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WAS IT WILKES BOOTH?

tecent Territory WIill Not Be Sepa-

rated From Interesting
Mystery.

TULLAHOMA, Tenn., April 4.—(Spe
cial.)—On the 17th of January last D. E.
George committed suicide by taking poison,
al the Grand Avenue Hotel, 5l Reno,
Ok \41 (reorge was a wealthy resident of
Hn Cerritory, but little was known of his
history, as he never spoke of his past
| life Lo anv one so far as can be learned.

Just prior to committing the fatal act
Georze made the startling statement that

\
|
‘ln' was none other than John Wilkes

Booth. the assassin of President Lincoln.
He stated that after the assassination he
had eluded the officers and had since trav-
eled around the world. He said he had
made his home for a while in the moun-

 tain country of Tennessee, and that he

| had marvied during his stay in this State

His confession created a great sensation
and an investigation was at once insti-
tuted. Svrgeons examined the body and
found the leg broken in the manner Booth's
is said to have been injured at the time
of the tragedy.

In 1872 there was a widow living at |

Sewanee. ~Tenn., by the mame of Mrs.
Lonise .. Payne. About that time a
sfrancer. handsome and of good address,
appeared on llu scene and soon won the
affections of the widow. resulting in their
marriage. After the wedding, so 1t is stated
by some of the members of the rayne fam-
ilv now living in Tullahoma, George told
his wife that he was the assassin of Lin-

LAURA IDA BOOTH.

edln and that his right nmame was John
Wilkes Booth. Noon after marriage (eorge
Booth, started to the Indian Territory,
‘but on reaching Memphis he informed
his wife that he was being shadowed by
detectives and was in imminent (langor
He disappeared that same day, since w hich
time the wife has never heard from him.
The deserted woman returned to friends
at Pelham, Tenn.. where she gave birth
te o daughter in the fall of '72. The child
was christened Lawra Ida Booth, that
name having been suggested by (eorge,
alias Booth, before he disappeaved. Laura
Ida Booth is now an actress hiving in New
 York city. She married an actor in that
city named Charles Le Vine, and it is he
and his wife, Laura lda, who are now en-

deavoring to establish the identity of the
man who committed suicide at Kl Reno,
Okla., in January last. !

Mrs, Le Vine has a half brother living
in Tullahoma, and he iz positive in his
convietions that the suicide is none other
than his step-father, John Wilkes Bpoth,
the. assassin of President Lincolu.

A ‘number of letters have been received
by Micajah Payne, the stepson of the
n)x])pmv(l Booth, from the mayors of Guth-
vie, and Enid, Oklahoma, in which they
say that all the evidence and indications
in the case point to the fact that D. K.
(Jeorge, the suicide, was in truth John
Wilkes Booth, the assassin of Abraham
Linco!n.

BURNED TO DEATH.
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