
Raclne  Wls
July  27,   1915.

Mr  Flnla  I  Bates
Hozphis  renn

Dear  Sir:

Your  letter  of  loth  read  and  duly  corisidered.    arty  relatives  ln

Mls8ourl  lz]formed  ne  some  years  ago  that  John  Wllkes  was  rumored  to  have

esoapea  capture  and  was  llvlz]g  under  assumed  name.  but  no  word  has  over

cozD®  to  me   of  his   suicide.

I  ziever  lmew  the  man  and  Could  not   ldentlfty  his  photograph.

Should  not  want  to  have  zry  photo  appear  ln  the  bock  you  propose  to  pub-

118h,  as  hl8  act  was  both  foolish  and  diabolical.     It  damaged  the  Con-

federate  Caiise  beyond  all  ®stimato.    Henry  \'/att®rson  of  the  |jouisvllle

Courier-Journal.  1n his  splendid. ®aitorial  upon  the  flftleth  amlversary

®f  Llncoln's  ass&ssination  expresses  zny  feelings  -I,inooln  was  a  Kontuckian

a  true  friend  of  the  South.    Had he  lived,  the  mistakes  of  the  recon-

struction  period  would  never  have  occurred,  and  the  Confederate  States

weloolDod  back  with  the  sazne  kindly  regard  which  they  enjey  today  under

Pr®sld®nt  Wllgon.  whom we  all  honor.

R®spectfully

(Sgd)  8.   Booth  Northrop

COPY   OF   a EropE .
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8  8  Northrop
Raclne.  Wise
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