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N, HEARD
ory  or  the  W6Ifare .Island  rl`erelict  Wlio

Iliststed  HQ` Was  "Afu..  PrcotoL.,"  in
Whoso  `;Bed  Lincoln  Died"  .

HOMAS   PROCTOR   told   his   story
bit by bit before he died,  ; week  or so`#REo?int%gfEif%afiFrs.pni§x€:;t%g:n=:ifif3#i

$4 Bu`t  there  wei.e  many  who  disputed  the
_'¢tors  of  t.he  hazy  memory.    Thomas  Proc-
'`tor,   after   many   years,   had   been   found

i#s:|':n::-;yy.::ie;:::.d::i::!e=:g:eFh:h=f-eatno:,;
I a.  wahderlng-mind.    Others' insisted tba.t.
;   was   in  the   room   and   oh   the -bed   of
VIlliam  T.  Clack  that  Ijiricoln  died.

IECE   by   piece`,   however,   Chaplain,
Sydney R.  Ussher  of  the City  Mission

toclety,  who for,''nine  years  has  ministered
a  the  derelicts  who  find  their  way  to  t,he
Lone,   di`ew   incidents    of   the   day   from
'r'o'ctor.  -  Ther.a  were   days  when  the'  old
ham    c`ould   remember    little;,  there    were

\        ;::¥thers  when  he  told  mur,h.
elm  convinced  that  the` story  is  ti.ue,"
Chaplain  Ussher.    "It'is  too  detailed

be  otherwise.     Since  his  death  I  have
ked  to  Mr.  Proctor's  brother,  who  liow
es in Bi.ooklyn.    He assures me.he heai`d

same   story  iri<his  youth  in   his   own
Ome-he  was  fifteen  yea±rs  ycunnger  than
'homas.     But   soon   I   hope   to   have   the
omplettt,  proof.     There  ts  a  in,in  in  Cali-
Drnia.     I     believe.     who     instructed    the
tretcher'-bearers who carried I,incoln fron`

Fd'8   Theatre   across   the   scree.t   to   the
®tersoa   boarding   nous6.     He   will   krlow
hot,her   he  took   the   dying  President   to
[ark's.  room  or  to  Pi.octor's.    I  am  goill8

a-:`find  h]m."

apRhoec:8osi
died irdibsonia, Pa., where

'=.71      he  wzrs  taken  a  short  tim^e  ag-o  after

*pending,,riore  than   seven  years   in   the
Home.     He  was   eighty-seven   year.a
Oric.I  he  had  been  a  prominent  law-
]-Its health and his nerves hard crashed
his  wjf6.s  death  and  he  had  vanished,

I  fat-as  his  friends  were  concerned`
One  day  iou+  years  ago  a  former  asso-
ato  was  visiting  anotrier  inmate  at  the
[ty  Home.    He  I)clssed  Proctoi.  in   orle  of
ie  wards.   -He believed  he  recognized  hiln

i:::;::-:

apt)roa€hed   him.     Proctor   confirmed
identity.
wa.`  then  that  Ch2iplain  LTssher  begari

pleeo   together   his   story.     The   chap-
js  a  confidant  of  many.    Broken  men
women. wards  of the  city, bare to  him
storiec}   of   "better   days."     `There` h-ave

Salwa.vs  been  "better  days."all---- ``.:`:.t3`:``::    `..

:Searching  his- `mind  from
time  to` t]ine.  told  o`£  his  life  in  Wasri-

ington  when  he  w&s  in  his  twerities.     IIe
had   met   `Lii]ct``lri   wbe]`    employed   in    the
War   `Depariment`    The   two  :had   -pecomeL
lriends.      When   Pi`octoi''  was   asslg'n.ed   tD
the  Bureau  of  Returns  the  friendship  w&s
continued,  wit.h  the  young  man  executing
many  of  the  .secret  missions  of  t_he 'Presi~t
dent  personally.     ,`
-  "We   understood   each   other   somehow,"

Pl.octor   _told   Chab]a.in   LTssher.
President  would  often  steal  away  from
White  House  and  come  down  to  my  I.oo
and  talk  u.ith  me.     They  wet.e  days  `¥jT\(
he  \`-as   troubled   and   w€`nted   to  get   aw€
from   official   surrounding's."

-The  old' man  said  that  the  night  of  Aprl
14    he    had    attended    .qn    entertainment
When  he  returned  home  he  found``a  cr
gathei`6d    ln   the    st|.eel.      I-Ie    got'
house  just   as   sti`etcher--bearers   were  car

I  \i.}-liig   t`he`  wounded   Pi.esideiit,   in.      He

i   rected  them   to   liis   I.oom.
"I    rctmembci`   di.qtinctly   tha(    u.hen   the:

ri[it   him   in   lily   be(I   they   hat`1   to   r)lac.e   bin
in   a   diagttnal   t)ositio]i."   ¥aicl,the   ol(I   niaii
"H®  \`-as  too  tclll  to  lie  in  t]ie  normal  P-osi

tlon."

