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The  exciterlient  in  ±``=/ashington?beginning  the  night  of  the  assassination,

coiitinued  unabated  the  next  morning.          "Groups   of  people"   one   of  the  newspapers

reported,"were  to  be  seen  congregated  in  every  hotel  and  on  every  street  corner,

listening  to  the  version  of  some  one  who  considered  himself  f ortunate  in  having

been  an  eye-vTitness  to  the  murder.     For.  a  time,   the  excited  and  exasperated  mass

surged  rapidly  from  point  to  point  as  if  burning  to,  execute  their  vengeance  upon

someone   cormected  v\7ith  the  af fair,   and  the  reign  of  mob  violence  was   seriously

appr.ehended.„ ....     The  houses   of  prominent  and  i-/ell-knot..rn  Confederate   sympath-

izers  were  noticeable   for  the   'display  of  crape,   1...Thich  `i;as  hung  out   only  to

shield  them  from  the  vengeance   of  the  embryo  mob.     Frequent   rushes  were  Liade   f or

every  person  seen  on  the  streets  under  guard."

That  aft`trnoon  General  Payne,   a  Confede±ate  off icer,   arid  his  two pl ju-
•tants,   and  an  orderly,   who  had  been  captured  in  Virginia  the  day  befol`e,   \T/er.e

brought  to  'vr`rashington.     As  they  passed  through  the  city,   thousands  of  excited

men  and  boys  f ollo`-red  them,   evidently  supposing  that  they  had  been  connected  -iyith

the  assassination.     }J,,'hany  ci-led,   ''Hang  them,.hang  them!"     (1)

Secretary  of  'i-jTa.r  Stanton,   having  determined  to  procure  the  ser.vices  of

the  best  s]ifekhs  in  the  country,   on  the  day  after  the  assassination,   anong  others

wired  Colonel  (later  General)   L.C.   Baker,   Chief  of  the  Fedora.i  Secret,,Service:

"Come  here  imediately  and  see  if  you  can  find  the  murderer  of  the  Fr.esident."(2)

General  Baker  f or  some  weeks  previous  to  the  aLssassina.tion  had  been  on

duty  in  ITew  York,   engaged  in  making  investigations  I;.rith  I.eference  to  f rauds
A•4

conmitted  in  the  I.ecruiting  service.   (3)     Gcaert±±rfeker  rushed^from  l{ew  Yor.k
^^

accompanied  brfeS;`Li¥t:;~±}t  LOB.   Baker,

Secret  Sel`vice.      (4)

a  f ormer  cav8.1ry  o±.f icer,   now  a.1so  of  the

``€.:I:r_al  Pikei` #pon  his  arrival  in  -i7ashington,,^j``ttsecured  pictures  of  Booth,

Herold  and  John  Sur.ratt  and  on  l`1onday)April  the  17th?had  copies  made   of  them,   '\rjit"

a  full  and  accura,te  description  of  the  assassins  printed  in  a  circular.    The  photo- I
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graphs  and  descriptions  v/ere  dispatched  to  a  number  of  detectives  in  all  parts  of
r+:: --.--  i -----.-------------,---         _          ?.,-¢r

the   country.  \'  G`;-ieral  Baker  states`\dn  his`'H=st-ory----of-`tri;  Secret  Servics;\^'At

thiri  time  it  v.ras  a.1most  impossible  to  obtain  any  imf orJmtion  of  a.  reliable

character;  the  uriparalleled  atrocity  of  this  terrible  event,  and  the  fact  that

the  assassins  had  for  the  time  being  escaped,   had  seemingly  paralyzed  the  entire

colffiiunity."    "edsetective  forces trli€ir`r  York,   Philadelphia,   13oston,   Baltimore  and

other  cities  also  had  reported  in  'a,-.j'ashington  f or  duty.       On  l``,:onday,   April  18*,

or  Tuesday i:hl9tb,  General  Ba.ker  sent  six  men  of  his  force  under  the  direction

of  ljieutenant  Bakerj  into  lower  l`jiryland,    to  distribute  triJ;;tJc!i+;':t¥:I;:rand  look

for  clues.     After  being  a.bsend  four  or  five  days,   they  I.eturned,   unsuccessful,
"toward  the  end  of  the  'i7eek  succeeding  the  assassimtion`.'       (5)

At  the  sane  time,   under  the  direction  of  l`,:ajor-General  a,C.   Augur,

infantry;f-LCL;ta|ry  ara±nde±ee±±-  had  been  sent  into  lo\f.Jer  hinryland.     Detectives

under  Lieutenarit  Alexander  Lovett,   after  calling  several  times  at  the  home  of
=try-ul`

Dr.   }'fudd,   obtained  the  story  of  Booth's  and  Her.old's  stay  there.   (6)
1

the  f irst  positive  tr.ace  the  pursuers  had  that  they `7rere  really  close

This  v,fas

upon  ;g,;.tlh
L,-,I-+, .1  +a |`J ue
&]ad+Jieir:aldr,   and  that  they  actually  had  gone  on  South  after  crossing  the  Eastern

Branch  bridge.     Another  detective`pardy  under  Liajor  James  R.   0'Beirne  went  down

the  Potomac  to  P`ort  TobaBco  on  the  eighteenth,   and  meeting  kirajor   John  il.;.   .`..;aite,

of  `the  £'ighth  Illinois  Cavalry,   they  decided  to  explore  the  Zekiah  Swarrips,

described  so  gra.phically  by  iinjor  O'Beirne3     "The  swamps  tributary  to  the  various

branches  of  the  i,Jicomico  River.,   of  which  the  chief  feeder  is  fLllen's  Creek,   bear

various  names,such  as   Jordan's  Swgunp,   Atchall's  Swamp,   a.nd  Scrub  Swamp.     These  are

derise  growths  of  dogwood,   gum  and  beech,.  planted  in  sluices  of  water  a.nd  bog.

Frequent  deep  ponds  dot  this  wilderness  place,  \'i'ith  here  and  there  a  stretch  of

dry  soil,  but  no  human  being  inhabits  the  malarious  expanse;  even  a  hunted  murderer

would  shrink  fror.ri  hiding  ther.e.     Serpents  and  slimy  lizards  are  the  only  living

denizens.     IiJot  even  the  hunted  }`Tegro  dared  to  fathom  the  treacherous   clay."     (7)
.:---`J`:'..`i-drJJJIf,y~Ca-try: by  the  hundred  were  now  scouring
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the  whole  territory  of  Southern  i,,inryland.     They  wer.e  treading  on  eacli  other.s'

heels,  and  mixing  up  the  thing  so  badly,  that  the  best  place  for  the  culprits

was  in  trio  very  midst  ol^  their.  pursuers.   (8)

"'ie  large  re\!jard  had  indeed  stimulated  the  search.     Several  old  I.olks
#L€

in  that  section  eef-=±==:3±erd,   w.hose  memories  go  back  to  that  period,   have  described

to  the  author  the  almost  intolerable  situation  for  the  inhabitants.  Every  few

minu.tes  during  the  day  and  night,   a  new  set  of  cavalrymen,   policemen  or  detectives

would  be  demanding  admittance  to  the  homes  and  questioning  the  imnates.     They  worked

in, surLll  groups  and  any  imf ormation  obta.ined  \'Jas  purposely  garbled  \rjhen  told  to

another  party,   so  as  to  throw  them  off  the  scent.    Each  seal`ching  party  fear.ed  to

give  leads  which  might  aid  other.s  in  f inding  the  assa,ssins  eLnd  obtaining  the  re\i7ard.

