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/his ome chance to cheat the gallows,yhis end forwarded it to the depart-,

for his feet fel] on the deck a short
distance above the water. A sudden
rush to the right and he would have
gone over the unrailed deck of the
Montauk:
would have carried the ghot, if not the
guard, after him. Two minutes later
the last breath of Herold would have
. appeared as bubbles on the surface
{from where his body lay anchored in
| the mud three fathoms below.
| “Hig chance was gone in an instant.
! But the possibilities flashed through
my brain as T ran forward to where
Herold and his guards were.

“After Herold had been removed be-

low Surgeon-General Barnes and his
assistant started the autopsy on the
deck forward of the turret, which Her-
old had passed but a few minutes be-
fore; the commission or coroner's in-
quest being held in the commanding
officer’s at the same time. Sev-
eral had recognized the re-
mains as those of John Wilkes Booth
snd had so testified. Charles Dawson,
chief clerk of the National Hotel, posi-
tively identified the body by the ini-
tials ‘J. W. B.” which had been tattooed
in India ink on the right hand between
the thumb and forefinger. )
" “Another witness whose identifica-
tion was beyond cavil or question was
Dr. J. Frederick May, who had Booth
as a patient a couple of years before,
when he removed a small tumor from
the assassin’s neck, on the left side
three inches below the ear.

“I accompanied the commission on
deck, where the body was examined

and the scar found as described by Dr.fdl'
May. This ended the identification

testimony. Soon after Surgeon-Gen-
eral Barnes and his party, save Col
Baker, left the ship.

“For what followed 1 was severely

E

two men placed the body in it and
. rowed down the river. That is the last

1 ever saw of the remains of the assas-

| sin. Baker never even waited for the
'box for the remains. as ordered hy the

department. Ever¥thing was done with

a rush and with (ne greatest secrecy.
1 made a repor: on the matter, which

the impetus of the dash |

of themn leading a team attached to
! a cart, another carrying a lantern, and
. myself, the only commissioned officer
present, met at the little summer
! house, where a sentry stood guard
over the thing in the gunnysack. The

5 ment.”
|

A score of vears later at Bridge-| the Ordnance Corps and were picked
port, in the study of his home, sur-|for their reliability and discretion.
rounded by books, valuable manu-: They were sworn to secrecy regarding
| seripts and priceless Lincolniana, Dr.! the happenings of the night.
| George Loring Porter in a number! “Two of the men
of chats told the writer of his stuln-| gunnysacked bundle, grunting at its
bling on the corpse of the assassin,
and how he later secreted it, ac!;ngglho body of the cart,

At a word the

For four years the public never knew ! the avenue. Men marched on each
where the body was, although many ! side of the cart. Stebhins brought up
Government inspired reports as to ita! the rear and 1 marched ahead w.ih
disposal had been printed in various;the man carrying the lantern. the
publications.
that in 1869 President Johnson gave|and fantastic shadows on tue broad
Edwin Booth permission to remocve |avenue.
the remains to Baltimore for inter-|&poke. The only sounds to break the
ment and that they are huried :n‘sdllnexs were the crunchinz of the
Greenmount Cemetery. | cart wheels, the shuffiing of our feet
Dr. Porter at the time of the closing |and the fall of the horses’ hoofs on
scenes of the great drama was an | the gravel road
assistant surgeon in the United States | “We marched down the avenue to
army, stationed at the Washington the west side of the penitentiary, re-
arsenal and was in medical charge | peatedly challenged Ly the sentries
of the Lincoln conspirators. It was as we approached their posts. The

perb war record that he was chosen | tentiary was about 250 feet long.
for the task of securely hiding the| “Detween the administration and
body of the President’s assassin, Dr.liail ends of the penitentiary was a
Porter related his connection with the ! middle section, which had been used as
affair in this manner: a storage place for fixed ammunition
“On Thursday afterncon, April 3-,-'|m the outbreak of the war and later
1865, Mrs. Porter and I tgok a boat 2 a general storage place. It was a
ride down the Potomac. returning to|large room about 30 by 40 feet. with

the officers’ landing at the arsenal | Stout supporting columns of cedar.
grounds. { There were two enormous doors in
a

