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The  following  article,  entitled.  t'TRE  rowiiT  CRIER"  mag  taken  from
the  New  York  Dramatic  Hewg,   dated.  Saturd.ay,  A:ugiist  i,   1891:

The  beloved.  of  all  upon  thorn has  be6n  bestowed  the  boon  of  his
personal  companionship,  the  respected  of  those  who  know his  noble  char-
acter,  the  admired.  of  tens  of  thousands  `=rho  have  viewed  his  matchless
art,  Edwin Booth  occupies  a position  the  like  of which perhaps  has  never
before  been  given  to  an  actor  in Jinerica.    His ®haar.ity  .   i;o  those  in  dis-
tress,  his  pure  li±`e,  his  gerfule  nature,  his  a.ignified.  bearing,  and  his
devotion  to  the  calling,  of  \thich he  is  the  foremost  figure  of the  tine,
compell  the  deep  regard.  of  i;he  wid.e  and watchful.  world..    Had  it  been  pub-
lished  of  almost  any o  her man  that  an  attempt,  deliberate  and  calculat-
ing,  had  been made  to  extort  from him  a  large  alm  for  the  suppression  of
pa,inful.  facts  in his  family history,  the  statenent  might  have  gone  by
without  attracting more  than mere  passing notice.    But  when,  recently,  a
great  daily newspa;per  in  Hen  York  declared  darkly  and. with  an  air  of
great mystery  that  an  ex-journalist  and  a, person connected with  the  stage,
had  undertaken  to  blac]mail  Edwin  Booth under  threats  of  revealing  a,  ta,1e
of  shocking  chargicter  regarqing.  his  parentage  a  cry  of  almosi;  universal
indigrlai;ion was  voiced.     It  is,  of  course,  ,to  l]e  supposed  that  the  con-
duct  of  the  newspa;per  in  question  in  calling put)lie  attention  to  'this
condition  of  affairs,  was  entirely sincere  and devoid  of  any attention
in  the  d.irection of mere  sensationalism.    Certainly no  ixportant publica-
tion  occupying any kind  of  a, position  and. having. any  regard  for  its  stand-
ing  in  the  world,  vTrould  single  out  a man  like  Edwin Booth  for  indiscrimi-
nate  attack.    No  man  is  more  highly  regarded.    None  has  fe'viTer  enemies.
None  in  cormection  with  whom  there  is.  less  excuse  or  telxptation  for  &sail-
ment.    Consequently,  when  the  lfew  York  da,ily paper  referred  to  cane  out
with  some  a.a,rksome  hints  ,of  attempted  blac]mail,  I  felt  it  a  dnty  to  cut
off  at  one  stroke  all possibility  of  workirig lap  into  a  sensational  Story
the  matters  that  had been hinted  at.    I  had ]morm  I.or  three  years  and more
of the  e3£istence  of  certain  letters  a,nd  docunLents  referring  to  the  Booth
family  that  were  in  the  hands  ,; of  Ate.  Frardc  A.  B`irr.     I  had  knot.in  that
P,'tr®  Burr  ixpon  one  occasion  had  laid.  all  these pa;pers  before  Steele  Mackaye,
Charles  1,T.  Brooke,  and.  one  or  two  other  gentlemen,  who  had  expressed  the
grea,test  ini;erest  in  these  writings.    t`,t/ith  tliis  knowledge  in mri possession,
it  was  evident  to  me  that  the  wl.iter  in  the  newspaper  referred  to  had under-
taken  to  deliver  a  stab  in  the  d.ark  agrainsi;  tiso  men  from whose  minds  i)lack-
mail  is  very  far  distant.    It  iras  tirder  these  conditions  that  having g.iven
to  the  public  a brief  outline  of  the  real  facts,  I  came  to  Baltimore  t\ro  or
three  days  ago  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  erfuanative  search  regarding  the
life  in America,,  art  final  death,  of Agatha  I)elanoir  Booth.    The  search ira8
not .unattended with  difficulty,  but  it  has  developed  an amazing  story,  and
one  fo'r  the  accuracy of  which I  an  quite prepared  to  vouch.    It  is  not al-
together  a matter  of qty personal  assurance  either,  for  the  tale  is  backed
by  a nimber  of  d.ocunents,  which  are  filed  in  their proper places,  and  the
truthfulness  of which  cannot  for  a moment  be  a.qu.bted..    It  i8  clearly demon-
strated by  uie  aid  of  these  docuneuts,  art  by  other  evidence  of  an unnistak-
able  character ,I  that~}th?n,?]}g
theThusband  of "ary  Christi #fB::#a¥d°:#ec=:h:::mfe:i::iL:ew¥:Sh::ready
been named. Robert  Booth.     It  is  fact  beyond  any  question  that  the present
generation of  Booths  were  I)om  and well  along  toward matur.ity when  the  elder
Boothts  wife  a;Ppeared  ixpon  the  scene.     It  is  withoui;  the  possibility  of  suc-
cessfl]l  denial  that  Agatha  Delanois  Booth  secured.  a  a.ivorce  from  the  great-
est  tragedian  of his  time,  and.  thus  ena,bled hin  to  marry  the mother  of  his
childred  and bestow xpon  then  the  legitimate  right  to  the  name  they bore.
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lt  is  not  possible  to  refute  the  i;ale  that  Agatha  Dela,noir  Booth  died  ne-
91ected.  and  alone,  in  the  direst  poverty,  at  the  time  \`+hen  the  mid  who
was  bound.  by  lan  and  by honor  to  care  fo'r  her  as  befitted.  the  |]osition
of  the  wife  of  a ran  of  celebrity  and  opulence,  1.tag  occupying  a place
which  enabled  him,-had he  l)eon  so mirded*  to  see  tha,i  she  was  environed
most  confortal)1y.    It .is  a melancholy tale,  this  story  of the  life  and
iiltimate  death  of  the  woman who  first  bore  the  legal  righi;  to  sign her-
self,  I:Irs.  Juniiis  Brutiis  Booth.    In  telling.  it here,  there  is  no motive
1)eyond  the  detailing  of  ; matter  of  history,  which  is  forced  into  print
by  lack  of  ca;ution  on  i;he  part  of  sons  of  those  who  have  a,  knowledge

.   of  the  correspondence  and position  of  Aga,tha  Delanoir.    Regard  for  the
great  actor  and    coiirtly gentleman,  who  is  now  the most  ixportant  repre-
sentative` of  the  name  of  Booth,  ought  to  ha,ve  held.  these  documents  in
the  deepest  secrecy,  at  lea,st  until  such  time  as  the  man principally af-
fected  by  them  sholild. have  passed  out  of existence  ixpon  this  earth.  That
their publication  should  have been contenplated  and  tal-ked  about,  until
the  time  arrived when reference  to  them  found  its  way  into  the  daily
newapaper press,  is    a  fact  that  seems  to  me  to  make  it  not  only advis-
able  thiS  necessa,ry  that  the  true  conditions  surroimding  the  unhappiest
complica,tions  in  the  unhappy  life  o,f  Junius  Brutus  Booth  should be  truth-
fully  and without  coloration given  to _the  ptolic.    The  collection  of  in-
formation  regard.ing  the  career  of .Aga,tha,  I)elanoir  Booth  has  been  a work
of  years  with lfr.  B`irr,  who  hag  covered.  the  ground  very  completely  and
he  possesses  urmistaka,ble  proofs  regarding  this  most  ixportamt matter..;
A  little more `than three  years  a,go,  as  I  have  already  stated,  he  laid
this  great mass  of  evidence  l]efore  a party  of  friends  in  the private
rooms  of  Steele Mackaye,  in  the  Alpine  Building  at ,the  corner  of  55d
Street  and Broadway.    I.fr.  Charles  W.  Brooke,  who,  up  to  t'na.t  time  had
no  extensive  haowledge ,of the  real  condition  of  this  Case,  became  at
once  very deeply  interested.,  and  as  letter  aifter  letter,  document  af-
tor  docimeqt  was  gone  through  and laid  a,Side,  he  grew  fervid until  he
could  no  longe+  restrain  that  flcmr  of  eloquence  which  comes  a,lmost  peer-
less  from his  lips.    'j'Ja]]ing up  and  down  the  floor  he  talked-most  ixpres-
give,  sa,ying,  in  substance:

