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Details of His Actirns During

His Closing Hours

.

A New end Interesiing Acconnt of

the Tragedy

'

Told by Members of the Garreit
Family.

(Copyrighted, 18J7.)
‘Washington, D. C., April 14, 1897,
Thirty-two years ago President Atb-
raham Lincoln w nated. On
the night of April 14, 1855, while in a
private box at Ford's theatre, Wasa-
ington, he received a murderous \\‘ound‘
from John Wilkes Booth, the actor, |
and expired the next morning at about |

ass

o'clock.
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The chief items in the {lig
may be stated as follows:
Crossed Navy Yard
Maryland, 10:30 P. m.,

Arrived at Dr. y
April 15.

Concealed himself in “Cox’s Pines,”
April 16, 17, 18, 19, 20.
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Surprised and shot in Garrett Harn,
between 2 and 4 a. m., April 26.

Died in Garrett house about 7 a.
April

On Monday, April 24, at about noon,
as Booth lay in a wagon at the ferry
on the Conway side of the Rapnahan-
2aoc river in Virginia, accompaniad by
David Herold, his accomplice and com-
panion in the flight, who was standing
a few paces off, three men rode up
clad in Confederate uniform. They
were ex-Confederates returning home
—Maj. M. B. Ruggles, Lieut. A. R.
Bainbridge and William Jett, a young
man of about 20 years. Herold ap-
proached the new arrivals, and in a
short time had told them that 1is com-
panion was Booth, the assassin cf
President Lincoln. He then asked
them for ascsistance in removing 2ooth
to a place of safety. Ultimately, the
entire party crossed the Rappahan-
nock, and Booth was carripd to the
house of Mr. Garrett, about three miles
from Port Royal, on the Caroline side,
where they arrived just before 3 o’clock
Here Miss Holloway's narrative be-
gins.

The Garrett house, which is still
standing, was a plain but neat and
substantial . frame dwelling with two
stories and two rooms on each floor
with a hall tetween. It had expansive
porches on each side whare the halls
ended, and a small porch at one end,

m.

26.

upon which opened one of the rooms,
One s Fooms on the first floor
; £ S ng room, and the
other as Mrs, Garrett’s chamber., In
the yard were out-houses—ag, carriage
house, a barn; a tobacco house, a kit-
chen, used also as the dining room, and
other buildings after the fashion ot
the time The distance was about
fifty miles due north to ‘Washington,
“thout forty to -Richmond and- the
place was almost on a straight line be-
tween Washington to Richmond.

On Monday, April 24, 1863, Mrs. Gar-
rett and Willie Gurett were spending
the day at the home of the mother cf
Mrs. Garrett in the neizhborhoed. Jack
Garretv was also away im the after-
noon. At this time Miss Molloway
says she had been teachinz tor about
two in the Garrett family.

The afternoon came clear and pleas-
ant; the trees were just budding, and
the air was peculiarly touched with

the baiminess of spring. Kate Garrett

and Miss Holloway, after’the
meal, and sat at the oncn window
within Mrs. Garrett's room, on the
front of the house, and the senior Mr,

Carrett sat outside in the porch near

them. Nauglil seemed about to happen

to remove the even tenor of a julet

and delightful day. Tha neighborhood

was of the usual routes of travel, with
no railroad in a number of miles, And
| the life was the monotonous one of an
dsolated locality. i was whiie sittine

thus drinking in the agreeable ai
| that three horses with their riders
| were observed to come into view, down

the road from Port Royal, which ran

several hundred yards from tha house.
| The party stopped at the gate which
[led into the premises from the publie

rcad. There were e men, two mount-

c¢d upon each of two of the horses and
Au'-m the third. One of the men|
dismounted. and the ‘other four then
rode in and on to the house, the dis-
mounted man remaining at the gate.
Upon rearing the house the party did
not stop at th> lawn gate as was the
custom, but rode up the walk to the
steps. As they came up the walk Mr.
Garrett the same time
one of v spoke.

“This is Mr. Garrett, I presume.

