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I,  Wll.on  I).  Kenzl®   ,  8eventy-e®ven  year.  of  age   ,mk®

the  f®11owlng  .tatem®nt    of  how  I  b®cane  &equalnt®d with  John

Wi]k®e  Booth,  the  fLct®r     and  a®-a88in  of  President  I]inoom    aLnd

how  I  2mow  he  wag  not  killed   .

I  enli8ted  the  5th.  day  of August  1861    in  the

Federal  Arny    at  H11e®,  rmichigan   `in  Company   'F",   Sixth  Michigan

Volunteer.    and  was  ordered  to  liew  Orleans    and  in  186§£ in  may

and  re-enlisted  ln  Co.   IIF"  First  Uhlt®d  Stated  Artillery,    in

November  1862  dad  wag  quartered  ln  Hew  Orleans   .     Our  Quarters

1n  New  Orlean3  was  a  very  attraetlve  place    and  vL8ited  by  a

great  maLny  people,  among  then being  John  Wilke8  Bfoth  ,  who  wag
a  frequent  caller.

The  firet  time  he  cane  there    he  had  a  p&8s    and  all

were  required  to  have  passes  who  cane  there  to  enter  our  quarters   .

He  attracted  n]y  attention    arid  the  Second  time  he  called       I

lntz)oduoed  ny8elf  to  him    and  &t  thaLt  introduction  he  told  m®  h®

was  John  Wllkes  Booth.

Booth was  very  fond  of  good  horses  and we  had  .a  great

marry.  in  the  8ervlce     aLnd  durl]ng  these  meetings  aLnd  intervlew8    we

t>ecane  very  good  friends  and  a8BoclateB   ,   coverlang  a  p=eriod  of

a-oout  four  months    Bo  the.t  ny  haowledge  and  acquaintance  with  him

was   impressed  upon  qy  mind   .    Afterwards  the  whole  Comparur  knew

him     .     Joe  ZIBgen  of  our  Company  ]cnew    Booth    as  well  a.a   I  did   .

In  May  }863  we  were  ordered  out  on  the  Red  river  expedition    and

took  part  in  the  battle  of Marchville  Plains    on  Bankg'  retreaLt,
when we  went  into  the  battle  we  had  li+O  men       ln .our  Company    and

when we  cane  out,  we  had  only  23  men  left    and  from  there  we

marched  to  Plackunen  on  the  banks  ol- the  m8sisslppi  river     ,  there
we  got  transportation  by  steamer  back  to  New  Orleans     .

I  was  First  Sargent  oI-  Company  "I"  and  hed  chagnge    of

these  men  our   our  return  to  lFTew  OrleaLns    and  quartered  in  a  cotton
press     for  a  while     and  Ideut,   HhBk±n  (W.InHaskin)  was  the
comma,nding  officer  of  the  Company       and  he  wwent  to  Washington
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about  June  1863  and  made  application  to  ha;ve  the  Company  sent

north   which  had  never  been  in the  north  Since  the  Mexican war

and  was  the  oldest  company.  in  the  Service  of  the  U.S.Arny     .

Then  after  he  went  to  Washington    I  had  orders  to  bring

the  Comparry  consl8ting  of  twenty-three  men,  including  ny8elf    to

W.a8hington   .

I  left  Hew  Orleans  and  landed  at  New  York with ny  ttwenty-

three  men    ,  where  they  all  deserted  me    ,  so  I  went  on  to

Washington  alone  from  New  York    and  at  Wa8hlngton  I  reported  to

General  Auger'8  headqzrarterg       ,  who  wa81n  command  of  the  defenoee

at  Wa8hingtoni  where  I  also  met  General  I).D.  Dfina  Provost  mr8hall.  .

General  Augers  refused  to  have  anything  to  do  with me    ag  he  had

no  jurisdiction  over  the  regular  arngr  ;  'out  he  instructed  me  to

report  to  the  War  Department  for  instruction  ,  which  I  did    and

after  Several  hours  I  was  adzuitted  to  the  presence  of    E.RI.Stanton,

Seo'v.   ot  VIa.I   .

