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j#::;i:I:ed ia:::=ggabulaus  forties'Aabeut  twent5A| miles  from  Baltimore
=1 i:6---£aE£Ig -:±er_A;--if=?_I  3=:=f+I-,  ::==-i-==i  a  "good-hearted.  harmlesr-,   tbough  wlld-

bl.aimed  bay;  a  rattlepated  fellow.  filled with  quixotic  notions"  w-no  "would  charge  on

horseback  through  tbe  woods  on  the  Maryland  farm.   spouting  heroic  speeches.  -`Tv-ith  a

lance  in his  h:nd.  a  relic  of  the llexioan War."     (I)        To  his  father.  who  died when

ho  was  thirteen.  heL was  "the  well  beloved,  brig`nt  boy  4.bsalom."   (2)         He  was    his

mother ' s  darl ing,  ( 3 )¢.ardrii€pL±.-`fepedrenisesattoG±edhogrrfe±¢rdso8©   FT©g

th_eTa_ar_a__tTt=felE="L=±=e±tlsol:g!=LJ±--__...r,=::=±--i5i5==E±=£=E+=-==T.-======+==fL+S|.-ifiEi=TEH±iF
-   .   ` -.--'::l±e£_ r:e±i=fl====_ :===.     To  thl8  boy. €:===T.I-+¥_ijiijijitEi.  the  father.F_bequcath®d

gis-:'-..-t`,---.=`:4f=l:ftyL.-*5=i-i-=-:`±wi e* flit--I .... ~.h-ctE'-/'<   _-¥-,`;r/r.   -_<r=o` .+---t-dominateTF:.ffHfrS_rrff_f}fi±~2a  psychoti.a  personal

--*'-I-. g-u \, +++I-Se;:=-v B  \,-£+ _;;:=r-::-==ng'T-a-~

e=i==-prLe+I-L]E-.-:-ii±rdtr5e=iEiii-:===--±±===±+RES:±afi±-i-ri-==-:=r-t®
deEEggggj4ftfrih&rfurBedgrc®£ul8ieapgg  I IT:. ++ iJoffi iffirldres^,i-`+:fasirrdaappche2±aa&esBefBad=raadrwhoirzE*RE± e

aiar____f±=id=i=i±ioni]-me=e=.=±=:6±iTviiGi;er=i=i±ndllrl.4iJ:ranl£Jncaz|aeq]Leacei£--

±]±tr38ue*dyorpnoTqucREzgr#Th-dthe.-eien€ineatfLrafedhfufe±g±ezka±asses*7afrcoeietgr,~~REaffigrms

b¢1dr`on J=haa££eefionaF..fimaREaeafahb±¢wh®npehfrxpfeldiagediaardFnied.d±ge8ng      Junius  Brut u8

Booth,  the  father.  a  brilliant  figure  in  the  anmls  of  the  4rerican  stage.  was  afflicted

with  such  great  eccentricities  of  character  t.h^at  his  actions  in  many  instances  can  b8

classed  only as  ±£c.        Born in Iiondon  in  l796 partly  of Jewish  descent(5)  he

early  decided  against  the  law.  his  father's  pi.ofessicn,  tried  painting.  printing.  poetry,

sculpture  and  the  navy.  then  the  stage  and  in  1813  became  a  member  of  a  strolling  com-

pany  of  players  with  which he  toured  the  continent.   (6)         It  vras  during  this  time  that
(7/"by  aL  boyish riisalllance,  coutracted  in  Brussels  in  the  year  lbl4,  there  was  one  son."

a:#     Retundng  to  London  ln  1817.Sfi:T`successfully  played  in  ShakesLu®arean  roles.

RImund  Kean was  the  groat  tragic  actor  of  the  period  in  jingland  and  ''as  'two  stars  ]aeep

i~')      not  their  motion  in  one  sphere,I  and  liondon  could  not  brook  the  double  reign  of  ;£dmund

Kean  and  Junius  Brutus  Booth.  the  latter.  after  a  short  but  brilliant  contest.  left  the

field.w   (8)  and  fir.st  visiting  FI.ance  and  the  Island  of lladeira  Cane  to  America  in  i82i
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with  his  youz)g  wife.  Mary  Anne  Holmes.   (9).

