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fry  dear  EL  Bat®s!

In reaponae  ta yo'ur  quarry  ae  to where  and irhen  I  flrgt

tBot  Jchn St  Helen  {®r J®hn Wlmea  Booth).  va.  i.a Sqirap  tr®ck.1n  Hood  County,

gex&8.  1zi  the  la.t  trye  of l±arch.  1870.    He veg  8taylng rlth an old  8ottler

ty the zlan€  ¢f Bay,  cad *aa  teaehlng  school.    Thle v&s  about  throe Bllee

treqi Charlie  Barmrd'e  told  trndlng h®u.®s.  where he  traded  ln early years

®1th  the  Indlan8}  mill  and  st®r®  ca Polory.  rs&r  its zBouth.  Where  lt  floe

lnt®  the  Brego. Rlver.    mar. va8  a  faBlly namd £3c8onald *ho had  Some  boys,

end  a Fes"g  f®llerD  frca Smith County  named Ballet ifiio,  Btaylng  there.    me

tr®  fazBill®B,  Ray end Hopenald.  her  a  falling  cult  about  .Tchn  St  Helen,  tor

Booth}  before  I treat  t®  that  .eetlon.     I *aa  jn&t  fron Z&enrjhl8,  98me®ce®,

frtb rty br®th®t-'e  -.rtlcoe.  Jo}m I  ¥tr¢ng, &bait  trtyS  and  onfrhalf miles  aertfro

g®.t  of General  Bratltry'& plazitatlon,  and about  the  came dl3tance  rrcta  the

then  Jchn Lcels l&alcae iplant&tlon*  ngiv knm a.  Clarkt®n.    &Er tfal€ae  11.Ted  at

the  foot  ®f Huael®  Sh®81e  ln  Colbert  €omty,  ilcharL&.,    I  hat  gone  to  Squat

€reck  to 7®rE  for JlzB HOBrldgs* who  then tmed more Cattle  than any ore  ln

that  &eetloa,    I  had heard  a great  deal  of  taut  &beut  ¥,'1&e  and  the  .chcol

teachor'.  rtr b®f®r®  I  aav  either  of  then.    Dal]08 ¥1.®  had  11v®d #1th Jim

HCBrld®  the  year before  ai  a egiv hand.    A  fee  dasrg after  ny arrival at Ho-

Brldo.8,  ffcBrld®,  Jln Willlams  aac3 nyself  rode  dawn  the  Crock  to rsD®nald'S
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one n®rnlng,  as  tfroy all i"t®d me  tt3  3Be  Wise.    ES®ry  ere  BSn§ld®red him a

rlght®r  arfu  bard  riaian.    Thlle rna were  at HCBena}a'S.  his  bays.  #1aS,  RIgBrids.

Jfro Will&ama  and nyaelf,  S±tting  en  the  *id£  ®€  the  rca,A  1n  fren€  ®f  Ets-

3eamlats  hca8S*  Jchn ¥ ur±llianB,  an  Slder Sr®thep  er  t7furBt  rode up,  and

pret€F  Seon Jin Bay  end Jchn  §t  #€len  {Beeth}  esmB  riding  &1aFng  the  rcad*  I
iiaiinBS  tQld Hhich  ®rs iBag  8S  E[£lam.  '®r  the  aeha®1  ±€aSh€r*  &S  tie iFas  aa.lied,

a:na frco be 3aE g1SS Care ziaar ha¥&ng a  thsetiqg  sexp® S day  cr  tr¢ eefere*

I  seen  sac  the cpetyd *as  txplng  tap  ean£Bt ae  ou  the  §1dG  ®f  Daal&g  Wise  arid

H®P®mdid'g*    Before  I  had  ever  seem Jchn  St rs€1Gn  I  nan  plae€d try  agrpg*mes

