THE ASSASSINATION.
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Hanging of Mrs, Surratt, Payne,
Harrold and Atzerodt.

They are Excented Simultanecusly.

Attempt to Reprieve IMrs. Surratt.
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LAST DOURS OF THE CONDEMNED

SCENES AT THE SCAFFOLD.
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Speeial Dispatch to The N. Y. Tribuna
Wasuixaton, Friday, July 7, 1865,

The curtain has fallen on the last act of the
great conspiraey drama, and Mrs, Sarratt, Payne, Har
rold, nud Atzcrodt, the uufortunate vietims of the arch
assassin Looth, have gone to their reward, If even
the most charitable concede to the authors of snch
Reinous crimes the pardon of & forgiving Heaven,

Goneral Havcock was hotly last night
sond this forcnoon for cards of admission, but adhered
to Lis purpose to almif ouly those who desived to
be prescnt as a matter of business instead of enriosity
In conscquence the assemblago inside the walls of the
jail-ynrd was not large, being composed of a detach
ment of the 15t regiment of Hancock's Covps, selected
$0 act as guard on the oecasion, repreresentatives of
the press and a few other citizens to whom the privi-
Jege of Leing present had been specially accorded.

For a long tiwe previous to the executions, sobs,
moans oud eries were beard issuing from the grated
window fronting the jail yard to the sonth, whreh at-
tracted a Jarge group of the yeportorial corps, who were
assiduounsly engeged in noting  down every trifling eir-
sumstance coming under their limited ubservation.

“To the north of the corridor in a cell, Atzerodt in
sonversation with his former mistress, could be dis-
tinetly seen. He frequently used his handkerchief to
remove the perspiration from his face, and oceasionally
sobbed quietly, us sbe addressed him, apparently in a
feeling nianner. None of the other prisoners were visible,

In the wain hall or corridor slowly strude a number
of v ilitery officers, among whom the fine figure of Gen,
Hancock appeared utintervals, going to and from the
oells of the condemned, or giving necessary instruc-
tlons to his officers.

The er es issuing from the cells were those of the
sisters of Hairold and the daughter of Mrs, Surratt,
whose grief was naturally enough affecting and uncon-
trolluble,

Thus pussed the interval from 10 till 2 p. m,, the
sentries in the meantie slowly pacing their beats in a
thoughtful mooed, as if they dreaded the awful scene
soon to be enacted and would feel relieved as soon ag it
was over; the biue coits on the walls looking down
silently upon the scaficld below and everyone exhibit-
ing the greatest decorum aud seeming to be daly im-
pressed with thé uverawing solemuity of the occasion.

hesieged

New York

Daily Tribune

Saturday, July 8, 1865

page 1

From Uie cupclfol a detached building a large erowd
looked dowu iato the jaul-yard, while Gardiuer, the
photographist, with his instruments posted in the old
shoe shop buildi was industriously engaged in
preparations for obtaining numerous views of the group
about to appear on the scaffuld. p

At ten winutes to I o'cluck Gen. Hancock personslly
posicd the sentries around the scaffuld, and the vuter
guard were ordered to come to “attention,” prepara-
lory to the appearance of the prisoners.

At precisely 1 o'clock, Gen. Iartranft and Stafl
smerged from the Prison, .and in a moment afier were
followed by the coudemned.

Mrs, Surratt came first, dressed in black, supported

on either side by an officer, and followed by her spiritua)
advisers, Fathers Walter and Wiget of the Catholic
Chorch, She wore a bluck bonnet ard vail as on the
triel, and bad to be almost entirely supported by the
sfficers attending her.
i Next came Atzerodt, also necessarily supported by a
soldier on either side, and dressed about us he was on
the trial, » bare-headed. He was attended by his
spiritnal advisers, the Rev. Dr. Butler, of the Lutheran
Chareh, and the Rev., Mr. Winchester, Chaplain of
Donglas Hospitul,

Then caine Harrold, dressed, in his ordinary prison
alothes, with a slouch cioth hat on, the brim being
torned down., He, too, was much prosirited and had
to be supported by n soldier on either side. He wase
followed by the Rev, Dr. Olds of Christ Church, Navy-
Yard, and the Rev. AMr. Vaus, Chaplaiu, Uunited States
Army,

Payne alone camo beld and erect, without any sup-
port, & guard walking on either side of him, He was
@ressed in a bive shirt and pants, with a rather jaunty
siraw hat on, and was followed by his spiritual ad
visers, the Rev. Dr. Gillette of the Thirteenth-st. Bap- |
tist Church, and cther attendants, |

Fayne alone of the prisoners ascended the scaffuld |
without the support of his attenduuts, Four \ru»dnu{
arm-chairs had been placed there for the reception of |
the prisoners, ard they were seated as follows,
facing West: Mrs. | Surratt, on the North|
next to the prigon; Payne sat next;
Hairold next, and Atzerodt ne Mrs, Surratt and |
Payne opposite one drop, and Harrold and Atzerodt
epposite (he otber, the fife-cighths manilla rope, with

lis ominous noose, dangling before each respectively,
the nooses reaching to wi
kaches from the floor.