This  erratic  stage  genius  soon  became  a  commanding  figure  in American

Theatrioal8  notwlth8tandlng  the  fact  that  ho wac  mentally  tribalanoedy ithjiflab  5viLie4ij-ed

bra.his-.+=e=ieeaito=zeiteznenkalindfz=±S:Erg:=g;gH!:g;ng§RE;gr`anr`RIgap.qEEgrGov±ctfcoaeer++i8r±l

d€.   It veg Bald of him ty hlB daughter €=-`==:=±_ that
his  "aberrations  of  mind"  could  be  traced  back  to  his  youth  but  that  they  ''seemed  to  in-

crease  ln  strength  and  frequency  with maturer  years.t'        The  children were  taught  by

their mother  to  regard  ''theso  per.iodical  tortures  of mind  with  sad  and  reverent  for-

bearamco.''   (11)         J  E  Murdock,  an  actor  who  played with  the  elder  Booth.   describes  him

as  subject  to  a mol.bid  tendency  of  feelings  which  gave  rise  to  wild  and  cLefiant  moods.

and  led him,  at  ti:`:es.   to  things  at  variance  with  the  conventionalities  of  society.   (12)

But  that  when  the  ''oloud"  pas:ed  and  his  true  natnre  asserted  itself.  he  was  capable

of  winning  the  love  of many  and  the  esteem  of  all.      Ifany  of  those  who  played  with  him

were  both  fascinated  and  frightened  ty  the  fury,   the  intensity,  and  the  vivldneL`s  with

which he  depicted  the  intricate  characters  whose  roles  he  portrayed.    In  his  "paroxysms

of  delirious  artw  a  stage  fight  became  real  and  the  opponent  often was  compelled  to

struggle  for his  life.    Murdock.   (13)  describing his  actions  in  a  scene  they  had  together,

says.  "I  turned,  and  there.  with  the  pistol  held  to  ny  head.  stood  Booth glaring  like  an

infuriated  demon.      Then  for  the  first  time  I  comprehended  the  reality  of  acting.    The

fury  of  that  passion-flamed  face  and  the  magnetism  of  the  rigid  clutch  upon lny  arm

paralyzed my muscles,  while  the  scintillating  gleam  of  the  teri-i~1e  eyes,  like  the  green

and  red  flashes  of  an  enraged  serpent.   fascinated  and  fixed  me  spellbouncL  to  the  spot."

At  another  time.  in a rehearsal  of  Othello  in his  hotel  room.  Junius

Brutus  Booth  became  so  vehement  that  his  r¢ormate  ln  self-defense  struck  him  act.oss  the

face  with a  fire  poker..  breaking his  nose  and marring  his  countenance.   (14)



EE-

His#st

a  local minister  for  information  as  to  a  burial  place  for  a  dead  friend.      Imagine  the

good  dominie's  surprise when,  calling  at  Booth's  hotel  I.oom ho  was  conducted  ty  the

great  tragedian  to  an  adjoining  room  to  view  the  rein.aims  a,nd  was  shown  ''about  a  bushel

of wild  pigeons"  spl.ead  out  on  a  lal., e  sheet.       "Booth,"  said  the  pastor,   "]melt  down

by  the  side  of  the birds.  and  i',ith  every  evidence  of  Sincere  affliction began  to  mo:;;;nfu

over  them.      He  took  them up  in his  hands  tenderly  and  pressed  them  to  his  heart."    EScth

Purchased a  lot  in a  cemetery.  had a  coffin made.  procu:ed a heal.se and EifedrL=#  fro

pigeonBrfui±==-__-inj.(i6}
A  week  after  the  pigeon  incident.  Booth  beccming more  deranged.   f;iled

to  appear  at  the  theatre  one  evening and  could  not  be  found.      The  next  moming  he  was

located,  vjandering  through  the  snow  in  the  vroods  some  distance  from  the  city.   (16)

