WITH WILKES BOOTH
: AN -MARYLAND

By EVERETT C, BUMPUS, l
Washington, 'upon April 14, 1865,.
was seething with sensations and ex-
citement,

from the early salutes of

the many thousand guns in the forts,
in the Yard,
until an enthuslastic crowd gathered

Navy and elsewhere,
at the White House to hear the Presi-
dent's last words before he went to
i“ord‘s Theatre to receive the greeting
awaiting him there,

I had hoped to find a place
theatre, but being one of the crowd

at the

turned away, rod off to my quarters
upon Maryland Heights, stopping on
the way at the Eastern branch hridge,
by ‘the Navy Yard, to speak to my
sergeant having charge of the guard
there, and then passed on. Within a
few minutes after Booth and Harold

crossed over the bridge, fleeing into
the country. I had a slight acquaint-
ance with both, and If they had over-

taken me upon the road, I should have | for my father to induce kindly a

doubtless accosted them.
an Interview

And what

liquor, and the added danger of
broken leg, expecting every minute to

a

hear the hue and cry of the town |ter take yourself off and be thankful

clamoring after him. This, however, |
bélongs to the might have been.
stead of being waylaid, I reached my
fort and was recounting to anothér
officer the day’'s doings while the as-
sassins were passing near my quar-
ters, having na concern in them until
& squad of cavalry dashed the
yard and an officer flung thre
door, shouting, A “Wake up
your men to quarters,
Lee's army has®broken into Wash-
ington and taken it, killing the Presi-
dent and all of his cabinet.”

“I guess you have been celebrating
the day and think to play a joke
upon us,” he was laughingly an-
swered.

“No, no, no,” clamored the officer.
“It Is God's truth. 1 was passing
Ford’'s Theatre when they brought the
President out, and every one said he
was dying.: 1 have been sent over

to have every precaution taken.”
THe scene was so startling T havée

| never forgotten -it, and it remains as
| vivid as if it occurréd yesterday.

“Then the war must be fought all
over again,” bemobaned an officer
whose empty sleeve testified what it
meant to him. “And poor Lincoln!
Thiﬁk of poor Lincoin! How can we
get along without him? 0O, well, well,
it is fate. Meantime we have got a
job on our hands, and I reckon that
is the best way to work It off.”

So we buckled on our swords,
turned out the men and aided in es-
'tabllshing a cordon of sentinels to en-
circle the city, and did not know
until the next day the extent of the
calamity. It is said that Payne, after
-his desperaté encounter at Secretary

by
open

and get

that would have been Wght have you, a Union officer,
with a desperate man, half crazed by duestioning the actlon of the authori-

In-  for taking such action.”

abgut the old bastile,
away, and my friend, after a monlh's
Incarceration, whas dischargea,

never knew the cayse of his arreﬂ

for a part of |

Seward’s house, made his way through
the fields near where we were sta- | mation nor intended it
tioned, and, .seeing ‘our sentinels, | Maj.-Gen. Hunter—I shall say no
turned back to appear a day or two mor:B than I was going to sa;~ The
afterward at the house of Mrs. Sur- time has passed when frP(mr:n. from
ratt, where he was arrested. the Ngith were to be bullied and in-
The day after the assassination icu]t« d by M humbug chivalry of the
there began the keenest hunt through South.”
this country after every one in the The court
slightest degree suspected. One would Harris stated he desired to withdraw
meet every little while some citizen his objection, as he ;'unsldercd J;Ir
being hurrled off .to the Ol4 Capitol. Johnson's explanation a s:lti‘xf:u'lnr\:
Among them was a lawyer whom I re moval of the grounds on '\\']‘lith :'1-0
knew intimately. He lived in the old cbjection founded. Later (ixn
family residence near my quarters, record that “the rebel \hj;
and he and his sisters were hospitall- Gen. Johnston was Ah'..,-'.,
ty itself. His brother was a high of- stand.” 'The r:»np:»n Gen
ficial in the state department. His Howe called upon to ,,«,;,k,: 1
sisters solicited my ald to see if speech, which he fl-nunnv'p;l ‘th;
possible Mr. Brent could not be re- general as being a graduate of West
leased. With that*in view, T appeared Point, saying he had forfeited h.i<
at the Old Capilol, having &very con- oath to the government, and hf‘
fidence in the success of the mission. comes here as a \\nmssv ‘Wwith his
The building was a three- story, rough hands red with the blood of his I.-\-a.l

looking affair, better fitted, for a jalil countrymen shot by him or by his
than its earlier use. : i

windows were

| Mr. Johnson—I made no guch intl-

having reepened, Gen.

