
_``\

`.

\
Err

¥£2'`~    ,,

s,s#JSsin

tin  BLANCHE
_D-e  E>AR-c. 6o-OTH .  2£

l¥""r i rdrtl   P\

ecalled  'foy`  N_iece

rmWORm-.an.11.19251

`ci,n     with    ±tw3     Saroford`   Dodg'g

Stocze  company,  whicwi Dteued,  ed5.^
the west o"d so"*b.    i

~ By Blanclle 'De Bar Booth
tMIN'NEA.PioLIS.   Mlnn.,   Jam.   ,8.-

try  first  recollectlion is of the home
my  grandrofher.  Boot.h,   near   Ba;
more,  Md.,  when  I Was  a small  a:
I  was  born  ln  Phlladelphla,-when

ilkes B®othi
I father,  Jun,lus  Brutus  H3opLh  2d,   wa
barely  twenty-one',   my  mother `abou

I ih; m¥heeragein i;,::: pT¥ckagth[;r B¥on:
to£.    I.atei.  my  father  managed  silo

+£s3¥:]]:7%:tg:e£,etr:]Tu£:¥nE:u:ttuh:.{sB[#
my  mother was Clementina DQBa

She   came  from  a   f.amlly  of  Engl.ls
actors,  her tor`other,  Benedlck De Ba
being a`'comedian of exceptional talon
She  was  a  stralght-laced  woman,   o
great   inehtal   albility   and   wonderf

I-\educati,on.
My father was a handsome man, ari

;i.CTNueRWLgfig5#S
I.1<-i            -,I.,t.``-'`.          -±                                    r

fflancke'\b: Bar Prepari

:'¢:#hefi:rs£:ttawgaespi:::.`
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REother riad Played With
\y"

slayer in riichmorid just
[ \Beford the Tragedy.

The  inerrator  of  the  foltoaping     '
remin¢scenee8,  JZ3ow¢om     on  -the     ,`,
Amer4ckn  stage  for  many  u6ors   `
as Bzanche De Bar, ts a d,aacgivter     \
of  Juntwrs  Brutvi8  Booth % bu  an     \i
earzey   un¢rriage.      Miss    De,Bar  `  ',
w#;peHSr.`%apfypehr&:]##±=r

¥:Z5npsB/SReeBOovy
-:-+                          I   ,-          -`   `_  I  -----

Her   fia;±her,  the  `ctdest   Son   of
the   farmott.8   tragedian,   coent   to
OalkfoJrntw.     Her   mcytheT   'ptwued-
¢m the Nohh Severat. uear8 there-

::£¢e£„c¢G"%¢:85pr„  :¢¢¥fom:;¢#:  V¢a?
w9:Sh John Wtllces  Booth, iirorttt .'bedore  the  as§as8bant¢on  of  Pre5-
-deem,S.  I,4nooin.-

`    M48Sr  De   Bar,   Who   in  private
•`Itfe  has  be:en  terrowm,`a8   Bzanehe'

h,  Trow  lives  _€%  Minneagr!olis,

ore  unttl  rece'utly  She `ioingrtbt

much  attracted  by  beautif ul  wome
Diur{ng   an   engagement   in   Bosto
when\I  was 'handly  chore  than  an  in

::::'n:em::CaE:r{::a#::e.dffyamnotahce¥T
has  to]`d   me  that  Miss  Mace  was

woman,  a fiery woman  Who

*u;:i:aavs%ub£::oWE£¥gYbe::ethweh%¥
ct   opposite   of   my   mother.   There
erfe  mar}y quarrels and reconcilations

the    actual    separation    top,k

Ln€tthhee,¥o¥,a:F.T¥:[tusfo:I,£6t:hs{n5fi#t

F`ather  ln  don  Rush.

:a:h:ehar::cn¥dt]:%£E:i;in:%:±qu+{e{jeo¥n::dt¥fif
rush.   My   1`ather`  was   but   a,   youth.
tiarely,tnenSineraed-f.erha¢ziarmntap`-

m8thh°='yobff{tneftahed`i:%Yi':eT:t[:Pkn=£:,
nothing  o'f  the   subsequent   Career  of
Harrlet  Mace.    No  dou.bt  she   played
with  my  father ln  his  earlier appear-
ances in California.    I know there was
no marriage, and at the time when his
second  wife  a|)peared  in  his life there
was  no  menltion  di  Miss  Mdee.

