
WITH  WILKES BOOT!H -
~ `lN `MARTLA\ND

By  EVERETT  C.  BUMPuS.
Wasblngton, 'upon   Aprll   14,1865,

was seethlng with  sensatlons and ex-
cttement,   from   the   early   Salutes  'of
the  many  tho`LBand  gun8`ln  the  forts,
ln   the   Navy   Yard,   and   e]8ewriere,
until 'an  enthuslastlc  crowd  gathered
at-the White IIouse t.a hear the Presi-
dent's  last  words  before  he  went  to
•riord's Theatre to recelve the greeting

awaiting  hlm  there.
I  had  hoped  to  find  a  phace  at  the

theatre,  but  belng  one  of -the  cro"'d
tume`d away,  rod   off to my  quarters
upon  Maryland  Hel:hts.  8topplng  on
the way at the Eastern branch brldge,
by`tbe  Ndvy  Yard,.  to   speak  to  my
Sergeant  having  charge. of  the  guard
there,  and.theii  passed  on.   Wlthin  a
few mlnuteB 'alter  Booth  and  Harold
cinE)set  over  the  brldg®,. fleelng  Into
the co`untry.   I had a 8llght &cqpalht-
ano® witl) bc;th, '8nd lf they had over-
taken me upon the road, I should have
doutitle8s. accosted'  them.    And  what
an   lntervietr  that  would   have  been
wlth a dcoper&tp pan. halt craaed by
llquor,   and   the   adde.a  danger   at  a
broken leg. expecting every minute to
hear  th.  hue  and  cry  Of  tn®   town
6laznorigg  after  hlm.   Thl.,  howevet',
belong.. to  the  m]ght  have been.   In-
stead Of` being  waylald,  I  reached my

ot[lcer the  day'8 dTolnfs whll. the a8-
sass}ng  Were  pacBIng  near  my  quar-

Seward's house, made hlgway through
the  fields  near  where  `we  were  sta-
tloned,    and.  .ce®lng 'our    8ontiriels,
tuned  back  to  appear a dry or two
afterward at  the  houo  of Mrs.  Sur-
r&tt,  where  he  wag.anested:

The   day   after   the   &Bf!a4  lnatlon
there began the Z[eenest httnt  through
this  country  after  every  one  ln  the
sllghtest d6gne Suspected. One would
zpeet  every  llttto  wmlo  8om®  6ltlzen
bel.ng hurrled  od ito  the  O]d  Capltol.
Among  them  was  a  lawyer  whom  I
knew_lntlmately.   He  I-lved  ln  the  old
famlly  resldenco   near  my  quarters,
and `he and hl8 tlsterB were hospltall-
ty  Itself.    HIS  brother waLs-a hl.8h  of-
flclal  lb  the  State  departmeat.    fils
sisters   sollclted   my   aJd   to   See   lf

looklng  affalr,  better  fltled.for  a  jail
than Its  earll'er use.   Its-many  barred
wlndowB   were  fl]Ied   with    unhappy
prlsonersL    It  Was  guarded.  with  the
utlnost.care.     TI]e   colonel   ln   com-
mand  goon  appeared.    I  told  him  my
story  and  aLppealed  to  hls  frlendshlp
for my father to Induce k]Iinly actlon.-

•'Lloutenant,"   he   anst`rered,   ``what
dght have you, a Union ofrlcer,  to be
quest]onlng the actlon  of  the authoi.I-

Mr.  Johm!on-I
matlon  tior  lntezided  lt.          ~

Ma].-Gen.   IIunter-I   shall-  say   no
more  than  I  was  goiT!g  to  Say.    The
t!me  has  passed  when  freemen  from

tgrft}htE[heirtmob::~:h¥i:ai:
South;"

and  ln-

The   court   having   reopened.   Gen.
Hams Stated he de8lrea to withdraw
his   objection,   as   he   con8ldered   in..
Johnson.8  e][planation  a  mti8factorp
remo`'al  of  the  grounds  on  w.hich  theL
ob].ectlon   was.  founded.      Later   the
re?ord   states   tliat   ..the  rdel   Maj.-
Gen.    Ed``.ard    Johnston    was    here
called  to  thf.  staad.'.    Thereupon Gen.
IIowe   felt   called   i]pon   to   make   a
speech.   In   "-hit.h   he   denounced   the___ ----- `     `.|.,`,ut,tJctJ     LIlt±

