
He Was Nearly Imprisoned
When hincoln Was Snot£

Perhaps  I)a tine more vlvldly _i.eniemberf[
bbc  scene af the nib.bt  or LIJ]coln'B assaed-
natlon than Mr.I. G. .Jaquoee,a soldier of
this  city. who  ei]]lstea and  was &worB  in
ot   I]&TJ.isburg,   Pa.,   with   Company   I,
First  Rlflco,  PeunsylvaniaL  Reserve  Volm-
teer t}orpe, May 15,1861,  a_ndwbo partlct.
p'ated   ln  set-erat  batt)es *n(le in t,he  6er-
vice.    His  rectmeD€  was betser  krio`wn  &8
"Eal]e's   Bucktalls.''  among   the   fLrBt  to
respond   to  I.incoln'8  can  for  tl]rec-yeaTB'
men.   Ire  reeentlJ frave  me the  fonowlng
aoG.jul]t  c.f` how  near  tLe  came  to Lroing to
the  old  Capitol  Prlaon  under  suspictoii ae`
a  cousplrator.

` `The Eii.;.ht Itresident Llnc.oln was assasEl-
natet},"   I]e  said,  "I   was   t.t  the   tlicater.
ai]d   sat  ln  the   (lTess  circle  nearly  oppo-
site   the   Preutdeot,  his  `vife   .|nd  Major
RaLhbone.    1  went there ex|]t!cting  to ,Bee
Geli. _Grant,  as  it ttas .reporti'd tbac Lin-

1  colri and -Grant woul.I both be tziere.  Grans
had    been.  unexpeete(]IF   called   to   h-ew
York  and  "'fls  not there.-   "Wi`ll,  the  play   was  l]earl}.  over  when

€nere  was  a pistol shat.    Llr}c.o]n  harJ been
leaning  forward  with ti{S  at'm8  resting on
the  front {?I tliepox.    E`.c.I.Tone  was-quiet.
for  it  seemed  for  a  mo]Iient Lint.oin  had
dropped  his  head  on  b]s  arms apparentlr
to  rest,  when .hf`re  was  a  a-udden  shriek
from   lf rs.  LincoTln;  theo   a   rna.n  jumpet}
over   the  frtmt  +dr  the   box  and. hung  by
tiis  hanoB  witri  his  face   toivard  the  b{7x.

}  He droppetlto the floor, sh`[fftc.(]diaLronally
across  the Stage  with his  face toward the
audience  ana in  a tTafric  mat.:nor, iTith }il`9
I::¥:n:a;s:]dag:gbeo,yj?it:;:c]ffi; a pistol  it]

saltl  some-
thing   but   few   understoo{t,  "Sic  ,seinpi.r
t}'rannis,'.'  and  tn€p  a terribl..  i.p.ri[L.nient
ensued.

``Meh   and  won.ezL   wept  atid   moaTied.

I Before.Bo{>tn   gotj  ocToss  the   stage   two
I large men by the tlame  of Stewar€, brotli-

[t:I:.%j:`]:r¥i¥:::?L::`;t'ehiuogn::c:±s:t::{h:e&n±t¥i::r:

DoetorB  hurried  to  the  box   to  find  the
victim  still  ali`'e  I)i:b -uneom5{.totls.      After
Lincoln   was   Lrorno   away  _a   friend   an.I
I  freBtinto the box.      There  were tloubLe
boxes on each tier, aha a tralTc`w hall was
_madle   tiack   ol  the  front   box  I.eadj]ig  I.o
tbe   rartliest   a-Ilo,I and  theii   a  petition

I fderlLbetween  tlle  two  boxes.       As  tl]®
President  -was   tli¢re.  tblB  I)edtiop   wasL taken  do-wn:  lcavlng  the  nail  still there,

-  a  door leacting from i6 to t7ie dress c-Ire]e.
;     .`Boctti,   or   ftlB  agslstant8,   natt   dug   a
. frole ln the wall ( Liefore hand) and papeT€d
f:Sh:Vh%.e.aTn]:]a:nne!:hn6dhpercp:afedogba]Bnt.£kt*:
I |oc|z  of  t)!e  tlf.or  to  the  elld  of  tlle  ha]t.

