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I,     Mrs  David  M  Young,     an  the  ?,:rs   E  0  Harngr

r®ferr®d  to   in  the  st'orieg  about  David  A  George,   which  ao-

ooar®d  in  the  Enid,   Oklahoma,   T>aoer§   in  1903  with  reference

to   tb8   suicide   of  D  E  G®orge   at   the. Grand  Avenue  Hotel   at

Enid,   Oklahoma,   on  .Tanuary  13,   1903.

I)uring  the  .Year  1900  I   lived  rioar   the  family  of

J  W  Simmorl8   at   dl  R6rlo,   Oklahoma.        During  this   Ttf`riod   I   was

almost  8  daily  visitor  at   the   Simmons  home,   being  a  great

friorld  of  May,   the   dauchter  of   .T   I.i'  Sirmons.        Du..~ing  this

time    I   became   Quite  well   acouainted  wit`Ll  with  Mr  G®org6,

Who  9ov®ral   times  entgrtained  Mrs   Sirnmons,   her  dauchtor  and

myself  by  r8T)eating  T)aFsages  from  Shakesoeare   and   various

oo®ts.        I   rononber   that   one  nig.ht  he  reoeated  a  Ttart   of

Otholo,which  was   a`Japod  as  anythinp  I  have   ever  soon  on  the

8tag®.        IYe   thought   that   ]`;!r  George  must   have   acted   on   the

stage   to  be   able   to  give   t`.tis  so  well.        His  enunciation  was

very  clear  add  his  diction  excellant:   his  |m.tiong  very

dignified  and  graceful.

H®   was   a  man  five   feet   ten   or  eleven,   of  modiun

t)uild  and  walked  with  his  shoulders  well   thrown  back.       Ho

had  vary  largo  do®p  blue  ®yos,  his  hair  being  §T]rinkl6d  with

g'ray;  h®  dyed  both  hair  and  mustache.       luring  the   time   I

kn®v  Mr  George   `.]e  was  a  house   painter  a.nd  worked   quito   stead-

ily  at  this   trade:  when  not   alwork  hq  dressed  in  a  good   suit

of  clothes  and  was  a  very  fine   i)okinp.  old  man.       Tiis  eyes

a8   I  remomb®r  T®ro   Dorfoct  matches  ag  wore  also  his  heavy

dark  tiushy  eye  brows.

Iir  George   quito.often  talked  about   various  characters

of  history,   and  would  often  wind  uT}  by  sa.Ting  that   Abraham

I,incoln  Ta8  one  of  the   gr®atost  cnd  boat  men  that  over  live
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big  ®voning8  r®eding  histori®8,  nagazin®s  and  oaT>®r8  and  a

eat  amount  of
orgo  lixpoa  g18

h®  hal  rh®intian

o®try.       m®n®ver  the  weather  Tas  bed  Hr
gT:Lg±:nr#£trLE::.Leg±=:::¥p:::::S®:h:i
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The  tin-type  of  John  St  Helen  shown  m®  today,  while

it  may  be  Hr  G®orgp  in  his  younger  days,  does  not  look  n`ich
like  hill a8  I  lm.v hip:  his. ®y®8  were  not  the  sane  and  the
Shape  of tie  face  do69`not  eo®m  to  be   the   Sane.       ur  G®tprgelg
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and  D®noil.       H®  "ot®  an  old  time  sort  of  a  hand  With  lett®rg

i;i:=i:::k!:::i:::!f;:;:!#:#ih¥H¥:;:::;:#!:i:£iod
cl&ggioal  music  and  8ong8  of  home  ®zor®s8ing  d®op  8offm®nt;
vould  .]ft®n  Bit  in  the  yard,  or  in  his  room,  and  Sing  to  hin-
8®|f.
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I  r®memb®r'  that  h®  vent   to  the  Hothodigt  Church
=====  once  to  hour  R®v®rond  Harp®r,  who  af t®rmrd  b®cam®
ny  husband.      After  the  Church  sorTic®8  Nr  George  Said  that
it  Tae  fire  .hen  T7®ool®  could  boli®v®  in  what  the  church
taught,  but  Bald  that  it  va8  not  for him,  that  h®  veg  beyond