Hlth  St  H€l®n*  and had  f¢raed  a daelaed dlali*E  f®F Wlse* rfu®  I  fibbed  ftGgiver~

nor Blseca.    At  that  tine  I ffaa  enfy fl gears  of age.    uTim 2geerld® "s  one  ®f

the  flaest  f®1}€VI8  I  ever 3Hsers`=*  dEn&  I  told  hin  tmB man  St  Helen had ny  egiv

psttry as  :h® HCDenam ®FOBa iFare  trtying  €hiSngn ffl3e  €€ fiLas€  him  lsqTe  the

act:m€±r:gr.  #H€h  they  }tnd  €hre&taned  t®  d®.  and  finally  acme  8h®t3 #er®  ®*-

a}iangea  fr ife#  on  tee  E#eFTaras.    A fee  tiay8 after  thl8 B!cBrlaE  and  i  met  Hay

and  St  H$1en  |8r  E®€th}  end  I #ae  &nfr®diused  €S  then  both.    St  Hslen  l®ckgd

rs  &traight  ln  the  ®F®  and  toae esp hrmd  and  &alri*  droung aean,  ¥au ¥111  aS

{ysa trl}l  &®}  agrher€.t'      *im and Eay trere  tSifeing.    gim aEBBrld® wag  a  little

lmrd  Sf ncarl]nig.    S€  rmen  {Sr  Bacth}  &aked ffte rtykerg  I vc5  free,  sna  flrmllF

"hat  I  tbengh&  8f FT13®.     E  rdffipfty  aeld,  ftl  tELck  he  1S  the  c3uts±&e  ®f  a b¢l-

egan„.    He  langl&i¢d  and  €®1a  m€  ke fyan€ed  t®  fi8€  me  $8me  S&zfe  &rd  faaEve  a  1®ng

tedli:  ati¢+i€  the  .tatSS+    ¥neare tpes  a  amali  Still  h®-doe  at  Bamard.8  Hill  {ntr

l=nceirn as  Glsanr®se.  eeeatgr  seat  €r  Sunerrill®  County.  ¥®x&S. i    I  ms€  him  there

far  the  aeGmd  €lme*    Th3rs wBr¢  €1gfro  ®r  ten zEeaL #antlng  t®  drlrfeg  ke®z.  free

the  fe]naeut&]±g  zE&Sh*     £  &£-'j  "€t  drink  anything  a#\\±  St  SZ®1m  &r.+i  &  Rot  durn

1:I:n&sr  a m®8qulte  €reS art  talfaedt      She  e®arerREtlcn  drlft€fi  ta  the war bgr

ece€in  the  Et&teB*  and  f  as±d  I ¥&§  aere  that  ¢'chn i*±1lkes  Bcot,h av:aB  never

*111edt  aa*d  thas  for  Bme  t±nRE  I  tifia  felt  that  gone  day  I  #cald ue®t  him.
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H. "nt®d  tp iner vtry  I  thcaght  :`e u&& zraver killed. .  I  gave  hha ny reaeona.

H®  8ltBply  aald,  I  beueTe F®u are  abmt  right  tor  probably  I  don.t  inor but

that Foe are about  rlgnt.I    I zBet hha SeTeral-tlmee after  that,  tilt  I uant  t®

Say before  I  fong®t  lt  &t  the  first  Sight  ¢f  the man he watLla  lxpr®.a  you  that

he was  a hlghlF  cultured  g®ntlenan  ln or®ry  rsapeet.    It  Stood  out  ln ®Tery moT®

and  act  and  llneanent  ®f .hl8  countcaance,  yet  hl€  pl®rclng  black  eyes  arirtyed  very

plainly  he  v&a  no  cgiv&rd.    At  tlm¢€  he  a®ebed  to  b®  1n very  dcop  thou£;#ht  and  a®

thngh h® mB  thlnxlng uay bae± bchlnd  him,  vehlcli would  ¢&u3e  hip  to  appear  &t

times  taeody,  andi  &t  other  times he w&€  qti€e  jovial  8rd  app&rSntlF  tried  to zBaKe

every  m®  feel  aB  he  did.    €onlz]g  cat  of  those zBoody  apell. he would  often quote

a  8tanza  ®f  poetry.  vmoh tpas  usually  from  Shck®speare*    One  day  son®thlng  o&-aaed

ao  to  repeat uhat  Bums iBr®te vhll® vetchlng  the  1ca8e ¢ra#l  oTer  the  lady'.