'rithile  Edrin Booth  lives  it  is  your  duty,  I,Ir.  Emrr,  to  keep
these  fact`s  located.  firmly within  yourself.  It  rmist  become  in  time
an  ixportant  point  in  the  History of  the  most  t`rmultirous  period  of
this  country.a  career,  that  the  slayer  of  Abraham I]incoln was  born
out  of wed.look.    But  it  is  not  a, nece`ssary,  or  a  justifiable thing
to  make  that  knowled.ge  ]morm  to  the  world while  it  can  give  pain
to  so  great  a,nd  fine`  and  aplendid.    a, man  as  Edwin  Booth."

These  were  not  TEir.   Brooke.a  words,   of    course,   for  no  memory
can>conjure  up  the  rosral  picturings  of  his  fertile  mind.    But  this  was
the  effect,  the  substance  of  the  conversation.    And upon  this  great
point  that  he made  all present  enthusiastically agreed.    It was  there-
fore  a  surprise  to  most  of  those  who  were  at  ha,nd upon  this  occasion
to  learn  that  acclirate knowledge  of  the  existence  of the  Agatha Dela-
noir  letters  was possessed.  by any person not  conversant  with  the  ini;er-
vieur  to  which  I  here  refer.    I'T,tr.  Burr,  of  course,   takes  the  tground  tha,t
he  had  always  intended  to  follow  the  advice  of I.;tr.  Brooke  in  the rna,tter
now  spoken  of.    }`itr.  Mackaye  unfortunately  sailed.  for  Europe  eig]ut  or
ten  days  ago,  and  is  therefore  ima,ble  to make  any  d.irect  statement  in  i;he
matter.    It  is  perha;ps  of  interest  in cormection  `-fith  the present putlica,-
tion  to  state  tha.t  Joseph Howard,  Jr.,  in his  column  in  the  Recorder,  has
ptiblished.  a  d.eclaration within  the  past  few days  scoutirig my previous
statement  that EJtr; .  Burr  never  intended  to  make  these  letters  knoun  during
Edwin  Booth.a  life..   rm.  Howard  says,  flatly,  and  in  so  many.words,  thai;    .
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the  Recorder  has  made  arrangements  for  the  acfrol  pu.blication  of  the  letters.
lip.  Burr,  so  far  as  I  can  find  out,  has made  no  reply to  this  statement  of
Howard.a,  although  I  an  told  the,t  he  insists  in his  private  conversations
tha,t  he  never  had  any real  design  of  giving  the  documents  to  the people  at
la,rge  throuch  the medilm  of  the  newspaper press`.    In  this  City  of Baltimore
there  lives  a well-Imown  and.  estima,ble  physician named  E.  Ridley  Baer.    His
address  is  HQ.  14Z5  Bolton  St.    He  is  a  geni;1enan  of  fine  characi;eristics,
of digriified mien,  and  of high position,  professionally,  socially,  and per-
sonally.    H6  is  63  years    of  age  b`i,t  looks  to  be  15  years  yoinger.    in.  Baer
has  been  a medics,1  practii;ioner  for many years,  oc`cupying positions  of great
trust  from .Jthe  time  of  his  siirgic&l  career  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  doim
to  the  present  period.    He  has  had  charge  of a great  many high  Goveirmental
medical posts,  and has  fully earned  the  esteem  of his  fellow-citizens,  and
the  personal  regard    of  all  who  ha,ve  come  in  contact  `'rith  him.    Any man  in
Baltimore  i;a  whom  Dr®   Baer  is  knoTm would  stake  his  lifeaupon  that  gentle-
mants  word.     Ib  eras   iinis  physician  who  attended  Agatha  Delanoir  Booth  in
her.last  illness,  and  lmder  whose  guida,nee  I  have  been  ena,bled  to  find  out
all  there  is  about  J6he  sad  end  of  that  unfortimate,  mis-iis.ed.,  and  honorable
iromaai.    At  No.  535  tifest  Baltimore  Street  there  is  an  old.  5-story  l)uildizig,
now  occupied  as  a harness  factory®    In  185'   tne  ixpper  pa,rt8  of  this  build-
ing were  used  for  re`sidential  ptxpoges.    On  the  lower  floor  there  was  a
cigar  si;ore  occupied  by  one  Charles  Zell,  whose  name  a;ppeared  in  clear  let-
ters  over  the  door.    His  stare  filled.  the  main portion  of  The  front  of the•oullding.    At  the  left  of his  sho"Tindcrm,  a plain little  affair  of  small   _
panes  of  glass,  there  was  a  side  entrance  leading  i;a  the  floors  above.    At
the  head of the  i'irst  flitht  of stairs  there was  a pa,rtition,  with  a door
cut  through  it,  leading  into   the  back  room.    mis  a;partment  occupied  a,
apace  ten  feet  by  twelve  in  si&e,  having  three  small  windows,  two  at  one•side  of  the  b\iilding,  and  one  at  the  back.    In  one  corner  there  iras  a poor
and  ill  furnished bed.    Beside  it,  underneai;h  one  of  the  side  windows,  there
was  a,  roingh  a.eal  table  and  in  two  of  the    corners  stood  common,   She.3,p .  wooden
chairs.    Under  the mantel piece,  to  the  left  of  the  door  in  the  pari;ition,
there  stood  a  cooking  Stove,  and  in  the  cupboard  close~ at  ha;nd  there  vTere  a
few  dishes,  pots  and  pans,  of  the kind necessary  tQ  a woman keeping  house  by
herself  in  the most  frugal  way.    There  was  no  carpet  on  the  floor.    To  save`fuel  the  occlxpant  of  this  vffetched  abode  was .wont  to-go  down  stairs  and  cook
her  meals `at  the  fire  of  the  more prosperous  and  kindly-disposed EL.  and. Mrs.
Zell.    At  night  a  single  cardle  illiminated  i;he  roo,in scantily.    There  was  no
attexpted  ormamentation.    Poverty was  everywhere made manifest.    In  this
hovel  lived  a wonan  64  years  of  age  in  solitirde  and misery.    She was   the  lanpr
ful  wife  pf  an actor  celebrated  throughout  Jar-e  \rorld,  a man  of money  and  of
power.    She  had married him  in I|ondon,  a,nd he  had  deserted her  and  ran  away
to  America  with  a  flower  girl.   _Years  afi;erward.,  in  response  to  the  i]rge/nt
denands  for  her  son,  a himble  teacher  of  French  in  St.  }![aryls  Cat;holic  Acade-
ny  in  this  city,  she  had  come  ta  Baltimore  to  establish  the_boy.a  rights  and
to  seek  legal  recognition for  herself.    It was  on a bitter  night  in  the
month  o.f  February,   just;  at   the  time `-9then_a  neur  day  was  a.bout  to  be  ushered
in,  thai;  Dr.  Baer received  a  sudden and urgent  call  fran  the  house  in Balti-
more  Street.    Hastily  d.ressi]ng himself  and buttoning his  overcoat  tighitlF
about  him,  he    repaired.  to  the  back  room here  described.    He  found  lying  on
the  hard bed  the  elderly woman above  referred  i;o;  she  was  in  the  final  throes
which  i;adse  us  over  the  threshold  into  the  dark  uriknovm.    Behind  i;he  bed,  with
a,  tallow di`t) -`  in her  hand,  stood  the  wife  of  a,  cigar  maker  downstairs.     The
kind  Doci;or-lifted  the  patient;.a  hand  and placed his  fingers  ixpon her  atten-
uated+urist.    t'Its  too  lateft,  said  he;  "the poor  creature  is  dead.'t    They
ato.od  there  alone,   those  two,   for  some  momeni;a  in  silence,  looking.down i]pon
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the  pallid.  features,  in  every  line  of. \'+hich  there  was  traced  a  great.  story of
bitterness  and  sirffering  and wrong.    Tthile  outside  the  winter  wind was  chistl-
ing,  and  the  small  \r/indows  shook  T7ith  an eerie  sound,  a  shudder,   such as  some-
times  comes  after  deai3h,  pia,ssed over  th-e  recunbeut  I-igure.     The  features  be-
come  distorted,  the  ltmgs  emptied.  i3hemselves  of  the  air.  that,had  been  there
confined,  and.  a  hoarse,  gtirgling.  rattle  came  ±`rom  the  ashen  lips.     The  woman
behind  the  bed  dropped her  cardle  with  a  screen  a,nd  fell  fa,inting  to  the  floor.
She  rolled partly imd.erneath  ihe  bed,  and  i;he  room was  in  coxplete  darkness.
The  Doctor,  u]msed.  to  the  apartriient  groped  his  `-Jay  i;o the  mantel-piece  and
foimd  a  dish  of  t.rater.   I)ragging  the  unconscious  I`Ltrs.  Zell  out  upon  iine' floor,
he  spriut€led  her  face  and  she  slowly  revived.     She  had been  grea,tly  shocked
by  the  sudden  coiinderfeit  of  life  in  the  woman  she  had  ]movm was  d.ead.,  and  ii;
required.  several  mirmtes  o±`  anxioiis  work  on  the  Doctor's  part  to  sufficiently
qi2iet  her  to  secure  the  necessary  illumination.   .Mrs.  Bell  finally werit  doun-
stairs  a,nd  `_;oi;  matches  to  reli,cht ,the  tallour  d.ip.     In  that  lonely  a;partnent
the  ghastly  object  of  the  good physician.a  visit  vras  prepared  for  the  ha,nds
of  the  und.ertcker,  and  Din.   Baer  went  thoughtfully homeward.     Iiater  the  body
of  Junius  Bruti,rs  Booth's  first  I.!tife  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Cathedral  `Ceme-
tery.    Iiitrs.  Bootb had  lived  in  Baltinore  i`or  several  years.    Everyone  who
lmew  her  rea,1ized  fullythat  she  was  a  woman  o f high  character  and  fine per-,
sonality.    She  rarely  spoke  of her  condition.    '`±rhatever  her  sorrows  were  she
kept  then  to  herself wit;h  a  fidelity  of  a  true  and  noble  wcn`nan.    She  received
assistance  from no  person.    Not/  and  then  there  came  to her  from Europe  a nys-
terioiis  r_emittance  that was  1)arely enough  to  carl.y out  alorig.in  the meagre  wa,y'
I  have  described.    It  is  believed  that  she  woul.d  not  even  accept  assistanee
from her  so'n.    He  wa,a  a man  of  small  Stature,  and riot  of  very  forcible  aha,ra,c-
teristica.    He  ha,d been deeply grieved  in his  early  life  by what  he conceived.
to  be  the  wrong perpetrated txpon  his  mother  by  the  man  whose  name  he  carried,
and  he scmth;i;repose  in  a  studious  and highly mora,1  life.    He  took  charge  of
his  motherls  remains  onthe  morning  after  the  Doctor  had performed his  last
sad    rites,  and  he  suitably  inscribed her  grave  in  the  Cathedral  Cemetery.  He
never  made  an  effort  to  entnde  himself ixpon  the ,parent  who  had  cast  him off,
but  in later  yea,rs  when  the  strnggle  between  the hTorth  and  South  took  form,
he  went  to  the  war  and    died  on  the  tented f ield.    Oonsunption had  fastened
itself  `xpon his  system  in  the  care  and  sorrow   .of  his  boyhood.  days.    Agatha
Delamoir  Booth had  lived  long  enough  in Baltimore  to  secure  for  herself  i;he
right  of citizenship.    Her  first  act  inder  that  right  was  to  a;ppeal  to  .the
courts  for  a,  d.ivorce  from her husband who had  steadily  discountenanced  her,
and  who ip7as  living with his  grovm  family  in  another  part  of  tile  city.     me
divorce  bill,  in all  its  details,  together  with  the  finding of  the  court,  is
here  a;ppended.