I    ideatlmed  nysolf with  Compa]ry  .F.,    by  showing  ny

credentials    to  the  8athsfaction of  Sec'y.  Stanton    ,  then  he

turned  around  and  introduced  me    to  hl8  aeBlstant  &6  Cozxpany   Ugiv'

of the  Flr8t  United  States  Artillery which  Compaz]y  had not  been

north  81nc®  the  Hexlcan  War+  .           I  was  sent  by  Secly.   Stanton    to
t

a  hotel  on  «F"  8treet  ln  Wa8hlngton  City   with  instructions  to

report  every  morni]ng  to  Sec'y.  Stanton  ,  until  further  orders     .

I  remained  &t  the  hotel  for  two w6ek©  until  every  man

came  back  ,  then we  were  ordered  to  Camp    Berry  ln  Washington  City

After  we  weat  to  Camp  Barry  IIaskin  returned  and  took  Charge  of

the  Company    and  began  t`i  recruit  the  Compairy  up  to  the  Standard

of  12+ men  ,  Lleut.  Ha8kin  being  the  only  col-miBsioned  officer,

Sec'y.  Stanton        appointed  Hardmen  P.  Norris  as    2nd.  I.ieut.   in

Co,.   "F",  First  United  States  Artillery,    who  married  Sec'y.   Stant.on.a

niece  at  Horristown,  Pa.

Ha8kin  was  transferred  to  another  command  aLfter

was  appointed  2nd.   Li®ut.  who  took  charge  of  the  Compalry     .

Soon  afterwards we  were  transferred  to  Fort  Morton  on Arllntton
Heights    where  we  relflained  at  the  time  of  the  a881nation  of  Pre8
I,incoln,



-3-

Harris  left  the  Company while  we  were  at  Arlington  HeigntB    aLbout

the  time  of  the  aBslnation  of  President  Iiincoln,  which  left  the

Compa,ny  in ]]]y  cha,rge  as  First  Sargent    :?;LE%:arter-Master      Sargent

which  entitled  me  to  a monthly  pa88    which gave  me  the  privilege  of

going  anywhere  ill  W&8hington  ,  night  or  day  and  I  frequently went
to  the  theaters  .

On  the  night  of  the  assination  of  President  Lincoln,   I

went  to  Fordls  theater    and was  present  &t  the  time    that  Booth

killed  President  Iiincoln      .    I  wa,8  looking  at  my  program  and  did

ne`t.}'8ee  Booth when  he  jumped.     I  heard  the  Shot     and  Saw  Booth

standing  on  the  platform.and  recognized  him  lnBtantly  .    I  then

looked  on my  program  to  See  if  Booth was  1n  the  play  'but  did  not

find  him.    Then  I  discovered  the  counotion  on  the  stage    and  in

Lincoln'e  box    ,  then  I  Stood  up    a,nd  8aar  Booth with his  hand
raised
railed    Ahoutlng   "Sic  8®mper  tyrarmu8     "     .     AB  Booth  turned  to  move

off,     I noticed  ffi  that  he  was  dreg8ed with high ridir\g  bogtB  and

I±tfu.+~eg     .   I WaLB badly Scared and jumped up and
beat  lt  and  got  lny.  horse    and went  over  to  Georgetcmi  a8  fast  a8

the  horse  would  carry  me      and  reported  it  over  there     .

Joe  Z18gen    had  been  discharged  from lny  coHp&iny    who  also

]mew  Booth  in  New  Orleans   .1Athen  Llncoln'81a8t  call  came  for  troops

Zi8gen  re-®nllBted  in  Sargent  Corbettl8  Co.     of  the  5th.  GEa8s.

Cavalry     .  Everybody was  looking  for  Booth  in  a  kind  of  free  for

all  game  as  there  had  .been  a big  reward  offered   .    Corbett's    Company

or  the  Comparry.  with which  he  waLs  connected     ,   a8  they  came   out   I

enquired where  they were  going  and  they  told  me  they were  going  out

looking  for  Booth    and   I  Bald  waLit  till  I  get  my  Saddle  on  ngr  hor8®

and  I will  go with you.     I went  in  pursuit with  them     and we  all
brought  up  at  the  Garrett  barn where  Booth was  supposed  to  be    and

Corbett'8  compa,ny  Surrounded  the  barn  .    Boston  Corbett8RE]±  the

They  brought  tne  man  out  a,ndp¢ut

with a blanket  except  his  feet    .

killed  him ln8tant+F   ?  .
him  on  the  porch    and  covered  him
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Joe. Zlggen    had  dlecovered  that  it  waBn.t  J.  Wilkes  Booth    and

then  they  covered  nizn  up  so  no  one  could  gee  his  faLce   ,   ale   I  rode

up  Joe  Zisgen  called  here,  come  here  Sargent     ,  this  ain't  J.

