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Myth of Assassin's Escape to the est `Persists After

¥ ,Sixty Years of Authefltic Tesfimony to Contrary. .
`<- '  By a. S. KIRREY
Pastor ®£ €he  Firs€- Baptist Church, Philadelphia

RE  rat;her  resent  death  Of Rev..Dro  Richard
Bo   Ganrctt  removed   the  last.  eyewitness   to

the!  tmg].a  death  of  tfi6  stayer  o£  ABraham
Lincoln.     Dr.   Garrett  was  a   son   of   the,

man  who  unGongiotlsly  played_host  to  the  assassin
Of  the  Presidens.    Though  he  was  a  lad   Of  eleven,
he  chgried  throtigh  life  a  vivid   recollectioEi  of   the
event and  before his  death  furnished  me  the data  o€
this- Story.

Th..e   reoent   revival   Of   t.he  old   story   that  Booth
did`not  die   as  tha€  time   and   phaee,  but   that   he
escaped  and< Ever in  Mexico  for  30  years makes  the
story ®£ the e.vewithess all the more timct.v and inter-
@stingo

Hhpr®  seem  to  be,fro3i`t  two  i]pr.p]i`  now  liviag  iFTiif

-`q-

iiHiH ernest, I §-uppoae you hardly remember me,"
said  one of  thin.   ^-

`Sffo, gip,  I  helieie not,"  was  the  reply.
66Wen."  Said ,the  yotEng  man  who  was  dressed  as

a Gofl€ederate  officer,  "my  name is Jets apd  I,'m  the
son of your old friend Jett. o£ Westmoreland county."
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saw  Lincoln  die.  One  is  Robeit  ffod& LincoflnO  the
Prddentpg  only  Hving  con,   and  "inmas  Prectopp
the  gave  iip  his  hod  in  a  lodging-  h6use  near  the
Ford   Theatre   tha€   the  dying   President   mighe  be
phopd  on  it.  Mr,  Proctor  is  now  83  years  ord,-and
has   been,   fop  several   years,   in   _th®   St.   Aidieir°®
Brotherhood  home, in Gibsoriia,  P8.

Mr.  GarE'e€e  and  his  son  Richard  ,i§.ere  Sitting-®m
their  £FQn6  porch  abou6  three  o'clo'ck  on  the  aftep-
poon o£ Aprfl 24 when €hree men on  horseback hode
up  to  the  frozLt  gate  and  halted.  Thy  father  and
con  went  Out  and  8Eeequ__t!ee
pe_epylg_3n±n_pert_

Tmen` fro- he  had  entertained

-a-

companons -a-rid-inti-OdirfeidT

ere  as  nfie.iitenant  Rtiggles,  also  a  C®n±federate  offi-
cer,  and  needing  towards  the  other,  he said,  "this  is
in.v  friend.   J&mes  Boyd,   a   Confederate  officer  wtio
was  wo-ended  at  the  hat€le  o£ Petersbnng  and  is  try-
ing  to  geb  te  bis  kozzie  in  Maryland.    Can  you  taE®
a.are of kin fl few days ti]l his wound win permit hin
to  travel?"

Mr.   Ga-Ifet6   wats   known   fop   his  hespi8ality  fez
and -iFide azid he &iways welcomed wnyfarers€ whcthep
Union or Confedemte. Many were the u68or stFangeng

i his  hogm

____ __ __.          \
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Reward Seemed Small
`;One  bundEed   thousazi¢`  doHar8 i   W.hy,_  thd{.

as mush as I expected then  te offer.   I gues-ed
would  give  &f=5cO,OcO  fop  t.ie mtnderer."

Anctkeg   Of   ¢he   Ganeee   hoyg.   8pcke   up:   S`
he9dbeteeffn®gcpesmy=toath;Pdtoehcadhimjng=
€®  gut a chaneo"

"W®uld  Fou?"  as'£ed  Bayd.                                           =
".Y.o,"  said  this  poung  nann,  3,aughing,  "it  would  beF3`

a  bis  tempt&Sien  to  a  Ftcor   Southern   so]di€r  horn
£F®m  €he war  \ITithout  a  c.€flt,  but  I  wouldn't -hair
hair  o€  kis  head,  for  I'mJ tired  of  fighting  and  have¥
sHouldered  my  gun for  the last  time."