posslblo  mr.  Brunt  could  not  be  re--general  as  being  a  graduate  ot  West
leund.   Wlth thaLt.th vlew,1 appealrea  Point.   sa}.1ng   lie   had   tort.lted   his
at  the Old Capitol, having every con-  oath    to    the    go`-emment.   and   ..he
fldence  ln  the success  ol the  mlsglon.  comes. here   as   .i   n'ltn.sa '-with   hi-s
The bullalng `'as a thl.ee-story. rough  haQd8  red  with  the  blood  oiJds  lot-al
^^trlr,-n~nt-L^,,__  -LJ  _  ,   ^               _   ._country.men  shot  by  hlm   or  by  his

aa§apiaJir':
Thls  propdrition  Gen.   Ek!n  onttiu-

Eiaetic:Lll}-    cecotided.    to    he   -met    1}}.
Gen.   Wallace.   s]}eaklng   mo:.e   after
the  manner  of  trwla}..  Saying.  "I  horie

!for the, Sake  rlf  the  c.l`aracter  or  this
in`.estlgatlon  and  for  the saki-  of I)ub-
•lit:  ]ustl6e.  not  for  treat  of  the  pf`rson
lntrod-uc.d  as  a  ``.ltnesg,  but`  that  of
the pflsoners  at  ire  bar  not`.  on  trial.
the   offlcer   TrLaking   thp   mo(ion    ".ill
n-lthdraw   it."   And   Judge   Ad`.ocate-
Genc`ral   Holt.   ".ho   has  t>een   uriduty
critl.lsed -for his .®nduct on  the I-oard

:jhe:u::::a:inv:s¥gt*gpieo:h£:dtt'ent:
ter  take yourself ck and be  thaakful
that your conduct 18 Dot lnqulred Into
for.taklng  such  actloh"                  `

Hutterlng     to    myBe]f    soqiethlng
fort  and  wac  recountlng  to  ]noth.r.,&b8ut   tn®   old   baetlle.   I   i-dr:-rid

a month'

ter8, h&vlng no. cot)corn  ln  them  untll
a   squad   of   cavalry   dashed   t}¥``the
yard  and  .a.n  offlcer  flung   open   the
doo.I.   Ehoutlng. . "Wake   up   and   get
your  men  to  quarters.  for  a  part  of
Lee'8   army   hap°t)Token   Into   Was;h-
lngton and taken 1| kllllng the Presi-
dent and all  ot  hl8 ¢ablnet."

"I  guess  }'ou  have  been  celebrating
the  day  and   thlnt[  to  play  .  joke
upon   u8,"   he   was   laughingly   ant
gw®red.~   "No.  no,.  no."  clamored  tbe  otrlcer.
`'It   ls   a-bd's   truth.    I   wa:a   passing
Ford's Theatre when they brought the
Preeldent  out,  and  e`'ery  one- Bald  he
ivas   dyl`ng..    I   have   Qeqn   Sent   `o`i;®`r
to  have  evenr  orecLutlon talEen.»¥*=#+,®ary5sE#fflr=¥

i?=i:i:T¥l¥fa:t£:i?

never torfotten .lt.  end  lt  remalns ee
vlvld ae lf lt o.ccurred  ye8teday.

'`Then  the  war  m`iat  bo  tough.t  .11
over   again."    ben-oaned    an    oftlcer
whose  empty  sleeve  testlfled  wit  lt
meant   to  him.    "And   poor  IAncoln!
Thlik of poor Llnooln!   How ¢ari  w.
get along wLthout hlm?   0,  welt, Wed,
lt  ls.fate.    Meantlme  we  have  got  a
job  on  our  hand8,  and  I  reckon 'th&t
ls  the best`w&y  to  worli  lt-off."      .

