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Louisville,  ky

LN
Attorney  General  Daugherty

!H    -`:,+I    :   -   _      _1__

R
Uncovers , Treas,ure

Signed By Famous Men From Jefferson tg__9r-o-f    Congre-;;,    S-6iy-i-a-inbef--2,3,

J1789.    It  is  a  fragn``nt  of  a

gsB::rsY;;ttbe:a±:'aFf';edn£#itaapf€
firming' the  marriage  of  one

5°osr:£#e 88%E:#£#B, ti: ni[8a#2:

:h€]a¥fas:ge::ft£¥nsu]Papn°drst:£
what.   is   now   the   State   of
Louis!aria. , I The   Department
of  Just.ice  does not ordinarily
con6ern  qitself   with    divorce
cases,   but   curiously   enough
this  oldest  of  all  its  records
refers 'to  a  divor6e  proceed-
ing   as    affecting    the    land

ARE    old    state  ','docu-
ments,   long,  hid\den  in
the    midst    of     musty

f;#eTdp]::se°sfsi::~C;efn{hgaB:58ar]tn.
tryent   of   Justice.have   been

#i:nu;8:h:tr:t?°rt;:rgo:ut;fifrn:iseiimm:ec]c¥
'rdental    discovery    during     a

•,;::Beaa#erb,?.4tt::TB:paGre,nine:::
tarchives  for  some documents
'\of 'a  later  date.    Mr.  Daug`h-

£;g:t:,au:as¥£:ah:::nfa¥£:£nF±no:£rfefsea£:
chief  law  officer,  at  once  be-
gan   system.atic   investigation
to  determine  whEt  6`ther  p<i-

Foe#:f#istuoi`i:X;a::[eeEigphatcE:
age's  with  a  view  Of  having
them   r`esYtored,   collated   and
p]a`ced   in   some   safe   'deposi-
tor#rre:]uL]tt±¥fe. Mr.  Daugh-

erty's  delving  has   been   the
discovery of a veritable treas-
ure,,ti-ove  of  old  lette]..s  wr.it-
ten by  the  early  Presidents,
several opinions  ..by  the  first
Attorney   Ge,neral ' and   other
documents   written `on   oddly

:¥appaepd;i:ot#]]anoq¥a[e]fawhba!j:
an  interesting  bearing on  the
establishment   of   the   young
republic.      These    are     now
being  carefully  prepared  by
direction    of    the     Attorney
General  for  filing  in  the Li-
brary  `of    Congress    in     the
hands  \of  experts   under   the
general  direction of the  Com-
mitteeonthe FineArts,      `
``   FOur   opinions  \ written  by

:#:ft;r£!teAdtt°srtnaet¥sieE3r#Ln°j
Rahdolph,1789-1794 -bear
the  earliest  dates  of  any  doc-
dments  discovered,  but  many
others  of  later   date   exceed
these     in     historic   .interest.
Among them are :

I against  Aaron~ Burr ;~an` obin.-
I ion refusing J.ohm Jacob Astor

tReorrffitsg££g£;tfocspao£:``tt:fie:rf£:£rss:
and  a  score  or  more  of  otherI siinilar  documents  of  intense

I historical interest and bearing

An I  autograph    letter    by
Abraham Lincoln dated April
13,\  1865,   and   believed   to   be
the    la.?t   formal     document
written' by him : a letter' from
Grant    suggesting    the  `  dis-
missal as "an unfit person ±`'or
'the  position"  of  an, Assistant
Attorney   General   who,\ had
written  the  President  direct
regarding  ia  minor   ci`vil ` war
claim;      ``memoranda"      pre-

E:irveadtebc¥tiTehn°Taafste:efhfeersh°and.
served   two  ' terms   as   Presi-
dent) advising President 'Mad-
ison to be cautious in employ-
ing soldiers, to eject iritruders
from Indian lands in Georgia:
letters  Seeking lesal  advice of
the   Attorneir   General   in'the
handwr`iting   of `Heni.y   Clay,
John    C.      Calhoun,      Daniel
Webster,    as    Secretaries    bf
State; autograph  letters.  and
documerits  by\ James  `Monroe,
both as Sect.°etary of State and
later   as   President;I  a  lette£,
among    oth.ei.9,    in   the   bold,
firm  handwrit±ng` `of  Andrew
Jackson,  ,disagreeing  wit-h an
opinion   by  Attorney General
Berriens;   a   letter.from  i¢Pe`United    States   Attorney     in

Ohio,  asking  what  he  should
do about the   ihd.ictments   for
treason   still   pending   (18.18)

%novtehren::rn]tyifrt°hb6]epmr%qc°efst::
formation.

