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Here was a new and most serious addi-
tional warning. The investigation on which
it was based was altogether independent of
that made by Pinkerton, and entirely unknown
to him. Colonel Stone, it will be remembered,
was the officer to whom General Scott in-
trusted the organization and command of the
District Militia for the defense of Washington
and the general supervision and control of the
city. The detectives, three in number, were
from New York, and at the request of Colonel
Stone had been selected and placed on duty
by Mr. Kennedy, superintendent of police of
New York city.* Inboth cases similar observa-
tions had been made, and similar conclusions
arrived at.

Warned thus of danger by concurrent evi-
dence too grave to be disregarded, and advised
to avoid it, not only by Judd and Feltonin Phil-
adelphia, but now also by Mr. Seward, the
chief of his new Cabinet, and by General Scott,
the chief of the army, Mr. Lincoln could no
longer hesitate to adopt their suggestion.
Whether the evidence would prove ultimately
true, or whether violence upon him would be
attempted, was not the question. The exist-
ence of the danger was pointed out and cer-
tified by an authority he had no right to
disregard; the trust he bore was not merely
the personal safety of am individual, but the
fortune and perhaps the fate of the Govarn-
ment of the nation. It was his imperative duty
to shun all possible and unnecessary peril. A
man of less courage would have shrunk from
what must inevitably appear to the public like
a sign of timidity ; but Lincoln on this and
other occasions concerned himself only with
the larger issues at stake, leaving minor and
especially personal consequences to take care
. of themselves. Mr. Frederick W. Seward was
therefore informed by Judd ¢that he could
say to his father that all had been arranged,
and that, so far as human foresight could pre-
dict, Mr. Lincoln would be in Washington at
6 o’clock the next morning.”t With this
message Mr. Seward returned to Washington,
while Mr. Lincoln and his suite proceeded to
Harrisburg, where on that same Friday, the 22d
of February, he was officially received by the
governor and the legislature of Pennsylvania.

No other member of Mr. Lincoln’s suite had
as yet been notified of anything connected with
the matter; but Mr. Judd had suggested to
him that he felt exceedingly the responsibility
of the advice he had given and the steps he

* See Lossing, “ Civil War,” Vol. IL., pp. 147-149,
a letter from Kennedy, and the narrative of Colonel
Stone. .

tJudd to Pinkerton, November 3d, 1867.

} Many caricatures and comments of that day were

based upon the following sentence in a dispatch to the
“New York Times” : ¢ He wore a Scotch plaid cap and

had taken, and that he thought it due to the
age and standing of the leading gentlemen of
the President-elect’s party that at least they

should be informed and consulted. “To the

above suggestions,” writes- Judd, “ Mr. Lin-
coln assented, adding: ¢I reckon they will
laugh at us, Judd, but you had better get them
together.” It was arranged that after the re-
ception at the State-house, and before dinner,
the matter should be fully laid before the fol-
lowing gentlemen of the party: Judge David
Davis, Colonel E. V. Sumner, Major David
Hunter, Captain John Pope, and Ward H.
Lamon.”

Mr. Judd’snarrative then furtherrecites what
occurred :

“The meeting thus arranged took place in the par-
lor of the hotel, Mr. Lincoln being present. The facts
were laid before them by me, together with the details
of the proposed plan of action. There was a diversity
of opinion, and some warm discussion, and I was sub-
jected to a very rigid cross-examination. Judge Davis,
who had expressed no opinion, but contented himself
with asking rather pointed questions,turned to Mr.
Lincoln, who had been listening to the whole discus-
sion, and said : ¢ Well, Mr. Lincoln, what is your own
judgment upon this matter?’ Mr. Lincoln replied:
‘I have thought over. this matter considerably, since I
went over the ground with Pinkerton last night. The
appearance of Mr. Frederick Seward, with warning
from another source, confirms Mr. Pinkerton’s belief,
Unless there are some other reasons besides fear of
ridicule, I am disposed to carry out Judd’s plan.’ Judge
Davis then said : ¢ That settles the matter, gentlemen.’
Colonel Sumner said: ‘ So be it, gentlemen; itis against
my judgment, but I have undertaken to go to Wash-
ington with Mr. Lincoln, and I shall do it.’ I tried to
convince him that any additional person added to the
risk ; but the spirit of the gallant old soldier was up,
and debate was useless.

¢ The party separated about 4 P. M., the others to go
to the dinner table, and myself to go to the railroad
station and the telegraph office. At a quarter to 6 I
was back at the hotel, and Mr. Lincoln was still at the
table. In a few moments the carriage drove up to the
side door of the hotel. Either Mr. Nicolay or Mr.
Lamon called Mr. Lincoln from the table. He went to
his room, changed his dinner dress for atraveling suit,
and came down with a soft hat sticking in his pocket,
and his shawl on his arm.} As the party passed through
the hall I said, in a low tone, ¢ Lamon, go ahead. As
soon as Mr. Lincoln is in the carriage, drive off; the
crowd must not be allowed to identify him.” Mr. La-
mon went first to the carriage; Colonel Sumner was
following close after Mr. Lincoln; I put my hand gent]
on his shoulder; he turned to see what was wanted,
and before I could explain, the carriage was off. The
situation was a little awkward, to use no stronger terms,
for a few moments, until I said to the Colonel : ¢ When
we get to Washington, Mr. Lincoln shall determine
what apology is due to you.” ”

It is needless to describe the various stages
of Mr. Lincoln’s journey. The plan arranged

a very long military cloak, so that he was entirely un-

recognizable.” This description was the pure in- _-

vention of a newspaper correspondent understood
to be Joseph Howard, Jr., who later in the war
was imprisoned in Fort Lafayette for publishing a
forged proclamation, about the draft, in the New York
newspapers.
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN: A HISTORY.*

LINCOLN’S INAUGURATION.

BY JOHN G. NICOLAY AND JOHN HAY, PRIVATE SECRETARIES TO THE PRESIDENT,

SPRINGFIELD TO WASHINGTON.

S the date of inauguration ap-
proached, formal invitations,
without party distinction, came
from the legislatures of Indiana,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York,
New Jersey, and Massachusetts,
tendering Mr. Lincoln the hospitalities of those
States and their people, and inviting him to
visit their capitals on his journey to Washing-
ton. Similar invitations also came to him from
the municipal authorities of many cities and
towns on the route, and railroads tendered him
special trains for the use of himself and family.
Mr. Lincoln had no fondness for public display,
but in his long political career he had learned
the importance of personal confidence and
live sympathy between representatives and
constituents, leaders-and people. About to as-
sume unusual duties in extraordinary times, he
doubtless felt that it would not only be a gra-
cious act to accept, so far as he could, these
invitations, in which all parties had freély
joined, but that both people and executive
would be strengthened in their faith and pa-
triotism by a closer acquaintance, even of so
brief and ceremonial a character. Accordingly
he answered the governors and committees
that he would visit the cities of Indianapolis,
Columbus, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Pittsburg,
Buffalo, Albany, New York, Trenton, Phila-
delphia, and Harrisburg, while to the governor *
of Massachusetts he replied that the want of
time alone constrained him to omit that State
from his route of travel.

Monday, the 11th day of February, was fixed
as the time of departure, and a programme
and schedule of special trains from point to
point were arranged, extending to Saturday,
the 23d, the time of arrival in Washington.
Early Monday morning (the 11th) found Mr.

* The presidential party which made the whole jour-
ney consisted of the following persons: Mr. Lincoln,
Mrs. Lincoln, their three sons, Robert T., William, and
Thomas, Lockwood Todd, Doctor W. S. Wallace, John
G. Nicolay, John Hay, Hon. N. B. Judd, Hon. David
Dayis, Colonel E. V. Sumner, Major David Hunter,
Captain George W, Hazard, Captain John Pope, Colonel
Ward H. Lamon, Colonel E. E. Ellsworth, J. M. Bur-
gess, George C. Latham, W. S. Wood, and B. Forbes.

Lincoln, his family, and suite at the rather
dingy little railroad station in Springfield, with
a throng of at least a thousand of his Spring-
field neighbors who had come to bid him good-
bye. It was a cloudy, stormy morning, which
served to add gloom and depression to the
spirits. The leave-taking became a scene of
subdued anxiety, almost of solemnity. Mr. Lin-
coln took a position in the waiting-room, where
his friends filed past him, often merely pressing
his hand in silent emotion. i

The half-finished ceremony was broken in
upon by theringing bells and the rushing train.
The crowd closed about the railroad car into
which the President-elect and his party * made
their way. Then came the central incident
of the morning. Once more the bell gave
notice of starting ; but as the conductor paused
with "his hand lifted to the bell-rope, Mr.
Lincoln appeared on the platform of the car,
and raised his hand to command attention.
The bystanders bared their heads to the fall-
ing snow-flakes, and standing thus, his neigh-
bors heard his voice for the last time, in the
city of his home, in a farewell addresst so
chaste and pathetic, that it reads as if he al-
ready felt the tragic shadow of forecasting
fate :

“ My friends : no one, not in my situation, can appre-
ciate my feeling of sadness at this parting. To this place,
and the kindness of these people, I owe everything.

re I have lived a quarter of a century, and have
passed from a young to an old man. Here my children
have been born, and one is buried. ~ I now leave, not
knowing when or whether ever I may return, with a
task before me greater than that which rested upon
Washington. Without the assistance of that Divine
Being who ever attended him, I cannot succeed. With
that assistance, I cannot fail. Trusting in Him, who
can go with me, and remain with you, and be every-
where for good, let us confidently hope that all will
yet be well. To His care commending you, as I hope
in your prayers you will commend me, I bid you an
affectionate farewell.”

Besides these a considerable number of other personal
friends and dignitaries accompanied the President from
Springfield to Indianapolis,and some of them to places
farther on the route.

t This address is here correctly printed for the first
time, from the original manuscript, having been written
down immediately after the train started, partly by Mr.
Lincoln’s own hand and partly by that of his private
secretary from his dictation.

* Copyright by J. G. Nicolay and John Hay, 1886-7. All rights reserved.
y ) i g

VoL, XXXV.—38,

— " _— R a—— i o S e WP s ot TR - cerne

;



266 ABRAHAM LINCOLMN.

A proper description of the presidential tour
which followed would fill a volume. It em-
braced two weeks of official receptions by
committees, mayors, governors, and legisla-
tures; of crowded evening receptions and
interminable hand-shakings ; of impromptu or
formal addresses at every ceremony; of cheers,
salutes, bonfires, military parades, and impos-
ing processions, amid miles of spectators.

Political dissension was for the moment
hushed in the general curiosity to see and hear
the man who by the free and lawful choice of
the nation had been called to exercise the du-
ties.of the presidential office. The universal
eagerness was perhaps heightened by the fact
that during the same two weeks the delegates
from the States in insurrection were in session
at Montgomery, Alabama, occupied with the
temporary organization of a government openly
pledged to rebellion, and whose doings were
daily reported by the telegraph and printed in
every newspaper. Personal curiosity was thus
supplemented by growing political anxiety, and
every word of the President-elect was scanned
for some light by which to read the troubledand
uncertain future. Mr. Lincoln was therefore
obliged to measure his public utterances with
unusual caution; and whilehe managed toavoid
any announcement of policy, the country was
nevertheless able to read between the lines that
it had made no mistake in the man to whom
it had confided the preservation of the Govern-
ment. It would, of course, be impossible in a
single chapter to cite his many speeches on
this journey, in which there occurred, of neces-
sity, a great deal of repetition. It will, per-
haps, give a better idea of their general tenor
to reproduce passages from a few of the most
noteworthy. In reading these the critic must
constantly bear in mind that they were re-
ported and printed under such circumstances
of haste and confusion that verbal accuracy
could not be expected, and that they are but
abstracts, in which the full structure of his
sentences is often abridged or transposed to
permit the whole to be brought within the lim-
its of an ordinary press dispatch.

