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Tragedy
to the Heart of the Nation with

the Surrender of Lee and the End of a Bitter War Hadi
Its Epilogue of Gloom In the Assassination of Presidenti

hinc oln                           <

By JOHN I. DAVENPORT

"The  Capitol  Itself  Was  Unfinished,  AlthoughL Work` Was  ContiDqod Upon It Duing
I                                                              the  Entire  war"

The-  following   graphic   aLccount   ot   the
reception`  in   the   national   capital   of   the

{    news of the surrender of Lee and the mur-
§   d#mu°:,  ±£rnac},:]¥epc#e°i !onft°detbhaetesh¥Ed8o£:
i:   gress, through a, friend in western  Pennsyl-

}  :{§E:,%*::toTt: [¥yfes::#to¥nEL¥:th*o±hn:hl:ni:a:¥¥ai:
.++    secretary   of   General   Benjamin   F.   Butler

;   igc¥{epdt[ate:g a]£t[%r tans:d€£V£LFatrie u:haem:a%ithe   author   was   forgotten   until   recently
when   a  search  by  H.   0.  Bishop,   o£  The
+`'ational   Republican.   in   the   Library   of
Congress,   revea,led   the   name   of   General
Butler's  secretary during the  period  imme-

=`  diately   following   the   Civil   war.     In   this

i;iis`i`':;:::s!ih:ji::eisiI;:i¥:i;::;net:;h3i::stu;r€::eieia:::;:g:3:t:

_ai;-]€'.
During  the  four ong  anxious  yearS

(fi.om  1861  to  1865)   the  one  gI.eat  object  o
the  army  of  the  Nortli  was  to  capture  th
rebel  capital  at  Richmond,  Va.

For the protection of our own eapit;al, there
Including   the   District   o£  Columbia,   the

Fi;:;e f3±:yinfd°rtsriewch±jtcy?  Thaedi:  guf8mbpe]Pn
ti.aimed   to   sweep   every   road  or   traveue

£%Li[:£ste:h3#.toRri£&ep;!t8onwt:E3ofgt]inf:°o¥"

aEFferceii€aosfpeYtasfrh;Eigt,ohna,t3:n,.a:;:en#g
:I:E!t%]oi:S%]ufe¥'alp¥nfin£!tsh££££:I:h:#ghe¥t®£¥

graorritnMa%n¥h%£±%:tst#SalwN?:%~afingErfe
town.   The few streets that were paved

Ee=8fi°``,'.?f]:dt'a':tnd:8:mfdnc3Eg]easnt3E;8aagtdreteh&€j
HE  mont,h  o£  April,  during  the|made  driving  not  the  most  desirable  p

ul.e.    Squalid  negro  quartel.s  were  in  clos
proximity to fine old mansions.   There wer

entire   period   of   the.rebellion,

iiiF#ttf:ei,Ears:g£1:!ola#,a?;¥::?ion5j
events.  -It was dui'ing this month
that  the  forward  movements  of
the  armie.a  `vere  begun,  for  the
roads__t~n.erL.bQfam_e_a_|¥anq_p`a_ss-

a   few   public   buildings   which   were

:E%uf+I;trf8gfeahr¥d€:F€i`eanTsh%i:e¥sft:
the  city  was  rul.al  in  the  extreme.

I
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GENERAL  BUThER'S  SECRETARY

i    My   army   experience  began  with   an  ap-
{|)ointment   as   a   confidential`_ clerk,   or  pri`
vate   secretal.y,   to   General  Butler   in   De--<.cember,   1863,   and   I   continued   in   his.  per-

i£°3§i:::I§iiecteh:ed°£¥lgo%a°tafi£}:i:awt¥=::£±ofn::=:i
of  the  scenes  in  Wa,shington\ immediately
following   the   collapse   of  the  rebellion,   a
few  facts  concerning  our^ enemies  at  that
time may be of interest.   From first-to lastr
there  were  in  the  Confederate  service  alto-

98EEeronabt°huet!:#&°°f6Hine:.'hTce#r]tyh£]t°ofotkheuE
arms. Their entire loss in dead, wo`unded,e`tc.,
was  nearly 200,000, while their  losses by  disa-
bility and constant desertions during the last

E&:Iieoi,,etrheec:'f?cr:Egsr?EitEtseodutl#¥OweT|ean;
in  the  North,during  the  last  years  of  the
war;   but  in  the  first  year  there  were  350,-
000  Confederate  volunteers-mol.e  than  half

iE::figr:%atfleic¥!E&mm:rs¥yojntfee::ic&oqouoro-
troops  were  fitted  out  by  pl.ivate  individ-

irfuals.