Mr. Garrett assurrad the speaker
that it was, and the speaker then in-
roduced himself as “William Je
and the man behind him as “John Wil-
liam Boyd,” a Confedcrate zoldier who
had been wounded in the bhattles
around Richmond nea
The speaker then requ
rett to “‘take care of 1
until Wednesday “when he
would call for him. Mr. 1t readily
consented to receive the wounded mc i
recuested. Jett did not know Mr.
Garrett personally, but relied upon the
well knowwn hespitality of the old gen-
tleman to Confederates in distress to
secure accommodation for his friend.

“Boyd” (who was John Willk=s Booth)

and in Jdoing stanped
upon the porch from the instead
of upon the ground. With aid of
a pair of crutch he walked acrd
thie porch and tcok the seat Mr. Gar-
rett had just vacated. Jett then -e-
mounted his horse and iwwgether with
his companions, who proved to be Malj.
Ruggles and l.ieut. Bainbridge, though
they were not introduced at the time
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rode off. At the outer gate tney got
the dismounted man, who proved fo
be Herold, and the party went on to-
ward Bowling Green. Booth was re-
cefved into the house as a wounded
Cenfederate soldier and no or con-
nected with the hous2 knew to the
contrary until thirty-six hours after-
ward.

As soon as Miss IHolloway saw Bosth
she told XKate Garrett that she sup-
posed he from Maryland, he
w drssed nicely, Maryland soldiers
having this peculiarity over other sol-
diers. Booth was clad in a black cloth
sult:and was thoroughly neat in
appearance.

Soon after Booth took his seat Mr.
Garrett asked him whether he had
been to dirner. Booth replied no, he
had not, but that he was not hungry.
Mr. Garrett then asked Kate CGorrett
to go and put out something to cat for
Mr. Boyd, and Kate Garrett went, ac-
companied by Miss Holloway. As
they left the house the clock struc'.
3, a fact which was noticed by a tr.f-
ling iIncident occurring at the time.
The bell was rung and Mr. Garrett
conducted Booth to dinner in the é&in-
ing room in the yard. Booth was nt
this Cxeesaingly handsome
| man, with searching, penetrating black
eves, the most brilliant, Miss Holloway
thinks, that she has ever seen in a

n head. His face wi thin and
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fulness. Ie indicate at any
time that it gave him any pain and did
not men at any time
during his stay, except when
it was spoken by some-
one else. The wound was on the ankle
just above the instep. He seemed to
the Garrettg tn get alonz on his
crutches very well. -

Arter dinner Booth returned swith Mr.
Garrett to the porch and in a few min-
utes the two other ladies resumed their

wound

r-

of

former positions.
most of the rest of the afternoon there,
conversing in a desultory way, most-
ly about the war, and the recent cur-
render of Lee.
of President Lincoln. Late in the af-
ternoon Mr. Garrett went into the vard
to direct some work, and Booth re-
mained on the porch. He had changed
his position since dinner and sat at
some distance from the ladies, «who
were principally engaged at sewing. At
one time as Booth sat seeming to have
dropped into a deep study, Miss Hollo-
way says, he sald, as if talking to
himsel: “The ship has gone down,
down, never, never to rise again.”
Then he looked around abstractedly
as if unconscious of the presence of
any other person and repeated the
speech. When he did so, Miss Hollo-
way asked him what he meant by the
“Ship.” He replied that the “south had

e rer to rise.” She said to

They all spent the |

No mention was made |,

him that she did not think so, that
seemed so then, but after the southern
people realized their condition, the
young men who were left would busy
themselves and become energetic, and
that she believed, the south would
then become better cff than if she had
never owned slavas. Bcoth did not
make aly reply to this, but teok a
plece of paper from his pocket, wrote
a few lines on it and put the paper
baek.