On  IL:onday,   the  seventeenth,   it  was  armounced  that  there  had  been  a  number

of  a.rrests  maLde   of  persons   supposed  to  know  of ,   or  to  have  been  connected  \'7ith  the

a.ss&ssination.     "Sul`ficiend  evidence  has  been  adduced,"  it  was  stated,   "to  settle

the  fact  that  it  is  an  old  plot  just  attempted to  be  executed,  that  it  was  far

wider  in  its  contemi)1ated  results,  but  tha,t  the  two  assassins  were  the  only  ones

who  cane  to  time."     (9)

Of  those  arrested  and  brought  to  1,-i'ashington  during  the  forenoon  of  the

17tfe  were  several  prisoners   from  Prince  GeorgeS  Count%   linryland.     As  they  Here

being  taken  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison,   8.ccording  to  the  Press  dispatchesl   "a

large  crowd  followed,   increasiri.g  in  niunbers  at  every  corner,   al`uhough  as  a  pr.e-

cautionary  measure  the  r.oute  taken \IJas  dov/n  the  back  streets.     The  crowd  was  a

motley  one,   of  all  ages  and  colors."    The  report  that  the  pa.r.ties  were  Booth  and

Surratt  gain± creditgr#he  cry was  I.aised  "ghang  therf&j "gill  therfub  and  at  the

sane  time  the  prisoners  a.nd  their  guards  were  attacked  with  stones.   (10)

The  mob  spirit  became   so  ranpand  that  it  was  deemed  advisable  i;o

announce  thatj  "Every  preofthion  has  been  taken  by  the  -t.,Jar  Depardrii.ent,   to  prevent

the  sweeping  tempest  of  indignation  a,nd  horror  from  assuming  any  retaliatory

charact©I.. "
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It  became  rum.ored  that  Booth  held  a ¢orimission  in  the  Confederate  Ar.ny

as  a  lieuten8.nt-colonel  and  of  course  this  did  not  help  the  preQqri
I,Lt   ri;-C)  ,?=f-£ ,`

was  in' the  grip

°cu{S#Osition

of  paroled  Confederate   officers   in  `[¥-j']ashington.     (11)

of  rumors.     The  Secretary  of  `.-.'ar  wrote  General  lfancock  at  -`jinchester,   Virginia,

on  `j.j.ednesday  the   19th;     "There  is  evidence  that  i'.:osby  knew  of  Booth's  plan,   a.nd

I-7as  her.e  in  this  city  with  him.t;   also  that   some  of  the  gang  are  endeavoring  to

escape  by  crossing  the  upper  Potomac  to  get  \'Tith  ]`Losby  or  the   secesh  there.

Atzerodt,   or  Port  Tobacco,as  he  is  called,   is  known  to  have  gone  to  Rockville

Satur'day  to  esca.pe  in  that  direction."     (12)

It  was  not  until  late  i,:onday  night,   however.,  that  any  impor.tant  arrests

were  made.     Then  Le`'Jis  Payne  was  captured.

The  -Scar  Department  was  imf ormed  of  the  intimacy  existing  between  Booth

and  the  Surratts  and  a  party  under  the  comi,-land  of  1¥fajor  H.ti/.   Smith.,went  to  the

/ri`  Street  home  of  LJ:rs.   Surratt  to  arrest  the  iruriates  and  search  the  house.    --While

ue.iting  about  midnight  f or  a  car.ri.age  to  convey  the  i.t,romen  prisoners  to  Genera.i

Augur's  headquarter.a,   the  off.icers  heard  footsteps  at  the  front  of  the  house  and

then  a  ring  at  an  outer.  door.     C.i'hen  they  opened  it  a  large  nran  v;ith  a  pick-aseover

his  shoulder  confronted  them.       He  was  bidden  to  enter  gLnd  r.apidly  did  so  \r/hen  a

pistol  was  pointed  at  his  head.     Then  one  of  the  officers  quickly  closed  the  door..
c%"Li-1Q

The  man, discover6Ltif#hat  sol./iething  trras  v-g  eiferfeLfty,  turned  and  said  that  he  had

made  a  mistake   -was   in  the  \.7r.ong  house.      ".I-J'ho  did  you  `!.rish  to   see?"   he  was  asked.

''1  came  to  see  i.:rs.   Surratt,"  was  his  answer.     "'.w'ell,   you  are  right  then  -She

lives  her.e,"  one  of  the  officers  replied.

\'/hen  questioned  as  to  his  I.easons  for  calling  so  late,   the  man  said  that

he  had  con-ie  to  dig  a  guttc,r,   that  l`.:rs.   Surratt  had  sent  f or  him  that  morning  and

that  he  had  cEilled  to  find  out  what  time  `ne   should  go  to  wor.k  the  next  day.     To
\

identify  hilziself  he  pr`oduced  an  oath  of

Fauquier  Coun-by,   Virginia."

1egiance  uncle   out  to  "Lewis  Payne,

lL
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17;rs®   Surratt  was   called  from  the  pa.rlor  and  a.sked! "Do  you  know  this  man

and  did  you  hire  him  to  come  and  dig  a  gutter.  for  you?"     She  answered,   raising  her

right  hand,   "Bef ore  God,   sir,   I  do  not  know  this  man  8.nd  have  neve.r  seen  him,   a.nd

I  did  not  hire  'him  to  dig  a  gutter  for  me."
`,

Then  according  to  the  story  told  by  one  of  the  officers,   Payne, en

asked  where  he  lived,   boggled  a.  little  and  when  a.sked  where  he  slept  the  night

before,   said,   "Down  to  the  railroad."    \r/hen  asked  v/here  the  night  before  that  and

Friday,   he  v/as  ''still  more  embarr.assed,  and  equivocated  considerably."

IHs  boots  and  clothes  were  tor.I.ibly  muddy.     `,./`hen  lris  hat,   which  attracted

atterfuion,   was  e3camined,   it  was   found  to  have  been  m&de   of  a  fine  gI.ay  or  mixed

undershirt  of  his  own,   cut  out  in  Confederate  soldier  style,  a.nd  not  sewed  up  but

pinned.     rL'This  led  to  the  conviction  that  he  had  lost  his  hat,   and  since  the  man

who  had  attacked  Secrets.ry  Seward  had  left  his  hat  at  the  jeward  home,   this  ind

other  circumstances  fixed  suspicion  that  he  was  the  would-be  assassin.     He  was

sent  to  headquarters  and  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  -.jrillian  Bell9  the

Secretary's  colored  doorkeeper,   was  sent  for  'i-7ithout  the  knowledge  of  what  was

wanted.     He  entered  the  room  at /i1itary  hea.dquarters  and  was  seated,  the  gas

previously  having  been  turned  down.     Then  the  gels  was  turned  on  brightly,   and
"`r/ithout  a  \.ford  being  spoken,   the  poor  boy  started  as  if  he  had  been  shot  and  the

pseudo  laborer  started  also  and  tur.ned  deadly  pale.     The  recognition  was  instarfu-

