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"WHY WILKES BOOTH WAS
LED TO KILL LINCOLN

To the Editor of The Record: /
two ago, during a conversation with sev-
eral gentlemen on matters general, the mo-
tive that actuated Wil Booth in the
killing of Pre Lincoln came up, and I
related the story as told by J. W. Forney
in Philadeclphia immediately after the close
of the Cavil war.

J. W. Forney was a democrat before the
war, and in the winter of 1861 was secre-

of the United States senate, and dur-
ing the war was a and intimate
friend of Lincoln and was to be found in
his company much.

Wilkes Booth had a Baltimore hool-
mate who had been arrested as a spy, was
tried, found guilty, and shot at Fort Ham-
ilton, New York rbor. On the night im-
mediately preceding the day on which
Booth's friend was to be put to death, he,
Booth, called on r. Forney at a very late
hour of night and told the stor Forney
suggested calling on Cong. Charles
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Lincoln's chamber. Mr. Lincoln had
¢imply thrown the bed-clothing from him
and was sitting on t side of the bed
when they entered the room.

Mr. Foster introduced the subject, gave
reason for the untimely call, and then in-
troduced Booth. 3ooth finished his
markable and eloquent appeal ¥ ling b
(l}v side of Lincoln: Mr. Lincoln requeste
him to rise, and, placing his hand on his
arm, told Booth that he would save his
friend. 3ut Mr. Lincoln in the greatness
of his heart had counted without his host,
for .Stanton, head of the war department,
with his inexorable mind, wouvld not listen
to Pres. Lincoln’s appeal, but told Mr,
Lincoln that the ecount demanded this
man’s life as an example; that the people
throughout the country, especiall
Maryland and Pennsylvania, wcre t
the weakness showr by the government-in
such cases, etc., Boeth's boyh d
friend was shot at sunrise.

Forney's article ended with
word-picture of that remarkabl
Mr. Lincoln’s cha r—Lincoln sitting on
the bed in dishabille, Booth on o
wit_h nis hands raised.in appeal a scen
whxch, no doubt, he had enacted hundreds
of times before te admiring audiences
and Mr. oster of large  stature, head
bowed, sibly affecte It was no doubt
casion never to be forgotten by the
pants, anqd it Is a pity that the scene
was not suggeséed to some one who would
have handed it down to us on canvas.
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