
OPEN  I,ETTERS.
Jpip,  and  noting,  not  lhc  occasional  in(onalion,  the
ouriou8  li(tle  gasp, erid a(her  trifling points  common
to  both  impcr8ona`tions,  but   the   radical   difrercnces
which  exi§(  between  thetD.    .These  ore  to  be  found,
not in the variety or.costume only.-(he only pre(cnsc
of versatility  afforded  by  the  ordinary  hack-actor  of
the day,-but  in  the man  himself, in  his walk, ill his
gestures, in  his  carriage, in  his  atldrcss, in his voice,
and  in  his  laugh.   TI`e only constant point of  rcscm-
blance  between  the two men is  in  (he  matter Of age.
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8hameless, if fascimting, jollily of iF.4  and (he swce(,
t]nsclfish,  indomitable  cheer.fulness  of  Ctf/c4,  or  be.
tvccn  (he  methods which throw a glamour of poetry
and  romance  about the forlorn  and  forgotten  reveler
and  those which  ore  8o  infinitely pathetic jn the case
Of the old (ey-mcker.   On  the  one  hand, a detestable
character  is  endowed  with  irresistible  chain  by  the
•heer force of poetic imagimlion ;  and on the other, a
tLature of a type at once  the  8iDplcst  and the liighcst
i. portrayed with a (ruth which is  as  masterly as it is
•frecling.   There  js  nothing  in  " Rip  Van  Winkle"
tborc  touctiing  than  those  Scenes where Co/.A listens
while  I)z7/  revealg  to  ,BcrdAa  the  s(ory  of  his  noble
deceit,  and  *hcre  he  recqgnize8  the  Son  whom  hc
deemed  lost  in  "the.golden  South  Amcricas."  The
ply or emotion on Mr. Jeffcr§on.8 face at the moment
of recognition, a9  wonderment,  dqubt,  and  hope `a4'e
iocceedcd by certain(y and rap(urous joy,-his depre-'
atory,  Spasmodic   action   as   he   turns   away   from
That  he evidently fears i9 a delusion of  the set]ses,-
end  his   final  rush  into  the  arms  of  his  Son,-are
triumphs of the t]ighest kind.   .Ilere  the  actor is lost
in the fictitious character, and  the silnulation becomes
on actual impersomtion, which is the highest possible
dmmatic achicvemcnt.

It  would  be  easy  to  dilate,  ir Space permitted,  on
the beauty of the merely mechanical as opposed to the
apiritunl part or this performance.   The fineness of the
firfuh,  noticeable  in  all  Mr. ]efferson's  creations,  is
eqtially remarhable in this.   The minutest "business "
is  transacted  wi(h. a  ncatne§s  and  precision  which
could  not  easily  be  surpassed.   Nowhere  is  there  a
•ign`of premeditation  dr  design ;  all  i§  done  simply,
mturally, and without a(rain.   The methods `employed
Ire those of comedy, and he never ohce  permits  him-
cell to fall into extmvagancc  except  in  his rianner of
hissing r../// at the fall of the curtain.   The  indiscre.
tion  here is small  perhaps, t]ut  it  is  a  blot on a most
deljghtrul  picture, which  ought  not  to  remain.   It  is
only in works of the rarest excellence that the smallest
blemiabes are serious.

This  impersonation  would  place  Mr.  Jefferson  at
the  head of contemporary comedians if he had  never
been seen in other parts, and is an unanswerable proof,
if any were needed, of the great rarfe of  his powers.

#h?e°vdcti|itsptdefap,:ct,;Oho;:¥S:goc¥:8w°fre°nt:::nr;C:hn:
victories  of a  quar(cr of a .century  ago-of his  Bod
4c#J   and   his   Co/I.gA///,.   but  the  time  does  not
serve, and  no(hing  remains  but  to  express  the  hope
that  it will  not  be  long  before  he  introduces   some
more portraits from his unrivaled gallery.