My   not.her.   tookrri me   to   the-'-home
of my graridmother DeBar, at Newa,rk,
N.  J.,  for  a  shortt`vl,sit,  and  then  my
first  real  reoo.1lectton.  as I say,  of the
hoime     of     the     elder     Booth     near
Ba,ltimore.   \

T'here  were  at  home  then,  as  I  re-
member,   my  aunt  Rosalle,  wlie  died
unmarried   in   1885,    my   .aunt   As,ia,
who   became   the    wife   of   John.  S.
Clarke, dehn  Wilkes  Boc>th,  a  led  of
twelve,   aB   my   memory   serves   me,
and  Joserih.

Of  all  the  family.  mv  favorit6  mzL
Jonn  WilkeB`Booth,  & lovable-lad.
was  to end  his  cares-r  as  the assassin I

:£dashpfeks!tdheen€w£;,a:hweorTanfbt;dhi::t::i
act.    Tn`en  ,ne  was  a  handsome  tboy, 1
tfri¢h  beautiful.`black eyes  and ouTling. i
hair.    His  dlsposltion  was  as  beauti- :
±ul  as  can  be  imagined.    Even  then',
he   gave  evidence   of  great  dramatic i

:)ility,  as  I  know  lit  now.
History    has    given    him   a   Pla.ce

merely-as  am   assassin.       Hls  ca,reef
w=;-;ut`~off`~-atTw~e-;-t;--six:--;h:i-:ri:I
was. a mere youth as life on the stage |

I-:_:teLg:_:_,aif:JOQal.__HLa.a _h_e   I.i_v_ed_,   wj±±__I!_Q



iieve  he  would  have  been  as  nrlted as
his  I.rather.  my  unel'e  Edwin.

I`think   Of  all  the  Sons   of  Junlus
Bru`tu.q  Bt}oth7  TJohn  Wflkes  inherited
more dramatie talent.    Hl§ was`a tal~
r`pt   borderin`g   genius,    eccentric   ge-
nlus  if  you  will,  but  it  was  a  spal`k
from the great nfire that burn`ed  ln  his
\father.

_.nryr&gmrmfn%#trtr%rt::qT°£®ttTe&6L\s&oe,r'5£°gfu=
of  my  uncl?  Edvin,  if  youn  connt  rQc-
ollecttons  of  him  as  a  boy.    He  was
older   than   John   Wllkes,   almost   a
man.   wrien   I   arrived   a.t   the   Booth

'`\farm, ` an\d`` already   engaged   in   diet-
in_atic   efroris`  with   John`   S.  \ Clarke`,
-whMoyafgt:r¥dafradthbe:,awma:¥#:i]:.very

little and soon aft'er m}- arrival he left
+`for  Califo'rni&  with \E'dwih  to  joln`  edy`\father,  who  had  made  some  `he&gway

there as an aQto`r`-manager.   I remem;
bar  one  experience  whloh  left  ine~ ln
fe&r  ®f  my. grandfath6i..

P   Sp®llln\g  nlsplenses `.unlus.   `
``   H€,hadrcalle¢  \ind   to'  .his   side   and

`hat  asked  me  to  spell  several  simple
evords,    which   1'  man`ag.ed,    I    think,
Without   to`o   much   t-rouble.    Then   he
\as[kend_in,:_ffa:,P]e]:ptei:edwrtrdeL;::Sgrwr£;

exc'ept     t`h.e     right     wa,y,      ..`8ugir,""suged" and  "sugg6r,"  when he  gave
me  up in disgust.

jstrlking.\one of his  poses-he waf a_
violent man .when  he was crossedLhe
declared   to`  Iny   grandmother   that  I

'; possessed  no  such  lntel`1ie`ence  as  vias

( natural to  a€Bo6tii.
\     My   grandfather   tnever   carner  ba,ck

Booth  I  was  haken  by  my  mothel. -to

marry Mr. rclarke,  and her  tva sons,
Tohn\Wilkes  ind joseph.          `    '

goon  after  the  den-th  of  ,#be  elder

rfuis`   .,,My
was  both  father  and  mctner
and  taught  me  my  early\k"
qf  the  stage.    I  still  peeall  hl
g¥ea.t  actor.   a  gre'at`  comedi"
entitled to nig name.  the Great

I  wag  e.ducated  at
SDringflem,   Ky.,  and  at  Sty.