The   earliest    known   docu-
ment in  the  possession  of  the
Department   of   Justice,   the
Attorney  General  discovered,
is  one  bearing   date   of .Sep-
tember  30,  1788,  or  one  year

&eef£::aithfa°sffic::a::dA#y°ri¥V:

claim  title,  though  who  w
the  parties  to  the  suit  is
revealed  in  the  document.

The  earliest records  of the
Attorney  Gen,eral's , office, Mr.
Daugherty  said,  ihc]ude  four
opinions    by   Edmund     Ran-
dolph  of   Virginia,,  the   first
Attorney  General,  who    was
appointed  September  26,

t[o7n89a'n3yseprr;eesid::{i,W,:Snhu!grg;
2,179'4.                   \     .

The  first  o\f  the  four  docu-
ments  is  dated ,Philadelphia,.
1790  (the month  and  day not
appeal.ing),\   and   `relates    to
payment  of in\terest to  States,
being  ,in   1.eply.   to   questions
asked  by the Secretary of the
Treasury.    The  others,  dated
resp.ectively   F`e.bruai.y    12,
1791';   October-1,  ,1791,    and
November 9, .1791,` are  on  the
same  genei.al I su'bject'  of  out-

#en-i±t3ei]a°[apGT#v#ifi£%-tnriLii.
sued  on  account  of  the  Rev-
`olu.tionary  War.     All ,are   in
a  fair  state  of  preservation.
So      far     as      known,    `Mr.
Daugherty  added,,  th`ese   a're
the   only   diapers   relating  to\
the  office  of  the  first  Attorr

rt]heeyy€veffLe'£%]gj±nveenxispt:g±Cae]'caanr€they will be .given special care
in  being  restored\ for`  deposit
in  the  Li_brary  of  Congress.___:



illE       t                          +;+          i/+     ,flEL

originating
during  the  administration  of
Willia,in Bradford, second At-
torney  General,  or of Charles
Lee,  thii.d,  have  been  found,
•;a8fu:#rttfr±gh]¥8e[tp;tTa2:9y±e:Whri:I:.i

#ifengses¥ebiasn::£:vesybs::gait:`)
tempted."Not   until   "The   Attorney

I,incoln.s  hast  I,Otter  Found

I

Thomas Jefferson, third President
of   the   United.  States, `soine   of
whose    letters    have''  been    un-
earthed    by    Attorney    General

Daugherty,      __     ___.__`__

files  of  all  transactions.    T
day  the   most  modern   fi]in,
methods  are  employed  in  th
Mails   and 'Files   Division,
charge  of  Arthui  Robb  sin
1907.

HatTy M<.  Dau&heriy,  Attorney General  Of  the  United

:£c:C:i:=jnfiI3Sifrnbb¥d!i=
unclassifie_d  c`orre8pgnd_epee..

Mr.  Daugherty  point`ed` out

;£a?<£]odnoEunr9,]l}::sp<?i;±Jogtirs!¥ciE
adhered to in most of the ear-
lier documents ,and the letters
of  this  period  generally  con-

!ESE±adsdng,?aeke±*ke€*fi.+x.tr_avS



I I,incoln.s  Last  Letter  Found

ulifeg.:di:i.g-rco=:I_tEe_Libraryofcongreas,wheretheletterHcoent|y
discovered  will'be  placed  ap  `file.   ~       `{ft+t'.    !^  S`:.I-+t#+grbe?~¥

I

5

mo. obdt. & humble srvt." is a
favorite   superscriptio,n,   indi-
cating that the writers,  while
particular    to     observe'    the
amenities, were n
of  the  time  and
spaied by the use