Three  years  later  in  New York  City he  was  to  be  in  a  benefit  perfomance

but  did  not  appear  and  `'ris  found  this  tim.e  at  a  fire  helping  to  run  the  fire  engine.

sugt,estibility  is  shown by  an  incident  which  happened  on  one

of his  theatrical  tours.        'v`then the  boait  on which  he  wasrfgassenger  neared  a  point  where

William  Con:way,  an  actol..  ha.d  cormitte.d  suicide  by  juxping  into  the  ocean,   Booth.   saying

he  had  a message  for  the  unfortunate  Conway.  leaped  from  the  boat.      He  was  rescued

fl.om  drouning with  difficulty.      After  he was  pulled  into  the  rescuing  boat,  it  is  re-

ported  that  his  first  words  were.   "'1  say.  Tom,look  out.  you're  a  heaw  man,  be  steady  -

if  the  boat  upsets  w©'11  all  be  drouned."  (17)         Finally.  growing  tired  of  all  social

contact,  he  expros'`~ed  a  desire  to  r=tire  from  the  stage  and  become  a  lit`-;`htrtouse  keeper.

where  he  felt  he  would  have  peace  and  quiet.  but  t`flis  ambition  he  never  carried

ira.  (18)

t*-
jut..dyLie!rf€Atry~c*

With  all  his  mental  aberrations  the  ''/unerican  Garrick, "  as  thfroBlrd®r

Booth was  called.  had  the  most  es:entlal  requisite  for.  a  tl.emendously  successful  stage

career--      He  could  carry  an  audience  with him.        They  forgot  him..   the  stage,  all  ex-

cept  the  character  he  portrayed.         So  vivid wa.s  his  recitation  of  the  ''jincient  mar-

iner"  that  his  "magic  tones  and  glittering  eye"  transported his  listeners  to  the  terrible

scene  where  "they  saw  t`ne  shinint;  sea.  and  the  sling  things  wiiich  crawled  upon  its
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surfaces  they  felt  their  tongues  withered  and  their  throats  parched with  a  burning

drought:   they heard  the  four  times  fit-ty  men as.  one  by  one,  eac`n  fell  a  lifeless  luxp

upc)`n  the ftotting  deck:  and  they  read  the  hot.rible  curse  ia  the  dead ,men's  stony  eyes."

To. the  second  matrimonial  .venture  of  this  mad  genius,  who  died  hTovember

30.  1852.  on  a  Mississippi  River  steamboat  while  returning  home  fi.om  an  engagement  in

lTew  OI.leans.  were  born  ten  Children.   five  of  whom  were  living.  at  the  opening  of  the

Civil  '`,[i'ar.      Junius  Brutus.  Jr..   {19)  who  becan.e  an  actor  but  never  attained  fame;

Rosalie.  j3dwin.  possibly  one  of  the  greatest  tragedians  the  I+unerican  stage  has  pro-

duced  and  when  the  father  had  wanted  to  become  a  caLbinet-maker;   (20)    Asia,  who  in

1859  became  the  wife  of  the  comedian,  John  Sleeper  Clarke:  Joseph,   (21)   the  youngest

son.  v+no  tried  the  stage  but  failedi  and  the  "ill-starred''  John `,I/ilkes.  born  in  1838.