barmett  ln charth,  and  €hi3 g&a  the bqglz]nilig  ®f  hl8  q4&®tlng  quite  €  11ttl®  free

Shck®3pear®,  rlfat  c®Ifcatl]]g me  lz! qg quotatlan.    At  this  tlac ve *er¢ rldlng

frca  B&Enerd'. Hill.  ®r  GlenL-ose,  ene  erening  and  h®  secaed  a  11ttl®  8erloug  as

I gas  €elllng him  that  I  expected  to have  trouble *1th PallaB grlae  sQ®ner  or

later.  ae h® hnd  cone  to HOBrlde'c and  I  qnder3to¢i  that  he rae g®1ng  t® HSrk

far HOBrlde.  am  they all  teemed  pr®ttF veli  Stuck  on hl&   ants  ierrer®1  tlzB.a

he had  told Be that  t®  dot    I  told  St  l{®len  tor  Booth)  that  I veg many mlle8  frcm

heBe  and  frl.res  or  inn.  but  Ei®  efrould  not  ixpoae  tipou  me.    W®  stepped  and  eat

dmb upon  the gromd  near  the  rod:.`i.    He  mt  hi8  !Land  upon ray  chould®r.  and

aald  ft¥ou are  not vLthout  friends,  oz'  One,  at  lea&ts  for  I want  Fop  t® ]ma-

and  under3€snd  €ha€  I  am  your  friend,  and  ccee  to m€ 8hen yea need ne.    I  don't

want  yon  tc got  into  any  tro`dble.    £1"y*  8Toid  lt  ln  the  honorable way,  for

lt  i8  cosier  t®  get  lnto  trc-able  than  to  get  out  of  lt.  btit  d®n't  lot  €izLy  one

nzn over  You."      D-drlng  the  ®om€rsat{ozt.   I  lock®d  him  ln  the  face  and  told  hlB

I  belleT®d  that  he *a8  Booth.    H8  reddened  a  little  and  .f.i.s±®d  zBe vtry  ng  Su8-

pleien  l®&d me  t®  thick  €o.    I  told  him  and  h8  then asked me  about  sentiment



1n  the  Stat8g,  and  in ny tr&#el3  ag  to  B®otn,  and Has  beme?ed  €®  bs  Btlll  &11¥s,

eta.    I  tGld  hin ghat  ny  obferrat±en haft been.    Ha  told me  nat  to  sti"lge that

ire  had  t&1E¥ed  Bbcat,   that  i  hack  f&thenea Htmt  th€~qaands  ®f  Shreed  zBen  feed  falle&

t®  d®*  €±nd  I  "s^  beat  a  b®F.    He  aald  ¥hen tr®  had  Sn op£]®rturfu€p he  had  a  g®tl

deal  t®  *®11  Ee,    ghat  f€ill  I trezit  Y/®et*  haring  failed  t® get Wlae  to  recent  engL

thlqg  I  w®ald  any  to  him,    St  Helm es&  at  B±11F Snyd&r'B  SttmB  One  eTenlng when

I Ta€  trying  t€  get vyls®  t®  r€B€nt That  I  had  aal&  and  aer±ain aeta  of mine,  t]i]t

ffls€  Skippea  cut.    W*  W.  {"uy}  Stgiver  egtabll8hGd  a  St¢re  ±n  the  Barmrd,&ceE

8t®re  neazl  the nlll,  and was well  anii  lmtl"telF  acqusEideed with John St  Helen

{er  B¢®th}.    Fen  ±hE  last  faun  :fears  Bill §nsraer  and  I  ha:*6  fr®qtientlg  tsrsea