So    we    buckled    on`   our    eworig.`turned  out  the  men  and  Of ded  ln  eB-
-tatill'ahlng a cordon of 8.ntlnets to en-

clrc!®   the   clty,   &tLd   dld   not   know
until  the  n'ext  daiy  the  extent  of  the
calamlty.   It  le  Bald  that  Paprn®,- &tter

-hl8  de8 at  Secretary

ahehargedl.

ln Wch.

and-afteri`.and.   taking   the   vlew   a(
Gen.  Wallace.  the ottjectlon  was with-
drawn and the "'ltne.q8 testified.  .

Through  tti®  kindness  of an  otFieiail.
I  caught  a  gllmpse  of th.  court  and
heard a  little  of the e`.id.nee.   Itwas
held ln a room ln the ®td arseliat. long

ltlgton,. a  Printed  copy  ot  the  recora8inco   destroyed.     The   surroundings
orthe  aesairsln&tion  trla|, atia  havingweT®   gloomy   end   a-omtire   and   web
had  the   opportunlt7' of   hear|ng   afitted  for  the  recital  ot  the  trageds-.
Small b&rt of the evidence, I naturally.The   offlcer3   comprlslng   ttl.   co`lrt.
reviewed  lt  with  much  Interest.          glltterlng  ln  their  unlforms.  and  the

The  mlHtary  Court was com.posed  of rnan}'  dlctlngu|9hed  counsel,  in.`deL  a
Gen. munter,  one  o[  our.  unfortunate`-l`-Id    contrast    with    th.    vretched

I of[lcers   ln   the  war,   &n   Intense   pat`. Tirlsonc.rs.  who  "-ere  ttned  uT..  hea`.il}-

!;;I:a=aa:£oth:::®W:Leo:tgi;rsjraep°e:t::|#tnhed&':::a:ihne.T:L];'dethoef==]:
doubt,   but   Gen.   Irew   Wallace.   the    I  cia  onl}-  touch  upon  sam`e  of the

i emlnent  la"'yer,  general  and  author,.sallent  fonture8  or the  ~rd.   There
; Tag a Son_3er`.atl`.a forec thereon.  niid n'&3 no qu.stlon  L.ut that the tusassi-through   ht5   Influence   the   trib`dna] na`|on  of  the  ±IdetLt  tL.d  teend!S-
.".as  -QB  f&lr  ae    could    be    expectedcnged,  p®.rtl.`ilarly  ti5~ some  dt   the
under  the  excltlng  conditlorfu  ".tllch aEento  of  the  confed®"}-  looted  in
optalaed at Washington at that tlma camda.  .nd. constRntlr  .nmged   in
lrst  mb  Illustrate,  howe`.er.  ttL®  attl-sch.tne8 to .rca`e alern[` and  disturb-
tudo` of  san1-c#r°tfw]ot.a  memb.B  8lvln8 anae  ln  the  northern  states.   Boothh!moelf  t`ad  `.!dt.d  tli.re  and  &tter

:¥hFk¥::I:,:'.iorhmn:iE.::=T=€:ii:::,::.:h;h:%w:a#:r:nd:i=;h;=o:-
&t  qu® obJectton  ralsed to hts apper- .`ur a.teetlTes.  tio*e`-er.  te.ttned  ttlnt
lng  as cournel try O®n.  Harrl8  ot  the h® condu.t.a  hlmsolr  ln  9ucb I rttk-
court.  beeauso  lt `wco`clalmed  ®t otie lees  T|r  ln  Canad.  tis  ophton  `.&S
tlm.  he   had   8d`.18ed   hls   Mar)rlond regarded &s of but u`tle `|Ltue.   So rflr
con&tituent.  to  oppo.o  cotoln  actton as  h®  A.&s  conond,  Iudi!ing  inln±
taken  ln `th¢  promutton  of  the  ".u.  th®gpeech  ot  people  uving  ln  nlho``
He   hotly   dented   any   lnttmatlon   ot Gcorgo.8  couuty.  souro ®[ -b®m he``
alaloyalty  and  durlng  the  di.cue&lon a  great  deal  more  `ho  tller  A.Ou``i
thls  collaqu}'  took place:                         |dult. and the.``ldonco la the lcor```