The train whichleft Springfield in the morn-
ing arrived in Indianapolis before nightfall,
where, in response to an address from Governor
Morton, Mr. Lincoln said:

“ Most heartily do I thank you for this magnificent
reception, and while I cannot take to myself any share
of the compliment thus paid, more than that which per-
tains to a mere instrument, an accidental instrument,
perhaps, I should say, of a great cause, I yet must look
upon it as a most magnificent reception, and as such
most heartily do I thank you for it. You have been
pleased to address yourself to me chiefly in behalf of
this glorious Union in which we live, in all of which
you have my hearty sympathy, and, as far as may be
within my power, will have, one and inseparably, my

hearty codperation. While I do not expect, upon
this occasion, or until I get to Washington, to attempt
any lengthy speech, I will only say that to the salvation
of the Union, there needs but one single thing, the
hearts of a people like yours. The people, when they
rise in mass in Eehalf of the Union and the liberties of
this country, truly may it be said, ¢ The gates of hell
cannot prevail against them.” In all trying positions
in which I shall be placed, and doubtless I shall be
placed in many such, my reliance will be upon you and
the people of the United States; and I wish you to
remember, now and forever, that it is your business,
and not mine; that if the union of these States and the
liberties of this people shall be lost, it is but little to any
one man of fifty-two years of age, but a great deal to
the thirty millions of people who inhabit these United
States, and to their posterity in all coming time. It is
your business to rise up and preserve the Union and
liberty for yourselves,and not for me. . . . I appeal
to you again to constantly bear in mind that not with
politicians, not with Presidents, not with office-seekers,
but with you, is the question, Shall the Union and shall
the liberties of this country be preserved to the latest
generations ? ”

The ceremonies during his stay here called
out another address from him in which he asked
the following pertinent questions :

“I am here to thank you much for this magnificent
welcome, and still more for the generous support given
by your State to that political cause which I think is
the true and just cause of the whole country and the
whole world. Solomon says there is “a time to keep
silence,” and when men wrangle by the month with no
certainty that they mean the same tking, while using
the same word, it perhaps were as well if they would
keep silence. The words ‘coercion’ and ¢invasion’
are much used in these days, and often with some tem-
per and hot blood. Let us make sure, if we can, that
we do not misunderstand the meaning of those who
use them. Let us get exact definitions of these words,
not from dictionaries, but from the men themselves,
who certainly appreciate the #ings they would repre-
sent by the use of words. What, then, is ¢ Coercion’?
What is ¢ Invasion’? Would the marching of an army
into South Carolina, without the consent of her people,
and with hostile intent towards them, be ¢invasion’?
I certainly think it would; and it would be ¢coercion’
also if the South Carolinians were forced to submit.
But if the United States should merely hold and retake
its own forts and other property, and collect the duties
on foreignimportations, or even withhold the mails from
places where they were habitually violated, would any
or all of these things be ¢invasion’ or ¢coercion’? Do
our professed lovers of the Union, but who spitefully
resolve that they will resist coercion and invasion, un-
derstand that such things as these on the part of the
United States would be coercion or invasion of a State?
If so, their idea of means to preserve the object of their
affection would seem exceedingly thin and airy. If sick,
the little pills of the homeopathist would be much too
large for them to swallow. In their view, the Union, as
a family relation, would seem to be no regular marriage,
but a sort of ¢ free-love’ arrangement, to be maintained
only on ‘passional attraction.” By the way, in what
consists the special sacredness of a State? I speak not
of the position assigned to a State in the Union, by
the Constitution; for that, by the bond, we all recog-
nize. That position, however, a State cannot carry out
of the Union with it. I speak of that assumed primary
right of a State to rule all which is Zss than itself, and
ruin all which is larger than itself. If a State and a
county, in a given case, should be equal in extent of
territory, and equal in number of inhabitants, in what,
as a matter of principle, is the State better than the
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county ? Would an exchange of names be an exchange
of 7ights upon principle? On what rightful principle
may a State, being not more than one-fiftieth part of
the nation, in soil and population, break up the nation
and then coerce a proportionally larger subdivision of
itself, in the most arbitrary way? What mysterious
right to play tyrant is conferred on a district of coun-
try, with its people, by merely calling it a State ? Fel-
low-citizens, I am not asserting anything ; I am merely
asking questions for you to consider.”

At Columbus, Ohio, he said to the legisla-
ture of that State, convened in joint session
in the hall of the Assembly :

“1It is true, as has been said by the President of the
Senate, that very great responsibility rests upon me
in the position to which the votes of the American peo-
ple have called me. I am deeply sensible of that
weighty responsibility. I cannot but know what you
all know, that without a name, perhaps without a rea-
son why I should have a name, there has fallen upon
me a task such as did not rest even upon the Father
of his Country; and so feeling, I cannot but turn and
look for that support without which it will be impossible
for me to perform that great task. I turn, then, and
look to the American people, and to that God who has
never forsaken them. Allusion has been made to the
interest felt in relation to the policy of the new Admin-
istration. In this I have received from some a degree
of credit for having kept silence, and from others some
deprecation. I still think that I was right. . . . I
have not maintained silence from any want of real anx-
iety. It is a good thing that there is no more than
anxiety, for there is nothing going wrong. It is a con-
soling circumstance that when we look out, there is
nothing that really hurts anybody. We entertan dif-
ferent views upon political questions, but nobody is
suffering anz'thing. This is a most consoling circum-
stance, and from it we may conclude that all we want
is time, patience, and a reliance on that God who has
never forsaken this people.” \

During a brief halt of the train at Steuben-
ville, where a large crowd was assembled, he
made the following short statement of the fun-
damental question at issue:

“1 fear that the great confidence placed in my ability
is unfounded. Indeed, I am sure itis. Encompassed
by vast difficulties as I am, nothing shall be wanting
on my part, if sustained by the American people and
God. I believe the devotion to the Constitution is
equally great on both sides of the river. It is only the
different understanding of that instrument that causes
difficulty. The only dispute on both sides is, ¢ What
are their rights ?’ If the majority should not rule, who
would be the judge? Where is such a judge to be
found ? We should all be bound by the majority of
the American people — if not, then the minority must
control. Would that be right? Would it be just or
generous ? Assuredly not. I reiterate, that the major-
ity should rule. IfI adopt a wrong policy, the oppor-
tunity for condemnation will occur in four years’ time.
Then I can be turned out, and a better man with bet-
ter views put in my place.”

Necessarily omitting any description of the
magnificent demonstrations, and the multi-
plied speeches in the great State and city of
New York, his addresses in the capital of
New Jersey must be quoted, because they
show a culminating earnestness of thought and
purpose. To the Senate he said:

“ I am very grateful to you for the honorable recep-
tion of which I have been the object. I cannot but re-
member the place that New Jersey holds in our early
history. In the revolutionary struggle few of the
States among the Old Thirteen had more of the battle-
fields of the country within their limits than New Jer-
sey. May I be pardoned if, upon this occasion, I
mention that away back in my childhood, the earliest
days of my being able to read, I got hold of a small
book, such a one as few of the younger members have
ever seen, ¢ Weems’ Life of Washington.” I remember
all the accounts there given of the battle-fields and
struggles for the liberties of the country, and none
fixed themselves upon my imagination so deeply as the
struggle here at Trenton, New Jersey. The crossing
of the river; the contest with the Hessians ; the great
hardships endured at that time, all fixed themselves on
my memory more than any single revolutionary event ;
and you all know, for you have all been boys, how
these early impressions f,ast longer than any others. I
recollect thinking then, boy even though I was, that
there must have been something more than common
that these men struggled for. I am exceedingly anx-
ious that that thing — that something even more than
National Independence ; that something that held out
a great promise to all the people of the world to all
time to come—1I am exceedingly anxious that this
Union, the Constitution, and the liberties of the people
shall be perpetuated in accordance with the original
idea for which that struggle was made, and I shall be
most happy indeed if I shall be an humble instrument
in the hands of the Almighty, and of this, his almost
chosen people for perpetuating the object of that great
struggle. You give me this reception, as I understand,
without distinction of party. I learn that this body is
composed of a majority of gentlemen who, in the exer-
cise of their best judgment in the choice of a chief
magistrate, did not think I was the man. Iunderstand,
nevertheless, that they came forward here to greet
me as the constitutionally elected President of the
United States—as citizens of the United States —to
meet the man who, for the time being, is the repre-
sentative of the majesty of the nation — united by the
single purpose to perpetuate the Constitution, the
Union, and the liberties of the people. As such, I
accept this reception more gratefully than I could do
did I believe it were tendered to me as an individual.”

Passing then to the Assembly Chamber, he
addressed thé members of the lower house
in conclusion :

. . « “You, Mr. Speaker, have well said that this
is a time when the bravest and wisest look back with
doubt and awe upon the aspect presented by our na-
tional affairs. Under these circumstances, you will read-
ily see why I should not speak in detail of the course I
shall deem it best to pursue. It is proper that I should
avail myselfof all the information and all the time at my
command, in order that when the time arrives in which
I must speak officially, I shall be able to take the ground
which I deem the best and safest, and from which I may
have no occasion to swerve. I shall endeavor to take
the ground I deem most just to the North, the East, the
West, the South, and the whole country. I take it, I
hope, in good temper, certainly with no malice toward
any section. I shall do all that may be in my power to
promote a peaceful settlement of all our difficulties.
The man does not live who is more devoted to peace
than T am, none who would do more to preserve it, but
it may be necessary to put the foot down firmly, [ Here
the audience broke out into cheers so loud and long,
that for some moments it was impossible to hear Mr.
Lincoln’s voice.] And if I do my duty and do right,
you will sustain me. will you not? [Loud cheers, and
cries of ¢ Yes, yes, we will.”] Received as I am by the
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members of a legislature, the majority of whom do not
agree with me in political sentiments, I trust that I
may have their assistance in piloting the ship of State
through this voyage, surrounded by perils as it is; for
if itshould suffer wreck now, there will be no pilot ever
needed for another voyage.”

Perhaps in no one of the many addresses
delivered during his tour was he so visibly
moved and affected by his surroundings as
when he spoke in Independence Hall in Phila-
delphia, which he visited on the 22d of Feb-
ruary, the anniversary of Washington’s birth-
day. He said:

“I am filled with deep emotion at finding myself
standing in this place, where were collected together
the wisdom, the patriotism, the devotion to principle
from which sprang the institutions under which we
live. You have kindly suggested to me that in my
hands is the task of restoring peace to our distracted
country. I can say in return, sirs, that all the political
sentiments I entertain have been drawn, so far as I
have been able to draw them, from the sentiments
which originated in and were given to the world from
this hall. I have never had a feeling, politically, that
did not spring from the sentiments embodied in the
Declaration of Independence. I have often pondered
over the dangers which were incurred by the men who
assembled here and framed and adopted that Dec-
laration. I have pondered over the toils that were en-
dured by the officers and soldiers of the army who
achieved that independence. I have often inquired of
myself what great principle or idea it was that kept this
Confederacy so long together. It was not the mere
matter of separation of the colonies from the mother-
land, but that sentiment in the Declaration of Indepen-
dence which gave liberty, not alone to the people of
this country, but hope to all the world, for all future
time. It was that which gave promise that in due time
the weight would be lifted from the shoulders of all
men and that all should have an equal chance. This is
the sentiment embodied in the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. Now, my friends, can this country be saved on
that basis? If it can, I will consider myself one of the
happiest men in the world if I can help to save it. Ifit
cannot be saved upon that principle, it will be truly aw-
ful. But if this country cannot be saved without giving
up that principle, I was about to say I'would rather be
assassinated on this spot than surrender it. Now,in my
view of the present aspect of affairs, there is no need
of bloodshed and war. There is no necessity for it. I
am not in favor of such a course; and I may say in
advance that there will be no bloodshed unless it be
forced upon the Government. The Government will
not use force, unless force is used against it.

“ My friends, this is wholly an unprepared speech.
I did not expect to be called on to say a word when I
came here. I supposed it was merely to do something
towards raising a flag— I may, therefore, have said
something indiscreet. [Cries of ‘No, No.”] But I
have said nothing but what I am willing to live by, and,
if it be the pleasure of Almighty God, die by.”

