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T:iE   FLIGHT

"Vengef.}ice! "   1.-.r8.a   tile    cry   of   T,*irasl-iington   and   the   l`Torth   on   i3ELtu-r'daLy,  .1:Lpril

15,1865,   when  tile   T7ord   spread.abl.oad  that   Pr.esident   Lincoln  `i-7as   deLJ.d.      't`,'here   had

the   assassins   hidden?     ``ho  aided  their.i?     The  tor-for-stricken  Ca=3itol   city  I../as   i-,lade

si:ill  gloomier  by  a  heavy  rain.     JJ:very  face   had  the  mour.nful  aspect   of   inexpressible,

be\ti./.ildering   llo¢ror  and  grief; Li.!icl   excitement   becal+ie   fear.fully  intense.    (i)

Rejoicin`:i  and   exult,.:ttion  over.  the   dcF.7nfall   of  tii.e   rebellion  '\r.7liich   for.  the

pa.st   four  d€Lys   had  been  breaking  f or-t,h  in  every  city,   village,   and  countryside   of  the

l\Jorth  tFa.s   succeeded  -\`'/ith   few   exceptions   by   deep   gr.ief .      =```antastic   gaiety  \Ta.r::   turned

into  riiourning.     The   fifing   of  guns  aLnd  the  raking  c)f  bonfir.es   ceased.      Streets  and

buil\'liii€`;3  i-v'hich  had  been  brilliaritly  decc)rated  with  flags  and  \r/reE}ths  \.;ere  draped  in

funerfal  black,#nder  a  tall  ca.+uafa..1que  in  the  east  room  of  iuhe  `-.'hii,e  House  the

body  of  the   late  Presidoiit   lcly  in  the  majesty  of   death.      (2)     At   eleven  o'clock  on

SL]Lfurdg.yg   .`Liidrew   Johii.son  the   Vice-President,   took  the   Presidentia.1   oath   of   ofj-.ice

in  the   presence   of   Chief-Ju.s`u-uice   Chase   and  a   fev.r  `w.itnesses.    (3)

In  the   lrjeanti.iie,   `-.rher`e   -\,`,7ere   the   assassins?      At   the   conspire.c:\r  t-urial,   aL

witness  testified  that   on  the  night   of  the  fourteenth  of  ,Aipril,   he  was  on  the  Br-y;i.n-

tot,I.rn   rc)€Ld8    coming   to   ``\`.-ashing-:,on9    and   tlbou`Gao'cloclc,   when   on  Good   Hope   .Hill,    he

met  ti,`7o  horse}`.rien,   one   about   ha.If  a  nile   behind  the   othf3r,   and  both  riding  very   fast.

The   first8   who  v.fas   on  a     de.r.k   horse,   a.shed   if   a  horsel-.'ian  ha.d  passed   ahead;   he   also

::::dh:rhnen:#o#§}|*:::Lg::d#:;n°"urnt°thorlohG.The\,itnesb
As   the   second   horse}iian  r`ode   up,   a  nurji'oer   of   teai!isters   were   passing   ancl

the  vj'itnes§   heard   him  asl:  them  `-/`ri.ether  a  horsel;lan  had  passed  ahead.      He   rode   a  lighLu

horse  of  a  roan  or  an  iron-gray  color.

=bTrom  the  top   of  a-ood  Hope   IIill  tile   road  to   Surrattville  I:rhich  Bootii  and

Herold   jf.olloT.Ted   ran   for`   hine   miles   tl.trough   op. en   f&rming   couri_tr.y,   'v..rit}i  easy  hi].Is

and  much  level  going  which  ga.ve  a  chance   for  fast   ridin:.   (5)     IIerold  overtook

Booth  on  this   ro&d,for  Boot,h's  broken  leg  prevented   continuou.s   r`iding  a.t  a  rapid
c#.`,`~

pace,a.nd  the  tvuro  rode   on  together  in  the^moonlight,      (6)     probEibly  comparing  notes
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on  the   evening's  performances.     J`it  midnigiit,   according  to   Jolm  I|1oyd,-kee|]er  of

}'.{rs.   Surratt's   raveril„   Booth  and  Herold  rode  up  to  the   fr.one  door.      Herold

disniouii.ted  and  asked  Lloyd   for  the  \rreapons  \.rhich  had  been  left  by  tlier'i  at  the

Tavern  five   or   six  v/eeks   bi,`fore.        Bootii  remained   on  his   horse  and  refu.sed  to

take  his  carbine,   saying  tha.i-I  h6-   could  not   handle   it  due  to  the   fact  that  his

leg   was   brolceri„      He   then  ¢ntiu.ired   if   tz-:erc~  iLj.ere   5Lny   doctors   ill.  t}ic   neigh-tiorhoocl.

15Jhen  Lloyd  ariswered  in  the  negative,     Booth  said  he  must  try  and  find  one   some-

where.     In  additiorl  to  a  ctLrbine,   Herold  was  given  a  field  glass   left  by  I.]Lrs.