H.J.-Gen`  Hunter-Mr. Johnma has I  am  sat"ed  that.  untll  .tter  lrt*`Sl
made  an    lhtlm®tlon  as   to   h®rdln`g  arrnr  `h`it`   surr.nd.red`   hlS   P``rruse
m®mb®rs  of  the  onurt rpersonally  re-  va3 Qbt]u®tti`n and n`it  asmsLS{lnatilll``

on8'blo,



One  Samuel  Knapp  Chester.  an  ac-
tor  upcin  lntlmate  terms  with  Booth,
"'af)  I!ollclted  by  hlm'aB  ]ato  ae  Feb-
ruary, 1805,  to enter Into the coniplrat
cy,  ln  whlch  Booth sald`th€r®  we_Ee  50`
to  lot)  men  engaged,   to   capture  the
heade   of   the   government,   lncludlng
the  nctlderit.  and  ttLke  ttiem  a-a
Ric.hm.n4    -`oth -Bta

ou]d   re-

ccntalnlng  a  field  glass  at  the.taver-n ed   to  his   medleal   dutles
ln  the  custody  cf  one  Floyc],  her ten+ce`.er  to  the  men  for  a  da}-.    Unless
ant,   who  testlfied  she  requested  hlmlBc`oth  confessed  the  murder  to  him, I
to  have'the  sh6otlng  l'rons  whlch  had i\and  it  did  not  appear  whether  he  dld
been  brought`to  th.  tavern  s`ime  slx':ol.   not,   the   doctor   could    not    ha`'e
weoks` before  tiy  Surratt,  Harold  and !known,  before  the  assasslns  left  him,
`Atzeroth   ready.   for   they   would    be'of the great  crime.   Aft.r he was Sent
called     for     at     mldnlght.      Thourhlto   Dr]=   Tortuga;.   another  lnvestiga-
Flo.vd.a,  e`'ldence   was   Impeached   to +ton took place. .nd  ln consequeneo he

t`
ol`1o .xtent  j`I.(tin thf` fact  that  he ``ras'".a8   released,    but   he    had    lost   his

Syf.i.h;ij:in:-:'!?;n.t!o;:.:.f.;I;:e:,:::,i:::a:ia;,lF¥`::e;`;;i;e:.k:a;u:!'iiu,e:.;.ogta:::h:eEr,;',;:.:a,i;o:I,:sr;:":a;;.t:'eT;!a:;;neat;!o:n:`yo:oi:;,:i;::
:'of[h:tntt°eTptdeo:wtn°%tr;oauygthhenmf-e].,7°u±:,I:°u:::::,atL°ont::tn`:reae:icF:dTfnndw¥i:gL:.::tdhera{:::bdor::d]nattthe:::::t:;ab:,eoe:

;eegrta':te[:nth:to::hthaea,Cd°:ur.?]ef°:t:%:n;''dFi],:eye:io:'sa:tmtehdatshBeoogt:`.eanhd`mH:¥:::,:::ry:Wiefrch°rf:]°,.ow:°h:§°'devu,:e:::
Wa.  to  open.  the. back  door  of  Fbrd.slcfll'ed  and  took  a".ay  .the  Weaoons  at  g|`.en   before.  the  tribunal.     H®  came

ihaeynt:mceained`tcoattchde:flprdra't:teLr;u:;h:::uhreoattrhe;"j:::,°d:niya:t:neac,tie::°pC,aa?:|
whlch  must  be  done  by  some  ane  a
ramlllar as  myself  wlth. that  theatre.
He lnsl8ted that the thing was Sure to
®tJcceed."    Later  he  wi'ote  to  CheBter.
sendlng  remlttances  of  $50 .at  a  tlme.
"Booth afterward  stated  ho had  tried
another  man  for  the  place  he  wanted
mo  t.o  tat(e,  who  had  become  frlght-
ened,   and   would   not   joln   hlm.     Ilo
would  not  hal.e  cared` lf  he  had  sacL
+lflced him.    I  told hlm  I  dld  not  thlnk
lt was.right  to  speak  in  that  manner.
He 'anld  the  man  was  a  cowartl  and
not   fit   to   live;   urgcid   mo   agaln   to
joiii;   sold  I woum  not  want  for  mon-
ey  ag  long  ;a  I  ll`'e(I.     He  stated  he
was  near  thei  President  up'on  Inaugu-
ration  day,  addlng:    .What  an  excel-
lent chance I had to klll the Presldent
lf  I  wished  then.' "