J.  Ra"hen  Tooust.

`477

].I.nol). D.vl. ud a.nerd l[olt.
IN  THE CENTURy for November is an article, " The

.Capture or Jefferson Davis," by Mr.  Burton N.  Har-
rison.    The  following  phrases and  sen(ences  are  to
bc round`in  this article :   In a note  by the author, on
pagel36or(hemagazine:    "   .     .    .    Theschems
of Stanton and Holt to fas(en dpon Mi. Davis charges
of a  guilty  forcknowledgc  of, ir not  parlicipation  in,
the  murder  of  Mr.  Lincoln."   And  in   the  text,  on
I)age  145:   ``Stanton   and   Holl,  la`vyers   botli,  very
well  knew (hat  Mr.  Davis  could  never  be  convic(ed
on  an   indictment .for  treason,  but  were  determined
to  hang  him  anyhow,  and were  in  search  or a  pre-
text  for doing  so ....   To  have  been  a  pris-
oner  in. the  han{`s of  the  Government or  (he  United
Sta(e§, arid tiot (o have l]ecn brought to trial upon any
of the  charges  against  him, is sufficient  refufa(ion of
them all.   It  indicates  that
knew (he accusat.ions could

the  people in Washington
i`ot bc sustalned'. "

Now,  I  can  §arely leave  the  defense  of  Secretary
Stanton to abler pens  than  mine.    But I hold-con-
trary, I  know,  to  the  usual  opinion-that  the  dead,
whose  time  of action  is  past,  stand  less  in  need  of
vindication   tlian   th`e   living.    Therefore,   I   wish   to
speck  as  to  the  charges   made   by  Mr.   Harrison
against  General  Holt;  yet not with  my own  mouth;
for  it strikes  me  (hat  the  fit(ing  ans\ver  to  them  is
found  in  General  Holt's  own  s(atement  concerning
another  matter, published within  the  month, but  be-
fore Mr.  Harrison's paper was given to the public.

General Holt. in this statement (a reply,in the form
of a letter published in the " P`hiladelphia Press," under
the date of October 8tb,. to an a(tack upon him by the
ex.conspirator, brr<.Jacob Thqupson), speaks  as  fol-
lows conccrningthe action-s-or a certain Sanford Con-

ix:::sfisr:;{hne°:fait:f`?£eG:¥*:nodftphrcesTdueb:icLin:
coln   (thorigli   Conover'B   testimon}.concerned   not
those conspirators  executed for that crime, but others
who were never brought (o trial) :
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which  the  following  is  the  opening  paragraph:     '

« t NEw-YORK, July ?6,  1865.
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last tendeney, in  its  undcrvahing  of the  significa]ce      I
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the attempt is made to explain the Origin of the chris-     `
tian  rdigion.   Hcne  the grtat  originating canse is a J
Person.   Nothing  in  his  environment  stlffices  to car.
plain  l]im.   Nothing ih  his  antcedci)ts  or  circtLm
stances accotmts for  the ?ppcarance, then and  there
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society.