Tilij":::::idc,1:t
died  ,at    7:22    ill   the
a   drawllig   whic[i   ap+

only  Lincoln  btit  John  Burroughs,  the-?{
ui`alist,   as   well.    He   and   Burr.ough.e!  'h-frequently  studied  to.gether  ahrl  had  go

|  off  on  trips  in  the  illt<ei.est  of  scie}ice.I      .``Jolin  had  one  fajl'ing,"  be  once  told

Ussher  of  Burroughs.    "I  never  told  hi
about  it,  but  it  was  true.    When  he  }rii%
food ,for  the  birds  sometinies  they  il.oul'd
e.at`it.     When   I   did   they  always   ate
But_ that  was  because  I  tasted  lt  first  a

ht.    Bui.1.oughs  dldn't."`tf:±i  nANIt

tJ"I0H

Springfield,  Mass
ltlarch  25,1925

t7.  Wilkes.Iroolh's Gt'aFe.

;c#Bfittinr-i-i:,a`f={g:e3,ioivout?tt-{tc:
W}lkes-. B'6oth,' 'a?5s{assin    of   'Pi.esi
Ijinco|p,~,~`Vasc b`ii`ied  in  the  Booth fami.

Tggtir.:sa:a:.e``t£: `F£::=  :I:s[;,et+es  :1:::i:`:t¥

slioTi.n.     istauding.  in  the  center  is  a  08_ui.e
identifle{I    in    the    I)t.int.    as    "Mi`.    Proctor='.-

The   old   man   seldchi   sjtoke   a.I  the  con-
trovei.sy   his   stoi`y   cause€l-tile   dispute   in
which    it    was    claimcil    that    lt    ``-a>s    ln
Clai\k's   I)ed   that   Lincoln   died.   `  When   tt
was  point,ed  out  t,hat  (.`jark  liad  seiit  hoino
tile   President.s   slioos   ti]i[]   a   blood-.gtalned-

pillow  case  the  thjn,  gi`tly  man,comtiientedi"Do  .\'ou  think  that  flny  inan  ``'1io  really`

I`-ilew  an(I   loved  the  P1.esld6nt   tr'ould   havq;rt
done  that?    Would  he  ha.ve  presei'vcd  such_.
ghastl}-1..mlndel`,S  9f  such  a  scene?.'

ri`om  day  to  day  the   haz}r   mind   would
clear    foi.    further    details.      All    of    theg
ChftSlain   lJi:Sher  listed  in  ad  iiotebook.    On
is  the  iiame of the  tljrectoi-  of the sti.etcher
bearei.s,  the  man  in   California,   whoiTi  th
m'inister   hopes  to'find  in  a  final  effort  t
set  histol.v  straight.

IT
was  the   Lincoln   story  tliat  cal|e

Proctor  to  the'  attelltion.o£  Gouverneu

i:i::kit:,io:I::;I;:|e:i;:;:,e;;-::,:I::;,:::;:,;i:i:I;;t,eif;
got   a   new   start   he   begari   proi-\iding
derelicts    ln    I.oom`q    he    I.ented   foi.`   thei
Later   he   bought   the   pi.operty   in   Peii]
sylvania   i`.here  he  now  cares  for  ]2iany.

The  day Proctor  ``:as  to  be taken  i.o  Gil
sonia  li.e  was  given   a  llreakfast  of `bac(
and  eggs.

"Bacon!"  he  echoed  i`-hen  he  saw  it. -

haven't  tasted  bacon  for  ten  }-ears.:'
on   the   train   he   saw:`several   coins   1

Chaplain   Ussher's  hand.     He'had  been
pequits?.a   Tvard   fdr   so   I_one   th-&t

Was such a

Marylancl   -Histoi.ical    Societ`.v.    Boolti.`

ily  p'I,at  there  June   6,  1869. `
-Acool.dihg     to     t}ie,     1.ecorfis     ®£

hody` ``fas   brought   her`e. from   Wfi'gh:
ington,-`Feb.   ]8,   of  t]'ie 'saine   }'e±tr -an
\`'as   kept   in   a   vaul,t   at   Greenmoun!`  .'\
until  final  interment.    `

•'The  faqu`ily  fully  i{lcntifiecl ~tlie  bed

as   that   of   John   Wilkes   Booth,   a
stateinbnts `-to   the   coiitl'ary   notwlt±
standing,"  a s'tatement  tEiken  from  t]
records   of   the   histoi.ic&l`  society   d
§lai.es.-[Kansas  City  St£`ir.