One  of  the  ,ear
ra]ty" cases hand
torney   General,
erty found,  appe
been  the  matter
of  one  Francis  a
who,  in  1811,  ask
charged    of   liab
surety bond of hi
Sarmiento, who
in  fitting  out  "t
Brutus  for  an  a
sea  which proved
The  petition  reel
father  had  made
assignment of all
to  help  liquidate
now 'asked   the`  P

;::=i::1::::i:i:::::::-1:ii:il:i;_:i:::i::;:
mendation  was  in
Attorndy General

Mr.  Daugherty

i%Lt6?etsh£:yue£Lrtsedfr°s¥at¥sL°s
preme  Court  disposed  of  1
United  States  cause-s,  acco]
ing to a memorandum wiitt
or|  a  ragged  and  very  yello
scrap of   paper   dated   Was
ington,  January, 29,  1817,
signed by E.-B.  C@l,dwell.   T]
memorandum  is  urn.addiesse"It will  be remembered,"  t]
paper states, as if in  e`Xplan'tion  of 'the  small  number

cases,  "that  in  the  year  18
there was no,  court.",

``R.  Rush,  30  Deer  1816,  A

;:rgheg,cGaes:e:i`.MrTiR.:Einai:E
Mr. W. Lewis," is t`he notation
on  one  of the   be'st   preseivedi

trieearlier_a.S~c_u|±£Et.fr=



|]incoln.s  I,ast  I,etter  Found

a

Sir
Yours     of    t'he     29th     ult.

reached  nie Vat  ryorfolk  a  fe\\J
seEa-a-yv6"5;st..I-i:i:!:i+fiyc`eA,oafLfi:`:

iormey  Gener`al  of  the  Ui-I

f.EL!#;£ui#ede
cepted,  and  I  shall  be  rea
t`o   enter   upon   its  duties
soon as the forms of qualific
tion  can  be  completed
I  am,  Sir,  most  respectfully,i

i.,he:::Ldoebn:#;#B.:Lt#s.;+    The    "forms    of    qualificaL:

tion"    evidently    were    comLi
pleted  onithe  day  this `1etter.+
was   written,  for  Mr.  Wirt';
appointment is dated Novem-
ber,13,1817.`                                       \

1;Cr¥:.:}£yDcaai##:¥aebd:n:impeta*r:|
in-gs  in   1818,   which  was  re-i
vealed  by  a  note   on,  a   veryJ
small    sheet    of    pal)er    ad-
dressed` to   Mr.   WirL  as  fol|
lows :

The Secretary of State  pre-
sents  his  compliments  to  the

fdtfoorrn:.gfnef%:La]hf#:§thh±:
attendance,  with that  Of  the
other  Heads  of  Departments,
at   12  o'clk  tomorrow,  is  re-

;c:]r:*nmgE;unnc:i:::fh:;:]paasL;orfsfc:ft]+e:tse#€::e:e::]S::c;::rehdouar¥obne:

shortest   of   abbreviations   `i:
signing    h`is   title,\  the   `othe
papers  of  ea`rly  date  indical

a.uested  by the  President, if it
be   not    inconvenient   to`   the
Attorney  General.
I)ept. of State, March 2,` 1818.:

Wirt   r.ealized,    Mr.

Paan:8h%.ftyaadfeecdo'+|heoimpt°hr;
transactions  of his  office,  and
kept an  "official  letter ,book",I
throughout his term.   He  was,
a   believer  in   system,`  as   the;
first   entry   in   this   book,    a,

e  opinlon
the  payment  of  ransom  for
the  release  of  A`meri6a~ri `pris-
oners   at   Algiei.s,   covers  six-
``teen  pages  of  abotit  the  mod-| ing that "at.to. genl." o'r `!atty
ern legal size and is written on t genl." were the  more -poprila
both  sid.es   of   the   paper,   qs,forms.     +
twas    the   general   custom    in|     William Wirt served  a.s  At
•..those   days.      Mr.   Noah   and|tormey   G€nera'l   longer   tha
-:Mr.   Lewis   had   jointly   sup='any  o-ther`  .irictimben€   of -'th

d money for the release of
aim.of  the  `prisoners   and
Attorney  General's  .opin-

office,`  his   service   of   twelve
years,|,1817-1829,  overlapping

;:P,X
of a    letter   from   Wirt

i;g:;:
i`ion was  that   Congress\  alone!`thad power to  reimburse them
=for   this    "meritorious    act."