B0y{l  replied  with  a  faint  smile :                                      €L
"Well,  I  hadn'6  taken  ¥'ou  for  a  bloodthirsty  sortg

I  of  man .,..

As  t'aey  left  the  table  Mrs.  Garrett  asked
if  she  might.  not  dress  hi.i  wound.

-::;-i,:

EREroN cORBIri '
Ee  iflwited  a"  €®  eene  in,  but  Jctt

main,"  he  replied.  ``There' are  other  things  I
Of  more  than  mgr  wounds.'`

"N®p`mada,in,  ff  thank F¢u..  thotlgh  it  does gip

Abe_u_€_5_ ®'€ieeEE  ffiat  a£!ermoon
aust`\\ai.isingdow-ziTh-e
`i:apidl.T.  tB9¥`d  said :

and  Ruggles -
they  were  c.n  their  way  to  Bowling  Green and
t  have  time  to  €toit,.  -They  helped  the  wounded

:£`mafl down.9  gave him  a  a.r-etch- and  rode  away, ]eadiz}g

iithg   laorse  _tfaSt_ Bogd   faad
ftyd- - ri-awen€   im   and   iras   gnvca   a dip  t'n -ike

:<porcri    ffhe  had  brought  bin  8  drink  Of  water  &rd
hshi him if his wound I,ained bin much
-I    "Ees,"   replied   Beyd,   '€it  wasn't  properly   cared
:±or  and  the  riding  hog  3.aned  it  ee  that  it  givea

ire  a  great .deal Of  pain."
i  . froyd was le£€ alone and he sat on the porch several

g:ufgz`=gemdi°:6pe¥,tE:EE=coT:eah€a*sO:edfa£:
lock of black hair crowning his ch8pefy head tedched
e  kexpie  sentimeng  of  the  be}.    Art  there  wad
very interesting bel€ worm dy the gtrang-er `in whid
ne  a  pair  off  Opera   glasses  exposed   to  the  lnd's
iriotis  gaze..
A€  supper   the  £&milF  discussed  the  news  of  the
ir  fled; -iFhile Boyd tock  only a lini`ted  part in the
invei-sati®nS` he Charmed them all trith his grace and

A£€er  supper  h®  was  assigned  to  the  rcom  ocou-
rd dy Jack, an older son Of lfr.  G8nett,  who had

lately  returned  from  gewiee  in  the  Confederate

.IIiii=

QJ`

Early  the  next  momiE€j  Aprn  25,  Jack  wen€  to
rrt  Oonw-ay  t®  fish,  but  returned  about  one  in  the
beriieon  quite  excited  by  tan  he  hid  heard  abou€
e   as3assination   Of   Ppesiden€   Lincoln.   MT.   Gar-
E€ ex€inithed :
"Well, i€ was a reckleri- man who did it."
"You think  s®?"  f`8ked -Boyd  with some energy.
'`Yes ;  ne  gcod  will  cone of iL"  he  replied.
When  E5ayd  asEed  what  made  him  think  so,  Gfr.
Lrre€€  saith   Mr®   hincoha   wa.  a   better   Presideut
ELn   they   imagined   and   riould   be   more   lenien8
nrard  the  Sointh  than  his  sGcee5sor  would be.  Boyd

kul:¥ththeeaag5m#:£nd¥-%ahre:L°yffoeu¥a°a?rptehtet?oH
-thin,  exclaimed:  -:_i
i__ _   ___   __._  I  _.  ___     ._`_____±`

road and
"Wdy,  there's

now.„

k=

I,car.v  `
rode_ PE,

6iia-o£ Joui.  meE¥

``What  do  you  mean_by  on

of your  men?"  asked  Jack
r6tt.

`Oh, just one who crossed  t.he¥.:
river  with  us,"  was_-      , reply.

He  grew  excited  and  asked  Jack  to
and  get his  pistol  whieh  he had lef t  at
his bed.