t'that  time' two

DeBar
to  rae

:hneatpe¥atrhe°¥#D::
Bar Theatre  in ` St'. ` I,oulst and tri{
•baia.ted   St.    Chja,rles   Trieatre
Orlea,ns.      He    manalged     bof

£;:yiet:in;lp::ura¥t:d#:saLREtirf.n:
fob  qui ngother' on  the. g€a}ge.  ~ To  this
my  uncle  assented.    T
rEsorimg  _o£  1$65\.`

I   had   vistted
yCiars   earlier,   soon  \af

Mt}rml+ig  of  Her  nebnt.              I
I   remember   Stand,in'g   ip   my   hed-i

Amril,   taking

a,dy  For  in debut.    1  was  the  'hap-i
==eyRE& I+ rvye  'had_ P~a_dj

e w\ar  Was
surrendered,   and  arth
Hs  s&driesa,   it  had
'l`There-  haLd  `been

hcme, `in  wh`ich birtte
ari[ntg]eeddete{ari°;te5:#

h  it  caused

I chagrin
had  be€n

termtnattoB` to  inajke  the  best of  wnatl
was  to  follow.

You  must  remember- tliaf we,  ®s  a
family,a/were`   Of   th`e   South.    All   our,

i:&td¥r;bg±SnncTe[::%:tEheBrs'oBu&#grb?;:¥:y£:t`:h¥
years   of   the  w&r,   nurBirig   Southern

;:{9th{:.rs#hs:£fgs]ynfjgths±::t*:::::::
the  Sout!h,  from  the  fonceptlon  of the
Cofife`deracy  to  its bitter  dofcat-

-All  members  Of  tho>€gmLly.   I  say,
Were  foz.  t.he  South,  £JEcept  my  uncle
Edwin.    His  tntel'ests,  finanGi8,lty  and-n  other  ways,  were  with  the  North.
I  think  he froa~d  a  Clearer  vlslon,  or,  at
least,   he  was  inri-different  environ~
ment.    He  was  living  ln  New  Yortt,
act,ing there,  engaged  in  t,he  business
of  theatre   owning.    His   wife,   Mars+
Devlinr`who  died  ln  1863,  had  l'1ved  ln
the  Norith  and  ha.d been  on't.ne  stage
fn9r/e'  `' But  a.t  that  period  in  otir  lives  we

t`t'.^'d{ffere
ists' t'Or  the
ing  because  &t  .had   fallen*

My  uncle;  Tohzi  Wnkes  Booth,  hafl

fedemcy   and  i;he  war`  h:ad  dlstur8)ed
hts  budding  oareer, on  the  steng`e.    He
ha;a  played  an  eng"gement  at  Riclh-
/mjond*  Va..  shortly ``|]efore , this
dELy Of  mine,  with ,my inother a mem`.

havppy I;

bar  o€  the  corxpany.    Earlier,  be for
the    walf/  7beigcon,'.   he   ihnd ` shown,`   hi
fee.linigs   torrar`d   the   North\  when   ri
suddenly left a ren'chrsal ln Riohimond
to go to Harper's Ferry ap the .time o
the  John  Brown  r`ald.

First News ogivrig®dy.
I  hnd  exarmned, i over  and  over,  in

| `costumes,_  every  one  of  which  repre
•J

=e;t#Ouh8?hu£8w¥:horthmeyncstri:-':.€n;£`!

synxpatthies  as`  myse`lf,   oia.me  running
into  the `bedroom.

``Miss  Blanche,  Misis  BlanQihe i"  She

:erirg£,e"[haca::rf[:ed',:?`!    ,So"Thipg
I  cenught  her  in  my`anrus  an``dr8he

fell  bn her  knees.
"Jchn   Boot!h   ha;s   killed   Lificoln;"

she  finally  sobbed  out.     "Jdrhn  Booth`
hias  chat  Ldnc`oln."`    1   ooti&d   not   boiieve   lt.     I   pressed
hop    r6r    more,\  lhut    She    ®ou`ld'   shy
nothing    more    thaaL'  "It's     in    ithe
pcoers."