"To  the  Honorable  the  Judges  of  the  Baltimore  County  Court,
sitting  as  a  Court  of  Equity:    Humbly  coxplaining,  shometh  unto  your
Honors,  your.  oratrix,  l{ary  Christine  Adelaide  Booth,  of  the  City  of
Baltimore,  that  on  the  8tli  d.ay  of  I.thy,  1815,  your  oratrix was  lawful-
ly married  in  the  City of  London,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  to
Junius  Brutus  Booth,  then  a,  citizen  and.  sul)ject  of  said  Kingdom  of
Great  Britain,  but  who  has  sime  become,  and  is  now,  and  for many
pears  past  has  been a resident  of  the City of  Baltimore,  and  tha.t
your  oratrix  is  now  and  i.or  more  than two  years  past  has  been a resi-
dent  of the  City of Baltimore,  Md.;  your  oratrix  ltrther  shows  to  your
Honors  that  the  said  Jimiiis  Brut`is  Booth and  your  oratrix  lived to-
gether  as  husband  a,nd.wife  for  several  years  in  the  City  of  Iiondon,
during  which  time  she  bore  to  said husband  a  d.anghter,  who  died  in  in-
fancy,  and  a  son,  now living,  whose  mme  is  Richard  Junius  Booth;  that
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in  or  about  i;he  month  of  January  1821,    the  said  Junius  Brutus  Booth,  without  any
intimation  whatsoever,  abandoned  your  oratrix  and  ca,me  to  the  United  States,  .where
he  has  since  remained  and.  that  said  a,band.oment  has  continued uninterruptedly  from
the month  of  January  1821,  to  this  date,  being  thi]s  far more  than  29  years;  and.
your  oratrix  alleges  that  said  a,band.oment  is  deliberate  and  final,  and  that  sepaT
ration  of  said    Junius  B"tris  Booth  and.  your  oratrix  is  beyond  any reasonable  ex-
pectation of  reconciliation.    Your  oratrix  further  shows  to  your  Honors  that  the
said  Junilis  Bruthrs  Booth  left  the  Kirigdom  of  Great  Britain  and  ca[rie  to  the  United
States  in  coxpany with  a woman,  with  whoa he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  adulterous
intercourse  from  i;hat  time  to  the present,  and  that  he  has  lived  for  man.y  years

