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P-8 Upon Johnson becoming rFresideut even the more couser-
vative but not less loyal or less humaune feared tmat from
tne personal auntagonisms of nis (Johnsouns; stormy carser he
might be disposed to deal too harshly witi the leaders of
the conquered rebellion.

P=4 While jir, Johnson had been during his entire political
life a member of the Democratic party, aund had attaiued
complete coutrol in his State, the Southern leaders aiways
distrusted him, In the early part of nis carser as a
representative in Congress, he warmly espoused, ii 1ndeed
he did not originate, the nhomestead policy. In support of
tnat policy ne followed a i1ine of argument and iilustration
apsoiutely and irpecounciiably ad agonistvic to the interests
of the slave system as those interests were uuaders tocod

by tue mass of Southern Democratic leaders.

P=5 [r Johnson‘s mede of wrging and deiending the nomestead
poiicy was at ail times oiieusive to the mass of his Democratic
associates oif tne South, many of whom against tueir wisines were
compeiied to support the measure ou its final passage, ior iear
oi giving offense to tieir landiess waite coustituents, and

in tie stilil more pressiug isar, that if Johnson snould be
allowed to stand aione in uphoidiung tne measure, ne would
acquire a dangerous ascendency over tunat large eiement in tie
Southerun popuiation. Johnson spoke will illi-disguised natred of
Wan inflated and heartiess landed aristocracy," not applying
the phrase especially to the South, but making an argument
which tended to sow dissemsion in that section. He deciared
tnat "the witnhoiding of tine use oi the soil from the actual
cultivator 1s violative of the principles essential to humsn
oxistence," and that wien "the violation reacnes tunat point
wihere it can no lLonger be vorme, revoiution vegins.™ His
argumnent startiingly outiined a condition such as has iong
existed in Ireland, and appiied it with suggestivwe force to

tine possibie fate oi the South.

P=6 Such appeals for popuiar support subjected Johmson to
the imputation of dewagogism, and earned for him the growing
natred of tuat dangerous ciass of men in tne South wio piaced
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the safety of the iustitution of siavery above tie interest
and tihe weliiare oi tus wnite laborer.

P=7 Of the twenty-two senators from tie elieveun States that
afterwards composed the Confederacy, Johnson was tue oniy 0One wiao
honoravly maintained nis oath to support the vonstitution; the
ocniy one wio did not liend aid and comiori to tne enemies of

the union. He remained in his seat iu tie Senate, loyal to the
wovernument, and resigned a year aiter tie outoreak of tne war

{in jaren, luo2) upon fir Lincoin's urgeut request tuat ne sinould
accept the important post of wilitary Goverunor of ‘Tennesses.

His administration of tnat ofrice and his firm discuarge of

evsry duty under circumstances of great exigency and oitentimes
or great peril, gave to him an exceptional popularity in alli

the Loyali States, and ied to his setection for the vice-rresidency
in 1804, The national calamitiy had now suddeunly orougnt him to

a larger fieid of duty, and devolved upon zuim tie weigintiest
respounsibility.
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