was
states
Edward
called to the
felt
in

Its-many barred associateg.

filled with unhappy This hl]n-knmn Gen

prisoners. It was guarded with the siasticall conded, to
utmost ‘care. The colonel in com- | Wallace, speaking
mand soon appeared. I toid him my inner of today.,
story and appealed to his {rm'ulx']n.;r

enthu-
met by
after
“1 hope

Ekin
be

mone

1y se
Gen
thé m sayving,

for the sake

investigation
lic
introduced

the prisoners
ties in dealing with people they think |the of
shquld be Investigated? You had bet- | &

1ot
uon,

“Lieutenant,” he anstvered, “what justice,

to be

Ticer

ithdraw

fuct or Ard
the of

tion was with-

his cong¢

that your conduct is not inquired l'l'o
afterward, taking view
Wallace, the jec

s testified. .
an official,

and

Gen
drawn and the
Through the
nd I caught a glimg court and
heard a little It was
Picking up not long since, in Wash- held in a room in the old arsenal, long
ipgton,- a printed copy of the record since The surroundings
of the assassination trial, and having were and well
had the opportunity” of hearing a fitted for the » traged
small part of the evidence, I naturally The officers comprising the court,
reviewed it with much interest. glittering their and the
The military court was composed of many distinguished counsel, a
Gen. "Hunter, one unfortunate vivid contrast the wretched
officers in the intense par- prisoners, who were lined up, heavily
tisan, and there were others upon the ironed, againgt the wall of the room,
hoard who were strongly biased no with a guard upon each gide of them.
doubt, but Gen. Lew
eminent lawyer, general
was a conservative force

Muttering to myself something

I marched

witn
kindness of
of 1t
of the evidencs
destroyed
and sombre

recital

1 >
gloomy

of the

in uniforms,
made
of our with

war, an

(‘r t h“
There

assassi-

Wallace, the
and author,

I can only touch upon some
salient features of the record.
thereon, 1 was no question but that the

through his influence the tribun: n of the President had been dis-
| was fair could be expected cussed, particularly of the
| under the exciting conditions which agents of the located in
obtained at Washington at that time. Canada, and- constantly engaged in
Let me illustrate, however, the atti- alarm and disturb-
tude of sonde of its members, giving Booth
an Instance or two. after

«Senator ‘Eﬁv»rd_v Johnson of Mary-
land, “'_flo ted for Mrs. Surratt,
must have been very much surprised
at the objection raised to his appear-
ing as counsel by Gen. Harris of the
court, because it was claimed at one
time he had advised his Maryland
constituents to oppose certain action
taken in the prosecution of the war.
He hotly denied any intimation of
disloyalty and during the discussion
this colloquy took place:

Maj.-Gen, Hunter—Mr. Johnson has
made an intimation as to holding
members of the court personally re-
sponsible.

il natic

as as hy some

confederacy

schemes to create
ances in the northern states

himself had visited there, and
his death there was found upon him a
draft for a considerable amount upon
one of the Canadian banks. One of
our detectives, however, testified that
he conducted himself in such a reck-
way in Canada his opinion was
regarded as of bat little value. So far
as he was concerned, judging from
the speech of people living in Prince
George's county, some of whom knew
a great deal more than thay would
admit, and the evidence in the record,
I am satisfied that, until after Lee's
army had surrendered, his purpose
was abducson and not assassination.