``What'8  the'  ma{tez`  with  you?  What
co  nerous?'9

"Oh, nothing. I always feel safer when
He  put  the  pistol  in   a  holster  and

the  front  gate  where  he  met  a   rian

his  qrickF=

EfeubDca##

had  not  seen  before,  but  wlio  8demed  to
qunintance Of his.

It was ot this poin€  that  yoing  Ganett
his  fa-then  Of   the  suspicions  he  llad   begun
about Boyd. In fact all the family had begun
a haunting wonder as to who¢the remarkable
Was,   _

The  two  o€hep  men  who  an8d  ridden  up  w
and   Rpgglca     TheF   went   on   north   towa
Royal  hat Shorty.v  caine  ganoping  hack  and
to Bo7d :  "Hake your escape ;  the Feddrais a
ing  the` river  &t  Port  Royal."
_  They -rode on into  a  thicket  nearby  and  h

Boyd  apd  his  companion  ran  for  some  und

Wanted to Bay a Hdse
It was  roe  long before  50  U.  S.  cavalrym-frbm  the  direction  o£  Port  Reyal  and  stoppedfro¥

water  ±hei5  horses  at  a  place  ainost  oppo.Site  the
GarretS  farm,  owned  dy  a  colored  rian,  Ned  Free-
man ;  then they rode ¢n  two  miles  to a  tavezza called
the  `ThpL"  where  they  took-Supper  and  rested  a
while before  going  on  to  Bowling  Green.

Aftep they hod passed and were out of sight Bard,
with  his  friend,  cane  back  to  the  house  and  offered
Jack  $10  to  take  them  oves`  to  Gulnca.    Jack  de-
clined  because  his  horse  had  been  working  all  day
and  was  too  tired.    Then  Boyd  offered  to  buy  the
horse  for  $1§0,  but  the  Offer  was  refused.

By  this  tine  Jack  was  convinced  something
wrong  and  expressed   his  fears   to  his  father.
Garpett  tried`to  dicahuse  his  mind  o£  Suspicion,
Jack-  insisted  that,  as  the  war  was  oirer,  the  p
|n_ce.`9£_..!bes_&g9idL.iers. meant something serious_.
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then   walked orfer  to  ENed``FfREffs
to  get  light ®8  the  mystery.  Ned  told  him  the  sol-
diers   were   hun€ing   two   men,   on`e   of   whom   was
home,

He  returned  to  the  house  and  aedced  Boyd  `if  he
had  got  into Gay  trouble in  Maryland  and  requested
him,  if  h¢  had,  to  go  away,  ag  his  father  was  get-
ting  old  and  they  didn't.  want  anything  to  disturb
him.  Boyd  carctessly  replied  there  had  been  a  little
t-rouble _but  i€  hfid  blown  over.

That   evening,   af tor  supper,   as  they  sat  on   the
porch  and  smoked,   BOFd  asked  if  he  aDd   his  coln-
panion  might  Bat  sleep  oa  the  porch,  to  which  Mr.
Gafrett repned  that the dogs were too savage.    Then
he asked if they  might  sleep  in  a large  tobacco barB
not  far  off.  The.v  -told  him  it  had  been  used  as   a
storeroom   and  contained  a  lot  of  rubbish,   but   he
insisted  h6  wouldn't  mind  that.

For  a  while  Boyd  sat  on  the  porch,   t_lie  picture
of  dejection.    About  9  o'clock,  at  bin  request,  }.ouzig
Garrett  got  the  Eey  €®  the  b8m  and took  them  out
to  lot   them   spend  the  nigh8  there.     Double  doors
were   on   all   95aEr   6ides-   Of   the   harm   and,   in   the

:  upper story, tLrge windows. -   Sticks  of`

I,  :Dig.:dro?u.t:ietur.ftwer= ¥Fe=asalp|pi|a¥.:tp ,ige pi:=r:i
They  moved  the -furniture,  piled  up  solne  hay  fo
bed  and  requested young Garrett to  lock  them  in
the light.  Garrett's  suspicious were  so  persistent
and  his  brother  slept  under  a  nearby  shed  for
Bo¥d and his friend nigfit steal their horses and flee.