In his last speech of the series, delivered in
Harrisburg, before the assembled legislature
of Pennsylvania, he happily described another
interesting ceremony which had taken place
thatsame morning before leaving Philadelphia:

“T appear before you only for a very few, brief re-
marks, in response to what has been said to me. I
thank you most sincerely for this reception, and the
generous words in which support has been promised

me upon this occasion. I thank your great common-
wealth for the overwhelming support it recently gave,
not me personally, but the cause which I think a just
one, in the late election. Allusion has been made to
the fact — the interesting fact, perhaps, we should say —
that I for the first time appear at the capital of the
great commonwealth of Pennsylvania upon the birth-
day of the Father of his Country. In connection with
that beloved anniversary connected with the history of
this country, I have already gone through one exceed-
ingly interesting scene this morning in the ceremonies
at Philadelphia. Under the conduct of gentlemen there,
I was for the first time allowed the privilege of standing
in the old Independence Hall, to have a few words ad-
dressed to me there, and opening up to me an opportu-
nity of expressing, with much regret that I had notmore
time to express something of my own feelings, excited
by the occasion, somewhat to harmonize and give shape
to the feelings that had really been the feelings of my
whole life. Besides this, our friends there had provided
amagnificent flag of the country. They had arranged it
so that I was given the honor of raising it. And when it
went up, I was pleased that it went to its place by the
strength of my own feeble arm. When, according to
the arrangement, the cord was pulled, and it floated
gloriously to the wind, without an accident, in the bright,
glowing sunshine of the morning, I could not help hop-
ing that there was, in the entire success of that beauti-
ful ceremony, at least something of an omen of what is
to come. Nor could I help feeling then, as I often have
felt, in the whole of that proceeding I was a very
humble instrument. I had not provided the flag; I
had not made the arrangements for elevating it to its
place; I had applied but a very small portion of my
feeble strength in raising it. In the whole transaction
I was in the hands of the people who had arranged it,
and if I can have the same generous cotperation of
the people of the nation, I think the flag of our country
may yetbe kept flaunting gloriously. I recur for a mo-
ment but to repeat some words uttered at the hotel, in
regard to what has been said about the military support
which the general government may expectfrom the com,
monwealth of Pennsylvania in a proper emergency. To
guard against any possible mistake do I recur to this.
It is not with any pleasure that I contemplate the possi-
bility that a necessity may arise in this country for the
use of the military arm. While I am exceedingly grati-
fied to see the manifestation upon your streets of your
military force here, and exceedingly gratified at your
promise to use that force upon a proper emergency —
while I make these acknowledgments I desire to repeat,
in order to preclude any possible misconstruction, that
Ido most sincerely hope that we shall have no use for
them; thatit will never become their duty to shed blood,
and most especially never to shed fraternal blood. I
promise that so far as I may have wisdom to direct,if
so painful a result shall in anywise be brought about, it
shall be through no fault of mine.”

LINCOLN’S SECRET NIGHT JOURNEY.

ON the morning of February 23d the whole
country was surprised at the telegraphic an-
nouncement, coupled with diverse and generally
very foggy explanations, that the President-
elect, after his long and almost triumphal jour-
ney in the utmost publicity and with well-nigh
universal greetings of good-will, had suddenly
abandoned his announced programme and
made a quick and secret night journey through
Baltimore to the Federal capital. Public opin-
ion at the time, and for years afterward, was
puzzled by the event, and the utmost contra-
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riety of comment, ranging from the highest
praise to the severest detraction which carica-
ture, ridicule, and denunciation could express,
was long current. In the course of time, the
narratives of the principal actors in the affair
have been written down and published,* and
a sufficient statement of the facts and motives
involved may at length be made. The news-
papers stated (without any prompting or sug-
gestion from Mr. Lincoln) that an extensive
plot to assassinate him on his expected trip
through Baltimore about midday of Saturday
had been discovered, which plot the earlier
and unknown passage on Friday night dis-
concerted and prevented. This theory hasnei-
ther been proved nor disproved by the lapse
of time ; Mr. Lincoln did not entertain it in this
formt nor base his course upon it. But subse-
quent events did cleariy demonstrate the pos-
sibility and probability of attempted personal
violence from the fanatical impulse of individ-
uals, or the sudden anger of amob, and justi-
fied the propriety of his decision.

The threats of secession, revolution, plots
to seize Washington, to burn the public build-
ings, to prevent the count of electoral votes
and the inauguration of the new President,
which had for six weeks filled the newspapers
of the country, caused much uneasiness about
the personal safety of Mr. Lincoln, particularly
among the railroad officials over whose lines
he was making his journey ; and to no one of
them so much as to Mr. S. M. Felton, the Pres-
ident of the Philadelphia, Wilmington, and
Baltimore Railway, whose line formed the
connecting link from the North to the South,
from a free to a slave State, from the region
of absolute loyalty to the territory of quasi-
rebellion. Independently of politics, the city of
Baltimore at that time bore a somewhat unen-
viable reputation as containing a dangerous
and disorderly element; her “roughs” had a
degree of newspaper notoriety by no means
agreeable to quiet and non-combative stran-
gers. But Baltimore and Maryland were also
profoundly moved by the incipient rebellion.
Governor Hicks had been plied with persua-
sion, protest, and even threats of personal vio-
lence, to induce him to convene the Maryland
legislature, so that secession might begin under
a legal pretext. The investigation of the How-
ard Congressional Committee, though it found
no organized plot to seize the capital, gave

* See narrative of S. M. Felton, in Schouler, ¢ Massa-
chusetts in the Civil War,” Vol. I.,Jap. 59-65; Judd to
Pinkerton, Nov. 3d, 1867, Edwards, “Life of N.
Judd,” pamphlet, pp. 11-17; Pinkerton, “The Spy
of the Rebellion,” pp. 45-103; Kennedy to Lossing,
embracing narrative of Colonel Stone, Lossing, * Civil
War,” Vol. IL., pp. 147-149; Lincoln’s statement to
Lossing, Ib., Vol. L., pp. 279, 280; Lincoln’s statement
to Arnold, Arnold, “ Lincoln and Slavery,” p. 171; and

abundant traces of secession conspiracy of vari-
ous degrees— especiallyof half-formed military
companies, organizing to prevent Northern
troops from passing through Baltimore to Wash- -
ington or the South. As part and parcel of this
scheme, the railroads were to be destroyed
and the bridges burned. The events of April,
as they actually occurred, had already been
planned, informally at least, in January.
Aside from patriotism, the duty of protect-
ing the tracks and bridges of the railroad of
which he was president induced Mr. Felton
to call to his aid Mr. Allan Pinkerton, chief
of a Chicago detective agency, whom he had
before employed on an important matter.

“Hewas a man of great skill and resources,” writes
Mr. Felton. I furnished him with a few hints and at
once set him on the track with eight assistants. There
were then drilling upon the line of the railroad some
three military organizations, professedly for home de-
fense, pretending tobe Union men, and in one or twoin-
stances tendering their services to the railroad in case
of trouble. Their propositions were duly considered ;
but the defense of the road was never intrusted to their
tender mercies. The first thing done was to enlist a
volunteer in each of these military companies. They
pretended to come from New Orleans and Mobile, and
did not appear to be wanting in sympathy for the
South. They were furnished with uniforms at the ex-
pense of the road, and drilled as often as their associ-
ates in arms; became initiated into all the secrets of
the organizations, and reported every day or two to
their chief, who immediately reported to me the de-
signs and plans of these military companies. One of
these organizations was loyal; but the other two were
disloyal, and fully in the plot to destroy the bridges,
and march to Washington, to wrest it from the hands
of the legally constituted authorities. Every nook and
corner of the road and its vicinity was explored by the
chief and his detectives, and the secret working of se-
cession and freason laid bare and brought to light.
Societies were joined in Baltimore, and various modes
known to and practiced only by detectives were re-
sorted to, to win the confidence of the conspirators
and get into their secrets. The plan worked well ; and
the midnight plottings and daily consultations of the
conspirators were treasured up as a guide to our future
plans for thwarting them. . . . It was made as cer-
tain as strong circumstantial and positive evidence
could make it, that there was a plot to burn the bridges
and destroy the road, and murder Mr. Lincoln on his
way to Washington, if it turned out that he went there
before troops were called. If troops were first called,
then the bridges were to be destroyed, and Washing-
ton cut off and taken possession of by the South. I
at once organized and armed a force of about two hun-
dred men, whom I distributed along the line between
the Susquehanna and Baltimore, principally at the
bridges. These men were drilled secretly and regu-
larly by drill-masters, and were apparently employed
in whitewashing the bridges, putting on some six or
seven coats of whitewash, saturated with salt and alum,

MS. letters printed in this chapter. Also Lamon, ¢ Life
of Lincoln,” pp. 511-526.

t Mr. Linco{)n, long afterward, declared : “I did not
then, nor do I now, believe I should have been assas-
sinated, had I gone through Baltimore as first con-
templated ; but I thought it wise to run no risk, where
norisk was necessary.” Hon. I. N. Arnold, in his work,
“Lincoln and Slavery,” adds in a note, p. 171, that
the above was “ stated to the author by Mr. Lincoln.”
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to make the outside of the bridges as nearly fire-proof
as possible. This whitewashing, so extensive in its ap-

lication, became the nine-days’ wonder of the neigh-
gorhood. Thus the bridges were strongly guarded,
and a train was arranged so as to concentrate all the
forces at one point in case of trouble. The programme
of Mr. Lincoln was changed; and it was decided by
him that he would go to Harrisburg from Philadel-
phia, and thence over the Northern Central road by
day to Baltimore, and thence to Washington. We
were then informed by our detective that the attention
of the conspirators was turned from our road to the
Northern Central,and that they would there await the
coming of Mr. Lincoln.” *

It appeared from the reports of Pinkerton’s
detectives that among the more suspicious in-
dications were the very free and threatening
expressions of a man named Ferrandini, an
Italian, sometime a barber at Barnum’s Hotel
in Baltimore, but who had become captain
of one of the military companies organized in
that city to promote secession. Ferrandini’s
talk may not have been conclusive proof of a
conspiracy, but it showed his own intent to
commit assassination, and conveyed the in-
ference of a plot.t Coupled with the fact that
the Baltimore air was full of similar threats, it
established the probability of a mob and a
riot. Add to this Ferrandini’s testimony before
the Howard Committee (February sth, 1861),
that he was then drilling a company (fifteen
members) of “ Constitutional Guards ” in Bal-
timore, formed for the express purpose “to
prevent Northern volunteer companies from
passing through the State of Maryland .
to come here [Washington] to help the United
States troops, or anybody else, to invade the
South in any shape whatever ” ; also that an-
other corps, called the National Volunteers,
had formed, “to protect their State,” and
began drilling the previous Saturday; also that
he had “heard that the Minute Men have
fifteen companies in Baltimore ”— and we have
the direct evidence of extensive organization,
and strong presumption of the uses to which
it could be turned.f Then, if we remember
that riot, murder, and bridge-burning actually
took place in Baltimore two months later, in
exact accordance with the plans and ideas for-
mulated, both in the loose talk and the solemn
testimony by Ferrandini and others, we are
unavoidably driven to the conclusion that
Mr. Felton, General Scott, Governor Hicks,
and others had abundant cause for the very
serious apprehensions under which they acted.

Hon. N. B. Judd, a resident of Chicago,
of peculiar prominence in Illinois politics and
the intimate personal friend of Lincoln, was
perhaps the most active and influential mem-
ber ofthe suite of the President-elect. Pinkerton

* Schouler, “ Massachusetts in the Civil War,” Vol.
1., pp. 61, 62.
t Lamon, “Life of Abraham Lincoln,” p. 516.

the detective knew Judd personally, and, as
the presidential party approached, notified
him by letter at Buffalo, and by special mes-
senger at New York, of the investigations he
was making in Baltimore. Judd as yet said
nothing of the matter to any one. When the
party arrived in Philadelphia, however, he
was instantly called to a conference with
Mr. Felton and the detective. Pinkerton laid
his reports before the two, and, after an hour’s
examination, both were convinced that the
allegation of a plot to assassinate the Presi-
dent-elect was as serious and important as in
the nature of things such evidence can ever
be found. He immediately took Pinkerton
with him to Mr. Lincoln’s room at the Con-
tinental Hotel, to whom the whole story was
repeated, and where Judd advised that, in
the opinion both of Mr. Felton and himself,
Mr. Lincoln’s safety required him to proceed
that same evening on the 11 o'clock train.
“If you follow the course suggested,” con-
tinued Judd, ““ you will necessarily be subjected
to the scoffs and sneers of your enemies, and
the disapproval of your friends, who cannot
be made to believe in the existence of so
desperate a plot.” Mr.. Lincoln replied that
he appreciated these suggestions, but that
he could stand anything that was necessary.
Then rising from his seat he said: “ 1 can-
not go to-night; I have promised to raise the
flag over Independence Hall to-morrow morn-
ing, and to visit the legislature at Harrisburg.
Beyond that I have no engagements.”§
Hitherto, all Lincoln’s movements had been
made under the invitation, arrangements, di-
rection, and responsibility of committees of
legislatures, governors of States, and munici-
pal authorities of towns and cities. No such call
or greeting, however, had come from Maryland;
no resolutions of welcome from her legislature,
no invitation from her governor, no municipal
committee from Baltimore. The sole proffers
of friendship and hospitality out of the com-
monwealth came from two citizens in their
private capacity — Mr. Gittings, President of
the Northern Central Railroad, who tendered
a dinner to Mr. Lincoln and his family; and
Mr. Coleman, of the Eutaw House, who ex-
tended a similar invitation to the President-
elect and his suite. Appreciating fully these
acts of personal courtesy, Mr. Lincoln yet felt
that there was no evidence before him that
the official and public authority of the city
would be exercised to restrain the unruly ele-
ments which would on such an occasion
densely pack the streets of Baltimore. Durin g
their ten-days’ experience on the journey thus

{ Report Select Committee of Five (Howard Commit-

tee), pp. 133-137.
Judd to Pinkerton, November 3d, 1867.
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far, both he and his suite had had abundant
evidence as to how completely exposed and
perfectly helpless every individual of the party,
and especially Mr. Lincoln, was at times, even
amid the friendliest feeling and the kindest at-
tention. He had been almost crushed in the
corridor of the State-house at Columbus ; arriv-
ing after dark in the Pittsburg depot, a stam-
pede of the horses of a small cavalry escort
had seriously endangered his carriage and its
occupants ; at Buffalo, Major Hunter, of his
suite, had his arm broken by a sudden rush of
the crowd. If with all the good-will and pre-
cautions of police and military such perils
were unavoidable in friendly cities, what might
happen where authorities were indifferent,
where municipal control and public order were
lax, and where prejudice, hostility, and smol-
dering insurrection animated the masses of
people surging about the carriages of an un-
protected street procession ? Yet with all these
considerations Mr. Lincoln could not entirely
convince himself that a deliberate plot to mur-
der him was in existence.