::::.±T:in::eagL:¥s°wf±¥::tLinm:r:haw±bthhes£:g¥yonh=i:n:a:::Sfn:¥Lfr::tc£:d::,::g::Ze
your  o±atrix  asks  leave  to  state  tha,t  in  charglngthese-facts  she  is  impelled  alone
by the  necessity  for  -the  vindication  of her  arm  rights.    In  tender  cofisideration
whereof,  and  for  as  much  as  your  oratl.ix  is  remediless  in the  premises  save  by
the  aid  and  interposition  of  your  Honora,ble  Court,  may  it please  your  Honors  to
order  and.  d.ecree  that  your  ora,trix  sha,11  be  divorced  a,  vincul.o  matrimoni  from
her  said  husband,  nmius  Brutiis  Booth.

'trmi.  p.  RIaulsby,
'lE.   G.  Kilbourn.

''Solicitors  f or  i;he  Coxplainant.

Febrirary  27,185|.w

Accoxpanying  this  bill  was   the  following certificate:

'"arriages  solemized  in  the  Parish  of  St.  George,  Bloomsbury,  in
the  County  of Mid.dlesex,  in 1815.     Jlmius  Booth  of  this  parish and  Adelaide
Delalmo.y  of  this  parish were  married  in  this  church by Dams  this  8th  day  of
Harch,1815,  by me,  }'Tathaniel  Fork,   8.  A.,  Curate.

ttThis  marria5re  was  solemnized  between us,  Jlmius  Booth  and  +ELela,ide
Delarinoy,  in  the preseroe  of  The.  Blyth  and  John Ha,rrison.''

On L[arch  26,  1851,  Ltr.  rohn  Glen,  solicitor  for  Junins  B]utus  Booth,
filed.  the  followings

''The  anstTer  of  Jlmius  Brutus  Booth  to   the  bill  of Mary Christine
Adelaide  Boot;h:    This  respondent  admits  iine  facts  stated  in  said  bill  to  1)e  i;rue,
and. assentg  to  a  decree  aa  prayed  for."

The  defend.ent  in  this 'caBe  did not merely  sari,spy himself with  not
putting  in. an  a;ppearance  and lettirig  the  case  go  by  default.    On -Elarch  26th,  1851,
his  la;nyer  filed  the  i ollowing  answers

''The  answer  of  Jlmius  Brutus  Booth  to  the  bill  of &=lary Christine
Agatha  Booths    This  respond.eat  admits  iine  facts  stated  in  sa,id.  bill  to  be  true,
and  assents  to  a  decree  as  prayed for.W

It  was  on  the  lath of  April,  1851,  that  Judge  John  a.  Legr&nd
granted  a  divorce  a88e88ing  the  costs  upon  Jlmius  Brutus  Booth.    On May  lotzL
.following,  the marrlagr  u&s  recorded  in the  Sxperlor  Court  of Ba,1tinore,  of
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the  second  Efr.a.   Booth  died.  October  22,  1885,  at  IIong  Branch,  the  .home  of  her
youngest  son,  Joseph  A.  Booth.    She  was  83  y9ars  and  4  months  old  &t  the
time  of her  a.eath.   She  had  1)een  the  mother  of  eleven  Children.    Those  sun-
viving her  were  Joseph,  Edurin,  Rosalie,  and  Asia;  Rosalie  and  jA;asia  have  since
died;  the  others  are  living.    Bormie  Bra,e  Cenetery,  about  six miles  from
Baltimore,  in  a  secluded  spot  shut  a;way  from  the  outer  irorld,  can be  foimd
the  grave  in vthich  lie  the  remins  of  the  unhappy  vict.im of  Jlmius  Brutiis
Booth.     The  surrouridings  are  peaceful,  and  the  location  is  high.    .`1  short
distance  from  the  spot,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  is  a beautiftil  lake  cover-
ing  three  acres.     The  lot  is  mm.bered.  584,  and  is  in  section  ''S''.     The  Su-
perintend.ent  of the  cemetery very kindly  conducted me  to  the  gra,ve.    It  was
not  neglected,  and  is  the  only  one  in  the  lot.    The  body eras  removed hither
from  the  old  Cathed.ra,i  Cemetery  about  three  years  ago,  by  the  tnistees,  and.
reference  to  the  books  would  lndica,te  the  fa,ct  that  I,trs.  Booth had  ooned  the
lot  in  which  she  \rras  buried..     The  grave  is  marked  by  a plain rna,rble  slab,
`'thich  is  suriken  in  the  groTmd.    /i portion  of it  is  broken.    It  was  \7ith  some
dip ficulty that  line  inscription  could  `oe  deciphered.,  but  I  f irmlly  s`icceed.ed
in` tracing  the  following.:    "Jesus,  H'Iary,  Joseph,  Piny  for  the  Soul  of Harp
Christine  Adelaide  Delanoy, .-\Tife  of  Jlmius  Brutiis  Booth,  tragedian.    She
died  in  Baltimore  raay  9,  1858,  aged  G6  yea,rs.     It  is  a  holy  and  wholesome
thong.ht  to  pray  I.or  the  dead.    I.ray  she  rest  in peace."    The  marble  foot
stone  1)ears  the  initials  I,I.  a.  A.  D.  8.  Bormie  Brae  is  a  Catholic  cemetery,
and.  is  beautifully located.    `The  Booth  grave  is  situated  acme d.istance  from
the  entrance.    There  is  a  stra.fige  discrepancF  in  the  records.    The  books  of
the  old cemetery  show  that li[rs.   Booth wa,a  buried Eel)ruary  10.  1858.     The  head-
stone makes  the   time  of  her  death Hay 9th.    mere  is  a  a.ifference  too  about
her  name.    Those  who  ]mew  her  called  her  Agatha  Delanoir  Booth.    These  biarial
records  set  her  forth  without  J6he .name  of.-  Agatha  and.  spell  her name  Delanoy.    ,
It  is  out of  sineere  regard  for  the  celebrated  actor  urho  now adorns  the  thea-
i;rical  profession  and  the  name  of    Booth,  that  cormient  has  never  been made
concerning  the  condujct  of  his  father. toward  i;he  d.espi8ed  arid  poverty`.Tladen
woman.  wh.a  was  his  first  wife.    She  loved  the  great  and  erratic  man  who  gave
her  his  name,  and.  she  never  undertook  to  force  herself  `xpon him  f`irther  than
was  lnade  absolutely necessary  by her rna;ternal  regard.  for   `the  fruit  of  their
union.    There  is  evidenee  in her  letters,  sent  to  her  relatives  in Hirope
that I[rLr.  Bool;h  agreed  to  pay her  the  sun  of  lao  pounds  sterling  in  c6nsidera-
tion  of her  willingness  to  leave  this  country,  and  end  her  days  in  a  forei6.n
land.    Tt±thether the money was  ever paid  or  not  I  have  been unable  to  find  Out.
But  from  the  ixpoverished  surroundings  of  the  good,  old  lad.y when  she passed
away  there  seens  to  be  every reason  to believe  that  the money never  came  into
her possession.    Her  life  was  sadly blighted..    She  married  Jlmius  Brutus  Booth
against  Jdme  comma,nd.a  of  her parents,  and  when he    suhaea.uently deserted  her,
leaving. in her  care  a  young  and  helpless  baby,  the  old people  regarded  it  as
almost  an  act  of Providence.    I|ater  when  she  Came  to  America  to  give  her  son
the  right  i;o  `irear  his  own name,  a  rightwhich he  felt  was  being denied  to  him
by r`eason of  the  open alliance  of his  father  with another  family I  she  did
so  against  her  oim:1  inclinations  and  only as  a  sacred  dnty.    Her  correspondence
if  it  shall  ever  be  given  to  line  public,  which  now seems  to  be practically  a
settled  question,  will  reveal  one  of  the  most pathetic  and. heartrendering
tales  ever  brought  to  the  a,ttention  of  readers.     It  will  show/  a qroman broken
beyond hope,  yet  pa.tieut,  tine  and honorable  tQ  the    core.     It  will  show  a,
lacerated  and bleed.ing  heart  that  nevertheless  rose  `Dunyani;ly  through  all  the
agonies  of  despair.    Hore  than  all,  it  will  show  that  an actor  almost  idolized
in his  time,  a  rm,n  occ\xpying  the  highest  rank  and  I-raternizing i`Jith  the  greai;-