HEiEI
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aneous  a.nd  mutual.      On  being  asked  iwhy  he   seemed  so  affect'=,d,   the  negro  irmediat©1y-`tST  `t
1

ans\t7er.©d:    ''.'.-hy,   dat's  the  man  wot   cut  Linssa  Sewardfty and  moving  f or  a  moment  un-

easily  and  v7ith  his  'eyes  intently  fixed  on  the  prisoner.,   he  continued!   '1  don't

want    to  stay  here,   no  how.'   "     (13)

The  search  of  the  5ur.ratt  home  also  produced  a  card  painted  in  colors

with  the  arms  of  Virginia,   and  two  Conf ederate  f lags  having  the  inscription  "Thus

will  it  ever  be  with  tyrants."         "Virginia  the  i,:ighty."    "Sic  Seprjer  Ty=|±±:±Lis','.;t`I-..---

The  maFny  detectives  searching  f or  clues  in  i.-J.ashington  soon  learned#he

manes  of  Booth's  abduction  plot  associate ooth  had  often  and  openly  visited
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•lrnold  a.nd  O'L&ughlin  at  their  boarding  place,   (14)  and  Atzerodt  at  the  Pennsyl-

vania  House.      (15)     He   had  been  seen  with   John  Suri-att   (16)     and  \`..rith  David

IIerold.         This,   with  the  information  obtained  thr.ough  the  search  of  Booth's

trunk  and  the  state..,ents  Tirade  by  th6  v&rious  parties  ixplicated  as  they  \'Jer.a

arr.ested,   soon  advised  the  officers  as  to  the  identity  of  the  persons  at  least

directly  connected  T.'rith  his  plots.

I.iichael  0"iiaughlin,   on  Thursday  the  13th,   had  come  over  \7ith  three

coi!ipanions  from  Balti.{nore  to  i-I.fashin3ton  and  spent  the  night  ``/ith  them  celebrating.

;.ibout  nine  o'clock  the  next  morning,   the  14th,   according  to  these  companions,

while  they  were  p-assing  the  National  liotel,   0'Laughlin  left  them-and  \.rend  uP35tairs

to  see  Booth.     (17)     :iThether  he   saw  him  and  if  he   did  \','hat  was  said  bet\I7een  them

has  never  been  lea.rned.     An  attempt  was  made  to  prove  that  he  rang  the  door  bell

of  Secretary  Stanton's  house  on  the  night   of  the  assassin&tion  and  then  ran  away£

when  he   saw  someone  approaching.     On  the   f ollowing  Lr=onday,   0'Laughlin  wa.a  ar.rested

in  Baltimore  at  the  home  of  a  f riend  where  he  had  gone  \Trhen  he  learned  that  the

officer.a  were  looking  for  him.       The  .`i7ar  Department   on  i:onday  the  17th,   \i/ired  J.L,

I`,:cphail,`  Pr.ovo§t-:,inrshal,   Baltimofe:     "Bring  i.-:,O'Laughlin  here  in  the  train  w-hich

leaves  Baltimore  at  6  p.in.     Hive  him  in  double  irons,   and  use  every  precaution

against  escape,   but  as  far  as  possible  avoid  everything  .i.jhich  cE-Ln  lead  to  suspicion

on  the  part  of  the  people  on  the  train  and  give  rise .to  an  atte]-flpt  to  lynch  the

. prisoner..     A  carriage  i.'7ill  be  in  waiting  at  the  depot  to  convey  him  to  the  place

of   confinement."       (18)

That  sar!ie  day  Sariuel  irnold  was  also  arrested.     He  had  ta.ken  a  position

about  two  weeks  before  the  assassination  near  F`ortress  }jonroe!     (   19)         The  letter

which  he  had  written  Booth  on  Ilirch  27,   (20)   and  -w'hich  had  been  found   on  the  15th

in fa:s+i;i3unk was  suf ficient  to seriously ncrirninate  hil

Saturday  night,the  15th,   the  room  on  the  floor  above  Vice-President

Johnson's  at  the  I;irkwood,which    Atzerodt  had  taken  on  the  morning  of  thel4th,

\'ras   searched  and  evidence   f ound  showing  his   connection  with  Booth.     He  had  gone I
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so  far  as  to  take  his  knife  and  pistol  to  the  Kirkwood  and  hide  them  uhder  the

bed.     On  Thursday  the  20th,   Atzerodt,  whose  probable  v,rhereabouts  had  been  learned

at  Port  Tobacco,   was  traced  to  the  home   of  a  cousin  in  L=ontgoi-iiery  County,   i.:ar.yland,

arrested  and  brought  to  .jashingi;on.     (21)

Edward  Spa.ngler, the  theater  employe.  who  had  had  charge  of  Booth's  horse,

`'ras  arrested  the  lattel.  part  of  the  week.     He  also  was  suspected  of  having  drilled

the  hole  f ound  in  the  door  of  the  presidential  box.

Of  the  principals  in  the  plot,  this  left  only  two  uncaptured  -  Booth,

the  mad  leader,   and  !ieroldg  the  "trivial,  trifling,  .counr.diy  boy."

Thursday  the  Both,   the  1.Jar  Departi-nent  issued  an  order  which  must   have
Rga'6if*ded Booth Lo  esorF3xpe inf tIA®+

caused  fear  and  trembling  in  the  hearts  of  those  wh

Southern  l`.raryland.     The  order  read:     t'A11  persons  harboring  or   secreting  the  said

persons,   or  other  of  them,   or  aiding  or  assisting  their  concealment  or  esca,pe,will

be  trea.ted  as  accomplices  in  the  murder  ol-  the  President  and  the  attempted  assassin-

ation  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  shall  be  subject  to  trial  beg ore  a military

comljiission,   and  the  punishment   of  death.     Let  t`ne  stain  of  innocent  blood  be  removed

from  the  land  by  the  arrest  and  punishment  of  the  murderers."     (2Z)

;+.+„         During  the  \`7eek  following  the  assassination  it  seemed  tha.t  the  entire
€et££±=}r  wa,s   searching   f or   John  .'i``,j.ilkes  Booth.     That  he  had  given  his   own  nan-fie  to  the

guEird  at  the  L`astern  Branch  Bridge  was  proof  to  many  that  he  and  Herold  had  not

f ollo\E;ed  the. obvious  cour.se   into  Southern  I,iaryland,   but  had  used  this  as  a  ruse  to

start  pursuers  on  the  iirrong  scent.     Dispatches  were  received  almost  hourly  by  the

1.'+.ashington  press  that  the  assassin  had  been  apprehended  in  first  one  city,then

anot:-ier.     Strangers  \i}ho  might  by  any  possibility  resemble  the  description  of  daha

iHfae  Booth,  wet.e  readily  identified  as  such  by  persons  .`:;ho  had  met  him  or  seen

him  once  or  twice  on  the  stage.

