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His interest manifested’' in the re-
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April 14, 18 I had, about 10 o’clock
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He was -greatly saddened,’ and re-
ferréd to the change of scene from that
at' the Cabinet meeting, a few hours
before, at which General Grant was
‘present, when ‘the etate of the country
and the prospect of a speedy-peace’
were ‘' discussed. He stated that -the
President during\ the meeting was hope-
ful and very cheerful, and had spoken

' kindly of General Lee and other offi-

cers .of the Confederacy. Particularly
had his kindly feeling gone out to the
enlisted men of the Confederacy, and
during the entire session of the Cabi-
net his manner and words manifested
emphatically a desire to restoré’a satis-
factory peace to the South. Yet, \vhnn
he was buoyant on that Good Friday
in his advocacy of [‘peace on earth to
men of good . will,)” he seemed de-
pressed, at times, in consequence of a
dream of the previous night, which had
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shore!
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About 1:30 a. m. it was determined
that .the . wound was mortal, that the
President was dying, and_ that it was not
probabls that he would live through the
night. The Secretary then informed me
that it would be necessary to stand pre-
pared to communicate ,the President's
death to the Vice-President, and soon
thereafter handed me the rough draft
of the formal notification, from which I
prepared a fair copy, and held it until
after the President's death, which was
officially announced at ::.\5 a. m., April
15, by a telegram from the Secretary to
Major-General Dix, as follgws: &
“Abraham Lincoln- died this morning

twepty-two minutes after seven
o'clock.” % v

The death bed scenes were harrowing in
the extreme. Surrounding ar the
illustrious one, who was ir ble from
the first in consequence mortal
wound, from which
his life’s bloed was
oozing, were the sob-
bing, grief-stricken
wife, all the members
of the Cabinet save
Mr. Seward (himself the victim of an as-
sassin’s attack), and others in civil and
military circles.
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