€bi:erLSTfo€h:ihfia:fdr#oE:]°nftt=#Zo:h#£:.b:u:a#at
that  ho  Ta8  a  gpirituli8t  and  told   .of  different  onog *ho
I. had  her  ®zo®ri®ncog  H,  which  i]roved  gT]irituli8m  true:
he  reed  a  great  nany  booke  and  pcoerg  on  this  8ubj®ct.    At
the  time  I  ha®w  him  he  wag  64  or  65  years  old,  carried  a-cane

££8¥#::t?ar#i:£#®s:i:®Ta¥a::#;':a::J#b!:a:::::i#
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narks  on  his  am  at  one  time,   this .being  Some. Sort  of  design
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and  not  initials.

Hr  George  a8k®d  both  Hr8  Simmong  and  nys®lf  8®veral

I:peulk#£bJ:i3:nisi?:iffrgL#:aThfa:#::#t3:taa:::::wherein

hol®  Th®n  Hr. G®orge  cane  'in  looking  very  ill .and  T®nt  un  to
his  roon.`      Hr8  Sinmons  Said  something` must -b®  "ong  with  him
and  vent  up  to  8®®:  she  asked  m®   to  cone  un  to  the  room.   gay-

:h¥::#d8kk:e::i:®!o#®:e::8einha:t#:::.ro±£:n6®=8®:h££en
::®n:¥9go¥::a:o?a8 Fg:t tE::':ns :n:h::`: :td:i:a:id:® :¥0£!:d
bod,  and  he   said:   ''Dont  you  think  I  have  been  more  than  an

:;:;:::g£{::;£::;:::::#:I:gifow#=!isj;;:;id::££i£;i:keg
Booth  and  Abrchan  liincoln.       I  did  riot  roaliz®  the  imoortanco
of  this  paper  aLt  the   time  and  did  not  k®®p  it.      Hr  George
oontinu®d:   ''But  you  can't   imagine  how  misorabl®  I  have  bqon
•all  th®8®  y®ar8  and  not  orily  deprived  the  world  of  one  of  the
b®8t  n®n  that  ever  lived,  but  ruined  ny  own  future.T'      He  said

:a:cE:rc=:£red°mgi£#+Lgu:fw::E°:8brpLali£:::nf:t:::°gh::rat
tin®8  his  deBir®  to  act  had  boon  so  strong  that  ho  could  not
r®8i8t  the  temptation  to  take  part  in  a  play  a  tine  or  tTo.

®nt  nan®8 Hi!d8£id #:#:eEiig:::f¥£®:i:fg:::: :aig.dLf£:r-
;::i :£:t >t£:atr¥ I:LLE€:hLfow±:t£:gt£:£cEE: , h#tE:dE:ne£::p:i
a  triml,  and  got  him  on  a  boat  for  Europe  where  he  her  re-

B:i:a:ndf°E±®:i::=€ia:h#m:e#:a:ig#:8::o:i::::fo;nso:=:
He   Said  that  h®  hed  rona`inod  away  from  all  of  his  i]eoole,
and  they  did  not  haow that  ho  wag  alive:  Said  he  hal  never
b®®n  married  for  he   could  not  give  a  woman  a  home  and  a  nano:
Said  he  had  run  a  little  grocery  and  sold  whiskey  several  times on