`est  spirits  of  his period.,  was  ca;pable  of  the  deepest  cruelty,-of  the  most
diabolical  acts--deliberate,  coldly art maliciously rending  in shread.a  the
life  Of  a{  a.efenselesscreature  whose  only.crime  was  that  she  loved  him  too

_  ____   `_Lil



_-.
THE  IorEN  cRlm  -  PAGE  sEvmr

well  and.  had  brouglit  into  the  world  his  I.irst  ard` only legitimate  chil-
dren,

LENDm  RlcllARI>soN.

Immediately  following  the  above  article  in  the  issiie  of  Satur-
day,  Augrst  i,  i891,  a;ppears:

I,.R.  REGj". GRE  RELljs   IT

In Sundayls  Philadelphia  Inquirer,  Iiouis  lT.  I`[egargee,  the  bril-
liant  and  reliable    Heur  York  correspondent  says:

''The  l\Ten  York  IIerald.  was ,  evidently  irmocently,  lured.  into i he

publicai;ion  this  week  of  a  story,  entitled.  'Edwin  Booth  and  His  Perse-
cutors,. I in  which  it  was  claimed  that  the  d.isting`iished  actor  had  been
mad.e  by^a   td.isreputa.ble  newspaper  man  and  a  person-cormeci;ed.  \.rith  the  sta8'e.
the  object.,of  a  consp`iracy  to  exi;orb  money.     The  publication  in  question. in-•d.ulged.  in  all  sorts  of va,gue  rumors  at)out  a  secret  cormected  with 1£r.  Booth's

life,  but  did.  not  8.ive  the  names  of  the  people  who,   it  wa,a  alleged,  ha,d.  at-
tempted  to  use  this  direful.  in±'ormation  i.or  blackmailing purposes.     The
Herald,  however,   intimated  that  unless  the  conspiracy,  which,   it was  claimed,
had  driven  the  tragedian  I.ron  the  stage,,  found.  an  immediate  ending  a  further
publication  would  l)e  made.     The  next  day  the  Drernatic  News,   in  seeming  kind-
ness,  republished  the  Herald  story  as  a,  'canard,'  a,nd  gave  the  names  of  the
tvTo  gentlemen  referred.  to  as  Frank  A  Burr  and  Steele  1£acka,ye,    -out,   in  ex-
planation,  reci.I;ed  art  account  o f  a  meetirig  in lti:r.  Ii:{ackaye.a  apartments  in
which  the  matter  referred  to  i7a,s  incidentally made  the  subject  of conversa-
tion.    An  account  of  that  gathering has  already been pul)lished  i.n  the  In-
quiz.er.    Briefly  i;old,   it  was  to  the  effect  that  Colonel  Burr  had.  d.iscovered
in  Baltimore  a  tombstone  which  recorded  the  d.eath  of  "Agatha,  Delanoir,  wi±.e  of
Junius  Brutiis  Booi;h."    Following.  the  stor]/-`'thich  this  sug,3-ested.  Colonel
Burr  learned  that  there  had  come  to  this  country  a woman  claiming to  be  the
abandoned.  wife  of  the  father  of  Edwin  Booth;   that  she  was  treated  with  contune-
ly  and.  meg.1ect  by her  husband,  and  that  in  letters  \'/hich  she  left  behind her  a,nd
which  a,re  no\!r  in.Colonel  Burr's  possession,   the  fact  was  revealed  that  Ed.win
Bo.oth  and  all  the  other  child]}en  born  of  J.unius  Brutus  Booth  in  this   country
were  of  natural  origin.    The  publication  in  the  Dramatic  Hews  indignantly re-
fubed.  the  idea  that  any  effort  had. been mad.e  to pu.b  this  information  to  an
improper  use.    However,  it  had.  this  effect:    The  mysteriously  referred.  to  sea,n-
dal  in  the  ±]erald  article  ``=fas  openly    disclosed  and  the  id.entity  of  the  anony-
moiis  alleged  conspira,tors  was  made  public.    |\f=ore  than  this;  by  the  Herald  ar-
ticle  Stllart  Robson,  \:;ho  has  heretofore  been  generally  looked upon  as  a man  of
lovable  a.ualities,  1.fas  quoted  as  saying  in reference  to  the  alle6'ed  conspira-
tor  cormected.  with  the  stage  ''that  fl.om what  he  knew  of  the  man  he  believed. he
believed  he  was  fully  ca,pable  of  the  villainy attril)uted  to  him.''`   tmese  words
alone  would have  been  sufficient  to  detach  Steele RIackaye  from  the  affair  had
it  not  been  for  the  revelation  in  the  I)rama,tic  }Tews.    As  this  matter  is  liable
to  have  a, putlic  sequel  of  some  kind  I  am  8`led  to  I)e  in  a position  to  speak
authoritatively  concerning  some  features  of  it.    The  Herald's  story,  so  far
as  it  con6erms  her.   Booth,   is  an  old  one.    Eight  or  nine  year.a  ago   the  narra-
tive  of  the  discovery  of  Agatha  Delanoir.s  torfestone  in  a  Baltimore  cemetery was
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made public    over  Colonel  Burr's  signature  in  the  Philadelphia Press.    SulJ-    ~
sequently  he  carlie  into  possession  of  a  mass  of  correspondence  written  by  this
woman,  and  which  bears  1]pon  its  face  the  evid.erice  of  the  d.omestic  infamy  of
Junius  Brutus  Booth.    Anyone  who  reads  these  letters  will  not  question  their
sincerity.     qthese  missives  are  all  well  \f/ritten  and most  inter.eating.     Yet
they  are  not  i-fBterial  proper  for  publication,   a-nd  never  t£7ere  so  considered.
'l`he  genius  of  J2.twin  Booth  is  not  affected  by  then,  nor  has  any  sue.gestion  to
that  e±`±`ect  ever  arisen until  the  Herald article  was  printed.    In the  I)rama-
tic  Ne`,-7s  pu`olication  Counselor  Charles  `¥T.   Brooke  wa,s  mentioned  a,a  having
been present  in ]EI..  Mackaye's  apartments  when  the  letters  of  Agatlia  I)elanoir  \rere
read.     I  asked  him  today  i.or  his  recollect;ion  of  the  occurrence.    fie  said:     ''1
re.member  i;he  occasion  very  distinctly.    Efr.  Mackaye  a,sked.  me  to  come  to  his
a;partheni;a  in  the  Alpine  buildlrig,  on  Broadwa,y  and.  52d  S't. ,  tp  listen  to  the
read.ing"  of  a  play  which  h: e  had.  written.     There  vrere  a,  number  of  gentlemen pre-
sent,   including  Colohel  Burr.    Late  in  the  eveni`ng,  for  no  other  reasonthan
to  interest  the men  there  grthered,  Colonel  Burr  produced  line  letters  of  Agatha,  Del-
anoir  and  read  then.    They  certainly  formed  a most  interesting chapter  in  i;he
private  lil.e  of  Juniiis  thit`is  Booth  and  were  considered  in  no  other  counection.
I  remember  distinctly  that  ulr.  hi'fackaye  sa,id  that  vThile  the  let-bers  consi;ituted
a  very  ixportant  feature  in--the  life  of  the  elder  Booth,  their  publication woiild
be  an  act  of  infamy,  beca,use  tile  convential  view  wliich  \i'7ould  be  tat[en  of  them
would  mark  a  figrna  upon Ed.win  Booth,  the  I)eat  loved  actor  on  the  American  stage.
There  wa,a  noslJL8`gestion  mad.e  of putijing  the  documents  before  the  eyes  of  the  public
and.  nothing would  have  been  heard  of  the  rna,tier  but  ±`or  tqe  putlicai;ion  which  has
just  been mad.e.t    But  such  a  revelation must  have  an  o`rig.in.     In  this  case,  how-
ever,  it  is  dif£.icult  to  d.iscover.    I[ackaye  is  not present  to  utter  his  vigorous
denial  of  the  accusation  which  acme  foe  has  attempted.  to  place  against  him.    lie  is
absent  from  this  country.     Those  who  ]mo`/  him,  however,   and even  those  wiio  are  not
intimately  acquainted  wi.th him,  are  a,ware  of  the  fact  that  a  lovelier,  more  honest,
more  high-spiri-bed,  more  cha,rmingly  end.owed  man  never  ha,d.  'oeing.     He  is  the  soul
of  integrity.    Honor  crouris  his  brow  and  honesty permeates  his  i)eing.     The  only  ex-
planation  of  the  Herald  canard  is  discoverable  in  the  theory  that  that  great  news-
pa;per  was  imaware  of  the  arionymous  individual  ag.ainst  whom  its  accusation 1..ras
lJrotng.ht.     Naturally,  however,   the  query  arises,   ''.ifthat  of  i-'io.oson+"    -He,   wliile  claim-
ing  to  know  the  identity  of  one  of  the  alleged  conspirators,  expressed.  himself  as
of  the  opinion  "that  he  was  fully  capable  o±`  the  villainy  attributed  to  him."
rmereby,  perha,ps,  hangs  a  tale.

