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N THE
night of
April 14,

1865, President
and Mrs. Lincoln
invited General
and Mrs. Grant
to accompany
them to Ford’s
Theater; but
General and Mrs.
Grant wanted to
see their children
and left on the
six o’clock train
for Burlington,
New Jersey. So
the President in-
vited Miss Clara
Harris, daughter
of Senator Har-
ris, of New York,
and Col. Henry
R. Rathbone to
gowith them. As
they entered the
theater the audi-
ence arose and
gave the Presi-
dent agreat-ova-
tion. He bowed
his acknowledg-
ment and took
his seat in the
box.

During the
performance of
the play, Our
American
Cousin, John
Wilkes Booth
entered the the-
ater. He was an
extremely hand-
some man of
twenty-six and

THE SATURDAY

EVENING POST

%Jlu't}ll y Aitet

///4/4-’"«-7&
. Sep e
/u-//{'fffaut/ /f’;"
S
POl [ J-C .

,47

/2"11’() p= /?/14444,4—(,_ kwu z"‘”
;D S Lo S P o
/a—/ ro For s S £l nl, ot
/{&/44114‘_/2) /— oo vt /‘4_
»—f’y lorKova e 44¢‘-~/
e s e T e NS
7 STet. LtedTdm st oyrhcya”c
> A“/‘—d}/ﬂ e 2 /17:. J((&/
¢ Am& o .,///M g ./4-”‘.‘ /,._
/" ,(2{/4 Eh e Dt oA <,
tbdlee . f Lot foo o ,___;,,,,_'

-
‘L r e/ 2

/ . - /’":-‘ Lt
Ma—/ A/ 1..44///44.-44-»:;‘,-1&.«-
ﬂt,l: ok e ,2,,. o 1recce
/K D et Lpro, &

/r(ﬁvﬂr e ~2 # //:.-4_ /«u’é/& -
.g’ 4—14—) d/"{ /d- m("' /‘rq /‘./
rpie ol P

dhd""“,’-ac/
S =7 e

4,44.4/—( >

: d =, e = I died for my
P M o > ﬂ“ﬂ:tf,. I did
s ., T e what I thought
ﬁ“’-—éf-‘) o - < % be:t.” He said
//-c.n,’((..«y Bttt v o Sy "/‘“‘——CJ( =
I‘- 4«4—-—-44, /‘,.(4 g m
e &,«_, / " da;s.:‘llSA.u.
o . an i two
/ / < ‘_‘44.-_.. % hourslater, April
.j""/""‘“‘ﬂ‘. Corw M 4’. ‘ 26, 1865, twelve
bz >y M '2 i 4@ mt?(
'4-44411 @4 /::-.,4_4. e : gl:sldont Lin-
""-9 & AZiez . % "’"“J‘ Booth's body
sewed i
Faisy Lkl ei.? Zi.. an B blankat
4‘47 < Att&a‘-ﬁ—.-,"““’“_;:_‘“ .'m an ,‘.ﬂé‘: to
6’ e ‘z':a-v 2l :‘).& lnsp:h:edn:

on board the
steamer Ide. At
Alexandria it

was well known
to the managers
and employes of
the theater.

Ten minutes
later he entered
the presidential
box. Creepingup
behind the Presi-
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Zc—“_l in double irons.

% After com-

plete identi-

fication, Booth’s

body was put in

a pine box and

dent, he shot him

in the head just back of the left ear. Dropping his
derringer pistol, he drew a long knife with which he
slashed Colonel Rathbone, who tried to stop him.
Leaping out of the box onto the stage, his legs passed
between the folds of the flag decorating the box.
His spur caught in the fringe, throwing him nine
feet to the stage, breaking his ankle.

With a cry ““Sic semper tyrannis’ —Thus always
with tyrants—he fled through a stage door, jumped
on a saddled horse held by a boy, rushed out of
the alley through the streets, crossing the Potomac
over Anacostia Bridge into Maryland, arriving at
Dr. Samuel Mudd'’s residence at Bryantown, Mary-
land, thirty miles from Washington, at four o’clock
next morning.

The Capture of Booth

OCTOR MUDD set his broken ankle, and Booth,

joined by one of his fellow conspirators, Herold,
left that afternoon and hid in a thicket for five
days. Finally crossing the Rappahannock River,
they reached the Garrett residence near Bowling
Green, Virginia, April twenty-fourth.

When a company of United States cavalrymen
arrived, Booth hid with his confederate, Herold, in
Garrett’s barn. When he refused to surrender,
Lieut. Col. Everton J. Conger, of Ohio, threw a rope
of lighted straw into the barn and set fire to a pile
of hay. As the flames made the interior brilliant,
Sergeant Boston Corbett, through a crack, shot
Booth with a pistol. As he sank down, the soldiers
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secretly buried
under a stone
slab in a cell in the old Government Penitentiary, a
part of the Government Arsenal, where it remained
until February 15, 1869, when President Andrew
Johnson gave Edwin Booth permission to remove

it to the family burial plot in Green Mount Ceme- A

tery, Baltimore.

A Historic Correspondence

HE letter of Edwin Booth to General Grant,

presented herewith, formerly belonged to Gen.
Adam Badeau, who was on General Grant’s staff. All
of General Badeau's letters were left to M. George
Corsa, of Ridgewood, New Jersey, for mauy years
Badeau'’s private secretary.

Mr. Corsa died about two years ago and willed
his estate to Mrs. Ella F. Cooper, of Ridgewood, New
Jersey. Mrs. Cooper sold the letter at auction No-
vember 1, 1923, in the Anderson Galleries, New York,
to Dr. A. S. W. Rosenbach for one thousand dollars.

When I read of the sale I asked Doctor Rosen-
bach if he would give me a photographic copy of
the letter; he did so, and I started hunting for a
possible answer from G Grant. After diligent
search through the New York Public Library and
the histories of Lincoln’s assassination and John
Wilkes Booth's capture, I found no reference to it
anywhere, and believe this is the first knowledge of
its existence. -

Failing to find any record of Booth’s letter to
Grant in New York, I went to Washington and

(Continued on Page 56)
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BOOTH’S LETTER TO GRANT

Continued from Page 20
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