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The  following  letter   is  published  in  the  Cincinnati  Cormiercial

of  Monday:

Fort  T/ayrie,   Ind. .   June   14th,   1865.   --I   a+n  oi.  hTortherm  birth

and  parentage,  but,  having.  emigrated  to  the  South  when  but   16  years  of  age.

I  became  coxpletely  identified  with  Southern  interests  and  feelings,   and

could  tak  almost  as  glibly  of  Southern  rights.  and  the   irmmnities   of  sla-

ver.v,   as  President  Davis  himself.     For  seven  years  previous  to  the  late  civil

war,   I  was  deputy  clerk  of   the  County  Court  at  1[acon.

But  to  the  point.     Soon  after  the  war  commenced  -about   seven

months  -  through  the  friendship   and   imf luence  of  IIon.  Fomrell  Cobb  and  vice-

president  Stephens,   I  was  appointed  clerk  in  the  war  depal.tment  at  ?ichmond,

at  which  post.   I   served.   except  v,then  called  into  the  trenches,  which  occurred

but   twice.   until  the  confederate  Government.  with  I.ee's   al`ny.  withdrew  from

Richmond.  when  I  proceeded,  with  eig,ht   trunks,   filled  with  papers  belong in€

to  the  war  department,  about   15  miles  from  itichmond,  when  the  locomotive  at-

tached  to  our  train  broke  down.   and,  the  air  being  filled  with  I.umors  of

Yankee  cavalry  in  the  neighbor.hood,   I  took  the   opportunity  of  quitting   the

train  and  returned  to  iiichmond   on  foot  where   I  arrived  .just  8s  the  Focierals

were  entering  the  city.     From  thence   I  made  ray  way  lTorth,   through   the  assis-

tance  and  courtesy  of  Gen.   \'reitzel.   and  have  finally  settled  dow`n  here.   after

taking  Uncle  Sam's  big   oath,  from whence   in  a  few  weeks,   I  shall  return  to

the  surmy  South,  with  the  fervent  wish  and  prayer  to  God   that,  henceforth.

I  may  live  in  a  peaceful  country.   for  the  thin€!   I  most   desire.   next  to  South~

ern  independence,  is  peace.

But  I   am  still  digressing`.     I;[y  duties   in  the  \;/ar  Department  \i.'er.e

light.   they  consisting  principally  in  indorsing.   in  red  ink,  and  filling  in



appl.oprlate  places.   all  pa,pers  belonging  to   the  Confederate  secret  service.

And  I  must  here  state  that  no  docnments  were  ever  received  from parties  lri

the  North,  with  reference  to  the  assassination  of  RIr.   Lincoln.     }T=any  were.

however..  received  from parties  in  the  South,   offering  to  capture  or  assassinate

Mr.   I,incoln  for  certain  sums   o±.  money.     Such  propositions,   however.   never  r'e-

coived  the  least  attention.  but  were  universally  passed  over.  without  o±.ficial

notice;   and  none  o±'  them  were  evel.  replied  to.     And.   from  a  conversation  at

which  I  was  present.  which  occurred  in  the  latter  part  of  February  last.   in

the  war  department   o±.fice,   `oetween  Prei;ident  Davis.   Secretary  Benjamin  and

Mr.   Breckinrid8e,   on  the   one  part,   amci  t.i'ro  stran£``ers.  together  with  a  man

named  and  introduced  as  Booth.   on  the  ot.her  part,   I  am  satis±.ied   that  neither

I;avis  nor  Breckinridge  were   in  favor  of   the   least  persorial  injury  being  done

to  111`.   Lip,coin.   Liut.   on  the   contrar}',   stremously   op.oosed  airy  movem=nt  in

that  directiori.

The  gentleman  above  referred   tc   3,a  being  called  ijooth.  was

brought   into  the  war  office   in  company  with  the  other  two  strar.€ers,   tty

President,  Paris  and  `L`ecretary  li:enjanin.     REP.   Bootr.  was  intl.oduced  to  |{r.

Breckinridge  by  Secretary  Ben5.anin.     The   other  two  men  were  not   introduced

and   took  seats  at  the  I.urther  end  ol.  the  room,  without  tckir]€  rjart  in  the

conversation  that   ensued,   except   that  when  they   retil.ed,   they  said.   "Good-b:,Je,

gentlemen,"   to  those  remainin€`.

Booth  coHmenoed  Ly   saying`   that   a  plan  was   formed.   by  parties

in  the  Northern  L=tates   and  Canada.   friends  of   the   conf.ederacy,   tci  capture

or  assassinate  ..ilr.   I,incoln,   th€``t  he  hat   a  1.ull   list  o±.   the  naice=.   and  all

they  desired  was   an  off.icial  recc€r.ition  on  the  part   o±`  the  cor]±.ederate  au-

thorities,   and  then  the  project  would  certainly  be  executed.     He  I.urther

stated  that  they  desired  no  pecuniary   assistance  from  the  goverrment.   gs

that  was  alreaQy  secured:   that  they  were  not  a±.ter  €airi,  'but  were   actuated

only  by  a  desire   to  render  the  confederacy   a  Service,  by  renovinp   the  t5Trant
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who  was  the  canse  of  so  unch  suffering   to   the  co`untry  and  the  onluv  obstacle   in

the  way  of   a  speedy  peace.     These   are   the  vi'ords,   fls. near  as   I   can  nciw  remember.

Messrs.   bavis  and  5reckinrid€e  both  expressed  their  hearty  condemnation  of  the

plot,   and  advised  =Booth  to  think  no  more   of  it.     That  they  felt   that  their  canse

was  just   and  that  God,   in  His   own  good   time,  would  give   them  the  victorsr,  with-

out  resorting   to  any  thing  but,  the  .rrost  horiorable  warfare,   and  that   they  were

willing  to   leave  Tuincoln's  punishment,  for  his  great  crime.  to  the  providence

of  a  just  God  and  an  outra€ed  Lr]eople.     Ben,iamim   said  nothin€„     F,ooth  t-nen  re-

tired.   and  the   last  words  he  uttered   ir.  the   room  were,   ''Ee  rmist  die!'.    j`ifter

Booth  ar^d  his  friends  were  gone,   I-/avis   saic-I.   '.Those   fellows  came  here  merely

to   See  the  Richmond  si€,hts,   and  their  assassination  plot   is  mere  fudge.W

Breckinridge  and  J3enjaJnin  laughed,   and  the   latter   said.   '1|   thir.k  so.n     The

matter  received  no  more  attention.   and  all  a€re®d  with  lvlr.  Davis.   that   the

plot  was  mel.e  "fudge.W     I   am  satisfieo`  that  none  of   them  ever   expected  what

has  since  become   so  dread  a  reality.     In  conclusion,   let  me  say  t,hat  I  am

willing   to  be  qualified   to   the  above  statement  oi`  I.acts.

I-|y,  yours.'

JOH}l   a   V.£u:  DIEI\.:.