•      Steele thacka,ye,  besides  bei.ng  the  creai;or  .of  the  hiadison  Square  and
the  I,]rce`m    mea,tres  and  of  Hazel  Kirke,   In  Spiteof  All,  Pan.I  Ka,uvar,  Etoney }rfad,.
arid  a,  nunlJer  of  equally  successful  plays,  was  also  the  author  of  am  Jirrant  Knave,
which was  pun.chased  by  5tunrt  Robsin  and  has  freqpendly  been pla,yed by hin.     I-6
a.a  it.  qpening perfomrfuce  in Cincirmati  in the  fall  of  1889,  art  i:he  ixpori;and
part  of  the  Dulce  was  played.  by  FTank REord.a:unt.     j`Lt  the  conclusion  of  a  week.s  en-
gagement  the  latter  actor  was  made  helpless  by  an  attack  of  sciatica.    -blr.` "ackaye
was  in  Cincinnati  at  the  time,  and.  to  him,  in  great  distress  of  mind,  I=r.  Robson
came  and  begged  him  to  playfilord.duet.a  part  for  the  opening.  in  St.  Iiouis  on  the
following  Sunday  night,  stating.  tha,i  i±`  he  did  not  comply  with  his  request
there  could  be  no  perfoi`mance.    Ifackaye,  \=+ith  that  ki_idly  consider.ation  tv]flrich  al-
ways  distinc;"ishes  hin,  .consented.    jllthougii  he  was  then  on his  way  to  New  York,
he  traveled  to  5t.  Louis,   studied. his part  on the  train,  purchased  a make-up  case
in  the  I'.=issouri .metropolis,   and,  at  gr.eat  personal  discomfort,  prevented.  the  thea-
tre  from  beirig  closed  that  nichi;.     I  kliow  whereof  I  speak„  not  throuL;crh  any  com-
plaint  from L{ackaye,  but  because  I  was  in  St.   Louis  that  d.ay  and witnessed.  that
performanc6.     The  author-actor  played  every  ni8.ht  that  \rJeck  and  so  grea+-was  his
success,  that  after  he  had  consented  to  accompany Etr.  Roton's    organiza,tion  to     -
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Kansas  City.    I`:orda;unt  I)ecane  suddenly `.-Jell  and  rejoined  the  troupe.     The
latter's  salary  was  i$250  weekly.     For t'Lackaye.s  extraord.inary  services  at
the  e3q3iration  of  the  week  '`yilliam  Hayden,  Sthiart  Robson's  manager,  brou€;'ht
him  a  check  for  £100  and  not  even  a  ticlcet  ±`or  his  return  to  New  York.
Ehackaye  naturally refused  the  money,  stating proudly  that  he  had  given
his  services  as  a mati;er  of  friendship.     From  that  da,y  to  this  the~.re  hag
been  no  coinrmmicai;ion  between  hirnge`lf  and  Robson,  and.  in  that  occurence
I.  find  some  solution  i.or  this  lattei-day  infamy.    The  tale  tha,t  has  just
been  told  cannot  harm Hacka,ye.    His  life  is  without  blemish.    Few men
have  been  as  rigid.1y honest  as  he.     In  nearly  all  his  pu.blic  a,cts  he  has
been  the  victim  of his  oim belief  in  the  sincerity  of.  others.    The  only
harm  i;hat  can  accrue  from  this  unfortimately revea,led  tale  is  to  his  ac-
cusers . ''