:::tw,5f.stw:E6tT|oe¥e|#tti`eewvy.orTsstteoqrugi:npigadirtE3
==in  the  world.    It   is   probable   that   in  the

flr&teyneeafr|Oyfet|]£a|yfnr£`aem€¥r%%i;#iegtw;e:;
time  afterwa.rds.    But  in  April,  1865,  about•_I:the  end  of  the  war,  the  Confe.derates  were

5=so`-i`educed   by   death,  'disability   and   deser-'tion,_tliat  there  remained  only  about  i75,000
roliH:e Unioir-forces.

Fh-a-b.riiari' ~inid-ia-rs enrolled between the be-

fn{minngabaoEit*eoeanndd°afiE%rFe¥rEEEobnerfad.
dividuals; more than one-half of them updert

years of age.

men who

try±utydr

IJess•fed6£at6  £o-r-c6s -tri-a-n -£bitroops  were  necessary
the  Uflion side, be-\

cause  the`former  wel.e  hemme.d  `in  ®n  all,

§i§:a:a:t:BaEnddt}bEy6bt#e:#nS8:log:iS:ha¥ofnf8t!#P:B£
#8::FeaFtuba9irydefr3r£°edthfantfh&o%nwfe8guafg:
as  it  were,  against  the  whole  North.

PAY-I)AY  BUT  A  JEST

§o::t:;efaL::r::et;¥::rag:§h§¥t§n:t]§]:::Ee:e£§;§#]§±o;:rgs::r§.
soldiei-s  to  send  fiome  to  wife  and  children_
as  our  troops  hard,  and  none -to  keep  then¥
selves, for,  a`±though it was beautiful to loong

ti¥e°-%'afB:yonknw9h¥ciitftt:pfsep¥!n%°drthless.a¥
In the spring o£ 1865 th`e `Confederate a`rmS:

fafort;i:Z€E.£aTahpepreearweadsts:ifetot]£%r°muogrgytrfugE'
3,000   deserters   from   their   I.anks   in   alid

far8gnfrdo¥aAsiha±Fagi°a?8eho°rgr[9a?°F]toerdfdtahgtn!ht%!€
Carolinas could not be expected to have amp

F|:8rie££nenasefi%¥tvTTrhg££|]iaTOwA£3e#}:S#¥t££:

i#]t#£:9a:#e[§6§ii#:§i:]§e±o:rst!:gr¥{:n¥£¥e%i
Petersburg,   and   the   following   day,  April
3ida:FetbrffEisngatc|t¥to?ntRerce#m:£t:rsB:Fvg

8iaES3;fetreerikco¥nadcrfoe3:'iE`%¥Tflreth&mLecaeys-,
rAefsfe}as'th:njietE%mfo°r¥3%!nfrr€ayd'ers8Fdtahyd
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=deiadtet£FEr:€na%¥noefmG¥#E]£!aGtr°#i
W`a8 to funish that starving army with food.

The  latter  part  o£  March,  1865,  I  accom-
panied  General  Butler  to  Wasriington  on
one  of  his  frequent  visits  there.    On  Mom-

;Ea:6;v:epd:i!irtdkei:E!;n3gft¥:£fie:fsitp|:#m:a:h:-
than four years)  announcing the fall of that

g;tey6di,Stc#ritedwabsyd8EEteetThsbufo#¥Laese
War d.epartment  and the newspaper extras.

A  MASS  OF  Cot.ORS
In a rioment the city was ablaze with ex;

citement, the like  of which was  never  seel]

|F£5°;er.cErtehryobf°q8dT]*°h]£]ta:daanEfebc]eu8fc#on*
1 spread  it  to  the  brreeze.   Pennsylvaniai Awe
nile  from one  end to  the other was a mass
of  colors.    The  Secretary  o£  War  orderet
that  a  salute  of  five  hundred  guns  shoul{
be  fired  in honor  ol  the  surrender o£  Ricl]
mond  and  three  hundred  more  for  Peters
burg.    All  the  departments  of  the  govern

ment  where  Secretary  Stanton  was-called I

i;I.:::tb:.¥:.;Vb:u!,:se:jr##oi!:h:?nf,o;I;,i,:ciaE:gg;fii

in  deD&rb

i and  every  line  of  his  sliort .address  was  lm`

iiiF#;ni:#hf::¥:iiffpiiffe;eeiEi:aoii:t¥Fiipi
gi%¥gd}a.i?:1!S:isgettei§:I:i?]!3:S:Ssh&g`]addE£Eer3