less




One Samuel Knapp Chester, an ac-
tor upon intlmate terms with Booth, |
was sollcited by him as late as Feb-
ruary, 1865, to enter into the conspira- |
¢y, in which Booth said there were 60
to 100 men engaged, to capture the
heads of the government, including

the President, and take them o“{o
Richmend ™ oth stating that if he,

e should re-|

i celve from $2000 to $3000 for his fam-
ily, which was In needy circumstances.
Upon declining, Booth asserted that
| his party was sworn together, and that

“If 1 attempted to betray them I would
be hunted down through life.” He
| testifled that in the course of the con-
| versation Booth said: “If I acted I
| was to open the back door of Ford's
Theatre, where they expected to cap-
| ture the President attending a play,
which must be done by some cne as
familiar as myself with that theatre.|
He Insisted that the thing was sure to|
gsucceed.” Later he wrote to Chester,|
sending remittances of $50 ‘at a time.|
“Booth afterward stated he had tried|
another man for the place he wanted|
me to take, who had become frlgm—‘
ened, would not join He
would have cared' if he had sac-
rificed him. I told him T did not think
It was right to speak in that manner.
He said the
not fit to 1
Join; said T would not

Bey as long as 1 lived He stated he
was near the President upon inaugu-
ration day, ‘What an excel-
lent chance I had to kill the President
if I wished then.””

When, however, the war had \'lrtu-j
ally ended, Bootl
portunity of te
holding him
mond, and,
enforce peace, ached
such a point in his desperate enter-
prise, he would not stay his hand, and
went forward and the
fatal act.

and him.

not

in v 3 a coward and

urged me again to

want for mon-
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»
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No question has ever been raiged as
to the conviction of six of the prison-
ers, but so far as Mrs. Surratt and Dr.
Muddare concerned, it is claimed there
wasnotsufficient evidence upon which
to basea death sentence forme r!
the

evidence

for the
and life imprisonment
latter. Reading the
aficr the lapse of 40 years, and seek-
ing to diminate any prejudice
quired by reason of being so close.to
the scene of action, I think an impar-
tial jury would have III'HHHHTV"‘(l Mrs.
Surratt guilty, with the yr..l-nhﬂiv_v
they would have acted otherwise in
the case of Dr. Mudd

The evidence against Mgs, Surratt,
a large part of which 4t least
pears to be reliable, was that
lodging house on H street was
guented by three of the prircipal con-
gpirators, Booth, who call%; upon her

one of for

over

ap-
her
fre-

on the afternoon of the y of the
assassination, Payne, who had lived
there for several days and whom she
had met and knew, and Atzeroth, who
was very familiar in the household:
that her 86n John Was also intimate

with these parties; that she drove .

iown to her tavern at Surrattville
‘after seeing Booth upon the day of
‘he assassination, and left a package

‘he

ccntaining a fleld glass at the tavern
in the custody cf one Floyd, her ten-
ant, who testified she requested him
to have the shooting irons which had
been brought %0 the tavern some six
weeks before by Surratt, Harold and
Atzeroth ready, wounld be
called for at Though
Floyd's, evidence to
xtent from the fact that he was
inder the influence of liquor at the
time, and there was qualifying testi-
mony as to what took place, yet there
no that there was a
between him Mrs.
contradicted, which
she gave these
directions; that Booth and Harold
called and took ay the weapons at
the time indicated; ahd later, when

for they
midnight
was impeached
0IMNe «

is question but
conversation
Surratt, not

Floyd claimead

and
in
him

Payne came to the ?\“)Y‘};‘][{ house in
t)

workman,
officers, he
work-
Surratt

10 evening disguised as a
the
was simniy

Mis

and was accosted by
that he
did not
was called by the officer
had him
the defence dlaimed he
measure, and that
1ited and
times of distinguishing peo-