On tiie prisoners being seated, or rathér sinking Into
Sheir clinivy, the finding and sentence of the Military
Commiesion, as approve the President and al
clear, ealm voice by Maj
nft, standing in the middle of
nce of the prisouners as
¢ t, and the
photograj uments
wpper wind of an
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rein
crowd and Gardner's
peering  from the
opposite building,
in the brecze
)efore them, was that of agony ineffable.
The thought came rushing upon the mind of the Epec-
fator: **Ob! what wounld they not give if they could
wdo the fatal acts ihat -have cousigned them to this
Agony and infamy §"”

Mrs, Sarratt was very much prosirated, and seemea
bo he kept alive almost entirely by the spiritual cunso,
lations of her advicers, who were unremitting in their
Atteutions until the end.

After the reading of the sentence by Gen. Hartranft, |
Bev. Dr. Gillette stepped forward in behalf ot Payne,
and stated that he had been requested l"_v the prisouer,
Lewis 1 hornton Pow ell, alias I’ayue, to publicly, on this
Sccasion return his sincere thanks to G Hartranft
and the officers and men under his command tor their
Wniform kindness toward bim during bis confinement.
Yot one unkind word, look or gesture had been givea
8im by any one of thewm, |

The Reverend Doctor then led in a fervent prayer in
bebislf of the prisoner, in which the lutter followed, |
iis eyes at the same time |
thron : of

the
Immediately |
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tonuition ns well as cournge, and thereby excited the
‘ Pity of the spectators fully as much as any of the other

annerved,
of Harrold and Atzerodt also

| Murned the thanks of their charges respectively foGen.

Hartranfl and his officers and men, for theirimiform
kindvess; and joined in prayér wiih the prisoners in
succession. Dr. Butler preceding his in the case of At.
zerodt with an impressive exhortation.

During all this time the advizers of Mrs, Surratt
were assiduous in their attentions to her, and, by their
cousolations kept ber measurably nerved up for the ter
rible denouement. She appuared—bating ber unavoid-
uble prostration—passive in their bands and resigned
to her fate,

On the conclusion of the prayer in the case of Atze-
rodt, which was the last, the prisoners were led for-
wurd, supported by their respective attendants, gnd the
ropes ndjusted arognd the neck by different persons.
About the same time Mre, Surratt scemed, by a desperate
mental eoffort, to nerve bhessell ap specialiy for this oceas
sion, lovkiug forward and arouud her, for the only
time, with an air of mingled determination and resigua- |
tion. ller bonnet and veil were removed previous to |
the putting of the noose apon her neck,

Payne beld back bis lead and was particuldr about
having the vovse adjusted and secured by tightening
ubove bis ** Adum's apple,” as if it bad been the ad-
justiment of a ¢ravat for a festive oceasion.

Harrold and Atzerodt, during the process of adjusting
the ropes, luoked as if expertencing jueffabie agony, as
well as Mrs. Sarratt, who was now bordering on o
faanting condition nnd was kept conscious only by the
assidous fanning and other attentions of her attendants
Payne stvod erect and unsupported, and he alone, it
was said by oue of the spiritual advisers, had come

gence in etimulunts,
which Le had steadily refused, saying that he wisled to
die with an unelouded mind.

At the conclusion of the address of Atzerodt's spirt-
nal attendant and his deeply solemn and feeling petiti-
on to Heaven for Divine clemeuey, he was condeeted
to the drop by his attendants, and while the white cot-
ton band were being tied about his legs ana
arms, exhibited great weakness and emotion, being
scareely sble to remain in an erect position. The noose
was ihen placed about his neck, and previous to its final
adjustment he addressed a few inaudible words to his
exeenutioner, and the rope was removed. Gen. Hartranft
tlien approached, whea Atzerodt evidently repeated his
request, and 1he noose was then drawn over his head,
when be exclaimed in a terrified voice: ** Geutlewen,
tuke warn,” probably iuntending to eay, what his
agonized feclings prevented him from expressing:
* Gentlemen, take warning by my example.”

A moment after and he tremblingly ejaculated,
“ Good hye, gentlemen, who are before me now.” And,
after a short interval, added, ** May we ail meet in the
other world.”

As the rope was being adjusted to his neck, and just
before the drop fell, be eried out in rather a lond voice,
*Dont choke me.” These weore the last words he nt,
tered, which were succeeded by several audible
groans.

At this juneture the mooses and vwhite caps having
all begn aljusted, Capt. Rath, Assistant Provost-Mar-
shal, haviang immediate charge of the execution,
stepped im _front «f the secaffuld, on the ground, and
motioned to all attendants on the scaffold to step back
off the drops, which they did, the proper ones stiji
reaching forward and supporting their charges respect-
ively on the drops,

Tmgediately on this movement being accomplished,
Captaln Rath also gave the signal for the props to be
k#ccked from wunder, which was done Ly a
swinging = seantlin for ecach shoved ' longitudi-
nally; and the four conspirators, having fallen
about five fect each, were ieft dungling spasmodically
in the air. Tle contortions of Payne were the greatest,
attribotable to his highest physicai condition. Ha:reld
died next hardest. The cdeaths of Mrs, Surratt
and Atzerodt were comparatively easv. Mrs. Surratt
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2 convulsive effort to bring her hands |,
1 her right side in frout of her and tley remained

in such contorted position until ehe was cut down.
After the convulzions of all were over, Mys, Surratt,
Payne and Atzerodt hung with their heads ' bent for-
ward, while that of Harrold inclined back, which latter
said by experts to be the only execution on correct

ayue the furl'lr(‘IlC\h of all his sius, and a passage out
of this woild into the joys of heaven.