grhdeRS\igsE?tx:eGt.?»tha±:'d"¥t£CT;
'prob?_bly_\_\Lt_ne` fi.rat_ t.i_ape  an  At-

to the  President,  dated  Janu-
ary  17,   1817,  shows.   In  this
letter   he   complains   that   on\
assuming  his  office  he  could|
find  "no  book,  documents  oi.i
papers  of ally  kind  to inforin
n?e of what has  been  done by,
any  one   of  my   predecessorsl
since the' establishment of the
Fedei.al   Goverliment."                I`  "F`eeling very strong the in- :

:M::.:enrEmai:°h:::§y::~Ldc:y::£;¥n#£¥i::I;o#jjieinay:S:eid¥:t:f:rfi::#:-
Wirt's  ` letter    accepting   -the reme.dy'it,  So ;f~ar  as  deperids
6l.i.ginal  appointment of  PresJ ,0_i_¥_¥S€lf: an^d to keep a regu.

iaoac%-t=~e££is;:eTi-tit-S;-.Yt;;j6Lfi£-r-£:h~;]#CpREuucuiiit3Iibb  Eit:i"  lu:.¥±`gE;;.¥_i_¥=: :I-?+  w-bile I hold this offi`Ce, fort
of  cjongress.     J`                                                  .,.__    _.   _.__i   _..____`_i__„

i-LJEEE - - :;: .:. ='....-.. :diEse..



I,incoln.s  Last  I,etter  Found
letter  has

b,6.eh  found    ariong  the   De-

ledger f`rom March 9,1829,
September-  24.   1833,   and

oEiiiiii!E

L)I

fully    kept,    Mi.    Daugherdy
s,aid,  and   a]]   of   the   earlier
entries  are  in> his  owri -hand-
writing,  which is   a   beautifulJ
example  of  the  best  style  of
the  period.    Wirt's  successors
in   office,   JohnT   M.    Berrieh
and  Roger 8. `Taney,\ coritrib-
uted'a   nLumber   of   entries  to

by  Attorney
min   F.   Butler,   December  16t
and December 26, 1833.`   After
thalt  the  paggs  of  the  book,  ai)
hundred  or  more  in  number,I

:i.£}bp:£g:I::¥Ctehpete¥#e::es3::I
voted  to  an  "index."

This book\has recently been[\
restored and 6s today the only
bound   volume   of   records of \
the DepaL.tment 6f Justice.

Records  c o ncernirig  the
Aai.on    Burr  ``treason    cas.e
prc}ved   of \   great   iriterest  to
Mr.   I)arigherty,--especialTt`y  as
the    facts    discussed    in    the
documents \/\related    to    O|iio

of  Justice files,` butpa'rtment
€.gry.L¥`?q_or.qu,.+!raS.,no,a`ctRETse

aFhTri

eral  Wirt fin
ttorney  Gen`-

5

Was     tak`en against
Bum  or  Blumerhogat  {some-
times    spelled     "BIennerhas-
s6tt"}   after   th'ey    had   been
discharged  at  the  trials  held
at    Richmond    in    1806    and
1807. `

A    letter    from'  PJesident
Monroe  to  Attorney  General

¥:::sdat&deMparyes8ib:n8t?:',,&££=
thority-  under  a   new  Act  of
Congress  to   reduce   the   size
of   the   army,  and   concltides
with  these  words:

"If you  will  come  over this
evefiing   We.   will   confer   fur-

£t::,:¥££hfws:]bkj%rt'ri3]:tht%:
gether."

saai9d:gi:ttu±r%snth¥sr;
The  im

Daugherty
two    on    horseback    trotting

ifadtehsb¥rfi`Fi%gatt°hne8#:stbrtfhdea:
surrounding the  White House,
or  pe±haps  making  their,way

l\on   foot   thr-ough   the   strag-

&re°nceerea€`,Esn8ns;tfjeh§tat£:,t°]r;]£#,,,€j,i_nL€:_svt.r:e_:£,t::..:9¥`dy,_eu.i,5__¥.;_€F::ingt.on,   informally  discussing
affairs  of  state.

