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TO WHOH I7 WY CUBCEENg-
I, Blsuche Booth, a dsughter of Junius

Irutus booth, Jre, he having asarrlied Clementina Deler, sister of
Ben Debur, the well known aeior and aanager and owner of lhe
Steiouis Theaire, ite..ouis, io. =né the histeric s%.Cherles Theatrs,
lew Urleans, &a natlurally the niece of Lawin booth, Johu Jilkes
ooth, Joseph iooth, Rosallie booth snd seis Looth, chilaren of uy
grendfetaer, Junius Lrutus Booth, SFe end 4y grandmother, Mary iune
bo0Llhe

I scted in the capacity of leading lady with
4y uncle, “awin Booth, in his Hew York Theatre in the esrly days
of that playhouse, uuder the name of Elanche Jeber, having been
sdopled by my uncle, Han lelar, ay father haviug deserted ay mother
and myself, my wother secured & divorce iroea hia, ihe proceedings
teking plece in the City of Bostom. After thia my father went
imuediutely Lo vaiiiornia, where he reasined, I believe, = nudaber
- of years. Jhen I had grown Lato young womsuhood I wet wgaln wy
unele, Johm Wilkes Booth, who had come Lo play & thesirieul star
sngegemsnt in ay uncle, ben Jebar's theaire, Jtelouis. iy uucle
John suggested to we that I go upgon Lhe atage and travel unh hia.
John wes playing at that time Alfred Zvelyn in bBulwer's celebruted
play, "Money” wnd I to play the lesding Juveuile 4 !Z. Maris,
bul ay usele, bem Debar, id net give his consent, wishlhg se, when
I aié go upon the atage, $o appesr in leading chrmta\rs. I went
;&as the stuge the same year kst Johs #Wilkes booth nsssssinated
Presldesnt Lincoln. .surs Xeens, the Znglish ackresp, failled to keep
her contract of & star engageuent with Uncle Bem Delar, and Uncle
ben cume te me, seying, "Elsache, do you think you sould £iii her
m&:r And 'nx ‘reply was, "Yes, Unele™ Followin: the szsassination
one JSundsy aight, « big event in ay iife, sitting gwietly in ay
bedrgom, & wald of ours rusked inte wy rova, eryimg, "Uh, ¥as
blaa:is. there's teo Federal solilers coalng inio your roow". They
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caue Lmto uy reom, searching wy eifscts thoroughly, taking fros me
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& box containing some innocent girlish letters anu papers, amd &
sumall pieture of Joha Wilkes Booth, whieh he had glven we, and also
an innocent card addressed to me by Johm. I was then Lold by the
g9ldiers that I was under arrest together with .y Uncle DBen Debar.
While these two Federal Solalers had their backs turned to we,
russging through my new stage wardrobe, I rammed = certain very
~ innocent letter belonging %o me, into the pockst of o portfolio
~ lying upon the table. They picked this portfolio up, shook it and
the leiter stuck. The soldiers went outside the door to wait for
we to dress to go with thew. When the door was elosed, I leaped
with delight, saying, "Oh, Mary, I fooled those Federal soldiers".
I dressed very carefully, putting on my best bib and tucker, 1
wes escorted beotween two soldiers down the stairws; to Join wy
Uncle ben DeBar in his office. Then we were cerried under arresi
before Lisutensnt Baker, to my best recollection, vefore whow we
wore questioned and finally released.

Afterwards I continued uy stage career, comins in countaet
and seting with Bdwin Booth, Joseph Jeiferson, Johm MeCollough,
Tow Keene, ben Debar, with whoa I played the leading charascter.

buring ay cehildhood I visited for two years with ay
granduother and grandfather, Junius brutus Booth, Sr. in Baltiuore
and their old farm at beldire, Md., asssociating intiustely with
John wWilkes Booth, who was then growing into wanhood, wmeeting and
assoclating with him again, as I have stated sbove, I can say that
I auw one of, if not the ome, person to identify pictures snd the
body of Johm Wilkes Booth.

;’/’5;;1ng my reaidence in Mnneapolis I joined the Sanford

Vodge Company. During the tour the company aeﬁod in Inid, Oklahoms,
where we kuow now that John #Wilkes bHooth had been living, uncer the
name of David Be George. We were playing one night stands et Znid,
Oklashoma, to the best of wy receolleciion, during the wmonth of
Decamber, 19028. I was in my roowm &t = hotel inm Hnmid, petting ready
to take & needed rest, having to aet that night, being dreadfully
fatigued. 4 knock came upon uy bedrcom door; I went to the door

and opened i%; it was late in the afternoon, ihe shades were down,



& wan was there who said "Elanche, would you like to see Johnny",
in & gquiet tome, snd handed me &« eardy nol realizing then the
truth of what wes transpiring, I said to this dark coaplexioned
wan, "I act tonight and must have my rest," and closed the door.
before c;xng to the theatre that night I glanced at the eard whieh
Ighad throwsn upon the table, on which was written "Johm Wilkes Doeth".
I d4id not realize then the truth of the chance I had of amseling
face to face ay uncle, John I&;f:f/ffgff:) I re;anhcr distinetly
& certein peculisrity of Joba's signsture, snd I have before we
now this same signuture of John Wilkes booth, with its saume
peculiarity, as appesred on the card left by this person al the
hotel in :Znid.

I have esarefully examined Lhe pletures illusirating
. book "The HZseape and Suicide of John Wilkes Booth", written
and published by Finis L. Bates , and I unguestionably identify
those plictures of Johm Wilkez Booth. I have also exauined the
waskfies body oL Johm Gilkes bOOLLA, mow beling exXihivived by
Finis L. Bates and lessees, is tho true body of John Wilkes Ecoth,
wy uncle.

The pietureas, pspers and scouvenirs which have this duy
been delivered to ir. Finis L. Bates by me, and made exhibit to
the foregoing statemenis, are correct sa what they purport to be.

I wonder why it should be that these papers, pictures,
and souvenirs of the Booth fawily snd myself, should have elung
" %o me so tensciously through all the vaeissitudes of my life, upon
which I have Destow so little thoughts

Sigped, executed and aelivered Lg triplicgto.
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STATE OF HINERES0TA) 7
COURTY OF Eﬁﬁﬁi?lﬁg >

Personally appeared before me, Harie Jaecobsen, a Hotary
‘Publie, duly qualified and scting for the State and County afore-
said, Hiss Blanche Booth, well known to me to be the persom executing
this instirument, who on osth says that the watter and things stuted
therein sre trus in substance and in faet, and that sueh stateuents
wre wade without hope of reward or fear of punishment.

Biven under wy hand ané noteriasl seal, this, the 29th

day of March, 19232.

Re sl va £

Marie Jacobsen, Notary Public, Henn. Co.; I!nn
My Comxmssmn E ires Sept. 22nd; 1928 X