®f  St  Helen  ants..  his rsoveBents  aarcarfu  SISRTSse,  Lxpa8m5  €t3unty St  Grandb®rry,  and

his  trip  tS €®1enan  Ceianty.     I  tkeldc  8111¥  SnF&9r  Sol&  ®tt€  t®  St  Helen vben he

l®f€  Sleurose.    B111g  3tgivSrt  &ftBr cl®Blng his  bug&fiess  at  Glenroso went  ts

GpandberrF and event  into  the  aalsen basin€3a.  and  I  thldk  that Jchn St  H®1®n

later  left  CleirSse  and gent  €®  Srandberry  and  started  aE  3z@all  bu§1ne$8  th8re*

At  ¢ee  time  €h®r€  he  got  Si£H  azl&  ¢aLZBe  Very  near  dying.  and  ass  €xpeetSa  So  dl€

for  a lcng  €lne.    "®  last  thac  I  §&rty .Tthn St  fielen "s  lH trlr.Than €higtm.a

§t®r®  in  €®1enan ¢Suntgr  en H`+z=re  Water  Creek.    HG  had  gore  there  he  aaid  t®  txp

t®  get  a  eeho®1.    He  eatd  he  Cane  free down  ln lam*Qa$3as  CGurity.     I u@5  told  he

Came  th®r€  afc®t  thrSt*gfty  that  lrfelan eo`untry tiit# nQthfng  but  a  i7cak®£  lmlfe.

I  &enr  him  paae tth®re  I *&s  Staigrlng with Jim  Bofflexpgrr8*  and  a  aat®&  ®l{m  D®f=`1e-

nyre #he hc Bag,  for  I  thmaesh€  I men him  tnengh he had  a beard  all  Sfer hl€

face.    He  &ald  h±S  aaanc gas  givaf€s3or  Rar€RE®ed  and  *h8t  he  eeme  €h€F®  t®  ge¥

a  eenB®l*    He tpag  Staylng #1th  ELceh gl¥eash*  a cattlenan.    He  beaane  qult®

lntlm&te  fin]rlng  the  tizBe "±th Etheng  dDeter§.  the  male Hno esanag€d  €higun's  ba81-

n®SB.    H®  pHr¢nelog&ae&  Pet®r*9  head  and  got  the  €cz±fld8n€e  ®f  eseh  other  in

this flag,  armi  €oznr±aeed  .BGt€r €h®  h€ tree.      H8 Hr®te  AT'e€era  a  char€  for  his

bead.    H€ *r¢€e  a F€ry good hand.  a  Short  am}  right  r€"¢ hand.    Ths walk ho

tB&i® ua3  abotit  65 q[&1¢s  thr¢ngh  the  lna@an  €€untry.     I  had  soon him  8ev®ral I
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time€  a€  ft  dis€ars€.  but  :Fiat  tc  speais  ±Q  him  ®n  fals wa3r  to  the   st®re.     I   aagiv

mm  cue  drier just  bef¢rc  neon  ln €hlgim'&  Star©  and ess  1®dklng  pr®ttF  8tralgh*

a€  hin.  not  ]mening uJreth€r  t¢  rcangniae  h&rm  or  not*  fca  I  hagiv  nlm 93  John  St

Hglei:i,  and  `le  Called  hlm5elf  thgrS anof8sSor  EEvermro®£.    He  mltt®fi  klS brer  a

little.  and  I ner$1y  ae&a  qScod H®rmlngf'.    That  aft€rnosn iFe  left  tee  raash

f8r  a  round-xp  ali'£ Jim E}crfl€ny®r. reds  `xp  t®  m®  and  eald.  "enrgr.  1€€S g®  b¥

the  store.    Flteash  tells  me  €h&t  Frairelgro®d  &§  Y$71lK®S  B®Sth.     They  are  helping

hlffi  t®  get  baea£  .t8  Lanp&3aas  €ountF*  ffi  ¢1&  man  Case  and  t®l.`SL  hit  3que  ieLlcog

