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Vice-President of the United States was a calamity. It ILLUSTRATED BY HORACE TAYLOR

was caused by the desire of Northern Republicans and s

Union men to have a representative from the South on

the ticket in 1864,

Johnson was very bitter in his language against the

Southern leaders, and the Northern people supposed he

was really patriotic. He came to Washington in January \ : — . S— —

or February, 1865, and was around the Capital for some s I_hut Im“w on F}]t" north ‘ Senator Stewart,”’ sa . the Chief Justice and

weeks previous to the inauguration of President Lincoln, i ( 3 sideof F runkll_n.\qmu‘v-. Senator Foote are w me. nust see you

on the fourth of March. When he entered the Senate S — As the soldiers ap- atel)

Chamber to take the oath of office as Vice-President, and ~ L Y.""““'h““ h', h_"”"' T}M‘_'_ saw a man on his steps, who had A\m-yi' some 1

to call that body to order, he had been drinking. He was g B Just f'un:‘ the bell. Seeing them he took t‘rlght'umi ran entered. [he Vice-President was partially

assisted to the chair by the sergeant-at-arms and two door- ' away and was never :1Irwr'\l\'nrd heard of. When the though he had hurriedly drawn on a pair of tr
keepers. He appeared as a man w ho did not realize what v _\'}»l‘hlwr,\.xvun up the steps Stanton himself h.“d come to shirt. He upying two little rooms, about
he was doing. the door in response to the ring. Had the sr:](.ilwl\' been a square, and we entered one of them, a sitting-room, W hile
Immediately after the oath had been administered he ! ¢ S few minutes later I have no (l_oul»t that Stanton also he finished his toilet in the other.
grasped the desk before him with an unsteady hand, and P £ B/ A . o Mrl.l]ti h;u.-‘t..wn 4)“1'.111 the \"n‘nm.\' of the plot. . In a few minutes Johnson came in,
began an incoherent tirade. : 3 M \' Senator ‘( onness, Senator Sumner un'«i I went directly rumpled coat. He was dirty, shabby,
There was no particular point or sense in what he at- e ( ‘ 4 11,‘umilhc- \\vhm» House ru_thv theatre. We learned that the matted, w lel'- lu»v blinked at us through

tempted to say. “The ]“‘“])1('ZLI'A"‘\i'r:\'lhil)L(!” he bawled. i y 1 A / President had ln-rn‘x‘url‘lwl :1‘(‘rnr.\‘.\' the street, and went to As h..‘ came into the room we were all standil

“The people are everything!” and this seemed to be the N R } the house. ,[ i '\_”W' on-General Barnes, who told me felt for a chair and sat down t

sole idea he possessed. He pointed to Mr. Seward, who \ =\ \ that Mr. 1‘““"71” was m‘_'”“”«" “'“'j“"]"‘]: and that too very v\“‘-“”;lil_

was seated directly in front of the desk. \ \ | L had :%]1"::}«&.\ ‘T““.V(l'.(i into his room. “The Pre = !

“You are nothing; you are nothing, Mr. Seward,” he > \ . " But you can go in if you insist,” he said, “‘as you are a morning. I have come to adr
said. “I tell you, the people are every thing.” ' 3| Senator.. L I h_”"‘, were too many 1“_‘“.“]" in there hastening you. -l"lm\'."x seemed dazed at fir
This continued for some time. Several Senators en- Y the _l‘rv.\'lr!e‘m s death, and I declined. Senator Conness thrust his right arm up as far as he could

deavored to persuade him to leave the stand. Finally, S - N r‘f""‘"""‘l Ihf'*“”"‘-‘“W‘”““_” and retired. Senator Sumner : ‘_'I}” ready ! in a 1h}‘"\~ £r

he was removed by the sergeant-at-arms to the Vice- G : did not retire, but rushed into the room, notwithstanding Chief Justice administered the oath.

President’s room, where he was detained until the ceremony ’ - the suggestion of .(}vm-m] Barnes, and remained until the Juf_»nwn went back to his bedroom, we retired.

was concluded. All persons present were shocked and - j ‘h‘f‘fh ot the lfr“-_“.ld“m- r ) ) B then went to .\'I:xxll":}'s h.v'l.'w‘. As | ;-."}“,.'v" i

amazed, and there was a universal appeal to the represent- ‘ 2, . I will go in,” he said. Nothing could keep Charles riage was being driven to his door, and, presently, h

atives of the press to refrain from publishing anything i - Z Sumner out. ) ) = . down "“'l Steps. =

about the disagreeable scene. The newspapers of the 0% == *I'am Just Back from ) From Y?‘-:Q time um,l.] ylight I,h‘. excitement in \\;}>}1- | ru;d 1im of the condition of

country which alluded to it at all did so in vague and Z the Holy Land” ington was Intense. here were in the city 1}"““‘ thirty must be taken care ol the man w J

