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of  |[r.  Lincoln  he  then  si)oke,  not   in  affecteci  terms  of  regard  or

admiration,  but  ipaying  a  simple  a,n'i  sincere  tribute  to  his  goodness  of  char-

acter,  honesty  of  .r.]ur.:)ose,   and  Christian  desire  to  be  faithful  to  his  duties

according  to   sucli  lig`ht  a.s  w::Ls  given  him.     Also  to  ills  official  purity  and

freedom  from  avarice.     The  Southern  i]ress  labored  in  the  early  part   of  the

war  tc  render  Hr.  lincoln  abhorred  and  contemjptittle:   but   such  efforts  were

ag:`inst  his  :iudgment,   and  met   such  oi.i|]osition  as  his  multii)lied  ca.res  and

labors  would  itermit.     Behind  I.Ir.  I.incoln.   riuring  his  first  term,   stood  an

infinitely  more   objectionable  and  less   scr-xpulous   successor   (LIP.  I]anlin);

and.  the  blow  that   struc]{  down  the  President   of  the  United  States  would  |>1ace

that   successor  in  pcwer.    `..'/hen Mr.  Lincoln was  reinaugurated,   the  cause  of

his  peo-pie  was  hopeless,   or  very  nearly  so  -  the  struggle  only  ;ustifiable  in

continuance  by  its  better  attitude  foi-  obtai]iing  terms;   and  from  no  ruler  the

United  States  could  have.  might  terms   so  generoTds  have  been  exiiected.       IIr.

Lincoln  was  kind  of  heart,   natura.lly  longing-for  tile  glol.y  and  repose  of  a

second  term  in  `peace.     Mr.  J,oi.inson,   being  from  the  South,   dare  not   offer   such

libel.al  treatment;  his  motives  wc-Jild  be   impugned.     In  every  embittered  national

str-Liggle,   iiroposals  to  assassinate  the  I`ival  rei)resenttitives  were  common,   eman-

ating  from  different  classes  of  men,  with  different  in.otives`;   from  spies  o.f  the

enemy.  wishing   to   obtain  evidence  how   such  .iircposals  would  be  received;   from

fanatios9   religious  cr  -rjatriotic,   believing  the  act  wo-iild  prcive  accei.table  to

IIeaven;   from  lunatics,   driven  mac`i  by   suf±-erings  connected  with  the   struLc;;g`1e;
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and  from  boastful  and  often  cowardly  desperadoes,   seeking  gold  and  notoriety

by  attexpting,   Cr  1..romising  to  attemi.t,   the  crime.     At  the   time   it   occurred,

HI..1incc]ln's  death,   even  by  natural  causes.  would  have  been  a  serious   in5ur;v`

to  the  prospects  o+L`  the  South;   but   tile  mariner  of  his  taking-off,   frepz5ring  the

I`:orthern  mind,  was  the  last  Crowning  calamity  of  a,  despairing  and  defeated.

though  righteous  cause.