“1 made arrangements, however, with Mr. IIudd for
my return to Philadelphia the next night, if I should
be convinced that there was danger in going through
Baltimore. I told him that if I should meet at Harris-
burg, as I had at other places, a delegation to go with
me to Baltimore, I should feel safe, and go on.” *

Mr. Judd devoted the remainder of the
afternoon and nearly the whole of the night
of February 21st to the discussion and per-
fection of arrangements for a night journey
through Baltimore, as suggested by himself
and Mr. Felton, and as conditionally accepted
by the President-elect. Only four persons
joined in this discussion,— Mr. Judd, Mr.
Pinkerton, Mr. Franciscus, General Manager
of the Pennsylvania Railroad, and Mr. Henry
Sanford, representing Colonel E. S. Sanford,
Presidentofthe American Telegraph Company.
At 4 o’clock A. M. the party separated, hav-
ing agreed on the following plan : f that after
the reception at Harrisburg, a special train
consisting of a baggage car and one passen-
ger car, starting at 6 P. M., should convey Mr.
Lincoln and one companion back to Phila-
delphia, the track between the two cities to be
kept clear of everything; that Mr. Felton at
Philadelphia should detain the 11 o’clock p. M.
Baltimore train until the arrival of the special
train from Harrisburg; that Pinkerton should
have a carriage ready in which to proceed
through Philadelphia from one depot to the
other; that a Mrs. Warne, an employee of
his, should engage berths in the sleeping-car of
the Baltimore train; that Mr. Sanford should

* Lincoln’s statement to Lossing. Lossing, “ Civil
War,” Vol. 1., p. 28o.

so disconnect the wires as to make any tele-
graphing between the several points within
certain hours impossible; and that Mr. Lin-
coln should have for his single escort and
companion Colonel Ward H. Lamon, of his
suite, a devoted personal friend from Illinois —
young, active, and of almost herculean frame
and strength. :
At 6 o'clock on the morning of February
22d, the appointed flag-raising by the Presi-
dent-elect, over Independence Hall in Phila-
delphia, was duly celebrated, and on the trip
to Harrisburg, which followed as soon as pos-
sible, Mr. Judd communicated the details of
his plan to Mr. Lincoln. Before this, however,
Lincoln had received at the Continental Ho-
tel the visit of Mr. Frederick W. Seward,
who came as a special messenger from his
father, in Washington, to place the following
correspondence in his hands :

[Seward to Lincoln.]

“ WASHINGTON, February 21st, 1861.

“My DEAR SIR: My son goes express to you.
He will show you a report made by our detective to
General Scott, and by him communicated to me this
morning. I deem it so important as to dispatch my son
to meet you wherever he may find you.

“T concur with General Scott in thinking it best for
you to reconsider your arrangement. No one here but
General Scott, myself, and the bearer is aware of this
communication.

“I should have gone with it myself, but for the pe-
culiar sensitiveness about my attendance at the Senate
at this crisis. Very truly yours,

“WiLLiaM H. SEWARD.” {

[General Scott to Seward. ]

“ February 21st, 1861.
“My DEAR SIR: Please receive my friend, Colonel
Stone, chief of General Wightman’s staff, and a dis-
tinguished young officer with me in Mexico. He has
an important communication to make.
“Yours truly, WINFIELD SCOTT.” }

[Colonel Stone’s Report. ]

“February 21st, 1861.

“ A New York detective officer who has been on
duty in Baltimore for three weeks past reports this
morning that there is serious danger of violence to, and
the assassination of, Mr. Lincoln in his passage through
that city, should the time of that passage be known.
He states that there are banded rowdies holding secret
meetings, and that he has heard threats of mobbing
and violence, and has himself heard men declare that
if Mr. Lincoln was to be assassinated they would like
to be the men. He states further that it is only with-
in the past few days that he has considered there was
any danger, but now he deems it imminent. He deems
the danger one which the authorities and people in
Baltimore cannot guard against. All risk might be
easily avoided by a change in the traveling arrange-
ments which would bring Mr. Lincoln and a portion
of his party through Baltimore by a night train with-
out previous notice.” }

t Judd to Pinkerton, November 3d, 1867.
} Unpublished MS.
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Here was a new and most serious addi-
tional warning. The investigation on which
it was based was altogether independent of
that made by Pinkerton, and entirely unknown
to him. Colonel Stone, it will be remembered,
was the officer to whom General Scott in-
trusted the organization and command of the
District Militia for the defense of Washington
and the general supervision and control of the
city. The detectives, three in number, were
from New York, and at the request of Colonel
Stone had been selected and placed on duty
by Mr. Kennedy, superintendent of police of
New York city.* Inboth cases similar observa-
tions had been made, and similar conclusions
arrived at.

Warned thus of danger by concurrent evi-
dence too grave to be disregarded, and advised
to avoid it, not only by Judd and Feltonin Phil-
adelphia, but now also by Mr. Seward, the
chief of his new Cabinet, and by General Scott,
the chief of the army, Mr, Lincoln could no
longer hesitate to adopt their suggestion.
Whether the evidence would prove ultimately
true, or whether violence upon him would be
attempted, was not the question. The exist-
ence of the danger was pointed out and cer-
tified by an authority he had no right to
disregard; the trust he bore was not merely
the personal safety of am individual, but the
fortune and perhaps the fate of the Govern-
ment of the nation. It was his imperative duty
to shun all possible and unnecessary peril. A
man of less courage would have shrunk from
what must inevitably appear to the public like
a sign of timidity ; but Lincoln on this and
other occasions concerned himself only with
the larger issues at stake, leaving minor and
especially personal consequences to take care

_ of themselves. Mr. Frederick W. Seward was
therefore informed by Judd ¢that he could
say to his father that all had been arranged,
and that, so far as human foresight could pre-
dict, Mr. Lincoln would be in Washington at
6 o'clock the next morning.”t With this
message Mr. Seward returned to Washington,
while Mr. Lincoln and his suite proceeded to
Harrisburg, where on that same Friday, the 22d
of February, he was officially received by the
governor and the legislature of Pennsylvania.

No other member of Mr. Lincoln’s suite had
as yet been notified of anything connected with
the matter; but Mr. Judd had suggested to
him that he felt exceedingly the responsibility
of the advice he had given and the steps he

* See Lossing, “ Civil War,” Vol. IIL., pp. 147-149,
;tletter from Kennedy, and the narrative of Colonel

one. .

tJudd to Pinkerton, November 3d, 1867.

} Many caricatures and comments of that day were

based upon the following sentence in a dispatch to the
“New York Times” : ““ He wore a Scotch plaid cap and

had taken, and that he thought it due to the
age and standing of the leading gentlemen of
the President-elect’s party that at least they
should be informed and consulted. ¢ To the
above suggestions,” writes- Judd, “Mr. Lin-
coln assented, adding: ‘I reckon they will
laugh at us, Judd, but you had better get them
together.” It was arranged that after the re-
ception at the State-house, and before dinner,
the matter should be fully laid before the fol-
lowing gentlemen of the party: Judge David
Davis, Colonel E. V. Sumner, Major David
Hunter, Captain John Pope, and Ward H.
Lamon.”

Mr. Judd’snarrative then further recites what
occurred :

“ The meeting thus arranged took place in the par-
lor of the hotel, Mr. Lincoln being present. The facts
were laid before them by me, together with the details
of the proposed plan of action. There was a diversity
of opinion, and some warm discussion, and I was sub-
jected to a very rigid cross-examination. Judge Davis,
who had expressed no opinion, but contented himself
with asking rather pointed questions, turned to Mr.
Lincoln, who had been listening to the whole discus-
sion, and said : ¢ Well, Mr. Lincoln, what is your own
judgment upon this matter?’ Mr. Lincoln replied :
‘I have thought over, this matter considerably, since I
went over the ground with Pinkerton last night. The
appearance of Mr. Frederick Seward, with warning
from another source, confirms Mr. Pinkerton’s belief.
Unless there are some other reasons besides fear of
ridicule, I am disposed to carry out Judd’s plan.’ Judge
Davis then said: ¢ That settles the matter, gentlemen.’
Colonel Sumner said: ¢ So be it, gentlemen; itis against
my judgment, but I have undertaken to go to Wash-
ington with Mr. Lincoln, and I shall do it.” I tried to
convince him that any additional person added to the
risk ; but the spirit of the gallant old soldier was up,
and debate was useless.

 The party separated about 4 P. M., the others to go
to the dinner tagle, and myself to go to the railroad
station and the telegraph office. At a quarter to 6 I
was back at the hotel, and Mr. Lincoln was still at the
table. In a few moments the carriage drove up to the
side door of the hotel. Either Mr. Nicolay or Mr.
Lamon called Mr. Lincoln from the table. He went to
his room, changed his dinner dress for atraveling suit,
and came down with a soft hat sticking in his pocket,
and his shawl on his arm.} As the party passed tﬁrough
the hall I said, in a low tone, ¢ Lamon, go ahead. As
soon as Mr. Lincoln is in the carriage, drive off; the
crowd must not be allowed to identify him.” Mr., La-
mon went first to the carriage; Colonel Sumner was
following close after Mr. Lincoln; I put my hand gent]
on his shoulder; he turned to see what was wantet{
and before I could explain, the carriage was off. The
situation was a little awkward, to use no stronger terms,
for a few moments, until I said to the Colonel: ¢ When
we get to Washington, Mr. Lincoln shall determine
what apology is due to you.’ ”

It is needless to describe the various stages
of Mr. Lincoln’s journey. The plan arranged

a very long military cloak, so that he was entirely un-
recognizable.”
vention of a newspaper correspondent understood
to be Joseph Howard, Jr., who later in the war
was imprisoned in Fort Lafayette for publishing a
forged proclamation, about the draft, in the New York
newspapers. |

This description was the pure in- _-
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by the railroad and telegraph officials was
carried out to the smallest detail, without de-
lay or special incident, and without coming to
the knowledge of any person on the train or
elsewhere, except those to whom the secret
was confided. The President-elect and his
single companion were safely and comfortably
carried from Harrisburg to Philadelphia, and
at midnight took their berths in the sleeping-

WARD H. LAMON. (FROM A PHOTOGRAPH BY BRADY.)

car of the regular train from New York, pass-
ing through Baltimore unrecognized and un-
disturbed, and arriving in Washington at 6
o’clock on the morning of February 23d. Here
they were met by Mr. Seward and Mr. Wash-
burne, member of Congress from Illinois, and
conducted to Willard’s Hotel. The family and
the suite made the journey direct from Har-
risburg to Baltimore, according to the previ-
ously published programme, arriving in Wash-
ington late that evening. They encountered
in Baltimore no incivility, nor any unusual
disorder, though, as elsewhere, dense crowds,
very inadequately controlled by the police,
surrounded the railroad depots and filled the
streets through which their carriages passed.
All temptation, however, to commit an assault
was now past, sinceit was everywhere known
that Mr. Lincoln was not with the party, but
had already arrived at his destination.

LINCOLN’S INAUGURATION.

ARRIVED in Washington, and installed in
the spacious parlors on the second floor of
Vor. XXXV.—39.