TEE  SORGENG  CROWDS
I'  All  over  the  city  the  crowds  surged  from

iiii:Sic;hid;h:;i;§d;:{P;a;¥u:;:i:o:ieg:;:.;I:g:i;€i:le.:§:;:;i:i
marclied  and serenaded  public  men  all  over
+1~ _       A 9L_           LTthe_  city.     Never had   the

The  Capitol  In  Mourning  for  Lincoln
ment  and  many  stores  were  close.d  for  the
day.  and.  as  if  by  magic,  the  streets  ivere
crowded with hosts of people talking, laugh-jnflh_uI[±ninand sliouting their gI.eat joy

I;}Men  embraced  and  kissed  each  other

gr:;,:

!iiiii

rfra|£]9=n:Surde°n3uSE?hcaortF;iT7,TpeE=b-ui=npeps±Sn;glTEfi
houses  and  I)rivate  rooms  of  hotels,  wherei

I!k®
ypical  German;   treated-'one  another
often, and marched through the streets
in  arm;  singing  and  cheering  for  Gen-
Gi.ant,   President   Lincoln-  and   every
inent   official   whose   name   was   men-
d;  and  everywher-e  that perfect  joy  in

=.the ]ieart of every loyal man, was given free
thnd  uurestraine'd  expression.

Eih_q-siasm

the  previous  sobriety  of  the  occupants  was
supposed  to  preclude  any  such  possibility.
but  in  the  exuberance  of joy  this  fact  was
overlooked  and  condoned  in the  great  glrd#
ness  wliich  had  come  to  us  a.Il.

The  next  night  a  gran.d  illumination  od

:n:?:E#r!:Sic:i!Zcate:s8,:ge!i:i:'|E:?1?l#:?wn::i:tEo!
ai]!nd&Sncdr{grt£%Esa¥eef8iessetwgFef8v:rvye#.edr±eretctoi
be  seen.

The  mail  route   to   Richmond  was  operi
again  in  a  few  days,  andthe postoffice therct

:sng
put in charge of my old friend, Cale Fren
and while we were still celchrating, the fl
regular mail from  that  captured  city  beg
to  arrive  in  Washington  and  the  Nortlf

Hardly   had   this   enthusiasm   begun
abate `when, on that ever memorable Mond
_xp9I_n_ipBL__QT[9r_y_b_Qdyw_a_s_s_t_a_1.tledfroinsle



-
ln8 the  en-

city   an.d   breaking   glass   around   the
whence  they  were  fired,  until  the

alvo  of  five  hundi`ed guns  called  everybody
¥qFares!
out  in the mist  and mud,  to learn that  the
day  befol.e,  Sunday,  April  9th,  Genei.al  Le®`
had   surrender.ed-his` entire   al.my   to   Gen.
ei'al Gi'ant,  and  tlie  great  war was  o`-ei' for..
6-Ve-r.  - It  w^as  the  6x5a-cted  whi-ciii&d --hain~
pened,.  and   the   scenes   which   had   taken
place  on  the  fall  of  Richmond  were  almost
fully  repeated.   Everybody  was  soon  out  of
doors   singing,   cheering   and   saluting   one
another   again  and   still  hungry   for  more
speeches.    A  great  crowd  gathered  in  the
st,reet  in  \tront  o£  General  But,ler's  apart-
ments  &t. Wi)lard's  and  demand`ed  a  speech.
He  responded with one  of  his  vigorous  and

:%%Saet  gEgi£&Ssee:I   to  Which  the   crowd  ga`.a
BOUND FOB THE WHTE HOUSE

mfngyafsnt`o:.:]stwheereg:]voesrend¥eEfebcu]]:]f£Eg±sn%Eg

?ft:FnekFoavs::nmi;fendtabnujlgiEEsp(atthr?o#ces¥E:yj
c.losing  with  Old  Hundred,  which  was  sung
on  that  occasion  in  such  a  thrilling,  heart.

iee'iidlT.gEi£Egd.m3g#a:si±prhoa=3tunep`'reor.
cession with bands  of music was forlned;  in
their  lines  they  dragged  a  boat;   in  which
was   mounted   small   cannon;    these   were
fir`ed   as   they   marched   along.    The   Crowd
was  augmented  every  ro.d  of  the  way,  eat.h
3`!&1-i   I-it.ti.falling   and   yelling.himself  hoarse.

PeyeiEce?imb%,:Edj|E#tnhcetw¥i€e}EoPuus]:.e'Atr¥]9vy.
ing  there,  they  filled  the  driveway  of  the
semi-circle park, away out into Pennsylvania
Avenue,  and  such  a  dense  mass  of  cheering
humanity  has  been  seldom  seen.