“We had to pass through the sum-| it sufficiently large to admit
| mer house to reach the land, and as we | " o5t Dpening on the north and
| 4id 1 noticed in one corner some bun- | south sides.
securely wrapped in gunnysack- “The cart was led to one of the

| ing, but had no idea what it was, |doors, which Military Storekeeper
nor did 1 ask. The mere fact of a Stebbins unlocked. Once we were in-
sentry’s being posted at such an un- =ide the apartment the door was care-
usual place excited wonderment, but fully locked and the cart led to the
in those unsettled times we knew bet- | €Xtreme southwest corner of the store-
ter than to ask questions. | room. By the flickering light of the
“Later 1 learned that, acting undﬂ.‘lamem we saw 1 shallow hole before
orders, Col. Baker had the body taken | Us. Whether there was a box in it
from the Montauk at 3 o'clock that I do not know A pile of dry earth
afternoon by two men in a boat, who Was on one side of the excavation.
rowed down the eastern branch and to Grotesque shadows were cast by the
the landing on the west side of the lantern light falling on the gun bhoxes
arsenal grounds, where it was placed and packing cuses
under guard. The landinz ended at  “Two of the men picked up the body
the summer house, and the bundle ¢f Booth, €] in its= wrappinz of
seen in the corner by Mrs, Porter and gunnysacking and enshrouded in an
myself as we passed through, after army blanket, and deposited it in the
eing halted by the sentry, was the shallow hole, which could not be digni-
! body of Booth. fied by the term grave This was
“Sentries all about the reservation ' quickly filied with eirth, packed down
the hour of midnight and the surface smoothed off. The

| were caling
from
As the room had

.. M. Stebbing, four enlisted men, onela dirt flo

| four enlisted men were members of

picked up the |
unexpecied weight, and placed it in

under orders from the Governmeat.iman leading the team started down |

1t is @ matter of record | flickering rays of which cast weird

Not 2 member of the party |

probably due to this fact and his su- series of buildings known as the pen.- 1

their various posts when the surplus dirt was thrown into the cart

Commodore Montgomery lncluded in| military storekeeper of the arsenal |and taken away.

v there was little trouble in
concealing the fact that a hole had
been dug, an object placed in it, ther
| filled up and the surface restored t«
| fts usual condition
“When the main part of the ol

| penitentiary building was torn dowwn
in 1847, necessitating the removal of
the remains of DBooth, the key of the
apartment could not be found and
there Is said 1o have been a livel:
time at the War Department, for the
key had heen in the care of M:
Stanton, Secretary of War. Finallh
it was found, the door unlocked anc
in the presence of a large number of
officers the body of Booth was re-
moved from the place where we had
secreted it to one of the large store
houses s tuated on the eastern side of
the arsenal grounds. There it reposed
until 186%, when President Johnson
gave lidwin Booth permission to have
it removed to the Booth lot in Green-
Imount Cemetery, Baltimore, where [
]was interred.

. “When Booth's body was taken from
| the place where we bad concealed i
” the rema.ns of the four executed con
(splrators, Mrs. Surratt, Payne, Heroic
land Atzerodt, were disinterred from
the penitentiary yvard and buried near
the body of DBooth. All of the buid
ings which were standing forty-five
i years ago on the night of the so-called
turial of Booth Lave been razed, so
far as 1 know, to give place to the
| War College and officers’ quarters™
|

Swayving with the motion of the car
'and working his mail, Capt. Christlan
| Rath, who executed the Linco'n com-
| epirators, told the writer of his part
[in the drama on several trips between
Grand Rapids, Mich., and Detroit and
!return. Capt. Rath was of German
!extraction and was chivalrous to a
degree and averred that Mrs. Survat!
, should not have been hanged: hamg-
'ing was not for women; rather im-

prisonment would have met the ends
lof justice. Said the former Provost

Marshal:

“Yes, 1| hange< Mrs. Surratt, Powsll,
' who was known «s Payne; Heroud ana
Atzerodt. The latter two were whim-
| pering cowards. Payne was the brav-
,est man | ever saw or knew. If he had
not been so brave and fearless and
braced himself like a man (o et
death in its most disgraceful form
his neck would have been l'roken b
the fall of the drop: instead he stran-
gled to death.

“1 saw the gallows Lullt and secured
the rope, which was three-ply Boston
hemp, from the nave yard. 1 mede
Fe nouvses and placed them om the
wam, saw them adjusied on the vic-
Lume, then siepped aside and gave th.
=ignal to the men underneath the gal-
| lows to spring the traps." .