Bnt  to'retum  to  Jett  and-the  goldiersuwho  had
followed  on.    While  the  soldiers  were  resting  at  the
"Trap"  Jett was  on  his  way  to  Bowliflg  Green.  The
soldiers   soon   followed   and   found   him   in   Bowhirig
Green fast asleep.   They  awakened  him  and demand-
ed that he take them to  the place where John Wifeco
Booth,    the   murderer   o£   PFe,sident    Lincoln,    was
pchcealed.

At  2  o'cloek\ in  the  moralng  they  were  hack  at
the.Garrett  home,  led  by  Captairi  Jett,  for  the  nab
hiding ,in  the  harm  was none other  than  the assassin
Of  the  Prerideat.    His  companion  was  his.body 6erv-
apt,  David  E`  Herofty  afterwards  hnngQd  as  co-con.
apirator.

z==±=±fi¥_iii£=L___`_`_.__.==__±j.T,^`_¥ing_s.`_p9¥.`
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I -crossed   the   river   Monday.     He   heard   Booth   ask
r:the ferrymfln  if  th;re vias a  Confedei.ate officer _near.-
t! ,J>y  and ihad  intreduequ-hi`mself  to  Booth  as  such  an
)  officer.
'L'  As'he  walked   rip  the  Q€`ach   with  Bootli,  Herql.a,

who  was  a  for  fcet  in  edy?nco,  tuined`  ?bout  and

#t'hde:p:ga±hfyriw=Pefo:n£`o::a;,thbeuyt:£gy:b°opt:
ch6dght  they  viohld  be. seeur6- viith  any  Con`feder-at`e\ofieer. -th  being  ached ,'to  6dke  them  to  a  place  `6f
`utety,_  `Jett   procured   hor8rds,`  Jis   joined   bj   his

Z'riind.  Liehtenant  Rustles  arid `sinrted  fop Mi.  Gap-
rett.s   home,   w_hjch  he  had  sele-cted  be,cause   of   the
]atter's  won-known  hospitality.  Before  they  reached
the  rdace   they   evidently   made  s6m&   temporfll'y   ai.-
rangenent  for  Eerold  stayed  behind  a  while.  a's  we
inve  already  seen.
-Slept in a Barn

Now  at  that  carly  hour  Jett  bi`oug`ht  the  soldiers`fhe]tfh£.P]afieywh;reere8°a:thex¥£€edfraaunddulen¥Qtigyseccr:r"?g

€chd the colnmoti{rn ronsed Mr. Gari.ett oHt of a sound
f` %ii.v,H:ce¥neg °:£tmano€  tkha%o::::te:heh:£ayper;et:=
'`Lincoln.  -  He  repHed  that  he  knew  nothing  of  any

Lsmfdrferft¥6tn:::,ti:dm£:nheaTdepa:¥]rnedh}:wta°y]eatn.::::.
A  detective  named   BaEer   p`it  his   pistol -to   Mr.

Ga`rrett's  breast  and  threatened  to   choot  him  dead
if  ke` didfl+t   chow   where-theo ass&s,sin'  was ;   others

\  threatened  to   hang   bin.     Even   af ten   lie   had   dig-
chined  any  knowledge  of  tfie  man  tbey  put  him  in'
a  8eoure  place  under  the gnard_of  four  men.

At this poiflt Jack Garrett came ub  ai]d  told  them
where  the+  two   men   were  and-:  the.v   rtlshed   to  tbe
harm.   The3v ordered Bootb to come out or they would
burn the barn.    He-propesed that if they  would  give

I him  50  steps  he   would  make  good  his  escape,   but
they  returned  a  thunderous  ``No I"

In  a  firm  v6iee,  Bootb  spoke  to  them:  "There  is
`one man  here who  will surrender, but I ziev®r will.   -I

want you to rlnow,  however,  that tke gentlem.qn with
whom  I  am  stopping  doerm't  kBow  who  I  am  nor
'grhat  I  have done."