This occurred at about sunset,
was especially beautiful. The rays
flooded the earth and sky in a man-
ner that seemed peculiarly grand, as it
in mockery of any great earthly trag-
edy to mar the heavenly glory. Booth

dmired the scene very much, and said

which
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the room above the sitting room. Booth
in a bed to himself at the west side of |
the room. Booth did not bLring any
ge with him, nor did he change
his clothing while at the Garrett
house.
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Booth so far as the Garrett's remems-
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but as far as I wanted to go.
Garrett then asked Booth and H
why. as ex-Confederates, they

hide themselves from Federal

since the war was over. Boo

that he did “care about meeting
any of them anyway. Jack Garrett
could not unde the action of
Booth and Hernld, and so resolved. to
inst inquiry. He left housa
and went into the nieghborhood. While
he was gone, Booth stood at an apple

far.” To this

not
stand
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about w0 gore

and talked to Mr. R. H. " <tt and
whittled on the tree with his knife.
He cut the initials “J. W. B.” on a
limb of the .tree which were seen after-
ward. He stood whittling for ten or
fifteen minutes, and then sat upon thc
steps. When Jack Garrett returned he
had learned that the troops were. in
pursuit of two Confederate soldiers,
one of whom was wounded and the des
eription that was of them cor-
respond exactly with that of the two
men at his father’s house. He said to
Booth on his return, “You know what
you have done. Now, if you have gct-
ten Iinto any difficulty, you must leave
at once, for I do not want you to bring
any trouble on my aged father.” Booth
replied that they had gotten into a *lit-
tle brush over in Maryland, but it was
all over.”
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and Herol vith the family
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Booth

_ In a few seconds, taking advantage of

I o'c >
(Wednesday) that the family were arous-{ she darkness without and the light witn-

ed by the flerce barking of dogs,
clanking of arms and the heavy tread off
men_ passing up and down the porches.}
It was seon discovered that a sentiner
had been placed at every door and win-
dow and that the'yard was well filled
with soldiers. All at once a rush was
made for the small porch at the end or
the house, followed by a battering of the
door and demands that it be epened. The,
terror of the famlily was very great as
they could not then construe the nature]

of the disturbance. occupy-
ing the'room over M un-saeﬂi
hurriedly and went down, hastened Dby}
the screams of Mrs. Garre

got down th
rett was
amidist den
derer of “theh re3id 2ot’
rett ¢'sclaimed knowing anything about
him. .Ie was threatened with death un-
less he gave the desired information and
a rope was brought with which fo hang
him. Protestiug his 1gnorance and max-
ing inquiry for full particulars, he was

3tt.
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was. Mr, Gar-
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Jack Gar-
Station
him

the porch. Booth requested
rett to take him to Guinea’s
(railroad) that night, and. offered
ten dollars for the rvice. When
ed why he wished to go to Guinea’s
Station, Booth replied that had
heard there was a Confederate Mary-
land battery near Louisia court house,
which had not isbanded and if he
could reach that he would be safe.
Jack told him he could not ecarry him
that night, but would the next morn-
ng. Booth then offered 1 one hun-
dred and fifty dollars for his horse, but
Jack refused sell it, saying it was
the only one he had. Booth then ¢ i
to be taken the next morning, and gave
Jack ten dollars in advance. But Booth
was destined never to take that ride.
If he could have got off that night,
history might have been different.

When the hour came to retire Booth
asked Jack Garrett if there was an out-
house in which he could sleep that night,
#o as not to go up stairs. Asked why he
wished to sleep In an outhouse, he said,
3 would rather not g0 up
stairs. He was told that he
could not be made comfortable, to which
he replied that anywhere would do ratn-
er than to nave to go up stairs. Finally
Booth and Herold were conducted to =
large tobacco house which stood in tne
yard about a hundred and fifty feet from
the dwaeclling. In it was storad a quantity
of furniture belonging to the people or
Port Royal, put there for safe keeping
and covered with hay and other proveu-
der. Booth and Herold entered the house
and Jack Garrett locked the-door. 1t
was the custom to lock this house on ac-
count of {ts contents, and it was not
thought at the time that Booth and Har-
old took offence at it being 'done that
night. Jack gave the key to Miss Hor-
loway when he went to the house ana
asked to keep it and to let no one have
it as he thougnt the men intended to steat
the horses and escape. Kate Garrett
and Miss Holloway rem-ined on the porch
a short while after the men left, ana
then, going into Mrs. Garrett's room,
found old Mrs. Garrett lying across the
foot of the bed ep. He had been
complaining of feeling unwell. He had
not heard the conversation of Booth In
regard to the tobacco house, and there-
fore, did not know Qut that ,thc two men
were asleep up Ts until their where-
abputs were losad during the might.
Jack and Willie Garrett armed them-
selves and went to spend the night in a
shed opposite the tobacco -house. The
Garretts have always believed that it was
largely consideration for the family that
prompted Booth to go to an outhouse art’
this time. knowing that his position 1n
the dwelling would involve the sa.t’elyq
of the house and its inmates if he was)
Tfound. His wound could not have haa |
anything to do with his wish not to goy
up stairs as h: could walk very well, ap-
parently.
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At this time,
Kate Garrett
went to her.

