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ABRAHAM  LINCOLN

ABhROA:sA¥heL:eca°tL¥ep!:,e:ehneta!td{°v]e°:{thFereAe:oe:i.CanH?SCO:::rbe::::::

>¢:br,gLj~er.~w;~n_ e:::_ ;=:::i.n~;~;=;i,..  i;.¢  ;.a`s` _a_ I;eat__;~an_,.~:  g_e_nTu_a:`Yap  orator,  and  a  writer.

Genius   ls  ever  a   most   diiffioult   thing   for   whloh   to   account.
em8_  _al_H?![Ltg.  _b£__  £T`9`s_1_T®  _?_n`a ._lnde!l.mble.      There   are   Some

who  say  it  is  a  Special  igif t  Of  providence  wh]19  oth-era  &ssoE€'_*p|eJ
I.but  the  capacity  )to  "toll  terrflbly."                                            .

Nothing  has  so  .baffled  'ine  rtyiograp'her  o£   Aforaha,in  I,incoin  as
exiplanation  of  his  literary  powers.     Ho  was  iborn  and  grew  up

qtrdlstressing  poverty  on  the  frontiers  wher.e  men  knew  little  and
inred  less  a`bout  the  rules  of  gram-mar  and  fine  phrasing.     He  at-

'
tonded  pu.bllc  school  less   than  one  year  and  had  li.ttle   or  no  cqn-
tact  with  the  ee.nters  of  culture  and  education.    From  whence  tLen
4ld  this  humlblo  son  of  the  pralries,   this  awkwat`d  country  la,wyer
aoquiro  a  literary  Style  apat  made   l`t   possiibl.e  for   him  ot  produce

•t&te  papiers,   addresses,   letters   .and   I)rose   po.quls   wfrlich   in   literary
opt   ha`ve   not  been   surpassed  `1n   the   English   langualge?

It  has  remain,ed  for  Dr.  E.  H.  Robinsbn` of  Monmouth  College,

#nap

to  give  us  ln   his   book,   "I-lncoln,   t`he   Ma.n  of   Letters,"  the  tlrst
Comprehensive  and  Satisfactory   explamtinnL   Of   the   war   presldent'8
]ltorary,  develoDment  and  a,chlevement.

Prafessor  Rob}ncon  is  not  only  an  essayist  and  critic  of  note,
but  i  pr.Ofound  student  ot  Llncoln  anid  his  itimeg.    \He  a`lso  under-
ctonds   the   frontier   environment   in   whi.ch   Lincoln   grow   up   aind
lh®  polltlcal   and   social  problems  that  stirred  men's  souls   in   t.hat
day.     With   this  :background   he   traces  step   by   step   `the   literary
frowth  of  him  who  'has  been  €&1led  the  Great  Emancipator.
{E       Notwit.hstandlng  the  Scarcity  of  rbcokg`  in   those   pioneer  days,

:i::°e]snpea:I::p:]°gsr=m:s:ro:er?;-a-,FREo:-btinsbo:=¥o=::d¥h:ghi?n::?©n£
Bthle.    fie seem  to have  saiturated  his  mind  and spirit  with  rytbm,
¢adenee,  diction,  at}d  iid-ealism  of  those  great  classics.     Reading  the
gDgllsh   Bible  was  a  life  h.a;bit  gun.d   all   his.`WrLtinlgs  a.nd  adque883;
Ore   Shot   through   with   scrlptura+I   allusiong.      At   the   close   ot   BIB

notdele  Ccoper  Union  address,  James  Russ61`l  Ijowf211,  who  5resided,
cold,  "tills  Style  reminds  me  of  the  grand ,simplicity  of  the  Bible."

Lincoln   seems  to   have   inheri.ted,   1n   small   measure   at   least,.
the  glf.t of  Style,  but asid.e  ifrom  this  he  possessed  no  magic  literary
*ana-his so-called genius  can b.e accounted  for.    What  he  did otri
dr  men  can  do   in   varyin.g   degree   i.f   they   pay  th.e  price   in  4e]®S-
4£8ctollne,  lntf nse  stu.dy,   hard  wol`k  an.d  ¢1edr,   ,deep   think,ing.         .`;`       Llin.coln   grew   up   in   the   atmos.phere   o!   controversy.      Great

qucotions   wer.e  6tirripg  men  on  the   nlinois   frontiers.     As   a   tboy
]AIP'raham  listehed  often  to  heated  debates  around  the  open  firo,' {n
i.h®  country  :tore  and  on  the  blatf orm.    IIe  tell-a  us  that  ho  wac
often  angry-the\ only  th!ng  that  ever  made h,im  downright  mad+
when  men  ln  their  argiiments  an.d  discussions  use.a  words  and  8ch`-
t!nces  he  c.ould  not  understand.    He  of ten  went  a.ff  alon.e  to  try  to
3igqro  out  what  they  .me,ant.    H,e  vowed  then  t.hat  ]£  he  e'ver  rna,de

eeohes  or  wrote  anything  when  he  .grew  up  he  would  use  words
'i

geg_..tJLat_ a_ven+a  ap?l]  boy` could.understand.     Thi.s  notion

peems   never   to   have   .deserted   liim,   and~`  ;as  `alwaTys   a`gtJRE
nrlnciple   in   all   hls'   literary   ende`avors.      He   was   a   student    o£

#t:oe::e;r:rna:dem°ofrt;.n:hvtee:t:i::edr:ise{srt{ree::Sofbywarrepwe::::gfn]=
`rw`hlte   House,   ,he   would   slip   away   with   his   aides   or   one   ot   hlB.

decretaries  and  rea.d.aloud  from  this  instructive  bard.
It   ls  ,pointed   uot   by   Priofessor   Robinson   tliat,   contrary   to  a

prevailing  notion  a,mong  critics,   Lincoln` knew   mush  of  t.he  tech-
nique   of   writing.      He\wla,a   consta,ntly   critlolzing   'his   vocabul&fy
and   worlked   long   to   'find' the   best   word'.      I.ike   IIow.ells,   he   bo-
.Ileved  ln>the  .principle  of  the   "one  'best  word."     Ho  was  not  albov®
inprrlBlnig,   rewriting,    or   discarding   altogether.      But   I,incoln,    I.Ike

*, great   artists   ha.d   more   than   technique.     A   French   8clezitlBt'
dr.ado  himself `famous   aB  a  literary  crltlc  by  saying  that   "style   I.a
-the  man."     He  mean.t  t.hat  style  in  literature  was  tout  the  exprea-
•Y`,

%°nw:i.:::a::ersd°n£]:::n::st::erwr::.:.eaN°gree%dtenpcfmry::me'8s:;C.t!°£
have   deep   re&llty   and   lgrat_ concepttoti,   and   t`heoo \qua,lq§±g
ln€  to~Dr,  toblncon,  domino,te  ln  tl|that ,Lincoln  wrot