The man Herald,-Booth's bod7giiard, was  .i  coarse,' cowardly   fenow.     He   came   out,   seared   zicarly   to

death.  "ey  bouzid  him  to  a  tree  acarby,  where  he
apt!ld see all that iFent o_a at tbj!-ham.    The sordiep6
combelled young Garre€t to hayandfroTri=9-hT;drra
the  1)uilding. I Booth  could  see  them  fz.ore---fyithin  by
the'light  of` the  fire,  and  he  called  out:  £'GentlemeD,
I could pink off all of  you with my pistol `~3ut I dom't
wish  to  do  it.  I  have  accomplished  all  I  want,  and
I  wouldn't  huct a  hair  Of your  hods."

Then` C®lonel  Conger  set  fire  to  the hay  ind  sock
the Twhole  building  was  in flames.    Booth  stood  lead-
ing  on  his  crutch,  his  face  white  and  `set.    When
the light fell clearly on him,  Sergeant Boston Corbitt
took  aiin  wi.th  his  pistol  and  ghat  him  througiv  th€
throat.     He   fell   instandy  and  Jack  Garett  wal
ordered  to  drag  him  fiori  the  burnizig  ham,  whid
he had inri€h diffi€ult'y  in  doing.

He  was  taken  by  the  soldiem  to  the  house  and
laid on  the  porch, while a  messenger was dispatched  I  '
for  Dr.  Urquhart.    Booth  seemed  to  b€  dead,  bet,
when   siuneone  `tried   to   place   a   pillgw   under   his
head,  he  opened  his \eye8  and  said :  "N¢,  z}o,  lot  m®
die  here,  let  m¢  die  here."  Iiater,  as  they  .tried  to  I
make  him more comfortable, he repcated`: the pequer

_kycf#d::I:,m&e¥¥=::f:hheoG:::et#t¥£erteh:.E!

Rooord
water  and  plo

i-tiol-`;.g- drj' libs:  . Fnder her gantl`e toneS  h.e.-opend^`

9.:A:::e:a;:I;::{\=a±]±jg:u]:0]:¥;i:fce±keg,:=O:m=:=

£f:i:1I{:a.:i.::::?bis`megsagetohlsmot¥e.Taadc]coed

;uTlti}:.¢¥°ataie.-¥~p:,:¥gei\r£!%nb-°aqE'Sapa.r~:,:eat:£r?nyb{t:nn¥tg§
Washington  City,wagon,  to taking Herold  also.

tE`ho  body  was  turned  over  to  Dr.  George  Iioring
Porter,  who  was`  in  medical  charge  of  the  areeml
in   Washington.     I   an   indebted  for  sore  Of   the
following  facts  to  an  arti{ie  by  Dr.  Porter +mT`tho.
Colunbin  magazine o£  April,  1911,  and  also 'to  drfa
furnished   me   by   his   only   living  son,   J.   BentoB
Porter, Of N®.  1527  Spmce street, Philadelphia, art
by hi denghter-in-law, Mrs.  George Porter,  of lj&ng-
don,  N.  H.

The -REy Was Hid
Dr.  Porter  and  his  wife  were  out  i'owing  on  the

Potomac  th;t  afternoon,  and  in  their  absence  nd-
diers rowed up to the 8omnep house on the ban± Of
the  river,  ordered  the, Negro  nqm8  and  the  ]rfu
daughter  irf  Dr.  Perter  away,   ,€brev    the   .Erty
wrapped  in'' a gtrmy  Back  and bhackct ch  the  fu
and depirtedr .I:aviqg a qutind on .gond+

ch. in r~otara, nE. Poreep,1fu. Stebban the riiEi
tar7 stopg3[eeper. in4 -fop edicted men tech .dype
Of  the body. Dr.  P®iter.and in.  Sthbi"i  the in

=¥E:LtJquftyT#iE:a¥.oa.¥=
le.ding  the  fo8fa  6rfe  ledowlng  ana  orie  oD 'eithq
Side.
`   On rea¢hjaf th: ed peB!tentiq* buns:Bg de zen
were tilinQfrHd agiv led about thrortp thQ``.butldizLg.

