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'l|t  was   just   after  my  election   in   1860,"  said  I`Tr.   Lincoln

to  his   secretary,   John  rfay,   ''wlieli   the  ne``7s  had  been  coming,   in  thick  and

fast   all  day,   and   there  had  tJeen  a  gI.eat   'hurrah  I;oys!'   sc]   that   I  we.s  well

tired.  out.   arid  went  home   to   rest.   throv,'ing   inysel±'   ui>on  a  lounge   in  my

chamber.     Opi>osite   to  where   I   lay  was   a  I,ureau  v,ith  a  swingirk.   i:`1ass

upon  it;   and.   in  lookin€J,   in   that  g`lass.   I   s,aw  mLvseli.  reflected  nearl.v   at

full  length;   but  in.v  face,   I  noticed,  hat   twct  sei]al.ate  and  distinct   im£-t'es

the   tip  of  the  nose  of   one  being   about   three   inches  from  the  tip  of   t,he

other.     I  w.as  a  little  bcthered.   perhfjps   stal.tied.   and  €`ot  up  arid   looked

ln  the  glass;   but   the   illusion  vanished.     On  lying  down  again.   I   s€-`w  it

a  second   time.   -plainer,   if  possible,   than  be±.ore:   and   then  `|  rloticed

that  one   of`  the  1.aces  wa,s   a  little  paler  -  say  I.ive  srjades  -  than  the

other.     I  got  up,   ar,a   the   thine  melteQ   away;   and  I  went  off.,  and  in  the

excitement   o±`  the  hour  1.orgot   all   a`L.cut   it.   -ri.early.   but  not   t].u.ite.

for   the   thiri.£  would   once   in  a  while  come   up,   and  give  me   a  little  i]anf`.

as   though  something  uncomi.c`rta'01e  had  nap.r]ened.      ..hen   I  went   home,   I

told  my  wife  a-uo']t   it:   ar,a   a~  I.ew  da:ts  after   I   tried   the  expel.iment   afail-„

when.   sure   enough,   the   thiri£`   cane   b8.ck  again:   but   I   never   s:`ucceeLed   in

bringing   the  ghost  bacT±  a±.tor   that,   though   I   Once   tried  very   ir.dtjistrious|}.



E| to   show  it   to  my  wife,   who  was  -v',rorried   a`c'out   it   somewhat.     She   thought   it

was   'a  sign'   that   I  was  to  be  elected  tci  a,  second   term  ol.  oi.±.ice.   and  that

the  paleness  of   one  or  the  I.aces  was  an  omen  that  I  should  not   see  life

through  the  last   tel`m. I


