JOHN SURRATT'S CAPTURE.

The Last Surviving Officer of the Swa-
tara Tells the Interesting Story.
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Unfortunately for Surratt, Naples had
had a visitation of cholera and was cor
sidered a foul -port by the authorities ¢
and all the third cl pas
» marched to the quarantine
placed uml-‘y guard for a
tion.

o S

angers we
ation_and

obser
+Commander Jeffers waited
Minister .Resident, the Hon.
fale, _and the same question:

on
Charles

temporal |

“1f _the |

. United States Government

surviving commissioned |

It should, at |a

historical event pub- |

{ found

aged |

our |

made e
tt would the Khedive
surrender him?” was propounded to the }
Khedivial Governm Back came the!
prompt reply, “Yes, send for him.™
An officer and a file of marines
sent to the corral, Surratt, a
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narched, a prisoner, on board, h
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During the time he was on board the
Swatara an armed sentry was at his
aoor and no one but the commander.
the executive officer, the surgeon and
the officer of the deck ever spoke to him :
thelr conversation was limited to in-
quiries for his health and comfort.

He was never tried by a military
commission. In the summer of 1867 his
first trial was in the Criminal Court in
Washington, before Judge Fisher: T
was a witness at this trial simply to
identify him as the man taken on board
the Swatara at Alexandria, Egypt, in
December, 1866. The jury disagreed at
this trial after many hours of consider-
ation, and two other juries at two sub-
sequent trials also disagreed, when the
indictment was quashed and Surratt was

tores
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| sel at liberty. -

Whether Ste. Marie ever recelved any
reward I never knew.
Groree De FOREST BARTON,
Late Paymaster, United States Navy,
New Yourk, May 19,
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