When President Lincoln came to that well
known and now historic window, from which•he  so frequently  faced his heroes,  the  scene
was  one  of  the  wildest  enthusiasm.    Not

i°]Fsep°efnf.E3t£%reqyndgs:eeFheedya;bh':erte°d,e?E;]eesa
and  fair]y  cried  with  delight,  threw   their
umbi.ellas  into  the  air,  jammed  down  hats
over  the  eyes  of  their  neighbors  without
cerelnony,   and.  for   a  while   it   seemed   as
th£#£ntgheguTa8v8i]tgh°enesemaado.fup.turned

€8:bees.'£:rt:8tdtetnhepgtr£%Snjtde8±br¥:ts¥oih%£n€¥:::

:n:erv::fee:e:as:e6an:t?dT,:.#a?u:¥eti£#13asg3aiie:Lo:u:i
again  u]itil  at  last  it  seemed  to  stop  from
givery   exhaustion.    His   remarks   were   then

.i:3rg#balF!e:I'iea.gneFEefieaffii,g.%c?e:dgat:Ea:t::anr{:iF-:£e!
close  of  his  remarks  he  requested  that

i:aedwEa:.:£,fpi?s¥u;:e¥gien:;o:V:?:.?£n:entfu:ne:h:8:sop:o:1:8
¥ol]owed, and at the suggestion of President

coln  who  le(I  off,  thi.ee. cheers  eacli  i`'ere

:.i:l,I.:

£Oi`:
`'eii  for   General  Gi.ant  and  fol.  other  of-

ffii; eTs  and  men  of  the  al'my  and  navy.    The
:thappy,  exultant,  c].ow.d   then  separated.
E   The    next    night     another.    illumination
fthrotig]iout    tlie    city    folloT`'ed;     although

e`fhat  foggy  it  was  splendidly  done.    I
all   never   fo-iJget   liow   beautifully   the   il-

#3,Hinated  dolne of  t}ie  ca|)itol  ]ooke(I  a``-ay
*.own  a!  the  ]`Q\`'e!'  end_ of  tlje- a,`_7e_p.ue.

A Hatlon  in  Trluxph

I-INCOLN'.S  PP.AISE  OF  GRANT
A  dense   croi\.d   gathere(I   at   the   White

IIouse  with  ba.nds  and  banners.    Soon  Pres.
ident  Lincoln `appeared  at  tlle  well  known
`+'indow, and tlie waves of enthusiasm which
greete'd   him  are  still  in  my  ears.    It  ``'as
something  soul-inspiring,  awful  and   grand,

:o]m,ovs::n:sesrietrEftsfofutp]ptFtstwohfjcEOT]T:arhe]]9o`.ef;
then saluted him.   Meanwhile the President,
tall, 'gaunt  and  t.houghtfu],  stood  patiently
w8.iting   until   jt   ceased.     Then   esc}]ewjng

gt]]tg£TsnoTfi]eF£Ftou[.refoorf&t&eE£:nLe`:,E±£cohrc:;.I
but   ascribing   to   General   Grant   and   the;

grrommy]:t]:*hr#erffieai]£s3¥i°pkte£::+t]E#a:a3'':i;
an  hour.`  In this memorable  speech  (the last one ho:
ever   delivered)   he   outlined   the   genei'ous

iios:i;i,:Ire:sr::3,Es;te:i!o#:ihot;#;grr:;#c!!:t:o!e¥yije;E:ijJ
had  given  almost  exclusive  attention  for  a:
v;§efa]€£aas]e:,o£Eftj:Ee_3jt#£&gfantE3sr:.%,j]o¥ce.

ing,  we were  tl.avelling  in  the valley  of  the
shadow  of  death.

You  will  remember  that  thi;  last  speeah
of  President  Lincoln  was  delivered  on  the
evening  of  Tuesday,  April  llth.    The  next
day  General  Grant  arrived  from  the  II.ont
and  `vas  the  hero  of  the  hour.

For some  time I  had  been  engaged  in -the
Treasury  department  compiling  for  General
Butler  certain  information of value  to  him.
Finding  I  could not finish  my  work  in  time
to  return  to  the  home  o£  General  Butler
in  I,owel],  Ma,c{s.,  with  him,  it  was  .decided
that  I  should  remain  to  colnp]ete  jt..  -On

` -¢`Qntip}}pa-on~ pgge-:,&t.._, --=`_=¥.=grS    -
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