Surratt  that  afterrioon  and  aL  bc>ttle   of  whisky  from  \i,/-hich  he   first   drank  t}..en  took

it   out  to  Booth.     As  they  were  leaving   }+{erold  boastiii.Sly  clEiimed,   "I  ar`i  pretty

certain  '`i,7e   have  assassinated  the  President  and  Secretary  Seward."     Then  -both  \`.rere

off   on  the   I.oad  to\ri.rand  the  villa.ge   of   "T.B."      (7)

Boo+h's   fractu.red   leg   began  to  pa.in   severe,ly.     A  doctor  Lriust   be   fourl.d.

He   was   8.rixious   to   retich  the  Potomac   ci.nd   plELce   its   i.,tide   ej`Lpanse   betifj7een   hil-iiself   and

possible   ruursuers   bu+   suddenly  reri.ieziibering  tile  rebel   sylitpathizer.,Dr.   Sanuel  I`,:udd,/
whom  he   had  met  the   previous  autumn,   he  and  IIerold  devia.t-led   from  the   chosen  routedid
to  the   house   of  the   doctor,   a  short   distance  northeast   of  Bry[JLuto'yrirfibou+u   sixteen

I.1.iles   south  ol^   Surra.ttville,

Thi#= :7#fl  deci;io!i_,jror  herid  Booth  and  Herold  taken  the  straight

rciad   frol:1.  i,i,Tashiligton  `u.o  Port   Tc`bacco   ori  the   Pot,onrac,   a  distance   oj'   thirty-five

miles,   the.y  could  have  reached  i-his  point   by  da.ybre&l{:8   crossed  the  five.r  in  an

hour,LLand  a  day  or  two  later  have  been  in  the   heart   of  the   Southa       There  they

would  have  been  sgLfe   fr.om  im-.iediate  pursuit   and  might   have  }iiade  their  wa.y  to

l\,ilexico   or  the   little-settled  Soutin-,rest  ar+d  evaLded   justice   for   some  nionths   or  even

years   -  "But  Fate   or   Justice   ordered   ot}`ierFyi6e riE

the   forests  and   si.-,/'anlps  were   Booth's   home,   1.Jith  pt`.i;Z   and  dreildA  iarld  a.Zli,uish.

Arriviri.g  at   Doctor  I`.:udd's  about  daybrecLk  on  Satu.rday,jE±=fa   :ierold

rapi\cd  at  thefr#drTr=i: Booth  remained  mounted,edti#.1.cn  the  Doctor  opened  the

door,   Herold  tolcl  him  t}`iat   Boot}i's   horse   had   fallen  on  its  rider.  and  broken  his

and   for  tell.  days  a.nd  nights

`/.`
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leg  and  that  they  had  come  there  to  ha.ve   ilo   set.     'tYith  the  Aid  of  Herold,^l`:udd

helped  Booth  ctff   his   hctrse   and   into  the   house.     Placing   him  on  a  s`ofa,   the   doctor9

a.ccording  to  his   o`-v'n  stol.y,    split  the   leg   of   Bcoth's  boot   dovrn  to  the   instep,

Slipped  it   off  and  the   sock  ``r,'ith  it.      He  then  felt   carefully  i.,-ith  both  ha.nds   do-`,',+.n

along  the  leg,   ancl   found  that   it  v/as  fractured  il.ear  the  ankle.     He  iixprovised  out

of  pasteboard  a  sort   oi.  boot  that  adher.ed   clos expenouth  to  the  leg  to  keep  it

r.igiJ.Iy`   str.Sight  below  the   knee ....`i  lot.,Trout   shoe  was   substituted   f or  the   leaLtiier

boot.   (8)     Colonel  H.H ..,..,. ells  testified  that,   in  an  interviei.7  the  \/eek  after  the

assa.ssiiiatioii,   Doctor  1,fudd  tolcl   him  he   had   exa.mined  Booth's  leg  and  found  that  the

from.L   bone  v.ra.s   broken,   neEirly  at   ritjht   aLngles,   about  t\Ti.o  ,inches  above  the   instepo
7:crf`4i44f3,
t  a  breaking  as  it  could  i]ossibly[tsee],]edLnhi¥&j¥9gn

be.        On  the   follo\-.'ing  FridaS\+uhe   boot   removed  from:  Booth's  broken  leg  was  given  to

Feder&1  detec+.ives  arid  placed  in  evidence  at  the  tria.1  in  July.     Inside  i-he  leg  of

the  boot  were   found  the  \-rords,.'J.   i.tirilkesq/     It  v/as  €i.long  riding  .ooot,   for  the   ±££i

f oot,   slit  up  the  front  f or  about  eifjht   inches,   and  can  be   found  todaLy  in  the

secret   ar.chives   of   the  `.i,raf   Departrient  a.a-+ong   other  }iiementoes   of  the   assaesi..n.a.lion.