Booths  had  plELyed  in  tense  se6nes
lh" the  stage.    AI'l  the  BootHs,  except
E}diwln,   haid   nved   tinroug:h   the   uar
vitti  its  tense  moments,  Sts  suffering,

throug`h  hours  when 'hapes  in®se  trmd
victory  seemed  ceriaiq,  and  -they  h&d
come  to  the  wreiek  Of -those  hohes,'  '

Now `the  Booths  were  playing pa,rid
inca drama of their own making.   NQ±
+hat   I   `wif h   to   convey   the   tnough'ti
that   the   mnd   act   Of  John   Wil&eS,
Boo€li  was condoned for a`moment by

L±±e_I_in_bL±f=i Q£_his-famLi!y_.__   RTo  one   re-
EFeit-€TaThe-t=fiiin€rTag6`dyunor6iEas`
:we.', i.I. think ,I  a!m, 8t!re  that  was+ tyues-:
.Qf  all

^But
the enuth.
a  member  of otir  fa.mily,  tdr#

•LiH#ichhadrafnaiflBEfi__fgp=gtRESS

Ameriioaon  the  stage  l\n
challenged,  bad  sfaot,down  the  Presi-'
ide_nt   of   the   United  istates  and  icas(
bemg   hunted   as , an   assaapin,   wltr^`
•  _ery  han¢`tumedagutrit  h{m.       r',  I

.  _,I_  do   Pot+  kn¢¥  .wlia.t__.¥ould_haw.e I

the, Sotith.    Human  nature  fights/
1ts`own'rin  the  face  of  eveFythlzlg.
have  lived
1f  eveFry  lifertyas  a  bcoik  many  pag

long ,enough  to ,know  th

of every vo]tirne-woquldtbe  tormi
`  trylmee ln O"e-Performmce.'

I  oSly  kn®ty  that  a,  young  wofmaT.T-Tr-.I+    I       _---+V    -r     ./  ---- a       '```./..^-utt|`

threshold   of   ha,ppln`ess,.  ivas•on   tchJe

pliirrg6d   into -the   depths' of   de§patr.
John   Wilkes   Bcrtyh   had`  beefi   like  a
ibfotfier fig me,  and I  remembered  nlm
ds `a` l®Vlh`g  hrother  more` than  as  aft
uncle.    ro be  sure,  our lives  hadbeen
separm;ted.`    I  had  ,beera  in-  a  convent
.in  t}i9  South,  he  making  his  first  am4
pears,ri¢es   on  the   stagre.     Before  the
war   there   had   Come  \to   me   ]etteri
telltr?g   of   triumphs,    small  ,thouath
th?gr ,may  have  been, in  the  li,ght  of
stage biistory.i .  Hi
mt}tlter` Booth,   h
fqu9r+:`~aTi.cfL  in   whie

En®r, my grand-
ltnessed  a  pr-

Tee  f}r`-,:    Edwin,
Bfutus   2d,   my  fatiher,   ,anid

a  had  appeared.
h'ls   terrfrole  thing   1}ad  hag-

`My ,fir±t  thong fit was  for my tJnc]e

Were  ,0¢

Bar.     r seemed  to  .Sense  at
t` the   #o-oths,   and   all`  who
the  BSctbs;  would  'be  iunde].

8tlaplctom
\tMy    uncle    came    tor  the`   house,
t.rieken  tt}y  trhet news  as  I-  hafl  been.

eQ`waited   fort  moLre   news.   and   theg;-e-v-6¥ig-'
lieved  -tie''would  eseEi`pe.

Wilkes  was ibeing hunted.  was '.da.tignti
tr'yipg.  tot  escape   and   shot,   we  were,#

gfrig];:rs,st}.¥L#:s¥nth:t¥iernep
many    Southerri   `sympathlzerS,
nope   who   defended   the   act   q±.m[#

.  My pUncle Ben De Bar's \theatr;,iv
f}losed.   , Althouigh   no  blame  was, a
|a®hed  to  that kindest  of 'menr  lt  Wage
natural  triat the  family  of  the  assas-
sin   would   bea.r   the   ftyurden   he   I
placeq  upon  lL

The  zfTewsf Q`f  Llncoln'B  death  addekyi\
to  our  misery  and  made  our  ptxpltioz}\I li,ardor ` than', . ever.

[n  the  NOTth,{  my  TJncle Hdwln,
ways  loya,I  .to  the  Union  eauae,`

t3::i;8eg`ot?h:eit£::;y`[onnde#fitphaei:
suffered   more   tllan   any    one   co

A    continui,ng    instalment    o€    M_iso

<S::th;8o:,adrroanti,Vs¢#*':yEe`Pnyblis.hed`rtry'`