(-hsrur:‘ language. thousand Conf ’11#‘Y‘ix|.l’ soldiers, »:.ml from sixty to one oath of office as President of the { 1}!10»& .\’m.t««_

After the inauguration of President Lincoln, Vice- hundred thousand Federal soldiérs. In every group of and I were driven back to the Kirkwood
men —and the streets fairly swarmed - some one would accompanied by the coa an, we went

President Johnson continued to drink a good deal. He 1 W and ex led hand cordially ‘ b
¢ « £ a g0 . 6 > V s an extended ! 1and cordaially. 7 1
e them, but he saw us and . constantly ery out: Johnson's room. He was lving down. We aroused }

mmedi-

P 1 .
the door vas opened

user

was not choice in the selection of his company. Almost A y Qoarles ; Te repeated that 2 )
anybody was good enough for Johnson, : Srently I introduced Judge Searles to him, He repearec t0" 1 “Kill the rebels; kill the traitors!” and led him downstairs, and put him into Stanton’s ¢
anybody was goo( enough tor Johnson, apparently. vould be ).‘:lil(l to see us in the morning, bade us good- hen t} b s 1d o tearing off 3 X g W ‘ g f s i W Hon .
One eveni not long after Mr. Lincoln’s second term - and drov e It was the then the mob would go tearing off, searching for the Con- Ve took n to the White House, and S
bers I was passing IH. ) '} |- [V‘ iary. Squsre ‘\ oreat m!hrt entered th'f carriage and drove an ay. 1t wa federates, until somebody else would climb upon a flicht a tailor, a barber and a doctor. He
S .“‘L\ passing LHrough . e “.I‘\ Square. A g o last time [ saw him alive. ! ( of steps or a tree-box '1'|;i seream as loud as he could: 4 and the President was I athed
crowd of street hoodlums and darkies was congregated T have seen Mr. Lincoln,” said Judge Searles; ‘I have y \"}‘-n \\‘1)1'1!1 Mr 1 ‘mmln‘ ay ‘|I“l~ e ul"l talk to you?” v'vw“ ‘ nd : it ‘\' r =
;  C all steps. listeni he Vice-Preside . L That v Vhat would Mr. L In say 1¢ Co alk to you? vas cut, and a new suit of clothes fi
about the City Hall steps, listening to the Vice-President. had a good look at him, and heard him speak. That was This argument never failed to quiet the frenzie d people did not, however, get into a presentabl
His face was very red, and he was excited. I listened. all T came to Washington for, and I shail return to New n Z at vast et A ] peol ¢ lat the . i =
He was contending before the rabble that all the rebels York ” Throughout that vast concourse, the whole population of ate in the afternoon, when a |
o S ey s 4 York at once. . Washineton o the streets s = o rAipn e to catisfv themsels
must be hanged. Johnson didn’t make any distinction. We walked together rapidly t ) the depot of the Balti- 1 hl.ﬂ‘»w'h.Yr{ivl‘ll.m‘r.. th ] r’u l[\‘:!l night ¢ rlzv_l. jh~ \lnu. IH:‘]‘ L\‘\u to I‘il. fy themselve
He put the whole South in one class. He said it was more and Ohio Railroad, which was the only Iroad o ol e LIS on JNCOL: M eae Wi DI
treason to fight against the Government, and that he was : S [ walked back ywn alo and
tres  hight entering Washington. walked back uptown aior ar - : . > " P T . = =
in favor of hanging every traitor. when I reached the corner of T¢ nth Street I decided to go Johnson is Made President A Reign of Terror in Washington
to Ford’s Theatre. When I reached the door I found a WALKE . 1 \ i
. e . r i AT : ’ A = ; VALIKED the strects, caring very little where I went HEN came a reign of
Lincoln’s Last Written Words large crowd on the outside. They told me the theatre iy S Tox seutet o th "__ S l St Notwitl . v'}' s
was iammed so full they couldn’t get in. I gaveitup, and and every minute 1 expected 1o see e Federal soldiers otwithstanding the war
T WAS : for Mr. Johns ake tl was jammed 50 Iuf LI€Y € ot BIEEYE 2 {all upon the unarmed paroled Southerners, and slay them. throughout the United S
AS quite common for Mr. Johnson to make these went to the room of Senator Conness, which was on Thir- x bloods battle wl 11 S ; Tohnson a diunihiead
open-air speeches, and, as he delivered them whenever he teenth Street, between F Street and Pennsvlvania Avenue. : ooay battle v ]. td ha Ked Uty wa ( ’”t j; llk aru li eal l‘ u
had been drinking, naturally he became the most persist- [ had been there but a few minutes when Senator averted a thousan( 2 iracle. g prrators charge
entioratorn m“; apital. . Mr. Li Sumner, of Massachusetts, came in. We had been talking ; ¢ the time: T met g imak it BRE
Shortly after this, on the day before Mr. Lincoln was : ; . } a colored m: mploved utes ol 11 " net senator ote, the grand, gra) onvicted a '
» Yy ¢ y al i\ . as ¢ en or Ve 3 g W n ¢ ) man emploveda . 2
fifteen or twenty minutes when a ¢« lored 1 plo} haired statesman from Vermont, who was chairman of Johnson :

neen e P aa 1 ] ooy .1 N | N 14 ¥ . + (84 i
assassinated, I was in New York, where I met my old bv Senator Sumner rushed excitedly int the room, shout- : ; ; 3 :
. . the Republican caucus and master of ceremonics in the approvel

