fed ma]so  a  remafic-

able  story.    .;.bove  all  is  the  extmordinary  likeness  do`'m  to  minute  details

between  t}ie  two  men--ti`j.e  &otor-assassin  and  t2.`ie  Clergyman-actor--for  I)r.

Armstron§''s  taste  lay  not  toward  tile  pulpit.  but  to\-,ard.  the  stage.    IL'is  voice

was  remar]able  and  his  i_]ersonal  mngenietism  great.    He  organized  amateur  the-

atricals  among  the  young  folk  of  the  iBrigh,  and  his  favorite  plays  were

S.-akespearian.     Before  }ie  died  he  went  on  the  lecture  platform.  and  his

most  remar]able  lectures  were   ''Riohard  111'.'  alrd  ''Eamlet."

"  Ciiicuristantial  evidence  going  to  prove  that  he  iras  Bootn  cropped

up  on  all  sides  dul'ing  his  life  at  .``.tlanta.    Years  after  the  dreadful.  event

of  {ii]ril  14-,   1865,  when  Edwin  Booth.   the  actor.  ventured  to  play again

througl`.  the  South,   the  Rev.  .JJI'.  imstrong  occupied  a  stage  box  in  the  opera

house  at  Atlanta.   Ga.



`\-,]`i:en  these  t\'ro  men  looketl   into  e&oh  ot!.Ler.s  eyes  across   the

Iootlights  the  Atlantans  `'.:ho  v7ere  in  the  audience  will  toll  you  t]rat  they

felt  tile  play  pa,use.    Edwin  Booti.+  stood  stari±ig  fran  the  center  of  the

stage  at  the  likeness  of  his  brother,  and  ti]rat  night  he  visited  the  Rev.

Dr.  ..irmstrong  in  a  Close  oarria.ge  at  one  o'olock  in  the  ;rtornin{?;.

"  Every  tine  he  came  to  the  torn  he  sought  out  the  doctor.     Lnhey

wet.e  fa,st  friends.    Everyti-irig  ho  could  do  to  further  the  belief  in  South-

ern minds  Dr.  .irmstrong  did.    Ee  openly  visited  Ed`77in  Booth  at  t}-ie  Kimball

'/
Hotel,   enjoying  tr+e  significant  glances  whicl-I were  cast  upon  bin.