;:®ri:e:::]f:::ti£Lrs;Ob# g¥a:ri;]g::8:OO  thickly  se t tied he

He  Said  that   af tor  he  Tas  deed  a  man  who  knew  all
if®,.  aLnd  who  kep`t   in  constaLnt   touch  with  him,   and

h®  sent  a  Picture   bf  himself  once  a  year,  would  write
a  book  about  his  life.      He  furtbor  said  that  he  had  a  friend
in  the  South,  who  I  thought  was  the  same  party  referred  to
above,  who  would  send  him  mon®p  an.v  time  he  wanted  it,  but
that  h®  was  too  Proud  and  would  rather  work:  he  did  not  men-
tion  the  name  of'th®  man  in  either  case.       He   said:   "You  ]mow
what  a  fine  actor  ny  father  wag,   I  was  going  to  carry  on  the
Booth  nana,, but  I  disgraced  it  and  ruined  ny  career."        He
Bald  Hr8  Surrat  was  noLt  guilt.y^ and  that  Andrew  Johnson,   the
then  Vice-Pr89id®nt   of  the   lJnited  States,   and  some   of  the
high  officials,  her  hired  him  to  kill  I,incoln:  said  that  they
her  fired  his  emotional  temDoranont:   that  he  did  not  realize
what  a  t®r'rible  thing  he  had  done  until  after  he  had  shot  the



Pr®8ident,   and   that  h®  hal  b®en  Sorry  ®Ter  .inca.       H®   8.id
that  h®  her  done  diff®r®nt  kinds  of  Torl,  but   that  h®  her

::n:gin::h:hrfe t#cO=dt£:dt:i:.bow  to lor[:  that h®  her  to

I  I-at.r  heard  that  Xr  G;orge  her  filed  a  claib  on  a

{=;:¥rri::i¥:it§:is!r*8;h¥i::dLH§fr,!ii::ii::i:::;!bfi#h:a
Tae  dead  and  giT®  it  to  the  |orld.
on bo  af tor  the  Buioido  of  ur  G.orae  a":i#hr:::d°mto}:Sat

i!!E::;:::i,a:i::°!:3ohr:':o:h3:L¥:,:®::®r:,i:a:°i®.T::::
that  he,  Nr  Bat®8,  hd  hopt  in  constant   touch  Tith  ur  .G®org®
and  h®T  for  a  c®rtaint}  Tho  h®  |ae.       I  r®nemb®r  whet    Mr
G®orge  said   to  b®  about  tb®  friend  vho  Tould  "it®  bi8  life,
which  Xr  B&t®s  Said  he   intond®d  to  do,   and  I   thonght   that
h®,   Nr  Bat®e,   ie8  eur®l}  tb®  Sane  qLan  that-Wr  G®org®  had
rof®rr®d  to  as  his  friend  in  the  South.

After  Hr  George  her  bade  his  oonf®8sion  to  pe   in
April,  1900,  h®  Ogled  "  frithfull
it,   8ino®  h®  rould  b®  hung  if  p®ooI  to  pro]i8e  not   to  r®p®&ta  found  it  out.       I[r8
Simon8  her  oon®  into  the  room  and  hoard  ][r  €®orge  talking,

ri##:iE£:::I:::a:°#r?L83::f#9:i:.t::do:f::rpm:J ¥..I
int®rvoning  from  the   tib®  of  the  conf®sgion  until  I  narri®d

h:L£::#ni:E:::#|?®°rHg::OTE:din:t8:::oT8!i:::h:?fidh®
rath.r  f i®ro®l},  th.t  I  ne  afraid  of  hip  and  bag.®d  it  off
by  Saying  that  he  had  told  no  nothing.

I   8ai  the  body  of  I}&Tid  I  G®org®,   Tho  oomitt®d

i#i:i£:::eEii::nirTqB:,i!±36®:#L::.)anfe,an±:b::LE:::?8anTd®
who  made  the  oonfegsion  giTen  atoto.
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thoaboT®]ridi:r¥%iku.¥:#=in:P!:ran:e!:::b:i.::®thae?t]
romonb®r  and  to  the  b®8t   of  ny  r®ooll6Ction,   and   that   I   .ign®d
8ane  a4`.I  ron.bb®r®d  the  faot8  to  bo.

Sub.orlb®d  and  8mm  to  before  De,  thi8  th.  2let
day  of  .Tabu.any,  A  D  l9a.
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