claimed a

man and know
When
she

hefore

she 3

swore she
While

fFuiged in

never

seen
3 dis a
vas very nears inca-
s at
there

her

claimed

was evidence going to show

better than

ple,

that vision was

Some when her
son tried, he was
uitted the jury disagreed. The
evidence in the record against him is
that intimate with
the conspirators, one of the party car-
rving the carbines to the tavern some
weeks before; and fled upon the night
That
would have been insufficient evidence
to convict. If the President had seen
fit to commute Mrs. Surratt's
tence, it is probable that much of the
bestowed wupon the court
would not have been forthcoming.
far as Dr. Mudd is concerned,
knew Booth, not in an intimate
way so far as it appeared, for several
months before the assassination.
There was no evidenece of his being
concerned in the conspiracy. Booth's
him to the
tor's, where he remained the day after
During this time Booth
and although
time he
could

years

afterwards,

was arrested and

or

he was on terms

of the assassination. certainly

sen-
criticism

So

broken leg carried doc-
murder
off his
doctor disclaimed at
knew the man was Booth, he
hardly have his
a patient for several hours
out making the identification clear.
If Dr. Mudd had stated freely to the
officers when they calléd upon him
that Booth and Harold had been
there, there was no more evidence to
the than
keeper, was
when he there
thev had assas-
But the
under eroat
evidently a
the South,
who

the
cut mustache,
the one
charge

with-

been under

as

him with affair
the tavern
Harold,
the
the
tor lahnring
culties. He was
sympathizer
told by people
him he was an extremely Kind-heart-
i Booth 1
have so affected him that he felt jus-
fied,
son, in concealing the knowledge from
the authoritles. It is true he evaded
and falsified, but his action was limit-

connect
Floyd,
told by
to get
sinated

who
went
weapons,

President. doc-
diffi-
strong
and 1

knew

waa

with
been

have

ed, self-sacrificing man

as a physician or for any rea-

ed to his medical

cever to the men for a day. Unless

'Bcoth confessed the murder to him, |

and it did not appear whether he did
not, the could not hf\\'vi
known, before the assassins left him_i
After he was sent |
investiga- |

or doctor
of the great crime

to Dry another
tion took place, «nd in consequence he
had lost his

Tortugas,

was released, but he

health meantime, and died soon after. &

the tragedy 1 dined
at a friend's house upon Maryland
Heights with Capt. Jebb, who met
Booth and Harold after they had been
wandering about in the country below
for or He told us the
story, which follows his evidence
n before the tribunal. He came
upon them unexpectedly while cross-
ing the river to return home, Harold
belonged to the con-
army and he was taking care
who had = been
crossing the river,
the crime, and, as
states, “I was so shocked
I didn’t know .what to say and
made 3eing joined by
other they finally fur-
nished Booth, who sald he wanted to
pass under the name of Boyd, a horse,
and in that way he finally reached
Mr. Garrett's house in Virginia, and
was captured in his barn. I recall
with what-intense interest Gen. Ew-
ing of Ohio, who was present at the
dinner, listened to this story, the last
I ever heard from any of the partici-
pants in this tragedy.

Whether Sergt. Boston Corbett, who
a memher of the party which
surprised Booth, shot him or he com-
mitted a debatable ques-
tion. The general impression among
us, however, at the time, gathered
from soldiers who wpre present, was
that he was killed by Corbett.

Although the record covers the evi-
dence of hundreds of witnesses, from
Gen. Grant down to “Lemon,” a col-
ored boy about Ford's Theatre, and
opens up a multitude of questions,
there is but little said as to any ap-
prehension of the President as to
being so taken off. Charles A. Dana,
assistant secretary of war, testified he
carried some suspicious letters to the
President, whose only notice of them
was to file them with others endorsed
‘‘Assassination.” Weickman, a
the war department, who
boarded with Mrs: Surratt and whose
evidence s vital to her case, stated
that he had observed the secret con-
ferences at the house and had spoken
to his chief as to what was intended
by the same, but could come to no
conclusion. The confederate records,
also submitted to the court, contained
offers of people to kill or capture the
President, but they were filedidn com-
mon with other papers &nd no action
taken. Last act of all Col. Congers,
who had command of the party cap-
turing Booth, testifled the last words
the dying man uttered were, “Tell my
mother that I dled for my country,”™
a pitiful ending to thig frightful trag-
EVERETT C. BUMPUS.
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