Wllkes  B.oth  at  all     .    Ae  he  attempted  to  uncover  the  corpse  ,  he

was  stopped  by  some  of  the  officers,      his  face  was  exposed  enough

go  I  could  Bee  the  color  of  hl8  hair  and  aide  of  hl9  face    and  from

the  fact  that  this  man  had  Sandy  hair    and  Booth had  very  dark  hair,

I  lmew    at  once  lt  wa8n't  he     .     His   i3oqy was  .expo8®d  ,  the  lower

part      of  it  and  he  had  no  injured  leg  that  I  could  eec    a,nd  he  did
not  have  on  ridir)g  boots   ,  but  I  think  ordinarF  shoes      and  I  81zod

him up  aLs  being    an      ordinary  Virginia  farmer   ,  what  I  do  ]mow  and

positively  state    that  it waLs  not  the  body  of  John  WilkeB  Booth    .
&  Zi88en,

By  that  time  the  olt-ieerB  cane  up  and  ordered  me/to  keep

still  and  not  say  that  it  w&8n't  Bootp  gaiying  the  least  you  Bay

about  it,  you  are  better  off  .

I  have  examined  the  pictures    of Booth    ilmBtrating  a  book

written  and  published    by  Finis  11.  Bates  ,  called  the  escape  and
Suicide
IH±±fr  of  John  Wilkes  Booth    and  also    of  the    hrmlfied  body     ,now

beiz|g  exhibited    by  Fini8  h  Bates    and  his  lessees  and  pronounce¢

those  pictures    as  the  pictures  of  John  Wilkes  Booth      and  as  the

body  of  John  wilkes  booth           .

I  wag  discharged  fr.om  the  Service  at  Fort  Trunbull,Conn.

on. the  13th.  of  Nov.  1865    and  as  I  was  taking  ny  leave  from the

Officers  ®larterB,   I  was    handed    this  recomendation  to    Lieu.t
®                           copy

Haskin.                                                        °Fort  Trunbull,New  hondon,Conn.
ro  all  whom  lt  rna;y  concern:-                               i:iovember  I+th.  1865.

I  take  great  pleaBJure  in  recomending  to  your  favorable
=:#e3.6.kh:uB±::;:W#8£vgeg::£it±:tfe±S€:€%:8:n:e°8o:3mfanyfo:Fu.
three years    and  I  here  never  found  him wanting  either  in  knowledge
of  his  dutleB  or  ln wllllngne89  to  perform  then  .    He  has  been  an
honest,  faithful.  sober  and  intelligent  soldier    and  an  ornament
to  his  Station.

( Signed )                       W.I„Haskin,
lst.  Iit.  Bvt.  major,  let.U.a.

Arty . `'
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I  rode  in  Lincoln.a  funeral  procession    a8  escort    from  the

White  House  to  the  Capit:al  down  Penn8ylvamia  Aveme     .     We  had

in  the  nelgflborhood  of  one  hundred  horses,  half  ol-which we  white

an.d  half were  black.    The  horses  were  all  drapped  in mourning,  the

white  ones  in  black and  the  black  ones  in white   .    I  rode  a white

horse  draped  in  black    .    Everything was  kept  draped  dn  mourning

on  parade  for  Six  months     ,  horses  and  men    .

Signed,  exected  and  delivered  ln  triplicate.

State  of  Wi8con8in,   )
88,

County  of  Rock,            )

Persona,1]y  appeared  before  me  J.  Sherwood

Bow,  a notary  public    duly  qualified  and  acting    for  the  State
and  CoLmty  aforesaid  ,   Wilson  I).  Kenzie     ,  well  ]mown  to  me  to  be

the  person  executing  this  instrument     ,  who. states  that  the  matters
and  thlng8    Bet  forth  in  the  above  and  foregoing    Statement    i8
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