Willard’s Hotel, fronting on Pennsylvania Av-
enue, Mr. Lincoln had a little more than a
week to prepare for the inauguration. Of this
a part was taken up with the customary in-
troductory visits,—to the outgoing President
and Cabinet, where Mr. Buchanan and his
counselors received him with cordial polite-
ness; to the two houses of Congress, where
he was enthusiastically welcomed by friends
and somewhat sullenly greeted by
foes; and to the Supreme Court
of the United States, whose ven-
erable chief and associate justices
extended to him an affable recogni-
tion as the lawful successor in con-
stitutional rulership. In his own
parlors, also, the President-elect re-
ceived numerous demonstrations of
respect. President Buchanan ‘and
his Cabinet officially returned his
visit. The Peace Conference, em-
bracing distinguished delegates from
all the free States and the border
slave-States, and headed by their
chairman, ex-President Tyler, wait-
ed upon him in a body, in pursu-
ance of a formal and unanimous
resolution.* His presidential rivals,
Douglas and Breckinridge, each
made him a call of courtesy. The
mayor and the municipal council
came in an official visit of welcome.
Several delegations and many high
functionaries repeated these cere-
monial calls, which again were sup-
plemented by numerous cordial in-
vitations to private hospitality. While all these
tokens of respect were sincere and loyal, there
was no concealment of a deep anxiety in pub-
lic feeling, and a curiosity to learn how the
new President would deal with an organized
rebellion, which had been allowed by his pre-
decessor to establish itself without the least
hindrance, and which, while committing re-
peated acts of war, had as yet perpetrated
no violence or bloodshed,— only, however,
because it had met neither official nor military
resistance.

Mr. Lincoln’s chief labor during this inter-
im was his consultation with the more influ-
ential leaders of the Republican party, who,
either as members of Congress, delegates in
the Peace Conference, or as casual or special
visitors to the capital at this moment, had a
final word to say to him about the composi-
tion of his Cabinet or the policy of his Admin-
istration. Thus from the 23d of February to
the 4th of March, every moment of the day
and_many hours of the night were occupied.
As his doors were at all times freely opened,

* ¢ Proceedings of Peace Conference,” pp. 336-337.
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and as his life-long habit was to listen patiently
to counsel from all quarters, it is safe to say
that no President ever approached his task
better informed of the temper of his followers,
and none decided more deliberately upon his

FREDERICK W. SEWARD. (FROM A PHOTOGRAPH BY B'RADV.)

general course of conduct. Yet, here as after-
wards, he followed the practice of holding his
convictions open to the latest moment,and of
not irrevocably committing himself to specific
acts till the instant of their execution.
Neither in the formation of his Cabinet nor
in his proposed administrative policy, however,
did this final consultation with his party friends
work any essential alteration of his own well-
formed opinions. His executive counselors
‘were chosen upon plans long since matured
in his own mind; and his inaugural address,
composed and privately printed at Springfield,
received on the last days several slight changes
in the text, and a number of verbal changes,
mainly suggested by the very few individuals
to whom he submitted it. Judge David Davis
read it while in Springfield. Hon. O. H. Brown-
ing read it in Indianapolis after the presidential
journey was begun, and suggested perhaps the
most important modification which he made.
Hon. Francis P. Blair, Sr., read it in Washing-
ton, and highly commended it, suggesting no
changes. Aswould be natural in any great po-
litical leader scanning his successful rival’s first
act of practical statesmanship, the most care-
ful scrutiny of the document was made by Mr.
Seward. The President-elect handed him a
copy some time during the day of his arrival;
and the next day being Sunday, Mr. Seward

seems to have spent the greater part of it in
examining the inaugural and in writing out
the list of alterations and amendments which
he thought advisable. On Sunday evening
he wrote the following letter, which with his
list of suggestions he sent to Mr. Lincoln :

“ SUNDAY EVENING, February 24th, 1861.

“My DEAR SIr: I have suggestcd many changes
of little importance severally, but in their general ef-
fect tending to socthe the public mind. Of course the
concessions are, as they ought to be, if they are to be
of avail, at the cost of the winning, the triumphant
party. I donot fear their displeasure. They will be
loyal, whatever is said. Not so the defeated, irritated,
angered, frenzied party. I, my dear sir, have devoted
myself singly to the study of the case here — with ad-
vantages of access and free communication with all
parties of all sections. Ihave a common responsibility
and interest with you, and I shall adhere to you faith-
fully in every case. You must, therefore, allow me to

“speak frankly and candidly. In this spirit, I declare

to you my conviction, that the second and third para-
graphs, even if modified as I propose in my amend-
ments, will give such advantages to the Disunionists
that Virginia and Maryland will secede, and we shall
within ninety, perhaps within sixty, days be obliged to
fight the South for this capital, with a divided North
for our reliance, and we shall not have one loyal mag-
istrate or ministerial officer south of the Potomac.

“In that case the dismemberment of the Republic
would date from the inauguration of a Republican ad-
ministration. I therefore most respectfully counsel the
omission of those paragraphs. I know the tenacity of
party friends, and I honor and respect it. But I know
also that they know nothing of the real peril of the
crisis. It has not been their duty to study it, as it has
been mine. Only the soothing words which I have
spoken have saved us and carried us along thus far.
Every loyal man, and indeed every disloyal man, in the
South will tell you this.

“Your caseis quite like that of Jefferson. Hebrought
the first Republican party into power against and over
a party ready to resistand dismember the Government.
Partisan as he was, he sank the partisan in the patriot
in his inaugural address, and propitiated his adversa-
ries by declaring: ¢We are all Federalists, all Re-
publicans.” T could wish that you would think it wise
to follow this example in this crisis. Be sure that while
all your administrative conduct will be in harmony
with Republican principles and policy, you cannot lose
the Republican party by practicing in your advent to
office the magnanimity of a victor.

“Very faithfully your friend,
“[Wwm. H. SEWARD.]
“ THE HONORABLE ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

“ General Remarks :

“The argument is strong and conclusive, and ought
not to be in any way abridged or modified.

“ But something besides or in addition to argument
is needful —to meet and remove prejudice and pas-
sion in the South, and despondency and fear in the
East.

“ Some words of affection — some of calm and cheer-
ful confidence.” *

Mr. Seward only suggested two important
changes: (1) To omit the reference to the
Chicago platform mentioned in his letter, with
the announcement that the President would

* Unpublished MS. For the copy of this letter and

other valuable manuscripts, we are indebted to Hon.
Frederick W. Seward.
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follow the principles therein declared. (2)
Instead of a declaration of intention to re-
claim, hold, occupy, and possess the places
and property belonging to the Government,
to speak nmblguously “about the exercise of
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tentious. diction. The literary styles of Mr.
Seward and Mr. Lincoln differed essentially.
Mr. Seward was strongly addicted to and un-
usually felicitous in long, sonorous sentences,
amplifying his thought to general application
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WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

power, and to hint rather at forbearance. The
other modifications in his list were simple
changes of phraseology — affecting only the
style, but changing no argument or proposi-
tion of policy. Whether these were on the
whole an improvement depends perhaps upon
the taste of the reader and critic, whether he
prefers a full and formal or a direct and sen-

and to philosophic breadth. Mr. Lincoln liked
to condense his idea into a short sentence,
with legal conciseness and specific point. In
the present crisis Mr. Seward’s policy,as an-
nounced in his 12th of January speech, was

“to meet prejudice with conciliation, exac- -

tion with concession which surrenders no
principle, and violence with the right hand of
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peace.” * Mr. Lincoln’s policy was, without
prejudice or passion to state frankly and main-
tain firmly the position and doctrines assumed
by the American people in the late presiden-
tial election. Mr. Seward believed himself to
be the past and the coming peacemaker; and
thus his whole effort was to soften, to post-
pone, to use diplomacy. His corrections of
the inaugural were in this view : a more care-

seized by the rebels, but for the present to
declare only that he would hold those yet in
possession of the Government. One other
somewhat important change Mr. Lincoln
himself made. In the original draft any idea
of an amendment of the Constitution- was
rather repelled than invited. In the revision
Mr. Lincoln said he should ¢ favor rather than
oppose a fair opportunity being afforded the
people to act upon it,” and further expressed
his willingness to accept the amendment
recently proposed by Congress. All these
various alterations, proposed or adopted, are
added as notes to the text of the inaugural in
this chapter, where the critical student will
compare them with special interest.

It was in the closing paragraph of the inau-
gural that Mr. Lincoln’s mastery in literary art
clearly revealed itself. Mr. Seward, as we have
seen in the postscript of his letter, thought that
“ some words of affection — some of calm and
cheerful confidence,” “to meet and remove
prejudice and passion in the South, and de-
spondency and fear in the East,” ought to be
added. In the original draft the concluding
sentence, addressing itself to “my dissatis-
fied fellow-countrymen,” was: “ With you and

THE INAUGURATION OF LINCOLN. (FROM A SKETCH BY THEODORE R. DAVIS, MADE AT THE TIME.)

ful qualification of statement, a greater ambi-
guity of phrase, a gain in smoothness, but a
loss in brevity and force. Mr. Lincoln adopted
either in whole or in part nearly all the amend-
ments proposed by Mr. Seward. But those
which he himself modified, and such further
alterations as he added of his own accord,
show that whatever the inaugural gained in
form and style in these final touches came as
much through his own power of literary crit-
icism as from the more practiced pen of Mr.
Seward. The most vital change in the docu-
ment was in adopting a suggestion of his friend
Browning, not to announce a purpose to re-
capture Sumter and other forts and places

* Seward, Senate Speech, January 12th, 1861. Globe,
343-

not with me is the solemn question, Shall it be
peace or a sword ? ” This ending Mr. Seward
proposed to strike out,and submitted two drafts
of a closing paragraph to take its place. One
of them was long and commonplace; under
the other lurked a fine poetic thought awk-
wardly expressed. This Mr. Lincoln took, but
his more artistic sense transformed it into an
illustration of perfect and tender beauty.

The acts of thelast ten days of Mr. Buchan-
an’s administration were entirely colorless and
negative. The deliberations and recommenda-
tions of the much-vaunted Peace Conference
proved as barren and worthless as Dead Sea
fruit. The concluding labors of Congress were
of considerable importance, but of no immedi-
ate effect. There was, therefore, as little in pub-
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lic affairs as in public advice to cause the
President-elect to reconsider or remodel his
thoughts and purposes.

Inauguration Day fell on Monday, and the
ceremonies took place with somewhat unusual
attention to display and very uncommon pre-
cautions to insure public order and the safety
of all the participants. General Stone, who had
charge of the military arrangements, has re-
lated them with some minuteness.

“ On the afternoon of the 3d of March, General Scott
held a conference at his headquarters, there being pres-
ent his staff, General Sumner, and myself; and then
was arranged the programme of the procession. Presi-
dent Buchanan was to drive to Willard’s Hotel and
call upon the President-elect. The two were to ride in
the same carriage, between double files of a squadron
of the District of Columbia cavalry. The company of
sappers and miners were to march in front of the presi-
dential carriage, and the infantry and riflemen of the
District of Columbia were to follow it. Riflemen in
squads were to be placed on the roofs of certain com-
manding houses which T had selected along Pennsyl-
vania Avenue, with orders to watch the windows on
the opposite side, and to fire upon them in case any
attempt should be made to fire from those windows
on the presidential carriage. The small force of regu-
lar cavalry which had arrived was to guard the side-
street crossings of Pennsylvania Avenue, and to move
from one to another during the passage of the proces-
sion. A battalion of District of Columbia troops were
to be placed near the steps of the Capitol, and riflemen
in the windows of the wings of the Capitol. On the ar-
rival of the presidential party at the Capitol the troops
were to be stationed so as to return in the same order
after the ceremony.””*

General Stone does not mention another
item of preparation,—that on the brow of the
hill, not far from the north entrance to the
Capitol, commanding both the approach and
the broad plateau of the east front, was sta-
tioned a battery of flying artillery, in the imme-
diate vicinity of which General Scott remained
a careful observer of the scene during the entire
ceremonies, ready to take personal command
and direction should any untoward occurrence
render it necessary.

The closing duties of the session, which ex-
pired at noon, kept President Buchanan at the
Capitol till the last moment. Accompanied by
the committee of the Senate, he finally reached
Willard’s and conducted the President-elect
to his carriage, in which, side by side, they
rode in the procession, undisturbed by the
slightest disorder. When they reached the
Senate Chamber, already densely packed with
officials and civilians, the ceremony of swear-
ing-in the Vice-President was soon performed.