who  inherited  his  father's  fiery  texperament.  his  great  sug5estlbility,  his  psycho-

pathic  perBomllty.   and much  of  hlB  ablllty  but  not  his  enterpl.ise.       Tk-|hu-Lt;LiEFi;-|i=riL

ofrfeisrfuebi£±tyeea`forp#ats5ufa±L`rs5d:ftystffierit2ngma©iar.±Egr±ga±HbeilfflRE5toffisiararfieEftee`iife

nfra¢perysena|±t:#L.-±tsshidrgr.isFRIrsF'prdispes®ded¢aeom€a€

.beeoffierar`i5t±£££!i5iiin±i

One  of  our  great  alienists,  who  Had  seen  him  on  the  stage,   says  of

him:   (22)         ''As  a  boy Wilkes  Booth  showed  many  evidences  of  instability.  and  was  sub-

ject  to  moods  and  fits  of  melancholy.  as  well  as  mol.bid  suspicions  and  mol.oseness.    He•,

was  vayward,   something  of  a  vagabond.  and  at  one  time  ran  away  from  home  and  joined

the  pirate  oystermen  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay.       £'i~t  other  times  he  was  wirming,  gentle,

ride  while  quite  young  and  becam.e  an  accomplished  and  graceful  horseman.    He  was  protid

of  his  skillful  fencing  and was  quite  dexterous  in  the  handling  of  small  arms.qFTo

what  extent  association '`-,Tith  the  father  intensified  a±€rad€d  the  concrionitally
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panano±+tendeno'#of  the  son  cannot  precisely  be  det8minect:  our  lmowledge  of  their
fri€ ,i-`¢i  .,i[   I

relations  is  indefinite.    But  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that,  in  the  formation  of

:=1:::;:;:::::::;:::::::::::::=:i::::::::::::;;f;;;;::::a::_
r`==_®

ardi, hifrr`+.lisa-rfech&€pe.maiF*-Sae€unegr--4±®t-+b®zj>To€"aei+.

=OmfalEspap_er, .stories I ga¥€ ,,.sere

During  the  last  ten  years  of his  life.  1842-1852.   the  father  rein.ained

much  a.t  home.   (24)       This  vas  during  the  most  impressionable  period  of  the  son's  life.

and  the  years  of  fullest  development   o±.  the  elder  B.'Joth's  emotional  impairment,   so

that  the  father  whom  John Wilkes  ]mew  best  was  ''a  madman.   the  viTeck  of  a  splendid

genius.u#It was quite natural  that  trLe  stage should attract ng€.a.ngt±„
If+v| 4givhag

Of.p&t±v®~€Q8
as  it  had  bis  older

I-+&_  -_EL I_ -toblsaii:6i±ris=

s  were  dis7nal  failures  due  principally

to  learn  his  lines.      Finally  after

playing  in  "utility"  parts  in Philadelphia.  as  John -.7,Tilkes.  and  being  hissed  off  the

i undoubtedly  the  shattering  of  his_,    ,i.?_gee,.n9.decided  to  try  his  luck  fal.thor  Sout.P..`,/, -_--.-------.-(-.------------.-.---`--.-

f#;o:
I+.,

saner  ho,:es  and  high  conceits"  in  the  Forth  and  his  later  achievements  ln  the

South  had  greater  influence  in molding  his  passionate  syxpathies  fo.r  the  southelm

cause  t`aan  had  the  arguments  he  advanced  to  justifty  his  aLrdor  for  its

?     i   tk-£3!3£ngg  he  secured an  enE`agem.ent  at   i.ichmond the;::*  ka`:i;gs
ng.,   -

and  playing  then  bott©r.  he  won a  fair  an.ount  of  applause/

success}  4t. +fro

JL_`i-ck#s*?#,
; . .<ir.-_: _:±siiHi!#ticmjzee3xpq~

s-a   It  is

giv}::te::::n=:1::8::i::5;mtu:tto::h:o::ea::::e:;L¥;¢:£:a:.i,.#i:S+;c#£:±:i:=a£P:i?.i:tr:+;e4#zina
saw  him  and  described him  as  a  handsome.   dashing man with  a  magnificent  head  and  featul.es

of  the  classic  mold.  a  greaLt  deal  of  a  I,othario.  pursued  by  vromen  wherever  he  went.     Ben

Perley  Poore;   a  Washington  ne``','spapeman  of  the  per.iod.   says  tha.t  John  't't'ilkes  B`joth  had.