Cjn  Monday  April  17th,   1865,   a  story  v/as  sent  out  from  Pittsburgh,   Penn-

sylvania,   that  a  man  "supposed  to  be  J.   ]',j'ilkes  Booth,   was  arrested  by  Provost-

l'`iarshall  Coulter  at  Greensb`u-trg,   and  is  held  f or  identifica,tion"  and  that  the  Lfayor

_.all
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of  Pittsbu.rgh  "sent   on  a  person  acquainted  '`7ith  Booth  to  identify  him."    Later  that

day,   a  second  Pitts'ourgh  dispatch  stated,   "The  pe'rson  &rre€`ted  &t  Greensburg,   and

supposed  to  be  Booth  is  trustworthily  stated  not  to  be  him."     (23)

In  a  special  dispatch  to  the  New  York Tribune f ron  Reading,   Penns:7rlvania,

I.,'ednesd&y,   April  l9±ji,   1865,   the  startling   stateriient  v7as  rrade  that  "Booth,   the

murderer,_"  was  on  a  train  that  left  Reading  at  6  o'clock  a.nd  that  "a  gentlema,n  noticdd

him  on  the  train  before  it  reached  here,   spoke  to  him  and  shook  hands  with  him  and
•  that  during  their  conversation  Booth  colored  up  several  times,   and  appeared  annoyed

and  desirous   of  avoiding  obser.va.tion.!'     "The  gentleman,"   it  was  staJu.ued,   '`is  positive

it  is  Booth,   having  knoi.r/n  him  for  several  years."     (24)

Under  a  heading,"±i,/:ovements   of  the  .issassin;'  the  TL=±±}±±s,    (25)   ca.rried  a

dispatch  fr.om  Reading,   dated  the  next  day,   v7hich  claimed  that  the  man  answel`ing  the

•  dec;cription  of  and  recognized  as  Booth  ha,d  been  in  Reading  all  that  day  and  that

•finally  two  detectives  had  traced  to  .bhe  railway  stgition  and  ascertained  that  a  man

answering  his  description  had  boarded  a.  train  i.yhich  had  just  left.    A  special  engine

was  obtained  from  the  Superintendent  of  the  Railroad  and  the  detectives  ir,rith  the  man

who  had  identified  Booth  proceeded  at  full  speed  to  overtake  the  regular  tr-aim.     This

was  accomplished,   but  it  wa,a  then  learned  that  the  man  descri'oed  had  alighted  at

Auburn.     Thas+to\i7n was  searched  and  \'Jires  sent  br.oadcast  `'Jith  the  follo\t/ing  descr`ipt-

ion  of  the  person.

"A.bout   five  feet  eight  inches  in  height,   black  eyes,   black  ha.ir,   cut   short

and  inclined  to  curls   short  black  mustache;   had  cotton  in  both  ears;  wore  a.  white  felt

hat;  had  a  piece  of  crape  on  the  left  arms  wore  a  Lincoln  badge  on  the  right  breast  in

mour.ming;   and  had  on  a.  'black  frock  coa.t  \=7ith  common  blue  military  panes."         This

description,compared  '`rJith  that   of  Booth  sent  out  by  the  `,Jar  Department?would  lead  most

anyone  to  conclude  that  the  a.ssassin  ha.d  been  f ound.

That  nighi  G.  A.  Nicholas,   rJuperintendent,   Philadelphia  a  Reading  Railroad,

imf or.mod  r'eporters  that  it  was  learned that  the  man  after  leaving  the  train  at  Auburn

had  1.iralked  back  to  Port  ClinLi,on  after  d&I.k,   and  stolen  pEissage  to  Tamaqua  on  a  coal
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train  where  he  had  been  caught  and  imprisoned.

On  Saturday,   .i-pril  22]aS,   the  mi!=ihimgL stated  that  the  man  was  "anybody    but

Booth."     The   same   Saturday  the Boston  Adver.tiger  carried  this storyi

"James  I.a   Cha.pma.n,   son  of  Sherif f  Chapr,iEm  of  Pittsfield, bears  so

strong  a  resemblance  to  the  assassin  Booth  that  he  wa.s  stopped  three  times  while

traveling  on  cj'ednesdayg   and  made  to  establish  his  identity.

In  his  rer;iiniscences  of  the  assassination  (26)     Seaton  IL`ionr.oe,   an  acquaint-

ance   of   Joha  ~L|`-I'ilkes   Booth,   told  about   a  friend  \[7ho  was  arrested  on  a  'i-i'ashington
i.i.i-`    #L;LLL<\  f,fti `u,

street   on  5aturdgLy,   the  day  follo\F7inqu   because   of  a  "fancied  resemblance  to  Booth."

"AN   ACTOR   ARRESTED  FOR  L00KIl`'iJG   Iil=E   BOOTH"   was   the   heading   of   a   story

in  the  Chicago  Times,   April  219   which  continued:

" i T8ry  slngular  arra8t "8  uaB&e  en ifedie8dfty evening:  ape

tha±  aLt  ftrgt  oanse€  n®  1&t*ha  Sa€clteeEEt,  bat  xp®b e=anlsi&tlen  qas  the

S&B€e  ®¥  e®ns&iferabl®  mirth  anfi  langhtSr.    *haut  9  et¢lae=.  a  S®REi®r,  in

froB€hhasB basSS  anfi  fisrireHS  "xlety.  mBhafl  imt®  one  Sentrai poll¢$  8t&ti®a

and  told  Sa¢r¢Sa#sr  SisStt  that tie bad  jqf t 8®aa  the  lnfmous  rmrd®rer a.

"1±e€  Booth,  on €1ark  s€raets  in company tFies ±br.  Pratt,  Of rsvIStor.S

theGLtr®.    Hr.  Scott  at  first  langhsd  at  the  ldee+  txpt  tto  coldi€r  "* p®Bi-

*1T€.    H®  8&1d  that  h®  had  azrtye¥  Hhll3  8®o€h *&8  playing  an  ®ngngamant  &t

Hc¥1ok®re,  be®zl  ar  &ttaeh®  ac   tbB  thsatre.  anfi   thz%t  he  ±==Batr  eeoth T8ry  veil

aaE  tr&B  p®$1tlve  that  he  had. just  aeezi hin+    Igiv.  Se®±t  at  ®aee  esto&  €hB

eoldL®r  thy he  hnd z}ot  killed  bin  cn  the  Spot,  Then  the  €oldl®p  azLs'tlrer®d

Shat  be  toql&  have  dam  g®  tjut  fee  €ee  &iz±arm®fi.    Still douStlng,  ggr.  Scott

want  in  search  cf  the  par.tlef  and  eo®z] found Hr*  Prstt  apa  the  eupjpes3a

T11l&1n.  be®th*  &n  a regtaairaet  en  €lar=  Street,    me  ooaqpanles  ®f  Gnp.

trifet  1®cife& ip®r¥ zBBdb  llte  the plctl=r®  cf  tfaa  lnfamone  esBasBin,  iiidrtezL

Hk.  SS®tt  haft  ln bls poa€®e€len,  end  h®  eeaetly  eee"rsd  the  deBsrlp€Lon

whlth  the  s®1dler had  gleezi  Qr  hlm*    lip.  Soo*t  roqug§t®d  Sgr.  tratt  t® ¢®ma

®var  with hlzB  t®  us  ¢6ntral  etzLtlca,  &g  he  whche&  to  s®e  him,  enfi  abe®

ee*Bd him t®  1nTltg hlf  frbend  tcl  aecampeny  then.    ifeen the  three  arritted

-SH



theBtr®* in.  SoQtt  ds first  langhad  at  the  ld®fty  tftyt  the  coldler Eat peal-