In  a  lengthy  opinion  dated

prTneo'ciockri'-iihi-a-officirfe

Ge`;{6r¥id#tdh8aj,a:teftts°tra?tee¥
(or  Assistant  Attpr`ney  Gen.\

C.  Wright,  District  Att.orney
for  Ohio,  wrote  the  Attorney

8ne£:g-a]dafter °]¥j  gtue]# e¥`:i-: 18:

i#egn£:sfaag¥£:a:toieartg:ea:]`jl:::lai;]t:-#:ne;:an¥03tiog,t±¥o8::a:I:I;#en#i
H e r in a n   Blumerhogat  fort:ing)  to this effect-
treason;   which  `have'` been   a
long ^ time   pending  in  court
*  * -* without-any reason being!
assigned."   He  adds:   "I have
applied  to  my  pred,ecessor  in

3ffitchee:t°:a¥uns°e¥atnhde#it#£%£

wishes  of   Government  were
unknown  on  t`he` stlb`ject  they
where   continued  for  want  of
such  knowledge.     I, can-see
but  one  use  in  keeping  these
causes  on  the  docket  of  the

£%¥;p%gfafgeatojg#s±£:¥:;i;

tect and  defend  the  Constitu-

eral  or  clerk  in  the  Attoxpey'Genera]'s  office)  ,do  solemnly

swear that I ivill su`pport, pro-

8:[evecfnf%Fuaendst`earntdhaht:Z:_trE:?jt:ova;ti±-:t]ii`bti:E-it::u%tfaatietsri:E8I,n

i3%a}tynit:dthstaGt°£:r:smee%!a%€
lished by the Constitution and
the law,a, So  help  ne  God."`

EDW. BATES.
The ipaper  is  folded  in  tke

m'arimer ``of   legal    documchts
and indorsed  as follows:

The  oath  herein  wig taken
and subscribed on the 20th

wish  your   'advice,  sir,  what
steps to<take i`n these cases-
If they  are  to  be  retained  on
the   docket  had  I  IIot, bette`r
take  measures  to  arrest  the
d-efendants`and bring them to

d 1-c t in e n t s`  and  -so   finish7

April,1861,'by Edward
Attorn.ey General.

T.  J.  Coffey,  Assistant
tbr:£::r`]f;n%t6]yp:rTo]sds±ttE:t±bn_:tor£:B.G£:;:g,I.clerk.

lfF_em?„
J.  M.  Cooper,  Clerk.
_J.._A..  Rovyland,., C~lerkL3

retary of the Tieasury,  being
rendered  b_y+®sickness 'unfit  to
sig`n   Qffic'ial  'docuiments
a  ben `in  the   usual   mann`e'r,
nday properly\use a stamp for
the,purpos'e,    He   recom-
m6nds',   .however,   `that    this
stathp  or  <.`copper'  prate"   be
kept  in  the  p-epsonal  custody
of  the  Secretary."H.     Clay,     Secretary     Qf
State,",May    16,1826,    re~
quests    "by  direction   of   the
President,  the  A.tt`orney  Gen-
eral?s  coioperation"  with  the
district  attorne.y  in  Baltimore
in the  prosecution  of  "certain
persons  for\  being  engaged  in
the  slave   `trade,  con!,rary  to
law,.„

John   Qu`iLcy  Adams,   See-

j8±:t::;B±:i;i;¥;tt:t;i:¥h:sit:i;:s;w;;8:
er  scrawl.y  hand  on  the  ruled
paper    of    the,`period    was-found  in  the-Department  of

Justice archives :
^  Atty`.  Gen'ls  Office,

April  19; 1861.
Ill the present crisis of pub-

Iic` affairs,  and  because  there

f±rgehi:S:%n?oe£'}ci:i}yua°fgii#i:
riess to the Government, it has

ernLment.
Therefore,   I   propose,   to-

momi al .half
D.  Dew.  Smith,  Clerk. -
H. A. Klopfer, `Messenger.
All  employed  in  the  office

of   the   Attorney   General   Of<
the united  states.            r

BATES.