The minister who attended IHarrold also returned
thanks for the kind treatment of the prisoners, and
offered a prayer that God would receive his sonl.

Harrold was affected to tears.

The minister who attended Atzerodt also returned
for him thanks to Gen. Hartranft and other officers for
e ol n;(::‘ ::]1; ;:~;::::e:dd then invoked the mercy of God

This morning Judge Wylie granted an appli- The condemned were then required to rise from their
cation of the counsel of Mrs, Surratt for'a writ of habeas | seats, when the chairg. were removed.” They were now
corpus commanding Major- . HMancoek to produce | all op the drops. ‘' Their hands were fas:\-.nml behind

y of Mre, Surratt before the Court. The writ|them, their legs bandaged both below and above
was returnable at 10 o’clock; but nearly two hours after | the knces, and white caps placed over their heads,
that time Gen. Hancock entered the cox companied |  Atzerodt, while being pl\pdp{_d fosgtlie éSgention, ex-
by ALtm‘ney-(h‘;noml. eed, who apologized for the ap- claimed:
naking » return on the part of the Gen-| ** Gentlemen, farewell! Take ocare!” and, * Good-]
eral, as i e. Ile then procceded to|bye, gentlemen, now before me 1”
read the return, in whie :n, Hancock said the body | One of the clergymen standing near exclaimed: L4
Mrs. tt was in his possession uunder and by *“May we all meet in the other world,”
ue of an order from President Jolnson for the pur- As soon as the noose was pluced arourd each neck,
s expressed, &c., which order is as follows: Mrg. Surratt’s being the last one adjusted, the section
R hiclfm é‘ﬁvl:n' A 5. |of the ['Jlutfurln on which they had- been standing sud-
N reiie.t Of ha : denly fcll, aud the culprits were hanging several feet
that the writ of 1 1 from the ground. Mrs. Surratt and Payne sedrcely
1 in such ecase his; moved a muscle, Atzrodt exhibited some t=itehings,
O LU > it and dyrect [" " but Harrold show ed more nervous ibility the Ny
order heret ven upe i Ty BCHRTIE et
ry Commiss nd you wiil | of the others. TLe bodies bung nntil life was extinet,
u ‘:‘ L”{l:’\l\v‘{‘ JL')li. : [:mlv \\“4-10.111'101'\\ « ven over for burial, the rough
T 9 ; A cofling bein hand for that purpose.
The Court remarked tkat no further The sarra ts for the execution were perfeet.
Major-Gen. Uancc was present throughout the pro-
ceeding

It is said Payne last night made a statement in hehalf
of Mru Surratt, esonerating ber from eomplicity, and
that anotler persen subscribed to an aflidavit impeach-

g the testiwony of rn important witne s agaiust ber.

ter. Attorney-Gen. Speed brie
ing upon the stinction betwee
and military jurisdiction, showing the utier
i leg, canying on war, maintuin-
imeat in times of war, &e., by pr

» prevent the intrusion of p
ition, none being admitted e those

ously supplied with tickets by Major-( Hanp-

of Mrs. Surratt and Harrold spent sev.
eral hours with them during the forenoon. and the
were als nded by tleir spiritual advizers, as were
also Payne ] Atgerodt.

A few minutes after 1 o'clock the outer prijson door
was op 1, and Mrs. Suirait v supported on her
way to the gal.ows by two military officers. Next fol-
lowed Ateerodt, Harrold and Payne, accompanied b
guard and their respective ministers of the gospel

ts were provided for them on the platform in
ing order: Mrs. Surratt, Payne, Harrold
srodt. Theofficers intrusted with the exeeu-
tion and the ministcrs occupied intermediate positions.
\Major-Gen. H inft, who has been, from the com-
mencement, in charge of the prisoners, came forward
and read an order from the War Department, o ready
published, approving tle sentences and orde
penalty of the law to be inflicted.

A heavy guard wae stationed on the walls surround-
ing the grounds, while below soldiers were formed on
two sides of a square. Perhapd-several hundred civil-
is were present’ anxious spectators of the solemn
scene.

Oune of the priests attendant on Mra. Surratt repeated
a short pray 0 which Payne, who was scated next
to Ler, attentively listened.

The minister who ha@ been administering to Payne,
expressed in the name of the latter his sincere thanks
to Gen.Hartranft,and the officers and soldiers who had
charge of him, for their personal kindness. They had
not uttered an unkind word, nor given an unpleasant
look or gesture, but seemed to compassionate his mis-
fortane.

The minister then uttered a brief prayer, asking for