Mr. Lincoln died about daylight, & d, within ten min- Among others, Mrs. Mar

friend and partner, Judge Niles Searles, W ho, although a ing that 31;~i Seward was assassinated. ! § :
Demoerat, was a Union man and a gentleman of ability Sl Senate. l.l'- vas hailing a dilapidated wagon, .\l.'lnrh xecution.
and sterling worth. He said he wanted to mect Mr. The Night the President was Shot had seen better days as a carriage, in front of Willard’s
Lincoln, and I invited him to go to Washington with me Hotel. He put his hand on my shoulder as the news of the
that night and call on the President the next day. We ECRETARY SEWARD occunied what was afterw ‘
had not met for several years, and, instead of going to bed known as the Blaine house, on the east side of Lafay ¢ u:x}c d tongues, and said: ;
on the train, we sat up in the smoking compartment and \'qu‘m where a theatre now stands. Conne ss, Sumner and ‘ We !l:-.x\l tr,'l the Chief Justice at once and »\:,‘:H‘
talked nearly all night. S e ek g . sgllle " e S the Vice-President & not do in times like these t
e - I started there as fast as we could go, and, as I was a
The train arrived in Washington at an early hour, and stronger man than either of them, I took the lead, with :

President’s death reached us, wafted on a thousand

¢ without a President.
Masedle e o T + . . directed the driver of the hack to take us to the
we went to Willard's Hotel, where we took a nap, but, Q ¥ e We directed the driver o hack :
’ umner pe (g g in the rear. . e 3 g
: Sumner panting along in lence of Mr. Chase, who lived in what was then known
}

I'eSIC

being tired, we overslept. When breakfast was over it I rushed up Seward’s steps, and found the front door ; 1
was too late to call on President Lincoln, who rece ived artis opened, pushed my way into the hall, and saw as the Sprague mansion, at the corner of Sixth and E
visitors at ten o'clock in the morning and at seven o clock Secret: McCullough, of the Treasury Department, who ' ( : is ; :
at night. We waited until evening, and called to see +old “W'[}:m S -d was badly hurt and that the doctor !HI‘I":. :\rm‘m deep Hmtiyht. \\‘1 explained our business,
him. An usher took our cards. le returned in about had given orders to admit !1!!(\[‘1('1:r his room, as he needed : g nto the ve : ‘ th u \ and went to the old

Streets. Mr. Chase wi n library, pacing back and

c = with a car T = ) hich . A A venue
five minutes with a card from Mr. Lincoln, on which was a1l the air it was possible to give him. nou & ; - o oy
= + l ut, n it I i s Al 1 dasneda the clerk
(

written: Conness, Suraner and 1 then started on a run to the vhat roon the Vice- ! cupied. He said

ronally across the street. Two soldiers » :
) [ will

g 1

1 am cngaged to go to the theatre v : | hi : v II' C¢
o a< euards. and marching backwarc .
ting as guards, an ching backward “No. yvou won't,” 1 sai ou self.  We want

It is the kind of an engagement 1 ne

with your friend to-mor

< ward s we arrive » of the White House 1 :
and 1]“‘ Yare, -2 e }"1 e Tl 1 vith th 1 l 3 to see him on important business. >end a I‘m] to show
attachés came running from Ford’s Theatre with the new S ) == a d
: the way. ['he clerk then said
i President had been shot Senator Con with th 1] ( ; a
1 ¢ } : 101. “It iz on the third tloor. ['urn to the right at t head of
2 Ol mind, 8ald : , Cal £ the stairs. [here were no elevators in the hotels at that
i t 1 the entire Labinet. A
) ) time, and we climbed the stal wboriously. A negro boy industry
. - @ showed us the room, and I rapped on the door. There had cupted 1
; Stanton’s house, and So
- wayv out, I dropped the President s note on ithe oo L was no a ( pped again and . Finally I honorable positior
et ‘ o : : } t toor and made a very | . Then a He rose to be Senator

he front entrance Mr. Lincoln was puttin fe in 1 ff on : louble auick.” with their I ) ey
\ ! vied f the

Stanton resided @ ; , 1 >
et e At Wi It and Vice-President