* General C. P. Stone, “ Washington on the Eve of
the War.” THE CENTURY, July, 1883.

t The dramatic element of the scene in another view
has been noticed by Dr. Holland, in his “Life of Lin-
coln,” p. 278, where he says: “ Mr. Lincoln himself
must have wondered at the strange conjunction of per-
sonages and events. The ¢ Stephen’ of his first speech
in the old senatorial campaign was a defeated candidate
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Then in a new procession of dignitaries Mr.
Lincoln was escorted through the corridor of
the great edifice to the east portico, where be-
low the platform stood an immense throng in
waiting. The principal actors —the Senate
Committee of Arrangements, the out-going
President, the President-elect and his family,
the Chief-Justice in his robe, the Clerk of the
Court with the Bible — took their places in a
central group on the front of the platform, in
full view of the waiting multitude. Around this
central group other judges in their robes, sen-
ators, representatives, officials, and prominent
guests crowded to their seats. :
To the imaginative spectator there might
have been something emblematic in the archi-
tectural concomitants of the scene. The con-
struction of the great dome of the Capitol was
in mid-progress, and huge derricks held by a
network of steel ropes towered over the incom-
plete structure. In the grounds in front stood
the bronze statue of Liberty, not then lifted to
the pedestal from which she now greets the
rising sun. At that moment, indeed, it required
little poetic illusion to fancy her looking with a
mute appeal for help to the man who was the
center of all eyes and hearts; and could she
have done so, her gaze would already have
been rewarded with a vision of fateful proph-
ecy. Forin the central group of this inaugura-
tion ceremony there confronted each other four
historic personages in the final act of a polit-

ical drama which in its scope, completeness,

and consequence will bear comparison with
those most famous in human record,— Sena-
tor Douglas, the author of the repeal of the
Missouri Compromise, representing the legis-
lative power of the American Government;
Chief-Justice Taney, author of the Dred Scott
decision, representing the influence of the ju-
diciary ; and President Buchanan, who by his
Lecompton measures and messages had used
the whole executive power and patronage to
intensify and perpetuate the mischiefs born of
the repeal and the dictum. Fourth in the
group stood Abraham Lincoln, President-elect,
illustrating the vital political truth announced
in that sentence of his Cincinnati speech in
which he declared :

“The people of these United States are the rightful
masters of both Congresses and Courts, not to over-
throw the Constitution, but to overthrow the men who
pervert the Constitution.”

When the cheers which greeted his appear-

for the presidency, who then stood patriotically at his
side, holding the hat of the republican President, which
he had politely taken at the beginning of the inaugural
address; ‘James’ had just walked out of office to make
room for him; ¢Franklin’ had passed into comparative
obscurity or something worse; and ‘ Roger’ had just
administered to him the oath of office.”
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ance had somewhat abated, Senator Baker of
Oregon rose and introduced Mr. Lincoln to the
audience; and stepping forward, the President-
elect,in a firm, clear voice, thoroughly practiced
in addressing the huge open-air assemblages of
the West, read his inaugural, to which every
ear listened with the most intense eagerness.

THE INAUGURAL ADDRESS.

FELLOW-CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES: In
compliance with a custom as old as the Government it-
self, I appear before you to address you briefly, and to
take in your presence the oath prescribed by the Consti-
tution of the United States to be taken by the President
“before he enters on the execution of his office.”!

I do not consider it necessary at present for me to
discuss those matters of administration about which
there is no special anxiety or excitement.

Apprehension seems to exist among the people of the
Southern States that by the accession of a Republican
Administration their property and their peace and per-
sonal security are to be endangered. There has never
been any reasonable cause for such apprehension.
Indeed, the most ample evidence to the contrary has
all the while existed and been open to their inspection.
It is found in nearly all the published speeches of him
who now addresses you. I do but quote from one of
those speeches when I declare that “I have no pur-
pose, directly or indirectly, to interfere with the institu-
tion of slavery in the States where it exists. I believe
I have no lawful right to do so,and I have no inclina-
tion to do so.” Those who nominated and elected me
did so with full knowledge that I had made this and
many similar declarations,and had never recanted them.
And, more than this, they placed in the platform for my
acceptance, and as a law to themselves and to me,
the clear and emphatic resolution which I now read :

“ Resolved, that the maintenance inviolate of the
rights of the States, and especially the right of each
State to order and control its own domestic institutions
according to its own judgment exclusively, is essential
to that balance of power on which the perfection and
endurance of our political fabric depend, and we de-
nounce the lawless invasion by armed force of the soil

of any State or Territory, no matter under what pre-
text, as among the gravest of crimes.”

I now reiterate these sentiments; and, in doing so,
I only press upon the public attention the most con-
clusive evidence of which the case is susceptible, that
the property, peace, and security of no section are to
be in anywise endangered by the now incoming Ad-
ministration. I add, too, that all the protection which,
consistently with the Constitution and the laws, can
be given, will be cheerfully given® to all the States
when lawfully demanded, for whatever cause —as
cheerfully to one section, as to another.

There is much controversy about the delivering up
of fugitives from service or labor. The clause I now
read is as plainly written in the Constitution as any
other of its provisions :

“No person held to service or labor in one State,
under the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall in
consequence of any law or regulation therein, be dis-
charged from such service or labor, but shall be de-
livered up on claim of the party to whom such service
or labor may be due.” ’

It is scarcely questioned that this provision was in-
tended by those whomade it for the reclaiming of what
we call fugitive slaves; and the intention of the law-
giver is the law. All members of Congress swear their
support to the whole Constitution — to this provision
as much as to any other. To the proposition then,
that slaves, whose cases come within the terms of this
clause, “shall be delivered up”’ their oaths are unan-
imous. Now, if they would make the effort in good tem-
per, could they not, with nearly equal unanimity, frame
and pass a law by means of which to keep good that
unanimous oath ?

There is some difference of opinion whether this
clause should be enforced by national or by State
authority ; but surely that difference is not a very ma-
terial one. If the slave is to be surrendered, it can be
of but little consequence to him, or to others, by which
authority itis done. And should any one, in any case,
be content that his oath shall go unkept, on a merely
unsubstantial controversy as to Zow it shall be kept ?

Again, in any law upon this subject, ought not all
the safeguards of liberty known in civilized and hu-
mane jurisprudence to be introduced so that a free man

1Mr. Lincoln’s original draft contained at this point
the following paragraphs :

“The more modern custom of electing a Chief Mag-
istrate upon a previously declared platform of princi-
ples supersedes in a great measure the necessity of
re-stating those principles in an address of this sort.
Upon the plainest grounds of good faith, one so elected
is not at liberty to shift his position. It is necessarily
implied, if not expressed, that in his judgment the
platform which he thus accepts binds him to nothing
either unconstitutional or inexpedient.

“ Having been so elected upon the Chicago platform,
and while I would repeat nothing in it, of aspersion or
epithet, or question of motive, against any man or
party, I hold myself bound by duty, as well as impelled
by inclination, to follow, within the Executive sphere,
the principles therein declared. By no other course
could I meet the reasonable expectations of the coun-
try.”

yMr. Seward proposed either to omit the whole, or to
amend them as follows :

«The more modern custom of nominating a Chief
Magistrate upon a previously declared summary of

principles supersedes in a great measure the necessity
of re-stating those principles in an address of this sort.
Itis necessarily implied, if not expressed, that the sum-
mary binds the officer elected to nothing either uncon-
stitutional or inexpedient. With this explanation I
deem it my duty, as I am disposed in feeling, to follow,
so far as they apply to the Executive sphere, the prin-
ciples on which I was brought before the American
People.”

Mr. Lincoln adopted Mr. Seward’s preference of
the alternative suggestions made, and omitted the
whole.

*In the original draft this sentence stood: “ The
protection which, consistently with the Constitution
and the laws, can be given will be cheerfully given to
all the States,” etc.

Mr. Seward proposed to amend it thus: “will be
cheerfully given in every case and under all circum-
stances to all the States,” etc.

Mr. Lincoln did not adopt the suggestion, but him-
self modified it so as to read: “will be cheerfully
given to all the States when lawfully demanded, for
whatever cause —"
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be not, in any case, surrendered as a slave ?° And might
itnot be well at the same time to provide by law for the
enforcement of that clause in the Constitution which
guarantees that “the citizen of each State shall be en-
titled to all privileges and immunities of citizens in the
several States ?”’

I take the official oath to-day with no mental res-
ervations and with no purpose to construe the Consti-
tution or laws by any hypercritical rules. And while
I do not choose now to specify particular acts of Con-
gress as proper to be enforced, I do suggest that it
will be much safer for all, both in official and private
stations, to conform to and abide by all those acts
which stand unrepealed, than to violate any of them
trusting to find impunity in having them held to be
unconstitutional.

It is seventy-two years since the first inauguration of
a President under our National Constitution, During
that period fifteen different and greatly distinguished
citizens have, in succession, administered the Execu-
tive branch of the Government. They have conducted
it through many perils, and generally with great suc-
cess.* Yet, with all this scope of precedent, I now en-
ter upon the same task for the brief constitutional term
of four years, under great and peculiar difficulty. A
disruption of the Federal Union, heretofore only men-
aced, is now formidably attempted.®

I hold that, in contemplation of universal law, and
of the Constitution, the union of these States is per-
petual. Perpetuity is implied, if not expressed, in the
fundamental law of all National Governments. It is
safe to assert that no Government proper ever had a
provision in its organic law for its own termination.
Continue to execute all the express provisions of our
National Constitution, and the Union will endure for-
ever —it being impossible to destroy it except by some
action not provided for in the instrument itself.

Again, if the United States be not a Government
proper, but an association of States in the nature of
contract merely, can it, as a contract, be peaceably un-

made by less than all the parties who made it? One
party toa contract may violate it —break it, so to speak,
but does it not require all to lawfully rescind it ?

Descending from these general principles, we find
the proposition that, in legal contemplation, the Union
is perpetual, confirmed by the history of the Union it-
self. The Union is much older than the Constitution.
It was formed, in fact, by the Articles of Association in
1774. It was matured and continued by the Declaration
ot Independence in 1776. It was further matured,® and
the faith of all the then thirteen States expressly plight-
ed and engaged that it should be perpetual, by the Ar-
ticles of Confederation in 1778. And, finally, in 1787,
one of the declared objects for ordaining and establish-
ing the Constitution was, “%o form a more perfect Union.”

But if destruction of the Union by one, or by a part
only, of the States be lawfully possible, the Union is
less perfect than before the Constitution, having lost
the vital element of perpetuity. ?

It follows from these views, that no State, upon its
own mere motion, can lawfully get out of the Union;
that resolves and ordinancesto that effectare legally void ;
and that acts of violence, within any State or States,
against the authority of the United States, are insurrec-
tionary or revolutionary, according to circumstances.?

I therefore consider that, in view of the Constitu-
tion and the laws, the Union is unbroken ; and to the
extent of my ability, I shall take care, as the Constitu-
tion itself expressly enjoins upon me, that the laws of
the Union be faithfully executed in all the States.?
Doing this I deem to be only a simple duty on my
part; and I shall perform it, so far as practicable, un-
less my rightful masters, the American people, shall
withhold the requisite means, or in some authoritative
manner direct the contrary. I trust this will not be
regarded as a menace, but onlyas the declared purpose
of the Union that it will constitutionally defend and
maintain itself.”

In doing this there needs to be no bloodshed or vio-
lence; and there shall be none, unless it be forced upon

*The remainder of this paragraph was not in the
original draft. Mr. Lincoln added it of his own accord.

“This sentence stood in the original: ¢ They have
conducted it through many perils ; and on the whole,
with great success.”

Mr. Lincoln adopted Mr. Seward’s suggestion to
make it read : “and generally with great success.”

°In the original this sentence read: “A disruption
of the Federal Union is menaced, and, so far as can be
on paper, is already effected. The particulars of what
has been done are so familiar and so fresh, that I need
not waste any time in recounting them.”

Mr. Seward proposed to change it as follows: «A
disruption of the Federal Union, heretofore only men-
aced, is now formidably attempted.”

Mr. Lincoln adopted the suggestion.

®This sentence originally stood: “It was further
matured and expressly declared and pledged to be per-
petual,” etc.

Mr. Lincoln of his own accord amended it as follows:
‘It was further matured, and the faith of all the then
thirteen States expressly plighted and engaged that it
should be perpetual,” etc.

"In the original, this paragraph concluded as fol-
lows: “The Union is less perfect than before, which
contradicts the Constitution, and therefore is absurd.”

Mr. Seward proposed to strike out the words “ and
therefore is absurd.” Mr. Lincoln adopted this sugges-
tion,and in addition remodeled the whole sentence, so as

to read: “ The Unionis Zess perfect than before the Con-
stitution, having lost the vital element of perpetuity.”