urhon be  had had  €ra~dblc  with had  abu8ed  his  wife.    EL¢ch  has  g±Ten him his  g®€d

horse;  £ur£  T,T111et€  has  giTou hip  his  nee  8&ddle  and tfflREheBter -and  tr¢  hundred

doll&rg  ltl golGS  get®rE  tea  hrmdresi  and  Addiscn  Gord¢n  a handred*  zBaklng  fl¥S

hrmd*ed  in  gold+    lf  lt  1g  BOQth.  ¢g ¥Su  ere  g&tisflea  it  1S  .him.  I  don'€  mind

giving h&&  thnee  er  fife  hmared.    mcafi €anted me  to  gl¥e  a h:Hndred*    ffih€n ffe

arrlT€d  gt  the  8t®r€*  the  pe¢pL®  im  the  Bt®re  had  filled  8  pair  ®f nee  aadale

bags itFlth  al®thes.    He  t¢®k  them  of`f  the  Qcantsr  as t#€  re&¢hed  tn®  d8cr  and

put  then  eercs*>  tne  stsd8l¢  ®n  a  ni€S  ii£,tie  gray horse  gLTen fuim  fry  ¥inesh

FITeaght  art  aB  he  Stepped bae±  &nt®  the  dc®f  ami  started  lzito  the  St®re,  h®

pat  n&8  nanat  Bn tc_¢  of xp  head.  ±]uthlng ny fast  badr  a  11ttl8  and  Bald  ln a

T®lce  8e  e¥8r¥  ene  ®cula  hear  ELng  f!¥oung  mazL.  5+.ca €111  S&,  ¥€.a will  cko,  ln

any  comtrgrt*     ¥hls  is  the  ses8nd  tine¢  ke  tii&d€.  the  8REe  remark  t®  zBea     I`ulll

gay here  that  3t  Ht=ien,  r{aT8mcof3*  er  B®eth ess  rsiher  ®es6ntri€  at  times  and

seenefi  So  try  hard  t¢  ever€aeg  &t*    ha his  €€nTrjranti€n§ with  the  irud8  and  tin-

odnc&tsd ritn #hth  h5  €aee  ln  ®¢ntaet.  h6  G8€-m€±  tS  try  t¢  Eia3=e  it. e&sF  ln

€®rreetlng  theme  fn  a! wag  tn&t  €hgF wSuld  nat  n€tic®*    "is iFe*dd  bff tghen he

Has  ±n  a  4ierl&l  no®d.    He  Beened  Hot  t® tract  to  €rfena  &xp  Szie  ln  azry  Sr£1nary

aour®r3±tlcn  sad  often ry¢uld  quit  t&uclng  tS  a¥ola.A.®ing  s®*    "®  ®lfi  rmn ¥be

€am€  th6rg  fen  him rode  an  aid  hagr "1®  and wag  hurrying  hl"  to  art  aragr.    Ho



-,

8hock  hands iltb  all  tn®  men,  vho  had  congrng&ted  th®r®. about  a  dozen.  and

took zBy hand  and  B&£&s  "Old  boy.  I 8l.h  I  had  tine  to  t&hi  to  FOB,  for you

are  all  right  any where:  I  hope  to  Bee  you  8one  tine".  and  thezL he  left.    At

that  time  n®  `nad  about  an  inch grtBth  of beard  ou hlB  f8oe,  and ithich me

zDore  than  I  had  eTer  8®en him veer.    I.h8r®  forgotten  to  eay  that  JIB Pros-

tldg® gas  ln  the crowd  that tent with as  to &!eDoseld'B  the  fir.t  dasr  I  eev

John St  Helen.    There T8s  a peeullarlty  ±n St  Helen  (®r Bcoth's)  €Fee. vhloh

cans®d  him  t®  appear  8onetlneB  aa  loomng  Foe  eld® v&F8*  or  that  one  ere

seemed  t®  b®  deficient  ln  Same wasp when  1®cklztg  stralgh€  &t  you.    3caethl.cg

ln  our  cozB®raetlen  one  dry  Qansed  me  to  reznsrk,  where  lgn®sozra®  18  bu8€.