¥a`:+,-tsitee#!.i#eife¥edinunie¥ad::e¥:¥`-=
was locked  and  the key;retritned to  the War
-mell£ .-,- '   `f    i`   Dz'.   Porter   says   ds.identification  -of   the   body

ag  that  Of  John  wilkes:-Booth,  the  inn  who  asses-
sinated  Preside,nt  Iiinco|n,   in  `Ford's  Theatre,  was
complete.  `  rih6','mustaphe  and  the  lock  which `-hung
over  his  forche'ad  Wexp+ Cut  Of  at  Dr..Mudd's,  wha
treated ng -ivo¢nd 6n`-his`, fl-ight from Washington and
his face ch6vied identity w-ith the one which that mug-
tache afl.d``the_lock of hair` had ademed;    Several men   I
identified dim, by'.vari.our  signs.    Among  them  was
Charles  Dawson,  ehief  clerk  of  the  Nation`al. Hatel,
Fho` positiwly  identified '.the  b@dy  dy  the initids  .`J.
W.  8.,','„ which  her  been  tattooed  in  India  ink  on  `

fro.£::tsoia#o`PeertwL:Th:hheadtho¥:sa:i:ere)¥tt8:
on  his  right  hand w.hen  ke  Signed  the  register +and
tnt. he  once  caid:   "BQoth,  5what  a  fco}.ryou .:were  ,
to  disfigure. that jp[etty :white  hand in each  a  way."  \

Dr.  J.  ,mederi*  Hfty. aha  ,identified ..hizn  dy  &  i
ecar! on  his .neck  :wkero .hg ,hrh .reDaped_ ,a  small
tBznor from  the  lds€  ri_do  Of  his  z}edb  tbxpe :inches
bdgiv  tier. ear.    Feoth  was  anrious  ¢ha:t=it  ehodd  t
healc"ty figiv lntchtinn,"  but while he Far in  a re-
hearsdr  with  Chabtte  Cinchman,  when ch®  was  to  I

` *griaxp hidi dy  tiro-!horfer, she sdaed hsg neck`,  tear-i'¥fro£E£¥#Tdi¥fuI¥i;.+#iefhtD¥mFtryH££-t

i;fafr¥in##eeEL&t8#yi#fo§ri-¥'
`.`jFllgivor¢, his frothe., the famong "wh Booth, b.a
• &|in§7r- p¥a_in_inn_tick  B!ade and  dechred  EnedLa_ti?_ _
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.rmove  the  body  to  Baltimore  was 'given  on  the
ne €on¢ition that there should be no stone ,or marker

es  amp  kind to  identify  the   grave.    .Tben`e   ir  rests  i

rtry`-Corbett  shot  Him                    ,;            `.1

Dr.   Porter   had  medical   charge  of   the   `consi]ira-'
rB   during   their   imprisonment.     He   was   at   the
eention  o£  Eel.old,  Levi  Payne,  Mrs.  Surratt  and

George  A.  Atzerodt,  on  July  7,  1865,  and  officially
nronounced them dead.  He salted with Captain Budd

sealed  orders   to   place   tbe  other   four   con-
rs  at  Fort  Jefferson,  Dry  Tortughs.  O'Laugh-

•givi  died  there  of  yeHow  fever.  Dr.  Mudd  did .good
`ngervi®e  in  lreaking  the  epidemic  and' was  pdrdoned.

Ai.nedd   and   Sp-angler  were  pardched   add  rdensed
in about three years. John H.  Surratt Was  a¢quttted
Of  complidty in  the Crime.  Spangler died in 1875  at
Dr. .M.ndd's  home.  Dr.  Mndd  died  in  1883:  Arnold
pry years later.

Copt?in Otristinn Bath,. who Supervised the.exeou-
tiap  o£ .the  foQrt  became  a  rattw&y.  nail  clerk  a-a
the  .ror¢, between  Pefro6t  and  Gi'and  ,Rapids  and.\
drfu,¥egr8..ego  at  bj8 home`in JadrozL .,.. `    -   .

m¥asi:,:"#givwponv8factinBO&%`¥:r¥.:8£::i
yfroramiE%%#i#hganpe::¢[o¥g:.:#totos¥:.`
the{:fipde  o]ap  who  c8mo  iptg  the  Poor-p£ .the  barn
•nd  `q}edde8,'; .he `givid,`..`the .deserved  to,  diet."  CorbRS
mud  to .KBDsasL- lost  ti. unind  and  died  there. ``
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