When.  however.  the  war  had  vlrtu-

-r_
son   was   arrc.sted   and   tried,   he  w8B
iLc(iu!tt.d  or  the  jury  .dl§agreed.    The

i]pon  them  imex|)ectedly  while  cross-
ing  the  rl`.er  to  return  home,  Harold

::a.fn:`;::::i:::;Ste::;.S:es;st:h;;na,°}?'l:::S::£n:):;=}e:is:egca:r;ep;;::oed;;hnegu:::8t:haa±dfneg£::
man  and  did  not  know  M-rs.   Surratt.iwounded.     While   crosslng   the   river,
When  she  v'as  called   lly  the  officers  Harold   confessed   the  crlm®,   and.   as

b¥;orsew°{;h:,I;ethheL`8efne9nvceerc`,Saej.:edh`h:i:::tc:P:1:i:,;t:tneos;,...:.,:iatstso°8Sah,?C:::
``-as  dl`qftuised  in  a  measure,  and  thatimade    no     reply...     Be]ng   Jolned   by
she   n'as   `Jory   n.ar§1ghted   `1nd   inca-|other  eonfederat€s,   they   flmily  f``r-
pril]le`  al timc`s  of  di8tingui8hing  Peo-n|shed  Booth.  .h.ho  sald  he  Wanted  to
plc,  there  T`.as  evidence  golng to  Show !pass under the name ot Boyd, a horse,.
that    her    `'lsion    Was    better    than|and  |n  that  way   he  finally  reached
claimed.                                                               :Mr.  Garrett'8  house  ln  Vlrglnla,  and

Some   ;.earF  afterwards].   when   her|was   captured   ln   hls   bal.n.     I   rec.ill
T`.lth  what.Intense  lntet'est  Gen.  Ew-
lng  6t  Ohio,  who  was  pre8ont  at  the

record  agalllst  him  i8,dinner,  ||stened to  thls  story.  the -lastevidence  ln  the
that  he  was  on  Intimate  terms  vylth(I  ever  heard  from.  any of. the  Partlci-

:::n:0:£:I::::::'e:nt:°tfh:htea::rr:y8:amr:lpafthse::etrh:9e±r:.8:::;oncorbett,.who
weeks before,. and  fled  upon  the  nlght  was   a   member  of   the   party   wh]ch

3:I::`::,:;{';fBt°a°jr:gs::`ongpitehs::,ctnhtea°npa|;foutFdehaas;:S.£::tt,::.`,ff#eanttceevr,tdae':::SLu,rt€erids¥u:c:::h'[ssh:tdhetbmat°arb,:°q:emB:
holding   hlm  as  a  prisoner   at   R|ch.!to  convict..    If  the  President  had  Seen.t|on.    The  general  |mpre88|on  among

£°::h:::¥o:i:'P]£nTahd:;a:'Sdse:sg;::a:a::reEn:tfe¥(::trt:i::si61:b¥:uto:be::for::hpa;::r€;:'8o€;i:
rlrlse. he wiould not stay his hand,  and   W0qld  not  hat.e  bee.n  forthcoming.
Went  forward  and  consummated   the ( hes°knf::  &BSoo::.,  ¥outd:n]Sanc°tnncte]rmn:td;
fatal  act.

No question  has  ever  been  rcLised  as
Jto  the  convlctlon  of  six  of the  prlson-
el.g. but'so far as MI.s. Surratt  and  Dr.
Mriddare concerned, it ls clalmed  there
wasnotgutriclent  evidence  upon whlch
to ba8ea death sentence for the .former
and  one  6f  life  lmprisonmont  for  the
latter.    Reading    o`'er    tl`e    e`.ldence
n€t¢r  the  lapse  cf  40  years,  and  Seek-
ing   to   dlmtnate   an}.   pxpjudlce   ac-

ii:]r;c:er;eyTh?r:Pu:,:Fho::.fe[b:eio?:g::#d:Sia;:s:
Surratt  guilty,   wlth   the  p.obablllty
they  would  have  acted  otherw]se  ln
the  c.e® o[ in.  Mudd.

