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‘W ASHINGTON, Tuesday, June 13, 1865,
Mr, Oox called the attention of the Court
1 the, followlng, which appeared in 7%e Evening Star
of “ eaterday, copied from a Maryland newspape
MysreRiovs LerTER.—On the 4th inst. two men
samed French end McAleer, of South Branch, Virginia, were
wrestedby Major Meyers and brought to this city and {0!!','»‘!‘1
in the guard-house on’the charge of writing a mysterious letter
o J. Wilkes Booth, and which was «u tted in evidence before
the Aseasgination Court at Washington. It turns out now
that Phe letter was a fraud perpetrated by & persor by the
wrme of Purdy, who is said to be a Government detective,
sud who, entertaining a bitter hatred toward the parties ar-
rested, availed himself of this mode to wrerk revenge,
French and McAleer have been released and Purdy arrested
snd placed in olose confinement on the charge of committing
she alleged fraud,.— Cumberiand (Maryland) Union. .

Mr, Cox said if this letter was a frand, the defense
ought to have the benefit of it. He had not been able
to find the letter in question, but sapposed it was the
;}‘J!ml addressed to John Wilkes Booth at the National

otel.

Mr. Bingham, Asst.-Judge-Advooate, said it bore
fiate tho 6th April. The matter should not go on record.
If the parties want Purdy, let bim be brought here;
but he objeeted to introducing newspaper paragraphs,
for which nobody was responsible. The letter referred
to as a frand bears evidence upon the face of it of hav-
ing been wrilten by one concerned in the murder of the
President. 7T h it never reached the person to
whom it was addressed, the writer was none the less
guilty.

Judge-Advocate-General Holt said the matter was
pow undergoing investigation, and there would certain-
iy be no conceaiment made of the yesult. It should not
go on the record.

Mr, Ewing said a great deal looser papers thon this
bad been placed on the record, aud he instanced the let-
ter found floating in the dock at Morchead City, North
Carolina,
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EXAMINATION OF DR. JAMES ©., HALL.

Py ] Doster—Witness testified that he had exam-
Ined the prisoner Payne in regard to his physical con-
dition; his eye had a perfeotly natural look
that it kad no intellectnal expression, thaugh eapable of

evincing a great deal of passion and feeling; the shape

of kis bead was not symmetrical, the left side being |
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Ineanity but of a very f le, inert mind—a deficienc)
sather Ahinn a derengement of mind—a very low order
of intalieet,
Q. Frem the whola examination yor have made do
1 yegerd the prisoner Payne as sufficiently saune vo be
wondible for Miis acts ¥ A, I have not altogether
made up my mind as to thet; I do not think the single
exzurination I have made would suffice to decide the
queztion, but I believe there is enough to warrant the
] ion that he may »not  be a pertectly sane and re-
hle mar ; I cannot give any positive opinion npon
substance, them, of your opihion is that there
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EXAMINATION OF JOHN HOZX
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YXAMINATION, OF HENRY HAWEKINE (COLORED.)
By Mr. Aiken—Have lived at Surratteville about
ara; was formerly a slave of Mrs. Suwrratt; she
Iways treated me kindly; remember once some Goy
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‘ HE-CROSS-EXAMINATION OF JOIXY M. LLO)D.
Mr. Atken—W heu the carbines were first bro
y liouse they were taken up sta ny John l!. Sur-
tund mveelf and put between the joints, where they
remained w o (day Mre, Snrratt 1 to give di-
Yeotiony in regard to them, which was ¥riday, the l.t‘x.
of April: in accordance with her direetious, I-took
them out from where they had been secreted qnd kept
them ready for whoevey ssight eall for them that night;
Yalso prepured that night twe botties of whisky.
Al e wag shown 1« witness which he stated
$o e those used in Lis haxpnom but was not one of

the two of which be had spoken.} It was Harrold, not
Foeth Who said to me ou the night ef the assassination:
Lloyd, make haste, and got those things.”
RE-EXAMINATION OF MRS. OFFUTT.

By Mr. Aiken—Saw Mr, Lioyd on the eveming of
April 14; Le was very much in liguor,more so than I had
ever seen him; for sowe time past, four or five months,
|he has been in the babit. of drinking freely; did not
hear the fuil confessioh of Mr. Lloyd to Capt. Qumng-
bam, but heard some remarks; did not hear him say:
*“That vile woman, sho bas ruined me.”

My, Aiken :tated to the Court, that when on the
stand before, this witoess had not recovered from a
spell of sickness, and baving previously taken landa-
nam, her mind was confused in giving her testimony,
| and that she now desired to correci part of that testi-

mony.

\fter some consultation between the counsel for Mrs,
(Swrratt and Judge Bingham, the witness was directed
to muke any statement she desired.

She then said: When previously on the stand I was
asked if Mrs. Smrratt handed me a package; L said
““No;” but she did hand me a package and said she
was requested to leave it there; that was between 5
aud 6 o’clock. 2

The réaxamination of the witness was then resumed
o8 follows: Witness had no knowledge of the contents
of the package; saw something in Mr, Lloyd’s hands
afier he came in the house when Mrs. Surratt lefi; but
eould x that it wes the package; saw him have
the p: ge after he came into the Louse, but not while
he was coming in; never heard Mrs. Surratt utter any

sloyal expressi n; remewmber instances of defective
it on the part of Mrs. Surratt; on one oceusion

wi s that her eyesight was failing very fast.
Judge Bingham—Witness had stated before that
Surratt and John M. Lloyd had a couversation
@ the house on the afternoon of Mrs. Surraft's
; did not see the package after it was brought into |
the house; do not know whetlier Mrs, Surratt did or
did not band a package to Mr, Lloyd.
RE-EXAMINATION OF MAJOR ECKERT.

¢ Binglham—Wituess stated that the dgy on

ke
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| which (en. B. I. Butler was ordered to leave New-

York nfter the last Presidential election, was the 11th
of Nuvember, avd that Gen, Butler made application to
be allowed to remain until the following Mondap, the
l4th, which application was granted.
RICHARD MONTGOMFERY.
itness stated thag the Lour for
1 which leit Montreal, Canada,
rough trains for Washmgton,
t ihe distance between Mon-
3 usnally traversed in from 36
) leaving Montreal at 3 o’cloelks
1 { the 12th of April, could reach
befure daylight on the morning of the

Washington
| 14th.
Cross-exnmined by Mr Aiken—I presume leavirg Mon-
\ treal on the aiternoon of the 12ih, one would ‘arrive in
| the City of New-York at the farthest at 11 o'clock on
| the forenoon of the 14th, aud leaving New-York at 6 or

7 in the cvening, one would arrive at Washington in

ten or eleven uours.

RE-CROSS-EXAMINATION OF J, 8. DEVENNY.

By Mr. Ewing—At the timme the pistol was fired on the
ng of the assassination, witness was on the stage
{ of Ford's T gainst the cornep of a sceue
vhen 1 first saw the prisoner
of Booth, he was shutting the

people to get upon the stug
ut 8 minute and a half after Booth ran across
followed by Mr. Stewart; Spangler then ran
tosret some water for the persons in
saw Spangler go to the door when
prévious to issassination; did not
rtion between Spangler and Dooth;
8 was on the ps ent in front of tie theater
five minutes before the assassination; did not see
| Spangler there at any time; mever knew Spangier to
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