&1TB.    E$  8&1d  that  h®  her  ®zrs®.  "hll3  B®®th tFaG  pleylng  an  ®ngngenant  &t

m¥1ok®rs*  bgsn aan  et€eshe  a€  the  tkgatre,  and   th&t he  keow Bcoth TarF  vall

and tra€ p®sltlve  thfit  he  had. ju€t  aeon him+    Itr*  S€ett  &t  once  esm&  the

eoldler thy h® her ziot  killed hLB ®n the  apot, vhon  the  folGlor  anssepea

Shed  h® toqld have  done  e®  but  he  ¥ae  uzarzB8d.    Still doHbting„  air.  8€o€t

Treat  ha  gaerth  8f  the  par.ties  and  eo®n foREd Hb.  Prst*  anfl  the  anppce3a

T11l&ip,  Ecoth.  ±n  a rBgtaaraet  en  €18rE  B€r®a€.    give  ®oxpanien  ®f  HP.

trs*t  leeifed TSr¥ mzth  like  the plctnr®  ®f  the  lnfamca€  seBasBin,  chtoh

iir,  S¢®tt  her  lH bls pafs®8€16n,  and  he  €=actly  eeeunp®d  the  deecrlp€ica

which  the  eoldl®r had  glvea  of  him.    lip.  g¢ot€  r®quegt®d &tr.  aratt  tS o®ne

®Tap  igrlth him  €®  the  Cant#al  e*ctlen,  &g  he  tlchBd  to  see  him.  and  also

esE®d him  t®  1nTlte  his  fr frond  t®  ae€aznp&ny  them.    ife®B  the  three  arriired

at  the  station the  atrenger wac  lzLfcfxpa  thas he rae and.r  arrest  ee  the
iEii€5ggxp±` ¥:ut±aeepi:se5E!:38iFG¥5±E+i:==c±faee±:t!±se±EiEs±rGaE!..!iii-1gB3eegr,±=`-in``=='T~-=     =ftri-i  ~                                                ~  ~    .

&e&afelb  of  Hr.  LILeeln.    Hsa  a  €nunti®rbol*  froze ha&mn  3trtut}k him  th.

ae®u®8d  cotil&  not hare  b9®B unra  auxprls®d.    Eg  had  as  6if ficalty.  bo"ver.

In  oGnTlnelng  the  offi8ial8  that  they  "r¢  EB1S€givsn,  add  that  h®,  the  cap-

p®€ed  frootdr,  wse  bena  ®tber  than  car.  I.F.  Hngl€,-  the  escoxpllsha&  1®chlzi&

eetQr  &t  fkeYl¢tsr'G  thcatr8.    rotw±thgtandlng  the  lrm®c®kee  €f  the  ae€ase&,

s®  det®miz3ed  "re  st3®  offl¢itls  t®  punish  all  zEEzi gh®  resembled  Booth,    they

d®olaifed  taat  they  wQut¢  and  actratl.`+  did  bring  him  te  his boer,  thou a general

€®®d  t±ae  ms  ent|eyed  `ny  all  parsl®g."
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During  the  time  of  Booth's  flight,   a.  story  was  published  that   "JOIN

\Ff'..-B00TII  El\II.IS"D   IIJT0  TEE   AR}£Y   FR0l`+``1  I..AINCASTER   COUINrlTY. "           The   details   given   in

¢a`,1  i,,  `+,:-;,;   J  `+.,a    [  ',    ,

one  of  the  LancasteF#,`paperg  were"that  a  "in  calling  hirnself  John  'i,I,I.  Booth,   and

answering  to  the  description  given  of  the  murderer  of  President  Lincoln,   had  been

mustered  into  the  United  Sta.tes  service,   at  that  office,. on  the  23rd  of  .ingust,

• 1864,   and  was  credited  to  the  sub-district  of  :h'!ulton  toi,¥nship.     In  the  mustering

and  description  book  the  f allowing  particulars  are  given:   -  I'`€ativity,   Kent  county,

i:d.;  age,29  years;  profession9   shoemaker;   color  of  eyes,light  blues   color  of

hair,   black;   complexion,   ruddy;   height,   5  feet  arid  10  inches.     Iie  enlisted  for  one

yeEir,   receiving  a  bounty  of  $500,   and  was  assigned  to  the   3rd  Pennsylva.nia  I-ieavy

jirtillery.     He  \'ras   sent  to  carp  a.t  PhiladelphiaL,   on  the  30th  of  the  sane  month,

since  urhich  nothing  has  been  heard  of  him  at  our  Provost  }farshal's  office.     AS

everything  relating  to  the  murderer  of  our  Presideil.i  is  being  published  in  the

newspeipera,  we  give  this  to  luke  public  f or  what  it  is  worth.       It  is  possible  that

the  per.son  above  alluded  tb  was  the  veritable  John  1.:Jilkes  Booth,  who  has  lately

occupied  so  large  a  share  of  public  attention;  and  perhaps,  after  &11,   those  persons

•vvho  tr/ere   so  positive  they   sa.w  him  in  Lancaster  a  few  weeks  ago,   were  not   so  much

mistaken  in  the  person  as  in  the  time  tirey  saw  him."     (27)

Under  the   heading, "A  I.i=Isri`jlzaLi\{  ARRji`ST  0F  A   JmsI=-YLrhi(I;  appeared  the

following:

"1L`ir,John  G.   Stevens,   a  well-known  citizen  of  Treason,     while   on  his  way

to  the  P@;nnsylvania  oil  regions  recently,   was  taken  prisoner  by two   detectives,   on

suspicion  that   he  was  Bootl,i.     The  Trenton  fj:=±±e inerica.n Says ;

'At  first  :jr.   5t9vens,  who  can  relish  a  joke,  thought  it  was  a  very  good

one,  atnd  joined  with  the  detectives  in the  pleasantries  incident  to  the  accidental

meeting  of  a  jocular  party.     The  detectives  took  a  seat  very  near  by  i.,:r.   Stevens,

and  endeavored  to  draw  out  some  facts  `which  might  conf irm  their  suspicions,   but  the

5Irbire  ignor'ance  of  ljr.   Stevens,   of  even  the  fact  that  he  was  seriously  suspected,

only  confirmed  the  of ficers  that  their  prisoner  was  a  most  aclroit  and  accomplished

geatleHran.
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" Eattor€ paeg®d  alozLg  pleaeantlF until  th®tr  arrlv&1  at  "tus-

vLl1®  Pa..  the  hoad  of  the  oil reglone,  then  the unpleeeant prexlmltF  of

the  offlc®re.  8z]d  the  Crowd  af  policemen,  oourlnced  mr.  St®v®nE  that  his

arr®8t  *8€  Bo  Joke.    the  erord  b®oano  olaznorouB  and  vlol®nt.  danapalng,

that  the  prl.oaer  ehcald  b®  hung  qp  &t  once erlthotit  jutgo  or  jury.    All

thl8.  as  may  b®  lmagimd,  tag  very  pleasant  to  the  fe®11ngs  of  }gr.  Stovon8.

mrty  folloved  ologB  up®zi his  hoel8  up  to  the  hotel.  and *hlle  be  and  the

d®t®¢tlT.B  vere  ill  a roozB,  ®xanlnlzig  lnto  the  ld®ntlty  of  Er.  St®ven8,

am  eecertalalqB  theth®r  or  ziot  h® gce  Booth.  the  croea  out$1d8  oozitim®d

to  lnor®aa®  in  mmbor8.  and  ateo  in  f®roalty.  denSmdlng  that  h®  chotild  bo

brought  oat,  1'n  order  that  they  dilgivt  talso  Tong®ae®  upon  him.