aT,::g:V`pdaerntceofag;Ln,:;¥q,esacutrr:tpt:
ear.   to   be   reliable,   was   that   her

lodglng  house  on  H  Street .was   fre-
quebted by three of the prlriclpal con-
~::lr#:rs:ftBe:toho'nwohf°tcha#;P:F?£:

#1;.::,,¥:•!p8..lnatlon.  Payn®,
there  for several  daly8  and  whom  cho
had met and knew, and At.zoroth, who
w.a8`_ver!r  tamtlldr  _in _th_a .nou.ehold:

wlth  the-  mrtl"

•h?  fL8Basslnatlop,

way Bo  far as lt appeared,  for a.veral
'month8     before     tohe     assagslnatlon.
'There  waf)  no  evidence  of  Ills   tielng

concerned  ln  the  consplracy.    Booth'8
broken   leg   carried   him   to  the   doc-
tor's,  where he remalned the day after
the  murder.    D`Iring  thls  time  Booth
cut   off   his   mustache,   and   although
the  doctor  disc'lp.Iined  at  one  time  he
knew  the  man   wag  Booth,, he  could
hardly   have   been   under  hls   cha.rge
as  a  patient  tor  Several  hours  wlth-
out   making  .the   identlflcation   clear.
if-Dr.- Mudd  hid  stated  freely  faTthia
ofrlcer8`  when   they  .called   upon  hltn
that   Booth   and   Harold   had   been
there,  there  was  no  more  e`'ld.nce  to
connec`t   hlm    "'ith    the    afralr   thall
Floyd,   the   t```rern   kfiepi`l.,   ``'ho   Was
told  by   H'ar.)ld.  "'hen  he  wont  there
tc  ge`Lthe  "'eaponB,   the}'  had  aBsas-

adiat'S:;`orfeHd::;:+£~:i:;,-8-!s~a-giie;i::i['ariijo*;at;..:hreaf:}t

i:t::ste°e,nhgerB:::£mup:::::I:tat;I::(:i:`.r:'::i,'°r::?teij':;::'g::;a:°:i:i:-?:£:;-e:`v:-rd;:=
and  left  a  package

Jus.
Tea-

and  falslfled.  but  hlB  act]on  Th.as  llmlt-

ug,   ho``'ever,   at   the   time,   gathered

:;°aThge°':ie8rsk,:,.ehd°b¥:%r:reet::nt.Was---Ait-hougn  tn® record  co-v®rii[Jffi=

denoe  of. hundredB  ot  wltncaee8,  from
Gen.  Oramt  down  to  "IIemon,"  a  col-
ored  boy  about  Ford'B  Theatre,  and
open.   up   a   multltud®   of  que.tlon8,
there  ls  but  little  Bald  a8  to  any  ab-
prehenslon   ot   the   Pre!ident   as   to
I.elng  so  tal[en  off.   Chat.lea  A.  I)aha,
asslstaht iecretary of war, testlned he
carrled  8olne .uBplclou8  letters  to  the
President,  whose only  notice  ot  them
``'as  to file them  with  others endorsed
"Assasslnation."     Ono   Welckman,   a
clerk   ln   the   war   department,   who
boarded  u.lth  Mrs.  Surratt  and whose
e`.ldence  was  vital  to  her  case.  Stated
that  he  had  obser`'ed  the  Secret  Con-
ferences  at  the  horise  and  bald  epoken
to  hls  chief  as  to  t`.hat  wac  lnte`ndea
hy  the  same,  but  Could  come  to  no
concluBlon.    The  confederate- record.,
also iubmltted to the court,  contained
off®rB  Of  people to  klll  or  capture  the

#Pre8ldent.buttheywerefilemom  with  other  papers  and
n  Com-
.&ctlon

ta'ken..    Last  act  ot  all  Col.  'Congers.
`.ho  had  co.nmand  ot the party  cap-
turing  Booth,  testlhed  the  last  words
the dylng man  uttered were,  "Tell my
mother  that  I  dled  for  my  country,"
a p]tlful  en,ding to thlB  fl.lghtful tl.ag-
edy.,             EV-rlRETT a. BUMpus.