8 The first half of this sentence originally closed : * or-
dinances to that effect are legally nothing,” and the sec-
ond half, “are insurrectionary or treasonable, accord-
ing to circumstances.” Mr. Seward’s suggestions to
strike out the word “nothing ”” and substitute the word
“void,” and to strike out the word * treasonable ”” and
substitute the word “ revolutionary,” were adopted.

°In the original this sentence stood: “I therefore
consider that the Union is unbroken; and, to the ex-
tent of my ability, I shall take care that the laws of the
Union be faithfully executed in all the States.”

Mr. Seward proposed to amend it as follows: «I
therefore consider that, in view of the Constitution and
the laws, the Union is unbroken ; and to the extent of
my ability, T shall take care, as the Constitution itself
expressly enjoins upon me, that the laws of the Union
be faithfully executed inall the States.”

Mr. Lincoln adopted the change.

¥ This phrase originally stood: “ or in some tangible
way direct the contrary.”

Mr. Seward’s suggestion, to strike out the words
‘tangible way” and substitute therefor the words
¢ authoritative manner,” was adopted.

! This sentence originally closed : “ will have its own
and defend itself.” Mr. Seward’s suggestion, to strike
out these words and insert “will constitutionally de-
fend and maintain itself,” was adopted.
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the national authority.” The power confided to me
will be used to hold, occupy, and possess the property
and places belonging to the Government,and to collect
the duties and imposts ; but beyond what may be nec-
essary for these objects, there will be no invasion, no
using of force against or among the people anywhere.
Where hostility to the United States, in any interior
locality, shall be so great and universal as to prevent
competent resident citizens from holding the Federal
offices, there will be no attempt to force obnoxious
strangers among the people for that object. While the
strict legal right may exist in the Government to en-
force the exercise of these offices, the attempt to do so
would be so irritating, and so nearly impracticable
withal, that I deem it better to forego for the time the
uses of such offices.

The mails, unless repelled, will continue to be fur-
nished in all parts of the Union.” So far as possible,
the people everywhere shall have that sense of perfect
security which is most favorable to calm thought and
reflection. The course here indicated will be followed
unless current events and experience shall show a
modification or change to be proper, and in every case
and exigency my best discretion will be exercised ac-
cording to circumstances actually existing, and with a

view and a hope of a peaceful solution of the national
troubles, and the restoration of fraternal sympathies
and affections.™

That there are persons in one section or another
who seek to destroy the Union at all events, and are
glad of any pretext to do it, I will neither affirm nor
deny ; but if there be such, I need address no word to
them,” To those, however, who really love the Union,
may I not speak ?

Before entering upon so grave a matter as the de-
struction of our national fabric, with all its benefits, its
memories, and its hopes, would it not be wise to ascer-
tain precisely why we do it ?** Will you hazard so des-
perate a step while there is any possibility that any
portion of the ills you fly from have no real existence ?
Will you, while the certain ills you fly to are greater
than all the real ones you fly from — will you risk the
commission of so fearful a mistake ?

All profess to be content in the Union, if all consti-
tutional rights can be maintained. Is it true, then, that
any right, plainly written in the Constitution, has been
denied ? ¥ T think not. Happily the human mind is so
constituted,” that no party can reach to the audacity
of doing this. Think, if you can, of a single instance
in which a plainly written provision of the Constitution

2 In the original draft this paragraph, after the first
sentence, stood as follows :

 All the power at my disposal will be used to re-
claim the public property and places which have fallen :
to hold, occupy, and possess these, and all other prop-
erty and places belonging to the Government and to
collect the duties and imposts ; but beyond what may
be necessary for these objects, there will be no in-
vasion of any State. Where hostility to the United
States, in any interior locality, shall be so great and so
universal as to prevent competent resident citizens
from holding the Federal offices, there will be no at-
tempt to force obnoxious strangers among the people
for that object. While the strict legal right may exist
in the Government to enforce the exercise of these of-
fices, the attempt to do so would be so irritating, and
so nearly impracticable withal, that I deem it better
to forego for the time the uses of such offices.”

Mr. Seward proposed to strike out all the above, and
to insert the following:

*“ The power confided to me shall be used indeed
with efficacy, but also with discretion in every case and
exigency, according to the circumstances actually exist-
ing, and with a view and a hope of a peaceful solution
of the national troubles, and the restoration of frater-
nal sympathies and affections. There are in this gov-
. ernment as in every other, emergencies when the exer-
cise of power lawful in itself is less certain to secure
the just ends of administration, than a temporary for-
bearance from it, with reliance on the voluntary though
delayed acquiescence of the people in the laws which
have been made by themselves and for their own bene-
fit. I shall not lose sight of this obvious maxim.”

Mr. Lincoln, however, did not adopt this proposal,
but made a slight change which had been suggested by
another friend. At Indianapolis he gave a copy of his
original draft to Hon. O. H. Browning, who after care-
fully reading it on his return, wrote to Mr. Lincoln
(February 17th, 1861) referring to this paragraph:
“Would it not be judicious so to modify this as to make
it read, ¢ All the power at my disposal will be used
to hold, occupy, and possess the property and places
belonging to the Government, and to collect the duties
and imposts, etc,’ omitting the declaration of the pur-
pose of reclamation, which will be construed into a
threat or menace, and will be irritating even in the

border States ? On principle the passage is right as it
now stands. The fallen places ought to be reclaimed.
But cannot that be accomplished as well or even better
without announcing the purpose in your inaugural ? ”’

Mr. Lincoln adopted Mr. Browning’s advice, and
modified his own phraseology as proposed.

He also made in this paragraph another slight change
of phraseology. For, “there will be no invasion of any
State,”” he substituted, “ there will be no invasion, no
using of force against or among the people anywhere.”

¥This phrase originally was, “ The mails, unless re-
fused, will continue to be furnished,” etc. Mr. Lincoln
himself changed this to read : * The mails, unless re
pelled.”

¥ This paragraph originally closed with the following
sentence : “ This course will be pursued until current
experience shall show a modification or change to be
proper.”” Mr. Lincoln himselfchanged this soas toread:
“The course here indicated will be followed, unless
current events and experience shall show a modifica-
tion or change to be proper.” He also added a part of
the language proposed by Mr. Seward for the previous
paragraph, as will be seen by comparison.

®This sentence originally stood : “ That there are
persons who seek to destroy the Union,” etc. Mr.
Seward proposed to amend so as to make it read:
“That there are persons in one section as well as in
the other, who seek to destroy the Union,” etc. Mr.
Lincoln changed the amendment to, “That there are
persons in one section or another who seek,” etc.

Mr. Seward also proposed to add to the last clause
of the sentence, after the word “ them,” the following :
“because I am sure they must be few in number and
of little influence when their pernicious principles are
fully understood.”

Mr. Lincoln did not adopt the suggestion.

®Mr. Lincoln himself struck out the word ¢ Union
as it originally appeared in this sentence, and inserted
in lieu the words * fabric, with all its benefits, its mem-
ories, and its hopes.”

" Mr. Seward proposed to insert the word ¢ distinct ”
after the words, “Is it true, then, that any,” in the
second sentence of this paragraph.

Mr. Lincoln did not adopt the suggestion.

3Tn this sentence Mr. Lincoln himself changed the
word “ constructed ” to “constituted.” .
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has ever been denied. If, by the mere force of num-
bers, a majority should deprive a minority of any
clearly written constitutional right, it might, ina morfxl
point of view, justify revolution—cer?amly would, if
such right were a vital one. But such is not our case.
All the vital rights of minorities and of individuals are
so plainly assured to them by affirmations an.d nggations,
guarantees and prohibitions,” in the Constitution, that
controversies never arise concerning them. But no
organic law can ever be framed with a provision spe-
cifically applicable to every question which may occur
in practical administration. No foresight can antici-
pate, nor any document of reasonable length contain,
express provisions for all possible questions. Shall
fugitives from labor be surrendered by national or by
State authority ? The Constitution does not expressly
say. May Congress prohibit slavery in the Territories ?
The Constitution does not expressly say. Must Con-
gress protect slavery in the Territories? The Consti-
tution does not expressly say.

From questions of this class spring all our constitu-
tional controversies, and we divide upon them into
majorities and minorities. If the minority will not
acquiesce, the majority must, or the Government must
cease. There is no other alternative ; for continuing
the Government is acquiescence on one side or the
other.® If a minority in such case will secede rather
than acquiesce, they make a precedent which in turn
will divide and ruin them; for a minority of their own
will secede from them whenever a majority refuses to
be controlled by such minority.® For instance, why
may not any portion of a new confederacy, a year or
two hence, arbitrarily secede again, precisely as por-
tions of the present Union now claim to secede from
it?® All who cherish disunion sentiments are now
being educated to the exact temper of doing this.

Is there such perfect identity of interests among the
States to compose a new Union as to produce harmony
only, and prevent renewed secession ? *

Plainly, the central idea of secession is the essence
of anarchy. A majority held in restraint by constitu-
tional checks and limitations, and always changing
easily with deliberate changes of popular opinions and
sentiments, is the only true sovereign of a free peo-
ple.® Whoever rejects it does, of necessity, fly to an-
archy or to despotism. Unanimity is impossible ; the
rule of a minority, as a permanent arrangement, is
wholly inadmissible; so that, rejecting the majority
principle, anarchy or despotism in some form is all
that is left.

I do not forget the position, assumed by some, that
constitutional questions are to be decided by the Su-
preme Court; nor do I deny that such decisions must
be binding, in any case, upon the parties to a suit, as
to the object of that suit, while they are also entitled
to very high respect and consideration in all parallel
cases by all other departments of the Government.”
And while it is obviously possible that such decision
may be erroneous in any given case, still the evil effect
following it, being limited to that particular case, with
the chance that it may be overruled, and never be-
come a precedent for other cases, can better be borne
than could the evils of a different practice.” At the
same time, the candid citizen must confess that if the
policy of the Government, upon vital questions, affect-
ing the whole people, is to be irrevocably fixed by de-
cisions of the Supreme Court, the instant they are
made in ordinary litigation between parties in per-
sonal actions, the people will have ceased to be their
own rulers, having to that extent practically resigned
their government into the hands of that eminent tribu-
nal.® Nor is there in this view any assault upon the

¥The phrase, “by affirmations and negations,” Mr.
Seward proposed to make, ¢ by affirmations and nega-
tions, guarantees and prohibitions.”

Mr. Lincoln adopted the suggestion.

®»The phrase, “applicable to every question,” Mr.
Seward proposed to change to, “applicable to every
possible question.”

Mr. Lincoln did not adopt the change.

2% In this paragraph Mr. Seward proposed to substi-
tute the words “acquiesce” and “acquiescence” for
4 submit ” and ¢ submission.”

Mr. Lincoln adopted the suggestion.

2 The original phrase, “a minority of their own
number will secede from them,” Mr. Lincoln him-
self changed to, “ a minority of their own will secede
from them.”

#1In the original these sentences ran as follows :
“For instance, why may not South Carolina, a year
or two hence, arbitrarily secede from a new Southern
Confederacy, just as she now claims to secede from
the present Union? Her people, and, indeed, all se-
cession people, are now being educated to the precise
temper of doing this.”

Mr. Seward proposed to substitute the names “ Ala-
bama or Florida” for “ South Carolina”; and the
word “ communities ”* for ¢ people.”

Instead of adopting this, Mr. Lincoln re-wrote the
whole, as follows: ¢ For instance, why may not any
portion of a new confederacy, a year or two hence,
arbitrarily secede again, precisely as portions of the
present Union now claim to secede from it? All who
cherish disunion sentiments are now being educated
to the exact temper of doing this.”

% For the original phrase, “a Southern Union,” Mr.
Lincoln himself substituted, “a new Union.”

% The original sentence, “ A constitutional majority
is the only true sovereign of a free people,” Mr. Sew-
ard proposed to change to, “ A majority held in re-
straint by constitutional checks and limitations, and
always changing easily with deliberate changes of
popular opinions and sentiments, is the only true sove-
reign,” etc.

Mr. Lincoln adopted the change.

% In this sentence the final clause, ¢ while they are
also entitled to very high respect and consideration in
all parallel cases by all other departments of the Gov-
ernment,” was suggested by Mr. Seward and adopted
by Mr. Lincoln. 3

% In the original this phrase ran: “ the greater evils
of a different rule.”” Mr. Seward proposed to substitute
« practice ”” for “ rule,” and Mr. Lincoln struck out
the word “ greater,” making it read, “the evils of a
different practice.” |

% In the original this sentence stood: ¢ But if the
policy of the Government, upon vital %uestions affect-
ing the whole people, is to be irrevocably fixed by de-
cisions of the Supreme Court, it is plain that the peo-
ple will have ceased to be their own rulers, having
turned their government over to the despotism of the
few life officers composing the court.”