"  the  d®teotlve8  coon fotind  ty  the  ®xaninatlon of  Hr.  a.t®vers.

pap®r8  tbat  ha  uns  a railroad  inn.  from H®. Jorgey.  aaa  tpas  a8  far  from

tolBg  8ootb,  the  es&&8elzi.  eE  the  Exporor  Of  a{is.la,  or.ny  other  zBan.

they  ®an®  out  of  the  hotel  &na  so  lziforned  the  orouril;  btit  thl€  uoald act

Satlsfp  thafty  -  ttry  Stlll  d®Erm®q  ttot  h®  Ought  to  I.  that,  and  th®B     `.--=j+-+

tl®  d®t®etlT®S  ®Sld h.  tolong®d  to tb®  Stst.  of  n. .®r2ap,  8m  the  Crmca

aB& Azdbey  Railroad  Ccxpny,  copaB  ehqp  ln  €ha  crovd  eald,   'ifell.  dan hdr -

h®  ougivt  to  to  ehot  azgivgiv. I    me  d®teetlv®B  edTlg&d  ]P.  8teveng  tk&t a.

ned  I.tter appear &t  tto utdor of  the hotel  and addre€8  the  orout.  After

a €oed  dael  of haeltang,  pr.  Stgiv®pe  flpally  appeu®d,  end  in a ¥qu  pl®&f-

ont  T®1n.  aanr®®c.a  the,p®opl®.   and manng®d  tq got  them  i_a  ®ac®11®nt  hunr."

(28)

And  soon    after  Booth's  capture  this   story  appeared  in  the

Pressj

"Our.  tor/nsmarl7   J.   Allison  Eyster.,   i;sq„   narro-v71y  escaped

ar.rest  in  Eluntingdon  last  t7eek  on  the  su8picion  tha.t  he  was  the  veritable

J,   i.,-ilkes  Booth,   the  murderer  ol-the  President.     He  had  gone  there  on  a

if -`*.-T5ir-+.  1_----Ffse

v.isit  to  his  brother-in-law,   How.   John  Scott,   and  went  into  a  barber  shop  to
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get  shaved.     He  ordered  the  barber  to  shave  off  his  moustache,   which  was  done,

and  after  the  operation  was  performed  }t:r.  Eyster  walked  out  to  the  house   of  his

relative.     As  soon  &8  he  left  the  shop,   the  barber  declared  that  he  was  Booth;

that  he  knew  Booth  \'jell  and  had  shaved  him  in  the  oil  regions.     Of  course  an

intense  excitement  was. aroused.     The  ne\`/s   spread  through  the  town  \.+ith  lightning

speed  that  Booth  had  been  in  the  place.     The  hotels  were  all  examined,   but  no

such  person  had  stopped  at  any  of  them,   and  suspicion  was  con fir.ned  by  the  fact

that  the  suspected  individual  must  be  secreted  soriewliere  about  the  tovm.     i,=r.

Eyster  was  not  out  of  the  house  during  the  evening,  and  \'j.as  theref ore  ignorant

of  the  excitement  he  had  crea.ted;  and  it  was  not  until  the  next  morning  when  he

appeared  on  the  street  with  1.:r.   Scott,   that  the  blunder  wa.s  discovered.     i`]ow  that

Booth  has  been  captured  and  killed,  \-`/e  pr.esume  that  I.i.  Eyster  v7ill  feel  safe  in

venturing   from  home  aga.in."     (29)

The  I)etroi`t  ii.ree  Press  of  April  ?.4th,   1865,   reported  that  on  the  day

before,   a  suspicious  person  supposed  to  have  been  Booth  had  been  seen  in  l„'-yandotte,

i,Lichigan,   and  that  Detroit  people  had  rushed  down  there  but  could  not  f ind  the  man.

The   5aridusky,   Ohio,   __R=ejfi_s_t±±±  of  April  l8th9   1865,   told  the   story  of  two  parties

suspected  of  being  Booth  and  Herald,  \'/ho  were  arrested  in  Northern  Ohio.     In  the

southern  part  of  the  state  a  man  recognized  as  Booth,   jumped  from  a  moving  train

and  escaped,according to  the  Cincinnati  Gazett of  April  19th,   1865.       All  of  which

proves  that  there  \'7ere  many  individuals  i-7ith  a  superficial  resemblance  to  the

actol..     It  also  8hows  the  futility  of  depending  v7holly  on  printed  descriptions  and

i]ictures  I.or  identifica.tion  purposes.    This  vas  before  the  assassln's  death  and

already  h®  mag  being  soon  in various  parts  of  the. ooimtry  by  those  f'who  lmow  him

well. "      1'he  tooth /ny
their merry  rounds.

ths  which  have  groun  to  such  greaLt  proportions  had  started

(cont'd  next  page)
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The  `L¥far  DeparJu-ment  and  the  police   `,I/ere  the   recipients   of  nriany

letters  during  the  two  weeks  follov7i}ig  the  assassination,   fr`om  Spiritualists,

f ortune  tellers,   clairvoyants,   the  sane  and  the  insane9   suggesting  means  by

w}'iich  the  assassin  could  be  cai)tured.   Some   stflted  that  the  hiding  place  of

Booth  and  Herold  ha.d  been  most   definitely  shoim  them  in  drear-ns.     -  A  letter

from  Boston,   daLted  April  18,   s8.id:

"As  I  aln  ij/illing  to  do  all  in  my  po\<.rer  to  ziid  in  the  c[rrest   of  the

assassin  Booth,   perhaps  the  follo`,f/ing  may  be   of  service  to  you,   as  I  have

considerable   conf idence   in -my  imf orma.tion,   \'7hich  I  v/ill  let  you  ]mow  about  at

some   future  time.     Go  through  I,fass®   Avenue  to  8th  Sir.Set,   near  the  market,   to

hou.se   No.   61,   in  the   rear.     IT`.JlrsS   CEiroline   or  Angeline  -i-,+ighi   lives   or   stays

ther'e,   and  Booth  is   secreted  there.     He  goes   out  in  the  disguise   ol®  a  negro,

and  also  did  bef ore  the  assassination.     He  hides  up  st&irs  in  a  concealed

closet,   which  would  be  difficult  to  find,   unless  ca.reftilly  looked  after,   as

there  is  a  slide  or  panel.     He   jumped  of f  his  horse  after  the  crime  i;ras

cormnitted,   another  man  taking  his  place,  to  a;void  suspicion.     The  house  may

be  1`{o.   84,   and  maLy  possibly  be   some   other  avenue,   bui;   on  Cth  street,   or  near

the   corner.."     (30)

In  one   from  an  Ohio  to-v'7n,   addressed  to   Secret€Lry  Stanton8   was  the

claims

!'Believing  in  the  ef f icacy  of  prayer,   and  earriestly  desiring  that

the  assassin  of  our  beloved  President  be  brought  to  justice,   I  clearly  dreamed

that  the  assassin  was   in  a  man's  house  by  the  name   of  Cromwell,   at  Reading,

Permsylvaniaa     I  an  no  believer  in  Spiritualism  or  fanaticism  of  any  kind,   I

am  A  matter-of -fact  1.r,roman,   but   for  the  intelligence  I  prayed  fervently;  take

it  f or  what  it  is  vrorth,   brit  I  desire  that  it  never  be  made  public.     I  feel

it  to  be  gL  duty  to  give  my  name,   but   a  delica.cy  prevents  me   fror,r]  so  doing."