Holloway, hearing
upstairs. in great distress
There they could hear loua
talking a threats down ¢ the tobacco
house., Miss Thilloway »Hut har head
throvgh a broken plaze in the window
and listened to what was being said art
the tobaecco house, heing able also to be.
hold the scena that was transpiring there,
[ Jack Garrett plead with Booth to sur-
render. Booth refused., Jack Garrett
was then made to pile lightwood and
brush around the building. 'Then he was
sent in after Booth who refused to come
out, warning 5k 2t the same {ime not
to enter again. Booth then :2a
without: **
what did you come for

“We want you; and we came for you,”
was the reply.

“Then,” sald Booth, ‘“‘nr2pare a stretech-
er, for I will never surr2unds=.” Jazg Gar-
rett said to Eooth, “Hare are nearly fifty
armed men, and- escape is utterly im-
possible. Act like a man and surrender.*

“Surrender, the word surrender was
never in my vocabulary,” sald Booth.
“I have never learned the meaning or
that word. There is one here though,
who will surrender.’

Jack Garrett was then sent in to bring
Heroid out. Herold was, placed under
guard, and Jack QGarrett was thén mada
to set the wood and brush on fira. When
the flame flared up Booth called out, Now
I can pick out eighteen of vou before 1
stop; but I have accomplished all I
want.” Jack Garrett was then made to
put out the fire.

Again Booth-called out,

Miss

t
1

saying, ‘“‘Give

escape.”

the reply.

“Give me ten steps and I will escape,”
he said. This was refused.

“Give me flve,”” Booth persisted.

“No, we will not give you any,”
was again told.

“Well, I want you to take notice eof
one thing,” Booth sald, ‘“the gentleman
wi‘h whoin 1 am stoppiang knows not whe
I am nor what T have done.”

he

A torch was then put into the tobacce
house. It ignited with the hay Inside in
a few seconds the interior was brillianty
lighted, and it was apparent that there
would be a great. fire.

When' they} [
; found that Mr. R. H. Gar4{ 88

- j ovar him.

id to those |
Gentleman. who are you ana || Holloway got and placed under Booth's

me fifteen stepe and I will mak> good my | saw that the end was near.

the; in, Sergeant Boston Corbett, belenging to

the troops, put his revolver through =

| crack and fired into the house. The bail

hit Booth and passed through his juglar
vein and took in one Jof the cerabmal yer-
tebraae. Jack Garrett saw Sergzapt Cor-
bett fire the shot, and Sergeant Corbett
told Miss Holloway during the mornin
that he fired if, although .he ha

been censuréd for so doing; but that he
thoaght that was the only way Bootn
could be taken as he knew he would not
surrender. It is thersfore untrue, accora-

Ing to this testimony that there is any
probability that Booth committad sulclde,
has been some times conjectured.

A4 scon as it was discovered that Bootn
had been shot, the Garretts say, Jack
Garrett was sent in to bring him out, and
in doing so he came very nearly being
burned himself. Soon after being brougnt
out- Booth was brought across the yard
and laid on the floor of the poorch, to all
appearances dead. Miss Holloway haa
come down, and wh2n she opened the sit-
ting room door, Booth's head was so near
the door that she came nearly falling ,
Lie Faoker «sked Tor o mat-
tress, and Miss Holloway took one from
a lounge in the room, but Booth refusea
to be put on it, saying ‘“No, no; let me
lie here, let me die here.” One of the]
officers =ald at this, *‘The T 18
still living,” wnereupon Lieut. Balie®¥ re-'
quested that no noise should bhe lfu.ﬂe'
about the dylng man’s head. A doctor
was at oncée dispatched for at Port Royax
Miss Holloway inquired who it was who
had been shot. Sergeant Corbett askea

if she was really ignorant who it

s. She replied that she did not know,
Sergeant Corbett then took out of his
pocket a handful of photographs ang Miss
Holloway and KateGarrett went with him
to a distant part of the porch, where” ne
showed the pictures to them. When he
zot to the photograph of the dying ma,
he asked Miss Holloway if that was not
a good likeness of the man who lay dy-
ing on the floor. She =said it was. Sne
now says that the likeness was perfect.
Sergeant Corbett said, “It 13 Booth, the
actor, the murderer of our president."””
Miss Holloway was astounded and tola
him that no one at the Garrett house
knewy of the tragedy until Tuesday at din
ner, not that the man with them was

