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Bloodnngton,  Ill.

AL  DOCTOR  IS  ASKED
TO  BUY  "REAL  MUMMY"

OF  JOHN  WILKES   BOOTH.
wh®t`` 1€  alleged  to  b.  the  zie&l  mummy

Of  John   WIlhoB   B®oth, 'slayer   of    Abra-
ham  I.incoln,  wag  recently  of I er®d   to  a
Bloomlhgton    pro!eselon®L   rna,a.    Dr.    V®.
E.    J.    LamBeaLu,   a   chiropractor   with
•fflc.a  ln  the  P®ople'8  Bank  bulldlng.
.The  offer  cam.   to   Doctor   IemBeau

tron  &n  I®ip&  firm,  `whlch  c]alm8  t®\ have
.Iharg®  ®f  the   cola  of  the  mummy.  Doc-
tor  Lam  Beau  did  not  consid.r the  offer

\ T®r  v&rioue  reaconB,  among  them  the poe-
Jlblllty  o{  the  mummy  not  being  the  One
of  tb.  real  John  Wllkeg  Booth.
I   ThaLt there may be some truth ln the mat-.
I, t.r llco hehlnd th. fact that the firm ham-
aling  the  prop®sltion  is  considered  &very
rell&bleL   firm,   de&Llng   prlnclpally   lzi   real
e`state and `pa,tents,  but  frequently doaling
in   more  or  less  unusual  thlngg  8u¢h  &srthls    mummy.     Th.   offer  made   to   the
Blo®mlngton   man   ms   that   the     body

to   make  a   flna,I   successful   effort,     but
when  we  arrived  in  the  city  we  learned
for  the  first  time  that,\General    I-e6    had
surrendered.       We   went   immediately   tD
the   Kirkw®od   Hotel  to  meet   Vlce-preg-
ldent  Andrew  Johnson  and told  him  tu.r-
ther  efforts  to  kldhap` the  president  were
now   u&®lese,    wh®n  -Johnson    remarked  :•Wi]1   you   fa,ltdr   at   t-bat   supreme`   mo-
m¢nt?"   Wh`en   Booth   could   not   under:I
stand  his  meaning,  Johnson  said:    "Ar
you  too  faint-hearted  to  kill  him?"    The
then  made   ai.rangements  for  the  ai!sag
gination  at   Ford'g  theater   that   night.`   }

bescribe§  Escape              .           \
In  the melee  tha,t  followed  the  shootln

of   the   president,   Booth   clalmed   he   es
Gaped  and  that  Herold  and  another  in
later  heralded   throughout   the   world
the  8IaLyer,  sought  refuge  ln  a.  barn.    I
man  alleged  to  be  Booth  was  klllQd.

_\\
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would   be   ahlpped   to  Blooinington   &]ong
with  a large  number  of ^sensationel  books`.lvinf  th.  tru.  ato-ry  of  Booth's  life,   ln
8Xch&ng®  for  some  patents  and  manufac-•turlng  property  held  by  the  doctor  and  a

`cash  payment  of  $5,000.

Although I this   supposed   mummy`   of-John   Wllkes   Booth   will  proba,bly   never

become   a   Bt6omlngton   property,   much`lnt.r.st  has  b.®n   entertained   by friends

:of  D®ctor  Lac  Bea,u,  who  have.  watched
'th.   pr¢positlon.

Fly.   Bo®tll  SkulTS  Out
I    meq`u®nt  reports  have  come  fro.in many
pa,rts Of'the  country,  of people  who  claim
to b®  the real John WIlkes Bootri  but who

3Fepn]yupo.;C#fife¢i:Seade:th:heal:.,!dinwt:t::S
such   persons   ha,\ve   died   in   the '€ountry,
wt]tle  there  are  noiv  tlve  a]]eged  skulls  of
Booth  flogLtlng  about   the  country  or    on
exhlbltlon .

The mummy  18  now  held  ln  Enld, Okla„
and isi the  mummy of a man  who  lived for
many  yea,rs  ln  T.xas  and  Oklahoma,  un-
der  the   name  of  .John   St.   H®LQn.     Many
yeaia  ago  h®  became .very  Ill  and  a3  he
la+y  .®n   what   he   thought   was   his   death
bed,i   h®   aeked   hl.-attorney,     "nl8     I+.

§r:o:t:hfl%r}.:.',.,;:¥ru.BaBna=:I::::t:::±:°::#'::wry:a¥
are you?"   "I",  anld §t. IIelen,  "I am John
Wilk®s  Booth,  the  man  who  killed   flres-
ldent   Lincoln",  `sald   St.  Helen.

Bates   had   known    ist.     Helen    a,a     a
ellent  and   trlend   tor  many/years.       St.
Helen^  did   not   die,   but   recovered,   and
after  many  weeks  made  a  ful  lconfe.sio-ri.
of  all `crlm®  and  escape  which  {6  aB  fol-
l®wl  :

ImpIIqut..   Johnson
"It  ha,d  neve,r  entered  my  rnlnd  t® kill

President  Lincoln  until  the  afternoon   of
tb.  day I comm!tted  the  horrible  deed.    I
and   H®rold   wltb   otb®rs,   h-ad   trl-ed    for

:a_i!:¥dff'aiioffip±`ni:£:#

The   real   Booth   cbanged   his   name  to
Str Helen,   went  to  Oklahoma  and   lived
as  a  new  man  until  bea,r  His  derith.     On
January  14.  1903,  he  committed  sulcld6 &t
Enid,  Okla.,`where  the  body  is  now  said
to   bo   on'  exhibition   as   final   concluslv.
proof  of  the  Story  given   herewith.

Many   Stories  Told
Many  different  stories  have  been  pub-

lished   of   the  `a,lleged   shooting   of Booth,
the  alleged  escape,  and  the  final  disp.osl~
tion  of  the  body.  One  report.  said  to  come
from  General  Dana,  1a  that    Booth    ivagt
buried   near  the   old   fall  at --Washington
and  a  battery  of artitlory  drawn  over the.I
grave.    Another  report  ls  that  Booth was
buried  under -a I)rick  pavement  |n  ®LTrt_
of  the  old  penitentiar5r  at  Washingtor`.  A
third  report  is  that  the  body  was  buried
on   an   island   in   the   Potomac     twenty-)
seven miles from washlngtori.      Ca,pt.    E.1
W', Hillard,  of Metl.opolls,,Ill.,  says  "I was
one  of  the  four  privates  who  carried  the
remalns'  of   Booth   from   the   old    capital
prison     in     Washington    to   a,  gun   boat
which  carried  them  about  ten  miles  down
the  Potomac  river,  where  the  body  was
sunk  ln  the  water."

Whl]e  the  rest   Of  the  qorld     18    ctlll
wonderlng   what   rea,lly   became   Of    the
body, `the  body of  John  St.  Helen  rem&to8
&t    En!d,    Okla,,    as    the  -alleged    John
Wilkes  Booth.