(31)

haother  to  I.:r.   Stantong   this  ti`]!i.e   from  Buffaloj   and  evidently  not
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the   first  from  the  \.,rriter,   vras  as   follo\~Ts:

"Sir--I  crave  your  pardon  f or  troubling  you  again  \ri,rith  what  some

f olks  call  foolishness,   and  perhaps  you  have  no  faith  in.       I  have  called

several  times  on  the  person  I  mentioned  to  you  since  I  i,'rroto  you;     she   still

insists  that  the  assassin  is  hid  in  the  sal{ie  place  \-fhere  he  f irst  T,'eut,   and

it   is  not  three  miles  from  the  theater;   she  thinks  he  is  clothed  in  female

attire,   a.nd  is  making  ar.rangements  to  go  off  on  a  large  boat.     I  think  it

would  be  \-,Jell  to  exa]iiine  every  female,   young  or  old,   that  imarits  a  pass  to

leave  tlie  city,   and  especi€illy  if  Ji.,heir  destination  is  Europe.     You  are  aware,

I  presume,   that  a  person  of  his  profession  can  adapt  themselves  to  any  disguise.

Do  not  let  your  disbelief  in  fortune-telling  prevent  you  from  using  this  as  a

means  of  informration  to  bring  the  assassin  to  justice,   for  I  have  faith  to

believe  be  is  concealed  in  a  house  of  that  description.     You  will  forgive  me

for  troubling  you  i,.,Jhen  you  k.now  how  much  we   loved  our  late  President."     (32)
(,:_,.`  i,    ,.

These  three.letters  give  but  a..  faint  idea  of  the  insane  and  senseless

claims  and  suggestions  I.eceived  in  the  daily  trail  at  the  .I..I-ar  Departr;lent.     The

fanatics  '..J.irho  wrote  them  were  loud  in  their  denunciation  oi.  the  departr;lent   f or

not  irmedia.tely  acting  upon  their  wild  vagaries.     It  was  this  cia.ss  of  people

who  later  started  stories  that  the  assassin  altogether  escaped  apprehension

and  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age.

The  newspapers  began  to  critieise  the  lack.of  I.esults  insofar  as

the   capture   of   Booth  and  lterold  were   concerned.     E!2±  National  Bepublic!;}±!±  (33)

on  ]donday  the   24th  complained,     ''It  is  now  ten  days  since  the  highest  of ficer

in  this  nation  was  cruelly    assassinated  in  a  public  place  of  amusement  in

this  city  and  yet  the  District   of  Columbia  has  not  been  thoroughly  searched,

as  it  should  bea     It  strikes  us  that  sorie  of  the  energy  displayed  in  arrai:i:|n8

the  Rebel  syxpathizers  of  Southwestern  I`\faryland  as  harborers  of  assassins  might

well  have  been  devoted  to  a  thorough  overhauling  of  the  lI`ederal  District."
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It  iras  at  this  time  that  preparations  were  made  to  hunt  the  s\.7al!ips

"around  Chapma.ntoi`-in,   Bethtown,   and  .illen's  i'resh."     Booth  had  been  entirely  lost

AJLu ,
since  his  departure   fromA.indd's  house,   and  it  was  believed  that  he  had  either

pushed  on  for  the  Potomac  or  taken  to  the  swaiaps.     "The   of±`icers   sagaciously

determined  to  follow  him  to  the  one,   and  to  explore  the  others."     (34)

George  Alfred  Tounsend,   who  \ras   follo`'7ing  the   search  ±`or  aL  number.  of

the  nei'fs.p.apers,   stated:     "The  military  forces  deputed  to  pursue  the  fugitives  were

seven  hundred  men  ol.  the  =ighth  Illinois  cave.1ry,   six  hundred  men  of  the  T\.trenty-

second   Colored  troops,   and   one   hundred  men  of  the   t5i;{teenth  lL{ew  York.     These   s\:/ept

the  sunmps  by  deta,ch-ments,   the  mass  of  them,   dismounted,   i,Tith  cavalry  at  the  belts

of  clearing,   interspel`sed  \.`rith  detectives  at   frequent  intervals,   in  the  rear.     They

first   f ormed  a  strong  picket   cordon  entirely  around  the  swamps,   and  then,   dra.wn  up

in  t-\'.to   orders  of  'oattle,adva.need  boldly  into  the  bogs  by  two  lines  of  march.     C'ne

pa.I.ty  swept  the  swamps  longitudinally,   the  other  pushed  str&ight  across  their

sma.llest  diameter.

''A  similar  march  ha.s  not  been  uncle   during  the  \-ra.r;     the   soldiers  \rt'ere

only  a  f ew  paces  apart,   and  in  steady  order  they  took  the  ground  as  it  cane,  now

plunging  to  their  arm-pits  in  f oul  sluices  of  gangrened  water,   not.,'  hopelessly

submerged  in  slime,   now  a.ttacked  by  legions  of  wood  ticks,   now  t,empting`   some  un-

faithful  log  or  greenishly  solid  morass,  and  plunging  to  the  tip  of  the  skull  in

poison  stagnation;  the  tree  boughs  rent  tiieir  uniforms;  they  cane  out  upon  dry

land,   rirany  of  them  ..-,.'ithout  a  rag  of  garment,   scratched  and  gashed  and  spent,   re-

pugnant     to  theiflselves,   And  disgustir`^g  to  those  v/ho   saw  thei-ii.;   but   not   one  `trace   of

Booth  or  Herold  `.i.ras  a.nyi\i`There   found.      ../herev6r  they  might  be,   the   swai.lps  did  not

contELin  them.

"„-hile  all  this  was  going  on,   a  f orce  started  fror.  Point  Lookout,   Eind

s\r\rei)t   the   nal`ro-.`-jr   nccks   of   Saint   I.:a.r`/'s   quite   11+`.   to   I..ec!1t3y'i;   I?eck.      To   complete

the  sear'ch  in  this  part  of  the  country,   Colonel  -"ells  gind  li.fajor  O'Bierne  started

v.rith  a.  force  of  cavalry  a.nd  inl.antry  for  Chappel  Point;  they  took  the  entire I
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penir`_sii.1a  as  bef ore,   and  mrched  in  close   skirmish  line  across  it,   but  `'?it}'iout

finding  anything   of   note.     The  rotter   oi`   enclosing  8.  house  v,fas   by  c£]LVELlry  adva.noes,

`vhich  held  all  the  avenues  till  mounted  deteci;ives  cane  up.     i.`any  strange  and  ludicr.ous

adventures   occurred  on  each  of  these  expeditions.     +.-i.bile  the  forces  were  going  up

Cobb's  l{eck,   tliere  v/as   a  coun.ber   J'`orde   coming   do.`..-n  fron  Allen's   I':.resh.