Booth.
A pillow was asked for, which MissE

[| head, while Lieut. Baker held it up. Miss
Holloway says she offered Booth water,
but he refused it. Wine was then of-
fered him, but he clinched his teeth ana
refused it also. Licut., Baker asked Miss |5
ITolloway to rub his forehead. She did
so, kneeling by Booth's head. Soon after
she knelt, Booth protruded his tongue.
Miss Holloway dipped her hankerchief in
water and moistened his tongue and lips,
He then said, “Tell my mother I died for
my country; I did what I thought to be
best.” He soon again protruded his ton-
gue, and Miss Hoilloway again moistened,
his ‘tongue and lips. He looked up ana
repeated his message to his mother, and
Miss Holloway says that, though dying,
his eye was as bright as ever. Soon he
gasped. She moistened his lips again; but
he did not speak again. In rubbing his
forehead and temples she noted that his
pulse was growing weak and she indl-
cated it to Lieut. Baker. Directly she

He gasped

tiree times and cressed his hands on his

“No, we will not give you any,” was || breast, and died ealmly and without a

) struggle, just as the day was breaking
' and Dr. Urquehart was reaching the
house. A stray curl which had falien
over Miss Holloway’s fingers while she
stroked his head, Dr. Urquehart at her
request, cut off, and Miss Holloway still
keeps-a part of it as a momento of ‘the
harrowing but historic episode. ' Lieut.
Baker when it light enough to see, asked
Miss Holloway for a cotton and threaa,
which she gave him, and the body of
Bogth was sewn into a. United States
blanket, taken from one of thé saddles,

and placed into a wagon borrowed from a ]
pee named Ned Freeman, living near-




by .
name because of the tact that he had al-
bean free) and together with Jack i
and Willie Garrett, the body
veyed to Bellplanes station, whence it |
was carried up the Potomac to Wash=-
ington. Miss Holloway is particulrly
strong in saying
any doubt that this
a striking face, that
gotten; the comparison sati
the .time, and e has since had oppor-
tunity to e 1ine other photographs of
| Booth, be s keeping up with all Both-
ania, and has never had occasion to
nge her mind as to his right identity.
)r. Urquehart examined Booth’s wound
after his death, and declared that de-
composit had sget in’and that hé coula
not have lived twenty-four hours, if he
had not been Kkiiled. After Booth ex-
pired great regret was expressed among
| the troops that he was not taken alive,
zenmul expression being that he haa
i too mild a d h.
Booth came to the Garrett house
a handsome ring hich when
orch ¥ d not have
1ght must have
away in the tobacco house,
her with what money he had, as ne
d none on his person after his deatn.
morning M Holloway

strap, and they: were subsequently turnea
over to the government.

This is the story of the capturge ana
death- of John Wilkes Booth as given by
Miss Holloway, corroborated by Mr. John
M. Garrett, dditional in-
cident and pers
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Vhen I was sent in the barn to asx
utlr:n he was in, that the barn ¥
rounded by armed men and

impossible He replied *“‘Surr

never will,”” and he then address rd the
officers without saying, “Give a man a
chance for his life. Draw your men off
fifty yards and I will come out and fight
the whole of them.” The officer sapliea,
“I am not here for that purpose. I came
here to capture you, and I am going to
do it. If you are going to surrender, come
to the door and deliver up your arms,
or the. barn will be fired In fifteen min-
utes.” Booth replied, "It w 1 be a hara
case to burn this gentleman's barn, as
he Is ignorant of who I am.” In a few
minutes a match was applied to hay In
the barn through an opening. Booth was
standing in about the centre of the born
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