''added  to  his  native  genius.  the  advantage  of  a  voice  musically  =`ull  and  rich;  a  i.ace

almost  classic  in  outlines   ft3at'j`res  highly  intellectual;  a  piel.cin{r,  black  eye,   capable

of  expressing  the  fiercest  and  t`r,o  tenderest  pas. ion  and  emotion,  ana  a  commanding

figul.e  and  impl..essive  stage  address.
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''In his  transitions  from  the  quiet  and  reflective  passages  of a part  to

fierce  and  violent  outbreaks  of  passion,  his  Sudden  and  impettious  mamei  had  in  it

something  of  that  electrical  force  and  power  which made  the  elder.  Booth  so  celebrated.

and  called  xp  afresh  to  I;he  memory  of `men  of  the  preceding  generation  the  preserLce,

voice,  and  mnner  of.  the  father.        Convivial  in his  habits,  sprightly  and  genial  in

conversation.   John Wilkes  BOQth  made  many  friends  among  the  young  men  of  His  own  age,

and  ho  was  a  favorlto  alnong  the  ladles  aL==,  H=tlt=|-E==t:1,  =i=e_-: ±=  Lv==i-==.W,  (27}

Some  of  his  affairs  with women were  not  above. reproach  and  it  is  re-
ed 7Ap7-              y{^alz a:A

poi.ted  tha.t faq4several mistresses.Aone,an actress,,,attenpteE to  kill  him am  then

cozzm.it, suicide.   (28

^
*ife_Fqu_

fr`ccz-

George  Alfred  Tomsend,denies  that  John Wilkes  Booth  frequently  cut  his

stage  adversaries  in  sheer  wantormess  or  bloodthirstiness,  as  has  been  claimed.    He  says

that  this  mistake  is  due  to  confusing  John  '`7/ilkes  with  the  father.       1`here  is  no  question,

however.  that  his  habits  after  I.-jaching  manhood  were  alvrays  extrem.ely  irregular  and  that

his  progress  on  the  stage  was  greatly  interfered with  by  excessive  dissipation4.

It  inras  during  the  t:ichmond  engagement  that  the  John  Broom  raid  occur.red.
at _  _- _

and  Bctoth.   joinrfe  a  company  of  virginia  volunteers.
Basses

-ae D5ti_
execu-

tion  of  the  doughty  old  i]Leformel..      IIQ  `i,'as  inordinately  pi`oud  of  his  r'1ittle  share  in

the  traLnsaction  and  deemed  trrat  he  `,i.'as  doing  his  duty  in  helping  his  country  to  perform

an  act  of  justice."   (29)       It  urc].s  impossible  for  him  to  understand  how what  had  been

considered  a  crime  on  the  part  of  "poor  John  Brown"  could  la-L-er  become  a  -,Firt`jie.   and

he  bitter.1y  assailed  the  P\epublican  party  and  the  North  for  v,.7!iat  he  doomed  a  greater

traitorism.  t-nan  Brown  had  cormitted.   {50)

As  a business man,  Join t`JJilkes  Booth  displayed edgife  corm.on

sense,  honesty,  and  ability.       Am.ounts  .borl`owed  were  `±===±±====±EfaF  returned  and

altbough  he  spent  money  lat`;+ishly  he  !'took note  of  his  expenQituj"es"  and  "kept  his

accounts  with  considerable  regnlarity."      It  is  said  that  his  cashbook  showed  earnizigs

of  tv.tent,y-two  thousand  dollars  during  one  season.        EaLr|_.e± £2±±±hao.Bt±55±Em

His  initial  star  enga=Tement  was   in  ''.Pie-hard  Ill"  at  L7ontgol9er5r.  Ale-
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bama.  where  he  first  comendably  played  the  part  that  his  father  loved  .so  well.

