
JOHN    SURRATT'S    CAPTURE.
Ttie I,aBt Sur.vlvlng Ofleer ol the Swa-

fora T6m the Inteho8tlng Story.

r.i:rTt:{E#]:g3o:eT"r8EgfuNtros':r:atAfo£
.Tolin   H.   Surratt  was   publl8hed   ln   the
aail}r  press  wlth  a  brief  and  Imperfect
account.  of . hlg   capture   ln. Alexandrla.
Egypt.   In   I)ece]nber.   1866,   and   Subse-
quent tT`lals  ln  `Vashington  ln  1867-68.

-\s   the   last   survlvlng   commi8sloned
ofl]cer  of  the  Swatara,  the  ahlp  used  irl
the   ptjrst)it   and   capture   of  Surratt.   I
s{]nd   a  Somewhat  detalled  stdtement  of
the   facts,  `whicl`   may   |}rov®   lrrtordstfn=
to  Some  .f  yout.  readet5.    It 4hould,  at
]tast.` Set   at' rest   the   many   fanta8tlc•qceounts   ot   the   hl8torlcal   event   pub-

lished.  from  tlmo  to  time.

IJriited   States   G6vemment   made   a -d=
mand    for   Surratt   would   the   I{I`edi`.e

; g.uhr€3fvdj::  %joT.:,:n¥::tpro¥a:F#nLo #g
i prompt  repl}..   "Yes,  send  for  him."

Afi  office_r  and  a  file  of  marlng-  were
sent   to   the    corral      Surratt,   a   tall,
stralght.   Self-contained   young  maT].  was
harehed,   a   prigoncr,   on   board.   hand-
(.`Iffed   .between   two   marlne8.     Tl}e   sriip
`t.as   not  a   large  oiie   and   there   "'as  a
tiiiaiidary   just   where   to   put  'him.     He
\}.as    a    sta(e    I)ri.sonei.   and   bad   t6    be
treated  u.ith  c.onsideration.

r,'ommaTider   Jeffers   finally   concluded
I tJj   rellnqul8h   Ills   bathroom.   R.hich   was
3:t',jhdee:;ahr{Sd%£,[na:ithjtawda°s°rfi:t¥anj:gi
as  a   8tateror7m   and   ttie `pri8oner   made
a3   colnfortable   as   could   be;   hl8   mea]si
".ere  s'erved  to  him   ft.om   [h`e  wardroom I
tat-,Ie:                                                                                                          I

Surrntt.   as   18   well   known .... as   ati  I.    The  Shirl8   Were   not   kept   togethert  in
intlmate  of  John  Wllkco  Booth.-  the  as-
s:is8In  o£  Presldent  Lincoln.  .and  Imme-
diately  after  the  d®.th  of  the  President
h',. ~made`hls  way  to  Montreal  Canada.
aiid  subsequently to Borne. where  he en-
listed   in   the   army   of   Pope.  Pius   IX.
T]io   Pope..at   that   tlme   had   ten.poral
p?wer  and   malntalrr.d  a  little  army  of
his   own.

Tlio  United  8tate8  Govemrnent  offered
.1  ret`.at.d  of   $25,000   for  the  captui.e   ot
Surratt.      .`n   acqualntance.   one   IIenry
I:.    Ste.    }ffirie.    follow'ed   ltim    I.   Rome
an(1  he  himself  enll8ted   in   the  Ztoua`'es.
1[a`-ing   located   SuTratt.   he    waited   on
(-ur   }f inl8(er   ln   Rome.   tlie   Hon.   Ru[u8
I`lug.  and  informed  him  of  the  fact. ,Mr.

1n(I  later  on  he  would  commt]nicat®  wlth
liin],  and  at  once  iiiformed  Hr.  Seward.
c.llr  Secretar}'  of_ Sta_te._ ttiat  .Surratt  had

tl)one  da>.a.  bLit  were  scattet`ed  about  in
Euro|}ean  vlaters.    Then  came  a  hunt  to
find.   Admiral   Goldshorougl`.     The   Swa-
tar.a  chased   him  ar(tuna  tlie  }Iedlterra-
ncan  looking for the  flagship,  and  flna]li.
located    the    Colorado    in    Vlllerran.he.
A    few    da}'s. aftei.ward    the    Swatara
started   homet`.and   under  orders  to  .pro.
a.ed   to   `Vashington   and   repol.t   to   the
S{`cretary  of  the  2`'a`.I..

The   wintpr   or   1866-6?   was`cold   and
.c:tr.rrq}.,    an(I    the    Swatara,    soon    after
lea`-ing  `-lllefranche,  Struck  a  hard` gale
and    the   Flhlp   "a8   moFlt   ur]comf®rtable
a.i  she  Trot]nded  thro`igh  the  heavy  I)Cad
a<`as  of  the .}(edlterran®an.

r'assing     through     the     Straits     and

:`;f#£a::`!.dksetee;¥haorjem::torret¥omht{°ms:e`,.:i,I::.C.'ajnt5.:?€;u¥nen¥at{:e8£{rpe.'p=raedae];
a.I.o*s  the  Atlantic  under  her  o-Ti  8all.
The  Na`ry  I)epartment  just  at  that  time
u'a8  `.er}.  economir'at  and  cc.al  .ould  not.
bc   u.fred    ``-l`en   shlp3   were   ln   the   ori.-n
Sea.      The    Sw.atar.`    galled    aimo88    the
.Atlantic    iri    that    f]torm}.    January    and
Februar.`..    Iort.`'-five   da}..    from   Vllle-
fraTiche   to  the   Capes  or  `'irglnla.