STUART  ROBSON'S   VIE¥TS

nee t i on i`t i tht}::. B::¥#r:a±:::::n;I:'t:::: :g]£e:ago:±3¥:t: 8:anal::::€Lgn±t¥o:::;
morning.     He  was  seen  by  a  Drama,tic  News  writer  at  the  Imperial  Hotel,  art
expressed  himself  in  vigorous  terms  concerning  the  marmer  in -\TJhich  he  had
been  drawn  into  the  controversy.    laid  hei     "I  clearly  and  distinctly d.eny
that  I  ever  sa,id.  Steele  lt:fackaye  had  offered  to  write  a  life  of  Ed`t/in  Booth,
or  had  a;pproached him  in  any  other  way  in  conriection with  i;his  or  any  other  matter.
If  I  can  find  out  who  has  attri-outed  such  a  statement  to  me,  I  will  make  an
end.eavor  i;o  put  him  in  the  penitentiary,  and  I  won.t  stop  until  he  is  locked
lap  or  my  resources  are  erfua;usted.     j^i IIerald.  reporter  cane  to  ray place  in
Cohassett,  and  in  course  of  time  secured  my  confid.ence.     He  spoke  to  me
about  the  Booth  matter,  and  I.referred  him  i3o  Efr.  Jefferson    as  being  an older
and perhaps  a  closer  friend  than  I  to I``tr.  Booth.    But  I  have  expressed  no
opinion  on  this  qujestion  --  none  whatever.     I  will  say  tiiat  fu+.  Booth  haows
nothing wliatever  of  the  present  newspaper  publications  concernin`g him  and
his  family.    Itir.  Jefferson  and  a  mmber  of  his  other  frie{ids  held.  a  discus-
sion  of  the  situation,  and  concluded  tha,t  it  i,-7ould be  wise  to  keep  him  in  ignorance
oi`  the  affair.     J|s  he  never  reads  t-n6  newspapers  befol.e  they  have  passed
through  other  hands,  and  as  he  leads  a  lil-e  that  is  very  secluded,  coming  into
personal  contact  with  only  a  very  few  intimates,  it  will  not .oe  difficult  to
conceal  the  story  from  him.    The  tale  itself  ha,a  a  good  }iiany  sensatiorral  fea-   ;
inirea,  and  these  should.  be  rna,de`  known.     It  has  been printed  that  the  alleged
glttexpt  to  blac]mail |fLr.  Booth  has  affected. his  health,  mental  and physical,
Such  is  not   -the  ca,se.     I  -i.fas  with  ljir.  Booth  yesterday.     IIis  mind  was  never
clearer,  his  eye  never  tlri,chter,  his  check  never  tintce3ced  \'/ith  a  ruddier  glow.
He  is  perfectly happy,  pert.ectly  strong,  and  I  should  not  be  at  all  surprised
if  he  t-,'ere  to  go  to  acting  late  in  the  coming  season.    He  is  quite  -il/ell  enough,
art  it  is  purely  a  question  of  preference  `,¥7ith  him.     A good  rriany people  t,hink
he  is  lane  and  broken  a.own.    He  has  always  had  some  I.us`cular  a,ffection  of  the
back  i;hat  ca,uses  him  to  start  off  with  a  king  of  lijnp`,  -but  as  soon  as  he  gets
to  moving he  is  all  ri5`Iit.    'ijte  wa,1ked  for  about  three  miles  together  a  d.ay  or
two  a€`o,   a,nd  he  was  not  at  a,ll  ,fatig\ied.     I  see  that  l'lr.   Iiouis  Efegargee  gi.veg
as  a possible  rea.son  for  my  having  spoken  of I,lackaye  in  this  connection,  an
alleged.  dif±.erence  between hiackaye  and  zayself  in  cormection  `,,rith  a  matter  of
money.     If  there  have  been  any  di±.ferences  between us  they  i.Trill  not;  under  any
conditions  be  discussed  by me.     I  have  nothing.  i.rhatever  to  say  about him,  and.
I  have  not.at  ac-iy  time  referred  to  him  in  cormection  .`Tith 1`11..   Booth."

(The  above  article  immediately  followed  the  preceding  one  on page  6
of  the  Dramatic  News,   Aur;rust  i,1891   issue)
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The  following.  editorial  `'7as  taken  from page  14  of  the  Hew  York
Dramatic    News,   A:iigust  I,   1891  issue:

!iilE  BooTr[  sTOR¥

issue of the 5ih=::::5rlT:`:sfg:gab:::a:::;. i?::I; ::I:£::e-:fin:egoif|e:::: :::E: a
hardly  a paper  of  importance  in  the  United  States  having  failed  tQ  copy  the  bulk
ol-  it.    i'The  .Associated Press  sent  the  narrative  out  by  telegraph,  i;.iving  us  full
c-redit.  Probably  no  other  such  impol.tant  item  oi`  i;heal;rical  ne\.rs  has  been pre-
sented  i3o   Jche  public  in  the  past  fifty  years.     Of  coi2rse,  no  person  will  give
credence  to   line  IIerald.s `sensational  story  that  an  attelxpt  was  made  to  blaclrmail
RT.  Booth  through  the  letters  of Agedha  Delanoir.     Those  who  lmow  the  men  hinted
at  by  the  Herald vTill  not  require  any  assurance  on  that  question.    Both  of  then
are men of  such  character  and.  calibre,  that  their  a,ttitude  in  any matter  of  this
kind might  be  told  with  the  utho;t  accuracy long  in  ad.vance.    rilhe  action  of  .the
Drama,tic  He\fs  in  laying  the  matter  .before  the  pu-blic  at  great  lensth  is  occasioned
by  a,  desire  to  strip  the  story  of  those  elements  of malice  with which  the  origi-
nal  and  nysterious  publica,tion  was  ting.ed'.     .I`j-a  have  every  syxpathy  for  Air.   Booth.
He  has  had  one  or  two  experiences  with  newspaper  men  tiiat  `.'rould  have  embittered  a  in
man  of  less  gentle  character.     some  years  ago  he  gave  to  an  editor  of  a,  strug{.±`ling
weekly paper  in  this  city  a  large  sum  of  money  to  help  him  out  of  a  ba,d.  scrape.
For  a  time  this  man  maintained.  a  friendly attitude  toward ldr.  Booth,  and.  even  now
he  makes  a  feeble  pretence  at  being his  admirer.    But  three  or  four years  ago
this  same  editor  wrote  for  the  New  `£ork  Star  --upon,tthich  he  `j{/as  at  the  time.
d.oing  the  dramatic  criticians,  such  as  they were--arl  attack upon  his  benefactor
so  brutal  and  so  cruel  that  the  rna,naging-  editor  refiiaed  to  print  it.        T`'tr.  Booth
}mows  of  -the  existence  of  i;his  article  and  the  episode  has  made  him rather  timid,
so  far  as  nevTspaper  people  are  concerned.    'tye    do  not wonder.