AIEin to  tbc  tetiderty -rich had. inca to dun oqLI:btryedoffaf=|Pisffcerds°#L¥,®=L=
the  stream  of coDsqueDct3 vhicb' hate flo-ed from
his  life, eeaching)  and  death.   In  the  mist Of critical
6onjectue -hick is thrtm om ± portions Of`
the -Evan\gd5cal narra6us, .rd the dqut*s -bich ar-
flict many minds, it is a rgiviif to cpotcDdatc the wh-
fiable ndts Of the voft.of]c3os mongmeD.  Not .
few die dbei] profoundct imFessins or his iBef-Jfablc povcr, and acdlence hi a dcae sorry af the
histtry Of Chritmdm  The giowh Of the gnin of
mstard-Seed. the spread Of the lefty ha a ratty
and inpressiveness  -hick  the most ckdyl mindr'  ,
are capable of recognizing.   It is obc of the best eerT.    a
ices which a -orb lil. the " Gesb Chisti " of ldr.
Crace renders that it gives the rcader a fetch  idea or
the energy, die bencficcot coergy, that resides in tllc
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the various  rome Of phfrothropy in which the info-
encc of Christ is direedy tractable   Hc dTchs oD the
mitigation  Of the .clcessive  pecmal athorty vhidr\
prevailed in the ancient wild ; the dcvation of -onan
tinder the tmigi] and ptLrc tcachingof the Gospd ; the
sanctity thrown  ir®ond  mTriage `and  the  dontstic
hcarthstonc;  the melting of the chains or the bonds
than ; the chditi®n Of cnd and brotal sports, me the
contests  of the arena;  the  incmsed  tenderness for
children, compand with the practice and giv of aB.
tiquity ; the  atqudonmczLt of the  privet. rars Which
prmfled in the fuda) ages ;  'the discoding Of torfure :`
and the rcfom Of criminal jtirisprtidence.` the sobsti-
thtion Of arbitration for war, and  the astonishing mit-
igationofthchorrorsofvarwhichtheapiritorht]man-
ity in,modem tines has intrednced, etc.   The,efrct Of,  `
stich a discussion  dcpcnds, of cour`§c, on  the  il]tercst
that  belongs  to the .illustrative fac(s.   Chae §ccs from
snch  a  broad  stirvey that  thcrc  has  tren  steadily  -
operating a subtle and powerfu indt)ence which, when    J
followed hack, lends to the CToss or Christ.   The trtith
Ofthesacredncssofhtimanity,ofthcdigDityandworth
of every htiman soul, bc its ootward condition nco
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with  an  jncTeasing  effia.eney.   ThDs  hqman  socfty
becomes more and more christian.   Christ is scqu,not

:eniss]E):a:9n¥'anb:t];;nee.his  Spirit. incoTporaled hto

Gcorgc P. Fishcr.
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whesses. -condence-stricken,  cane  and  confessed

Had Gencnd Holt bcca maliciously dctcrmined to
have the life Of my one, voBld he have acted thus?
Or®amc  oo&    He  chord  hinsdf in  this  affiir,
ae d"y8, a  most hononble, hich-minded, qd  jtLst
"Q.

The Scrssinists ull never fotdr` bin, bccanse,
I.cing a " BordcT mad,"-a Kcntpcldan by birth,-he
chcec  rather  t®  rcmdr  trge  to  the  Union  than  to
join  tim  BtLt  no  lay-I  peson  vim  make  this  a
groud Of complaint against htry

IA,all;t

Tb. lnlticac€  Of CLrid..

WHo, aftp the EvangeEsts, vill' vcrfurc lo witc
the ljfc of jc§tis?  This deprecatory qtiestion of lies-
dig has not premted, doing the last three or four
decades, the coDposilion Of nuncrous bioinphies or
bin whose career is depicted ininitably by the  Four
Enngclists.  Gonany has been mast prolific of these
-orlEs.`  FTance has  prodoecd one cxcchent beck of
this  dass,  "The  Life of Jesus," by  Hessense, and
aoother  fanou  whting, of a critinl and di;tinctiv€
asc the "Vie  de  Jesus " of M.  Rcnan.   Even  Scot-
land, whcne' the abstract  discussions of theology have
sffll  the  strongest  fascination. has  made its cotitribti-
tions to this`.pecies Of biographic writing.   It is east
to scc how 'the minds of men  are drawn  away from
the problctbs of dogmatl.c  theology, soch as  prcdcs-
tintion .and free will, and fastened on  the  wonderful
persot]ality of the  Fotinder. rThe  attention  is drawn
aw?y from  the cirenmference  to the center.   It is re.
fnarhable  that  this   vivid  interest   in  the  qtiestion.
" What  think  ye  of Christ? ':-this `conccntration of
thought  on  the Person vyho  gives  to  Christianity its
being,-is  sinulta,neoqs with  a widesprcad tendeney,
rife in all  the cmpirieal schools, to make little  of per-
sonality and  personal  force, and  to  make  everything
of general causes and impersonal forces as determining
the current of history.   The one.sided charaqtei of this
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