Surratt.a     riersonal     .ondltton     *tiet)
brought  aboard  chip  was  rriglitful.  but
T.lenty  of  hot  water  and  good  soap  tl(h
fret:h    new    (gillor)    cloth.a    from    th.e`
.q}ini.a  stor.a  8oott  made  him  qult®  oom-
fortab]®   ln   tllat   I.ape.t.      He   T.a   a
tL-I.etched   8&llor.   hove`..r.   and   8`utered
greatly   from   eeaalckneas   on   tti.   toiig
`'oyage.     .`.o  doubt  he   was  glad   *hen
tlie   #hlp   react)®d   W&shlngt®n   and    b®
foulid  himself  once  more on  terr&  ltmriL
eveq  if lt  ya8 behind the bare o[ tl)e Ou
C&plt®l  I+lson-

Durlng  the  time  tle  -a.  ®n  bo]rd.th.

local.d  and  asked  for  lnstru.tlon-.
}Ii..   Sew.ard  Instructed  Nr.   Klng  to  ask
I?.it.d!nal   .\ntonel]l.   the   r'apal   Secretary
of   State.   If  the   IJnlted   States   made   a
dcl"tnd   for   Siirratt   t`.ou]d   the   Papal
Gi,`.ernment   gi`.e   him   up.     The   aTiswer
was  "Yes.  6end  for  him...

.\Ir.    King's   next   step   tpas   to   com.;
IT`iLnic'ate    "'lth    Admiral    Goldshoi.ougb, ;
co`nmanding the  European  squadi.on.        I

Ttle    Su.aitara    at    the    tilTie    a.as    at!:
}tai.seilleg   aitd   Commander   \`.itliam   ``.'!

board  and  reTi®rt  to  the  Admiral.

accompanied      Commander..   J®trers      to:

::n°tTe.w,T;hc::d!tbe"::8s]teaatT:::dthwaj:hsE?;i
comriany.at  a  llttle  distance  from  Rome,
had   been  -piit   undet.  `arrest   and   oti   tilg.
Way  a8  a  Tit'isoner  to  the  clt}.  managed
to   elude   lii8.  gua]d8   and   escape    lTito
Ifallan  terl.ltoT.y.   gettlng  to  .`.aple8  and
as   a   tliird   class   pacseng.I.   had   gone
at`oard   an   Italian   steamer   bound    riir
Alexandria  by  w&}.  of  Malta.

The    .ti\`.atara    followed.    8topplng    at
}Ialta.     The  ]tallan  s]`lp  had  beei`  th®ro
a]`{]    .=oiie.      The    Sw&t&ra    left    fit    ont.a.
;trri`.ing  <|t  Ale.`andria  a  few  d.|}.s` after
the  Italian  tiad  niadc  port.

Unrortunatel}.  for  Surratt.,  Nariles  had
h:`d  a  `.isitatiol`  of  cho]era ®iid. ``a8  con-
S:idered  a  foul `port  b}.  tl`e  autl.oi`iti®s  ol
Alexan{1ria.   an{l   all   the  thlt`d   cl`isB  pas-

S*atal.a   an   armed   centry   -as  at  hi.

#r.:*t]n,a.0#eeb,?i,ir.?um#:n`::rd
the omcer or the deal .`rer epof[. to hlm :
the]r   conver-tlon   T&.   lltBlt.a   to   ln.
qulr]e.  fop  hl8  h®aJ.h  at`d  comfort.

H.   wac   n®`.er   tried   by   a   tnlll(&ry
comm!-Ion.    ]n  th.e  .urbmer  ot  18®7  hle
fir'&t  (rlar *a.  ln  the  Crlmln-I  C®uut  ln
W&8tilngtorl.    berorb    J`rdee    Flcher:    I
v..  a  v..ItTled  at  thi.  trl.I  elrnpty  to
|whtlfy I.lm .. toe in.n tak.a on board
tl`.  8vp.I.in  a.  ^lemn`drqL.  lion  ln
ha.mtror.  186®.   in. ]ur7 dlaei`-a .`
thto  trl.I  .r(er  many bout. of conthr-*#°une.ntantdrf::°chqud#;t:#nlht
lndlctm.tit -ae all.thd .ad Bmrrat( v..
-I  .I  llber'y.                                 `

Wh®the 8t®.  I&.rl. e.er ret»lwi ey
r.v&rd  I  fi.vcr  lt]afro.

;:el':g*?;:6¥ke:i`era:a:a:{}e3ntdoert'`al&¥3raf:tr`n:}L.#.,n,Somg.£..TFTFTtoTcaT¥:*.
Commander    Jefl'ers    wafted    ®n     ®ui.

NililsLer    `Re*itlent.     the     Tloi`.     i...I`.ar|e9}
ue&.tlon :   "Jf `theand   tJ`e   sable