'tl&  folly  to  b® tpls®.    He  retrmH®&,  nTh®n that  do you tpant  to  lmor  for?

lfty  bay.  do  Foe 3mgiv  P®u  h8Te  a  renackabl®  menorgiv    You  h&Te  mentloaed  thlng§

end  oeeurrenc®s  I  had  &hao.t  fotigotten,  and  Seqro  things  I  had  entlroly  fozL

g®ttozi.n    He *&s  a man of pcaderful personality.    I vac  ln i'ln¢  Bluff,

Ark&ne&s. #hca  I  egiv  the  aeccant  ®f hl&  8iilold®  &t  Enld.  Okla.    I "a  ln a

ngivxpaper  offl¢€  and  the  editor hand.a Ee  a paper  &mi  told n®  that John h°1lke.

Booth  inl  conltt®d  calolde  &t  Enld.  8±rl&.I  and  asked me What  I  thought  of  it.

I  €®1a  hlb  lf  they oonld  comect  hlzb vlth `?ohzi  St  Helen.  who  &t  one  time "€  at

€1enroa®.  £e=&s.  that  lt vac  Booth.    On try  return  to ngr  home  at  3tieman.  Se±ae.

Bud  Bgivl®s,  corr®spmdent  for  the  nalin8 Ects-   ,and  Aseoclated  Paeis  2£en,  met

m®  and  aeHed me  trhat  I  thought  &hout  the  man who  ha¢`i  aulcided.  for  I  had  fro+

quezi+vly  talted  to  nm  ch®ut ay harlzig net  Jchn  St  Hcl®n,  and  beueved  hin  t®

e®  Bootir.     I  ha,:1  a}So  told  hit  about  zmetlng  }ilb  aB  Prof®.e®r  HaT®moed  et

rrlcban.  ana what  ceeurred  there.  and .&b®ut  hle "ltlng  a chart  for linerir

P®t®r'3  head*    I  told  Bcal€8 €h®r®  rie  ocold  flt]d  Peter.,  at  B®ntca,  D®ntth

County.  ¥®xa§.    "e  P&11as  give  sent  a nan  t®  B®ntca  az]L.=1  leeated  ?eters  8rd

h®  rerlfl®d chl  that  I  had  ®ald.

I have #rltten  tnlg hurrledlF.    If  there  ls anything  ®18e yon
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would  llm  *o  &at n®  about.  d®  so.    Billy  {ff*¥.-'.I  Snya®r  a  yeGLr  ago  *as  in

€1ebunrne.  8®Iae.     I  callGa  to  ae€  hln  Bt  that  tlzDe  and  BILLY  11¥®8  te  plasr

his  old  tine  pleee8  ¢n hl§  fiddle  a8 inch as  he  did when yca hienr  hlzB at

Gran{iberry.    I  am  also  sordlz]g FOH ny photqgraph  juBt  taken.

Tour  friend,

SIA" OE -
courmr  OF  RT|€H|gA.

On  thl8  the  aeth day ef Jmuany,' ti.g.  1922,  pereomlly ap-

p®&red  Heztry W Strong,  mtbH  to  ue  to  be  the  person *nose  nana  i8  .ubg¢rlbed

t`¢  the  &bor®  art  forGgolng  letter  of  f lTe  pag®si  and  upon  6®1ng  duly  porzL upon

®&th  .t&t®a  that  the  f8etg  *tat.a  therein vere  true  to  tn®  best  of  hl& 1rzice-

1®dg®  nd belief .

GIT®n and®r rty  hand  aztd  *e&l  of  office  the  year  art  day  aborre

uritten,

E®tar§F  .mbll$  1n  and  for  {,¥lon{t®  CcuntF,
9®m9,