WaitirLg  he  c[Ianco   while'  all  wot]ld   be
looking  a€  tnc  p)ap,  Bcoeh  (jri.dL    `Wen,
the  d(ior  to. tl]e  ITilll  tiad  bet.n  burst  rjpeni` end  t.he   cttok.  a>totie  tlirce  feof  ]oug   bp

.OfLtL and one--lia)r to .wci imles, had rallen
eo   €be   {Lo{.r..iLnd   e®   tti®y   carrietl   the
]'res{den€  out.,   btootl   Ji&d   rnllen   on   trLe

' stick   lti+arl}   its   cDttre  ]i.ngtb.    I   pfoketl

#;':!n.,#t,:,nrt%'rr¥,Itrfutodm„'ho¥i
v..ry nnxLoub to ltlke ft; *Ith blm to H&lq¢.
8o  [nat]y  *erL. begglpg pfecea Of tlib I.k*
I  Iiltl lt fl] lpf  room  .or fearr  ct laling tt`uttog.ether.

•.'l`!ic   Ill.x€  SjLt,iirda}-.  aL   wock   8rtdr  tlre

iisi*?ia>dnatii»ii.  a   i"38icngt:I  from  tTIC  ``.ar
Dcpartilrent7 carrf p to  me  |us& a.  *e  were
scarti!ig  how.|'   rf{«p  €lxp  nfflce,  aml  ckld
t.h:Lb a  gergc?fit  €Lt?il  i.e`.crm:  mldion  wac i
ae  my   bod,t'(JlrLg  bid;eo.  &Iid   were  ln   tar
lun"  turniitg   L.`.L`ngtbiitL'   'topBy   turTer'

:,:.#:,I`o..r`.j{£.-i:;!C{t.,roaend&uhnokg.=f=

#::®&ueintu%ncite##B£:w¥rou£'ahin]aeb#!
iakc  m=;  Lo  b}ic   thcatcr.  Th.blch   trls  the  '

%,mep£=.:¢#t£-Eave¥E;£h.enrfugro?p.€J

should obey, t]ut ac last .vt.elfled.  I objtrfu.
to 'golng  altjlig  the  streict8  under  gun.rd,
so  the  detective  toolt  me tn  his  carriage.

`.`Vhen ".e rcacnex] the  War I}eparrment
the  commission  hatl  atutiumed  and  gone'

%`::.ag:tec[:[`:eet¥ekeer,,±:dth;,C::tedtgj
8ergcant stepped  up  aild  ffild  I  nut

;:::ns:,,,T;r[:::b,ee¥%:::eg::{n€::j#\
:.:dn::Taen¥hhoc„%ad¥8enc&rinrdesin¥&b¥€ra
be   con,sentea  Co  leo  me   Calk   frbeaa  o[
him.   i+-'nen  wc   reactied  ihc  [neate` the
offtcers zz*ib t]s,  ]erkch  me  rtideLy  I)r tb.
&Imas t'Lioogh I was the aesastin.   I aekiti
them  to   hear  tL].|  sergeant  and  ttre  dkr1

:i:I:Lge;:b:::::h¥yg:e:I,dafieoy£8%i&goiE
``Old  Capitol  I'rison."

t`h`:,:,a:tttt;Lcen::,gaf;.:::Chaomfatu]P,£getlnfadto°|
my  story,  find,  greatly  So  n]y  rclier.
let inej5q., Bl#jok hands, and asked to te
cusea,' 6a}ring lt  war dD  .xciting tin)e,
tl!ef  wanted  to See  tliat  nctnlng escQpe4
ti,:.n:I:£:scfeto£:::¥{goupeueTt:onfngtaten;
•to  i]rison,  wl.Lcli  was  a  very  undr8lr?l]Ie,

|ilace in C]!ose days.   I  wac one or the wit-i
ness.a at tlie trial or the cousplratorB; !&w I
opb=eoaeLoo\d:£u=£¢,:tg`Ot`tr,:.;£.EL#.i:S#gE

¥l]i§,  witti au aml e`-errthilig used  b`y tno
consiril'ators. iB  deposited ill  8I!e  ju(i8€  ad+ I

¥::::wa;i:C;::|'fi:¥`u¥£.nat;Ci::i'ntH¥th:{¥:
coln, as in I 856 I  wa`s for many modtl]8 iD
llliflois,  stoixping ,`t  13ecattir  and   Clitlton.
``.lierL`  I  iiiet  and  saw  very  n]ucn  or thi.
great iuan.  `•..I`liat terrible nigo.1B a l{whg nrenro[F.~
and tli. oltl 8i]Ldii`rs who rallied to the cell,
of Abri`li,|i`i Lincoln wirl be .hc last to fo.:
get c.very inciaent conncete`l  ".itli. pr .rj•'                                     -1LD