_ _ .  __J
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The  followi.ng  article,   enti-bled  ''TRE  jlTOEN  CRIER"  was  tat:en` frau
the  NewYctrk  Dramatic  News,   dated.  Saturday,  A:ugiisi;  8,   1891:

I-b  was  cabled  i;o   the  Sun  and  Herald  on  Sunday  tha,t  Steele ]\Iackaye,
who  is  in  London,  was  in  a  great  state  of  excitemeHtover  the  connecting  of  his
name  with  the  alleged  attempt  to  blackmail  Edwin  Booth.     I  cannot  say  tha,i  I
blame I`dr.riackaye  for  his  feeling`  in  this  matt;er.    Of  course,  it  'ivill  not  be
found  that  he  had  anything.  to  do  i.rith  so  d.astardly  a  scheme,  and  it  is  for  this
reason  all  the  more pecliliar  on  the  part  of  .bile  Herald  tha,t  it  mad.e  the  original
accusa,tion  in  a manner  so  covert.     The.paper  in  question,` it  will  be  remembered.,
printed  line  story without  mentionin{r3.  any  names  at  all.    It  stated  deliberately
that  an  attempt  had. been mad.e  to  blackmail  LT.  Booth  on  account  of  secret;a  hi-
therto  hidd.en,   in  co]mection  i.rith  the  history-of  the  Booth  family,  and  it  went  on
to  say  that  these  cold-blood.ed  and  infamous  proceed.ings  had pl.actically  broken
down  the  actor's  rental  and. physical  system.    Both  ;fuart  Rottson  and  Joseph
Jefferson  .ii7ere.quoted  as  having pra,ctically  admitted  that  such  an  attempt  had. been
made.    Mr.  Robson ha,a  flatly  denied  any  such  utterance,  but  ltr. .Jefferson has  ap-
parently not been  conm`mica,ted  with  in  the  matter.

The  course  tal€en  by  the  Dramatic  Hews  in  cormection  'L;ith  the  Booth-
lfackaye-&irr  affair  hag  coxpletely  vindicated  the  gent;lemen  anonymously  accused
in  the  IIerald's  article.    Ti-thether i,{r.'Ihackaye  on his  return  to  America  will  deem
it  advisable  i;o  seek  redress  from  the  Herald.  is  a  quesi;ion  that  czm  only be  de-
temined by  future  events.    It  would,  perhaps,  be  a  difficult  matter  for  him to
prove  outri=jit  that  ihe  Herald really referred  to him  in  its  underhand  assa;ult.
It  is,   of  course,  probable  tha,t  a nevTspaper  \-rhich would  ad.opt  such  a method. of
making  an  accusation \'/ould  resort  to  denial  in  order  to  evade  rest)onsibility.    It
is  a  sigriificaut  fact,  however,   in  cormection t`.rith  this  contro.versy,  that  the
Herald  has  not  once  attempted  to  show  .i;hat  itlr.hiackaye  and. Ti'ir.   Burr  were  not  the
people  to  whorri  the  article  referred.    Hr.  Burr,  in  frequent  conversations  with me
d:uring  the  past  few  days,  has  taken  occasion  to  say  he  `,-7ould  be  more  i;ham pleased
if  the  Herald  had  come  out  in  a  flat-footed  way  \'rith  a mention  of  his  name.    He
would  tiien have  been  in  a position  to  vindicate  himself  in an entirely  satisfac-
tory  manner.    To  settle  the  matter  once  and  for  all  time,  I  should  like  the
Herald  to  state,  `./ithout  r`eservat_ion,  whether  or  no  it  referred  to  Xackays  and
Burr  as   the  men who  atteinpted.  to  blaclmail tJEr.  Booth.

If  the  I`Ierald refuses  to  ans\-ref  this  question,  it  will  practically
admit  tha,t  these  are  the  }nen  described  in  its  columns  as  ''an  ex-jouriialist  and  a
person  cormected  -.j-ith  the  stage."    From  the  moment  that  cond.ition  is  established.
it  will  be  easy  i;o  find  out  just  \'rhat  ini-ormation  served  as  the  basis  of  this  at-
tempt  i;o  fa,stem  a  crime  lxpon  two  men  well  known  in  their  separate  proi`essions.
The  I'Ierald.  will  then  be  placed  in  a  position  whet^{.e  it  must  either  prove  that
I`-Er.  Macka,ye  and  liir.   Burr  did  malfe  an  attexpt  to   extort  money  from  13dwin  Booth,
or  must  adrit  that  its  accusation  was  a mean  and  covrard.Iy  fa-brication based  ixpon
the  i;hirmest  rumor  thai;  rna,lice  could  conjure  up.     It  seems  to  me  that  under  these
circumstances  the  I\Iew  York  Herald  has  permitted  itself.  to  fall  into  very  unpleas-
ant  surroundings.    The  journal  mentioned  is  the  institution  really  on  i;rial.    If.
it  genuinely believes  the  story  iJj  gave  to    the  public,  why  are  not  i,he  facts  pro-
duced?    If  there  are  no  ;uch  facts  in  e,¥istence,  then  the  Herald  is  in  i;he  light
of  a  cheap,  low-lived,  sensational  putlication,  acknowled5`in8-its  willingness  to
destroy men.a  reputations  in  the  interest  of  empty  sensationalism.

The  rlerald.a  course  toirards  the  Dramai;ic  lTetrrs  in  this  business  is
somewhat  diverting.    No~other  newspaper  of  ixportance  in  this  coi]intry,   that  has
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paid  any  attention i-/hatever  to  the  Booth  stor5J-,  has  failed  to  credit  the  Dram-
atic  Hews  ',`7ith  .having  -brought  i;lie  wliole  story  to  li6`ht  promptly  and.  `./'rithout
hesitation.     The  1{erald  has  carefully  avoided  any mehtion  of  this  pa;per,much
to  the  arm:usement  of  journalists  every`.Jhere.     It  is  evident  that  the  action  of
the  Dramatic  Hews  in  tj'ivin€;`  the  full  particulars  publication  does  not meet
with  the  approval  of  the  llerald  people.    Of  coiirse,  everybody haows  that  the
rmamatic  Nev+a,  as  a  r`ratter  of  I.act,  appropriated  the  Heraldls  thunder,   and
quite  na,tul.ally  it  ca;uses  a  large  and.  derisive  smile  to  settle  upon  the  fea-
th:res  of  journalism  in general  when  it  is  observed.  that  the  H.erald's  resent-
ment  takes  the  form  of  referrinic;cr  to  .bhis  period.ical  as  ''a  theatrica,i  news-
Pa`Per.

It  was,   indeed,  a  thoroughly  clean  Wscoop"  that  wa,a  recorded. by
this  paper  in  its  publicatio-ns  of  last  week  and  the  week  before  concerning  the
I)ela,noir-Booth  episode.     The  Associated. Press  sent  out  the  story  by  telegraph
with  full  credit,  after  its  api]earance  in  this  pa;per,   so  -:hat  it  appeared

:::F:n=:°anT::¥::::i::Ssi:fti:P£::a¥:r±a±::::n:hrT:¥::tanthdeti:un#¥;Lo]#ev,a
of  Sunda.v  --  the  result  o±`  my  investi3.ations   in Baltimore  was  reproduced.,   illus-
trations  arid  all,  and  everywhere  profound  interest  has  been  a;wakened  in  this
chapter  in  the  life  of`  the  great  tl.aged.lan whose  name will  always  remain  il-
lustrious  in  the  history  of  the  stage.    It  is  quite possi.ble  that  in  J6he  near
future  I  may  supply another  and  even more  start;ling surpri`se  in  cormection
with  the  matrimonial  history  Qf  Junius  Brutus  Booth.    In±.ormation  has  reached
me  -I,/ithin  the  pa,st  week  tliat  will  pro'oably  lead.  to  a  most  amazing  discovery
that  has  yet  been l)rought  to  light  in regard  to  the inelancholy and  turbillent
career  of  the  father  of  Edwin  Booth.
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