I

"  I,:qjor  O'Bierne   started  for  Leonardstcun with  his  detective  for.ce.

and  played  off  I.averty  as  Booth,   and  Hoey  as  Harold.     These   two  advanced  to

farm-houses  and  gave  their.  assumed  names,   as'ring  at   1,he   same  time  for  assis-

tance  and  shelter.     They were  generally  avoided.   except  by  one  man  named

Claggert.  who  told  them  they  might  hide  in  the  woods  behind  his  house.  When

Claggert  was  arrested,  however.  he  sta.ted  that  he  meant  to  hide  them  only  to

give  them  up.    \thile  on  this  adventure,   a  man who  had  heard  of.  the  reward

came  very  near`  shooting  Laverty.     T'he  ruse  no.,',-  became  hazardous  and  the

detectives  resumed  their  real  characters."

''A  few  miles  fran  Port   1'obacco  dwelt  a  solitary  woman.  who,  when

q`destioned,   said  that  for  many  nights  she  had  heard,   after  she  had  retired

to  bed,  a man  enter  lier  cellar  and  lie  there  all  night.   depal.ting  before

dawn.    I`,{a.jor  O'Bierne  and  the   detectives  ordered  her  to  place  a,lamp  in  her

window  the  next  night  she  heard  him  enter,  and  at  dark  they  established  a

cordon  of  armed  officers  arouni3`   the   olace.     At  midnight  punctually  she  ex-

hibited  the  light.  when  the  officers  bl.oke  into  tile  hcus6  and  thoroughly

searched  it,  without  res`Lllt.     Yet   the  woman  i]ositively  asserted  t`nat   she

had  iiear`=`i   the  man  enter.

"  It  was  afterward  found  that   she  was  cf  diseased  mind."

At  this   juncture,   General  BgLker  decided  to  establish  a  telegra.ph  st8.tion

at  a  poirit   do.`7n  the  F`otom&c   for  the  use   of   searching  posses  and   on  Sunday  the

23rd,   sent  €in  operator  and  two  detectives  f or.  this  pur|jose.     The   sane  steer;ier

\ii/hick  took  these  men  doi.'m,   brought  back  one   of  the   detectives  Eind  a  negro,   who

st&ted  positively  that  ho   had  seen  Booth  and  another  }`ran  on  Saturde.y  night,   cross

__    _ _           -      --=±==+ ---- nd;-
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the  Potomac  ir`.  a  fishing  boa.t,   "while  he  was  looking  doun  upon  them  from  &
V

a.nd  rilthough  tifel was  at  first  skeptical,  the  negro  answered  so  readily and

intelligently,   recognizing  Booth  from  photographs,  that  Baker  felt  at  last  he  "had

the  true  scent."     (35)

j.iccording  to  the  testimony  ol-Lieut.   L.B.   Baker,   (36)  after  talking  to  the

negro,   General  Baker  (then  Colonel)   came  down  "from  the   u`-ar  Department  and  saidi

'Lieutenant,   we  have  got  a  sure  thing,     I  think  Booth  has  crossed  the  r`iver,   and  I

want  you  to  go  right  out.'     I  had  been  out  on  tv,ro  trips.     I  said,   "i'here  are  no  r!i.en

to  go  \-,i.th  ne®'     lie   said,    '',-je  will  have   some   soldiers  detailed.`     Iie   sat   do ..-,in  and

ir"i-iedi8.tely  \-,'rote  a  letter  to  General  r&ncocka     Then  he  said,   'Is  there  no  one  in

the   office  vTho  can  go  \-7ith,  you?I     I   said,    'No  one  but   Colonel  Conger.'     Colonel

Conger  was  larr,e,   and  had  not  been  out.     Said  he,   'Can  he  ride?'     I  said,   '1  think

he   can.'     I  found  Colonel  Conger,   and  he  said  he  would  go."

Baker  at   once  requested  a  deta.chrfient  of  cavalry,   which  v7as  sent  to  hin

u£%r±h^e;:,riarabE:#ui°fh:1::t:n::itE:Th:::::,;sD:::::::':`t:Ga¥`e``t¢t+fiou?e`:;cthL:7n:i.J

made  friendg,   Ef:=.I:±-e===:fiJP±+ (37)   Be±±=E±  he  rag  Seated  on  a  bench  in  Lafay-

Ctte  Square  o;Z;P.o;it#t#e   .-hite  House,   in  company  \iith  another  of f icer  of  the  16th

}\T.Y.   Cavalry. A-#hile  conversing  there  he   I.eceived  the  follo\'+.ing  orderi-

"Headqunrt?rs,   I)ept.   of  .¥-;ashington.
April  24th,   1865.

"Cormranding   Officer,   16th  N.Y.   Cave.1ry,

„ Sir : -

"You  \r.Jill  a.t   once  detail  a  relia.ble  aLnd  discreet   co]unlissioned  of f icer,

with  t\r,.'enty-five  men,  well  mounted,  with  three  days  rations  a.nd  forage,  to  report

at   once  to  Colonel  L.a.   Balcer,   .igend   of  the  ..,''ar  DepartLientg   aLt   211  Permsylvania.

Avenue.

"By  Colrmiand  of  General  a.a.   Augur,

(Signed)           J.E'.   Sowa.11,   A.A.A.G."

"In  Eiccordance  t-7ith  the   foregoing  order,   lst  Lieut.   Edv7ard  P.   Doherty,

#{`.a
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is  hereby  detailed  for  the  duty  specified,   and  i`..rill  report  at  once  to  Col.  L.a.

Baker,   211  Pennsylvania  j'ive.

*Jkeif`if
EE

"N.B.   Si.iritzer,
"Colonel  16th  l`J.Y.   Cavalry

"Bvt.   Brig,   Gen'1.,   U.S.A."

proceeded  to  the  barracks,   had  "Boots  and  Saddles"   sounded,   and  took

the  first  twenty-five  men  in  i;he  saddle,   Ser.geant  Boston  Corbett  being  the  only

man  f ron  his  o`-in  company.     In  less  than  half  an  hour  they  had  reported  i ol.  orders

to a  Baker,  who  then gav#oiz;#``B:'£:':r=:n¥uDohertw  photographs  of  Booth  and

Herold  (38)   and  at  t-he  salne  time  pointed  out  \'fith  a  pencil  the  place  on  t.he  map

v,rhere   Booth  and  lierold  had  crossed  the  PotornELc  according  to  the   colored  n.ran's

story,   a.nd  '\`,J-here  he,   Baker,   believed  they  would  be   found  hidderi.  between  that  river

ThethreeoffLcer„,L#v;¥=;_yt#:T=:`:¢:+:~€¥=:t=£o#{=:=aayza;,ternoon
and  the  Rappahannock.   (39)

on  board  the  steaner  John  S.   Ide  and  disembarked  at  Belle  Plain,   on  the  border  ofI    .  -_ --
Stafford  County,   Virginic].,   a.t  ten  o'clock  that  night.     Belle  Plp~in  was  the  nearest

Fotoi]rac  River  landing  to  .-r#icksburg,   seventy  miles  south  of  ..`ashington.     litre

the  steamer  n-i&de   fast,   v/hile  the  party  galloped  of f  in  the  darkness  in  the  direct.uion

of  Fro#icksburg.     They  proceeded  for  about  three  miles,then  turned  to  the  south-

v,'est  and  rode  condinuou.sly  through  the  night.

Here  let  us  leave  th.e  searching  parties  and  again  take  up  the  efforts  of

Booth  and  Herold  to  escape.
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