The  tour  that  started  with  this  success  took him  through  many  of  the  southern  cities

and  ended  in  Boston  where  he  ''recoived  special  commendation  for  his  enactment  of

Richard."        He  later  appeared  in  this  part  in  New  Yol.k  City  but  did  not  attain  the

success  he  expected.       It  is  said  that  his  acting  was  ''too  energetic  to  be  cot.rect."

that  it  rag  ''excellent  in  strong  ptrysical  parts  which  did  not  require  delicate

characterization.  refined  conception.  or  car.efulness."    I,ike  -nls  father  he  had  a

penchant  for  collecting and  reciting  poetry  which  had made  am  appeal  to  his  fancy.
't'Jhile  the  tear.s  flowed  down  his  cheeks.  he  would  recite  with  fine  ef,.ect  his  fa.orite

selection.   ''The  Bea,utiful  Snow."

in ai± performaLnco  Novenber  Z5.  1864,  at  the  \!/inter  Garden,

New  York.   the  thi.ee  brothel.s,  Junius  Brutus.  Jr..  Edwin.  and  John iYilkes.  played

together  in  Julius  Caesar.  Junius  appearing  as  Casjius.   ==dwin  as  Brutus  and  John

Wilkes  as  Mark  jintony.       The  proceeds  went  to  a  fund  used  in  the  erection  of  trio

Shakespeare  statue  in  the  mall  in  Central  Park.   (51)       The  brot}iers  wel'e  accorded

quite  an  ovation  frcm  the  crowded  house  as  they  stood  "side  by  side  before  the  cur-ds
tain."   (32)         Thi8t.uns_the  night  ;f  g  Jonfederate  attempt  to   Ljur.n  the  principal

buildings  in  New  York  City.       At  8:45  that  evening  3arnun's  Lmseun  was  .discovered

to  be  on  fire.  a  fevJ minutes  later  several  of  the  larger  hotels.  then `rarehouses

and  other  buildings.   {55)         Hews  of  the  conflagration  reached  the  t'/inter  Garden  and

`nad  not   the  audience  been  calmed  by  a  Pea.ssuring  spe=ch  from  Edwin  Booth.   the  play

would  have  been  finished  before  an  err.pty  house.   {54)
'\

P±±-I-:.tt=--.==+'' John 'J/1lke8  Booth  a=i tt==-1-±in=5i]cL:== =f_=±i;±i@

]aaes¥T-doe  that  he would have  joined  the  Confederacy  haci he  not  regretfully

promised  his  mother  tha,t  he  would  "keep  out  o±`  trie  quarrel.

#~/
EE!¢

ifpossi-01e."'`i=eJf===ily

although  fl.om  that  part  of I,{aryland.  half  southern  and  half  northern  in  syxpathy,  was

of  unquestioned  corthem  loyalty.       rdwin  Booth voted  for  I.incoln  in  1864,   (35)

and  had  no  patience  .,i,'ith his  brother's  southern political  1eanings.

(}uite  a  remar]cable  coincidence  is  the  fact  that   riwin  Bjoth  at  the
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Pennsylvania  ffaill.Cad  station  in  Jersey  L3ity  sa,ved  the  life  of  Robert  Toad  Lincoln.

the  eldest  son  of  the  President.      It  was  eat.1y  in  the  vrar wziile  the  former  was  a

student  at  IIarvard.  that  he  stumbled  and would  have  fallen  under  a moving  train  had

not   Edwin  Booth, taught  him  (56)
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emotional  nervous  organization.  inhel.ited  from  the  father.  his  tragic  roles.  and his

imi-julses  and  perception8  which  had  becom.e  perverted  by  his  over-wl'ought  feelings.  made

him  the  easy  victin  of  the  su&:.-estion  to  become  the  "Brutus,"  (37)  in  real  life.   tbat

he  had  been  seen  on  the  boar.ds.                                                                        .9`./`_to  r`¢jnd,{.fu"j-a+F' *
< Ur

S= wee]es  before  the  assassination of Abraham Lincoln# played at

Ford's  Tneatep  ia i,'t'ashington.  D.C..  .his  last  mock part  in  this  world.` for
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