Mr. Seward proposed to amend it as follows : “At
the same time the candid citizen must confess that if
the policy of the Government, upon vital questions af-
fecting the whole people, is to be irrevocably fixed by
decisions of the Supreme Court, made in the ordinary
course of litigation between parties in personal actions,
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court or the judges. It is a duty from which they
may not shrink to decide cases properly brought be-
fore them, and it is no fault of theirs if others seek to
turn their decisions to political purposes.®

One section of our country believes slavery is 77g/%#,
and ought to be extended, while the other believes it
is wrong, and ought not to be extended.” This is the
only substantial dispute. The fugitive-slave clause of
the Constitution, and the law for the suppression of the
foreign slave-trade, are each as well enforced,” perhaps,
as any law can ever be in a community where the moral
sense of the people imperfectly supports the law it-
self.® The great body of the people abide by the dry
legal obligation in both cases, and a few break over in
each. This, I think, cannot be perfectly cured ; and it
would be worse in both cases af%» the separation of
the sections, than before. The foreign slave-trade, now
imperfectly suppressed, would be ultimately revived
without restriction in one section;® while fugitive
slaves, now only partially surrendered, would not be
surrendered at all by the other.

Physically speaking, we cannot separate. We can-
not remove our respective sections from each other,
nor build an impassable wall between them. A hus-
band and wife may be divorced, and go out of the pres-
ence and beyond the reach of each other ; but the differ-
ent parts of our country cannot do this. They cannot but
remain face to face, and intercourse, either amicable or
hostile, must continue between them. Isit possible, then,
tomake that intercourse more advantageous or more sat-
isfactory after separation than before? Can aliens make
treaties easier than friends can make laws ? Can treaties
be more faithfully enforced between aliens, than laws
can among friends ? Suppose you go to war, you can-
not fight always ; and when, after much loss on both
sides, and no gain on either, you cease fighting, the
identical old questions as to terms of intercourse are
again upon you.

This country, with its institutions, belongs to the
people who inhabit it. Whenever they shall grow weary

of the existing Government they can exercise their cozn-
stitutional right of amending it, or their revolutionary
right to dismember or overthrow it.* I cannot be ig-
norant of the fact that many worthy and patriotic citi-
zens are desirous of having the National Constitution
amended. While I make norecommendation of amend-
ments, I fully recognize the rightful authority of the
people over the whole subject, to be exercised in either
of the modes prescribed in the instrument itself; and
I should, under existing circumstances, favor rather than
oppose a fair opportunity being afforded the people to
act upon it. I will venture to add that, to me the
convention mode seems preferable, in that it allows
amendments to originate with the people themselves,
instead of only permitting them to take or reject prop-
ositions originated by others, not especially chosen
for the purpose, and which might not be precisely such
as they would wish to either accept or refuse. I under-
stand a proposed amendment to the Constitution —
which amendment, however, I have not seen — has
passed Congress, to the effect that the Federal Gov-
ernment shall never interfere with the domestic in-
stitutions of the States, including that of persons held
to service. To avoid misconstruction of what I have
said, I depart from my purpose, not to speak of partic-
ular amendments, so far as to say that, holding such
a provision to now be implied constitutional law, I
have no objection to its being made express and irrevo-
cable.

The Chief Magistrate derives all his authority from
the people, and they have conferred none upon him to
fix terms for the separation of the States. The people
themselves can do this also if they choose; ® but the
Executive, as such, has nothing to do with it. His duty
is to administer the present Government, as it came
to his hands, and to transmit it, unimpaired by him, to
his successor.

Why should there not be a patient confidence in the
ultimate justice of the people? Is there any better or
equal hope in the world? In our present differences

the people will have ceased to be their own rulers,
having practically resigned their government into the
hands of that eminent tribunal.”

Mr. Lincoln adopted the amendment, first changing
the phrase, “made in the ordinary course of litiga-
tion,” to, “ the instant they are made in ordinary litiga-
tion,” and also the phrase, “having practically re-
si%ned,” to,* having to that extent practically resigned.”

The original draft here contained the following
paragraph :

“ The Republican party, as I understand, have avowed
the purpose to prevent, if they can, the extension of
slavery under the national auspices; and upon this
arises the only dispute between the sections.’

Mr. Seward proposed to strike out the whole para-
gra]ih, and Mr. Lincoln adopted the suggestion.

*n the original this phrase stood: “One section
believes slavery is right,” etc. Mr. Seward proposed
to make it read : “ One section of our country believes
slavery is right,” etc.

Mr. Lincoln adopted the amendment.

#The phrase, “as well enforced as any law,” Mr.
Seward suggested should read: ¢“as well enforced,
perhaps, as any law,” etc.

The suggestion was adopted.

®The phrase, “ where the moral sense of the people
is against the law itself,” Mr. Seward suggested should
read: “where the moral sense of the people imper-
fectly supports the law itself.”

The suggestion was adopted.

®The phrase, “ would be revived,” Mr. Seward sug-
gested sgould read: “would be ultimately revived.”

The suggestion was adopted.

¥ Following the words, “ dismember and overthrow
it,” the original continued:

“As T am not much impressed with the belief that
the present Constitution can be improved, T make no
recommendations of amendments. I am rather for the
old ship, and the chart of the old pilots. If, however,
the people desire a new or an altered vessel, the matter
is exclusively their own, and they can move in the prem-
ises, as well without as with an executive recommenda-
tion. I shall place no obstacle in the way of what may
appear to be their wishes.”

Mr. Seward proposed to change the first sentence
of the above to the following: “ While so great a di-
versity of opinion exists on the question what amend-
ments, if indeed any, would be effective in restoring
peace and safety, it would only tend to aggravate the
dispute if I were to attempt to give direction to the
public mind in that respect.”

Mr. Lincoln did not adopt Mr. Seward’s suggestion ;
but struck out all the above, and remodeled the whole
paragraph to the form in which it now stands in the
text.

% The original phrase “ can do this if they choose,”
Mr. Lincoln himself changed to read, ¢ can do this also
if they choose.”
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is either party without faith of being in the right?* If
the Almighty Ruler of Nations, with his eternal truth
and justice, be on your side of the North, or on yours
of the South,” that truth and that justice will surely
prevail by the judgment of this great tribunal of the
American people.

By the frame of the Government under which we
live, this same people have wisely given their public
servants but little power for mischief; and have, with
equal wisdom, provided for the return of that little to
their own hands at very short intervals. While the
people retain their virtue and vigilance, no adminis-
tration, by any extreme of wickedness or folly, can
very seriously injure the Government in the short
space of four years.®

My countrymen, one and all, think calmly and welZ
upon this whole subject.” Nothing valuable can be
lost by taking time.® If there be an object to Zurry
any of you, in hot haste, to a step which you would
never take deliberately, that object will be frustrated
by taking time ; but no good object can be frustrated
by it. Such of you as are now dissatisfied, still have
the old Constitution unimpaired, and, on the sensitive
point, the laws of your own framing under it; while

the new Administration will have no immediate power,
if it would, to change either. If it were admitted that
you who are dissatisfied hold the right side in the dis-
pute, there still is no single good reason for precipi-
tate action. Intelligence, patriotism, Christianity, and
a firm reliance on Him who has never yet forsaken
this favored land are still competent to adjust, in the
best way, all our present difficulty.

In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow-countrymen,
and not in mine, is the momentous issue of civil war.
The Government will not assail yox.* You can have
no conflict, without being yourselves the aggressors.
You have no oath registered in Heaven to destroy the
government, while / shall have the most solemn one
to “preserve, protect and defend it.””

I am loth to close. We are not enemies, but friends.
We must not be enemies. Though passion may have
strained, it must not break our bonds of affection.
The mystic chords of memory, stretching from every
battle-field, and patriot grave, to every living heart
and hearth-stone, all over this broad land, will yet
swell the chorus of the Union, when again touched,
as surely they will be, by the better angels of our na-
ture.

*The original phrase,“is either party without faith
in the right?”” Mr. Lincoln himself changed to, ¢“is
either party without faith of being in the right ?”

 The original phrase, “ be on our side or on yours,”
Mr. Seward suggested should read: “be on the side
of the North, or of the South, of the East, or of the
West.”

Mr. Lincoln changed it to read: “be on your side
of the North, or on yours of the South.”

*The original phrase, “ While the people remain
patient and true to themselves, no man, even in the
presidential chair, can,” etc., Mr. Seward proposed to
change, to “ While the people retain their virtue and
vigilance, no legislature and no administration can,” etc.

Mr. Lincoln changed it toread as follows: “While the
people retain their virtue and vigilance, no administra-
tion, by any extreme of wickedness or folly, can,” etc.

¥ The original phrase, ‘take time and think well,”
Mr. Seward suggested should read: “think calmly
and think well.”

Mr. Lincoln changed it to, ¢ think calmly and zwelZ.”

“The original sentences : “ Nothing valuable can be
lost by taking time. Nothing worth preserving is
either breaking or burning,” Mr. Seward proposed
to strike out.

Mr Lincoln retained the first, and struck out the
second.

“In the original sentence, “ The Government will
not assail you, unless you first assail it,”” Mr. Seward
suggested striking out the last clause.

Mr. Lincoln adopted the suggestion.

“The original draft, after the words, “ preserve, pro-
tect, and defend it,” concluded as follows, addressing
itself to “my dissatisfied fellow-countrymen”: “You
can forbear the assault upon it, I cannot shrink from
the defense of it. With you, and not with me, is the
solemn question of ¢Shall it be peace or a sword?’”

Mr. Seward did not like this termination; his letter,
previously quoted, suggested that “ something besides
or in addition to argument is needful — to meet and
remove prejudice and passion in the South, and de-
spondency and fear in the East. Some words of
affection —some of calm and cheerful confidence.”
Accordingly he submitted two separate drafts for a
closing paragraph, from which Mr. Lincoln might
choose one to substitute for the two sentences which
he proposed to strike out.

Suggestions for a closing paragraph :

NO. I.

“ However unusual it may be at such a time to speak
of sections or to sections, yet in view of the miscon-
ceptions and agitations which have strained the ties
of brotherhood so far, I hope it will not be deemed a
departure from propriety, whatever it may be from
custom, to say that if in the criminations and miscon-
structions which too often imbue our political contests,
any man south of this capital has been led to believe
that I regard with a less friendly eye his rights, his
interests, or his domestic safety and happiness, or
those of his State, than I do those of any other por-
tion of my country, or that I would invade or disturb
any legal right or domestic institutionin the South, he
mistakes both my principles and feelings, and does not
know me. I aspire to come in the spirit, however far
below the ability and wisdom, of Washington, of Mad-
ison, of Jackson, and of Clay. In that spirit I here de-
clare that in my administration I shall know no rule
but the Constitution, no guide but the laws, and no
sentiment but that of equal devotion to my whole coun-
try, east, west, north, and south.”

NO. II.

“I close. We are not, we must not be, aliens or ene-
mies, but fellow-countrymen and brethren. Although
passion has strained our bonds of affection too hardly,
they must not, I am sure they will not, be broken.
The mg'stic chords which, proceeding from so man
battle-fields and so many patriot graves, pass througl};
all the hearts and all hearths in this broad conti-
nent of ours, will yet again harmonize in their ancient
music when breathed upon by the guardian angel of
the nation.”

The first of these drafts, containing 139 words in its
opening sentence, and made up of phrases which had
become extremely commonplace by iteration in the
six years’ slavery discussion, was clearly inadmissible.
The second draft, containing the germ of a truly poet-
ic thought amid its somewhat chaotic rhetoric, Mr.
Lincoln took, and, in a new development and perfect
form, gave it the life and spirit and beauty which have
made it celebrated in the text.
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CLOSING PARAGRAPH. (FROM ORIGINAL FROM WHICH THE ADDRESS WAS DELIVERED.)

A cheer greeted the conclusion. Chief-Jus-
tice Taney arose, the clerk opened his Bible,
and Mr. Lincoln, laying his hand upon it, with
deliberation pronounced the oath:

“I, Abraham Lincoln, do solemnly swear
that I will faithfully execute the office of Pres-
ident of the United States, and will, to the
best of my ability, preserve, protect, and de-
fend the Constitution of the United States.”

Then, while the battery on the brow of the
hill thundered its salute, citizen Buchanan and
President Lincoln returned to their carriage,
and the military procession escorted them from
the Capitol to the Executive Mansion, on the
threshold of which Mr. Buchanan warmly
shook the hand of his successor, with heartfelt
good wishes for his personal happiness and the
national peace and prosperity.
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