Lino®-1nls  I,ast  Letter  Found

o  1.aise  a aina  pal.-1
An  indorsement by Lincoln

on  the  back  of  a  pension  pe- I
tition dated April 19, 1962, in* ,

i;cr:sto;gaa:|h;:T:afet;¥`:wiTi:iii::Gnats:,
torney  General  please  exam- i
ire this  case  and  give  me  his 1
opinion  whether  the' accountr ;
ing  officers  should   pay  thi!  I
claim,  the  resolution  of `Con: (
gress to the contrary notwith-  1
standing.   ``

A.  IjlNcoljrv."  '   :
Sev;ral    other    letters    ln~`

Lirlcoln's    hand    op    various
subjects  \were   found   in   the'
records, but the one of great-
est historical and sympathetic

written  April
±s  believed .to

e   last   official
nned   by   him.

i.n_te:e^s£.is~tha
13,  1865,  for
have   been   th
letter   ever   p

¥ne  Xg:iishi°4t  E¥d?Eie%SS::giS
the  follow.ing  morning:

Ex6¢utive  Ma`ngion,
Washington,  April  13,  1865.

Attorney  General,
Dear Sir:    Se'nd me a com-

mission  for  William  Kellogg,

place  of  W.   P.   Kellogg.  reJ
signed.

Yours trn]y,
A  LINCOLN.

The   indorsements   on~  the
back  of  the  letter  show  that
ttre  appointment  was  that  of
a  chief  justice  for the  terri-
tory   o£   Nebraska:    The fac#

¥a%:r:giegn;`dvy;~nB.^th¥e!<t#fl¥

signed    a5   chief     justice     in;
1865  and  vvas reappointed,  as`-

ticipate  `ixp  the   wai..     He   re-'

letter    indiHrthe    autograph
cates,  as  "William  Kellogg.",

Another  autog`i.aph  I±incoln

I:t€:Eerde#i%82,t38%2'.?d8eship
Hon.AttorneyGeneral.       ,   :'   My  dear  Sir:   '    `   ¢

Judge    Pettis    having
I.esigned,, , as  appears  t}y, hi:s
lett6i.     herewit,h     enclo.sed,  T\
please  send  me   a   pomiiia-   `
tion  for  Allen  \A.  Bradford
as  his 'successor.   ,

Yours truly,'A.  LINCOIdN.

Notations ch the back show
that  the,.position  referred  t
was that  of Federal Judge  o
Colorado  Territory.
a  rhe last w~ords ever writterfi

by     A_braham     Li'ncoln,     Mr.J
Daugherty   said,   were   scrib-L,
bled  on  the  back  of  a  qallind::
card   at   8`:30   o'clock   on   the
nightof A`Pril 14,1865.   George:
Ashmu!`.    i,i-at3   w\a..i.tills   ill_   the
t`'fyny!i.its    |iouse    lobby    fop    an\

dienGe  when the  E±`esi`dep`t i

i:{ib$1:u`:,£d?:geYY*i]`¥;::E?¥j;8_I:#\!Ljpoa£SnsedM:g.r°£]gnhco°iF]ftyjb¥a%atos
seated in the  carriage  to take
thegiv  to` Ford's.Theater.  Li'n-
co]n asked Mi.. Ashmun for his

:#r:l#hfsri:':nk:t?let?o?e?en-"Admit   Mr.   Ashmun   and
' friends  atno \`a.in..' tomorrow.

A. L|NCOIjN.    .
April  14,  1865.

:p        This card, togethar with  a
;statement  by   Mr.   Ashum,   is
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£`;o-ineta-d;~:ij:a;:   oriei.  aki-edt]j`gii
was   appointed   chief `  justice 1
of   Ne`braska    by   Lincolh' in_;1
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at the Libi.al.y of Congress.


