S © AT EMNETE T
of

Judge B. l. Lstes,

" Granbury, Hood County, Texas.

+I lived in Granbury ia the 70"s during the time that Finis L. lates was
a lawyer in Grenbury and that John 8t. Jelen rﬁ a sal on in the town, I remem~
ber Bates as a very young lawyer, who was not cnniidond by other Granbury
Attorneys as particularly kXoen, As a matter of fact, hn was caimerieal and lazy,
Until the time that lr. Pates's book on John VWilkes Booth was issued, he was
never thought of here in comnection with Cte Helen, The chances that they were
as good friends as ir, Dates would le=d ome to bell ve in hie book sre guite remote.
There was a great disparity in their ages. ©Ot. Helen was a man forty or forty-five
years old and Bates was just a boy seventien or eighteen, St. Helen was a gambler,
saloonk eper and more or less the typical Vestern bad man of that period, 1 do not
rome ‘ber ever seeing Botes hanging around St." Helen's saloon or seeing them together.
Bates was not the kind of \;oy to hang around saloons anyways. As to the confession
that 5t, Helen i suppoced to nave mande to Ur, Bates that he was John Wilkee Booth,
Ste Helen might have told him some .such a story as a reasson for not wantins to
tell him of nls true ide tity, knowing that if Bates ever told anyone that £t. Helen
'wau John Wilkes Booth, B‘ates could not prove it and no one would believe him,
fte Helen was Just th; ty e of fellow that would tell a "kid" like Bates such a fool
yarn if it wasn't true, but nov r if it was, ©t., llelen was rather tall and dark.
He had a very dee scar across the riéht side of .is neck and wheezed when he talkeu
as thougn he mipght have had his windpipe cute e was a very gre:t friend of Bill
Mebonald, wino was @ terrible drunkard and gaabley und wos considered even around
Granbury, in thoce day, =8 on old devil, lcDonzld was quite handy with the knife

-

and used it oftens I remevber that he knifed one fellow acrose the loime and ruined
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nim, He was & sneak, coward cnd you couldn't believe & word that ho said. I
remember old J. . Taylor, a Confederate private soldier wno lived out east of
towns He was a squatter on some property belonging to & Virginia family and I
v:as' the agent for their estate, Taylor was an odd nalf-witted old fellow and

not able to make a s eech if ne had trieds He is the only J. ‘I, Taylor that

1 remember of ever having lived around Granbury, «nd I do not believe that he
ever made & speec.: ¢t a Fourth of Jul; celcbration at Glen Rose in those early
days or at any other times 1 am quite sure vh t fte Helen did n ¢t nave a colored
or Mexicun porter arou.hd his saloon in Granbury. 1 do not remcuber that Ht. Helen
was ever sick in Granbury; that is, seriously enOugh to .ave someonc take care

of him,