(9)

Herold  ate  breal:fast   and  dinner  in  the  dining   roonlt  of   Dr.   I',indd's   hoirie,

cha.tting  \'.7ith  the   doctor  and  his   fariily  about  people  i,hey  bo+uh  knew  in  the  neii,h-L;or-

hood  `7/hile   Booth,   pr.ocuring  the   doctor';3   razor,   shL].ved   off   his  r.iustache  and  go.in=--,#-
upstg.irs  stayed  all  day  in  his  room.     tie  and  lierold  renrained  until  bett.reen  2' and

%'clock  that  Lfternoon,'L,rhcr.  the  nearness  of  the  evening  made  it  seem  safer  to

veli+Lure   f orth.

Dr.   i.:udct   (10)   ha.d   constructed  a.  crui;c'ri.  for   Booth  and  aLttexpted   during  the

afternoon  to  procure  &  carriage  to  take  the  tii/o  men  to  the  riv6r  i.J'.rli.ich  they  seendd

so  a.nxious  to  reach.     The  doctor  failed  in  his   efforts  to  borro`.-.   the   conveyance,i'.A
and   I-Ierold,\'I/ho^accor+1.panied   him,   retu.rned  `,-,'ith  the   armouncement   tha.i   they  i..rould  get

a:\n/ay   on  horseback.   (11)     The   horses  `-,'ere   brought   out,   Herold  assisted  Booth  iri.to

the   saddle  and  they  set   out   toward  the  nearby  ZekiaLh  S`,vamps  \T,rhich  extend   lnor   fifteen
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miles   si,outhward  tot:/aLrd  the  Potomac.

Booth  and  Herold   i:`oon  lost  their  \..ray  near  Brice   Chapel  and  meeting  a  I?egro,

Os`,`ra|d   Swann,   hired  him  to  lead  them  to  Rlcil  Hill,   -I.hc   house   Of   Sariluel  COX9   a  tlroi;#;;:jufroth

ciri~d  \'.tealthy   southe.rn   syi:i3athizer,   \,Thcre   they  arrived  before   dayligh-i   on  Sunday  nioi~nin;in.

This  was   c>n  the   edge   of   the   Zakiah  S`,-.tamp,   t`fi/elve  miles   south   of   Doctor  Fu,:i.d's.

Caijtain  Sa}iiuel  Cox  is   said  to  have   knot.'n  something   of  the,   abduc+uion  pla.ns

but  nothing  of  the  assassination  plot.     Booth  identified  hii!iself  to  Cox  by  sho'„ing

"his  initia.Is  doae  in  India  ink  upon  his  \:.Jrist"   (12)   and  stated  to  the  Captain  that

they  had  been  dir.ected  to   him  by  Doctor  i.-.udd.        In  .I-,he   narii,e   of  the   Southern   cause,

T3roth  pleaded   for   assistance   from  Cox  to  put   I-Ier.old  and  hii.iself  across   the  Potoriiac

``.rhich  wa.s   not..J  .but   i-our  miles  an-ray®      Cox  well  kliew  that  the   section  was   overrun  with

Federal   soldiers`  sea.I.ching   j`or  the   assa`L``:ill.,and  that   he   \-,you.1d  be   ri'sking   his   life  by

giving  Booth  ai'id   Her.old  8.id,   but   he   wELs  iL-,rillirig  to  take   the   chance.

veral  \'reeks   latea/told  some  goverrment   detectives  \.,rho  were
unkae!r.nen,One0..T!honhada

€'TJJ

Oswald   Sv,ran i
hunting  f or   cl*5   in  loTlt_,er  i±ryland

broken  leg,   to  th+L.   Cox  home   a.nd  lnd  not  :.-.ary,  _=iT3±[==;F-±f ,   one   of  Captain  Cox's

ft6/rv&nts,   testified  Ju-hat  the  inen  `r/ere  sent  awELy  anl',  not  dllo\,ed  to  enter  the  house,

rash  act {iit~ho;LILCox  woul_d  at  least   have  suf fcred  inprisomient  if  not  death  for  his

he  ',..,rould  not   let  the  pa.ir  enter  the  house, send   his   overseer,   Franklin  RobLy,  "`i-,o

ile  ueL+   of  the   riouse."
:~€T_tt_-fr_cL
ense   pine  ``..oods   near  a   s;\ring#:#!:1::leg::::a:;I::::€:::h::i::::::#li-;-;=-¥g

guide  them  to  a  thick  grove   of  pine  in  a  gully  about

Later.  tha+xp morni'ng  the  Captain  changed  them  to  inoth

ol-\T;ater  about  half  a  mile   south   of  irj'hat   is   no\7.I  Co::'s   station  alid   "within  hcilf  a

mile   of  the  r.rail  road  to  the  Potomac,   but   so  ¥/ell  hidden  that  the  swarms   of  soldiers

passed  and  repassed  i`-.7ithiri.  hearing   f or  nearly  a  ..',reek."

Cox  tpen  sent   for  a  foster  brother,   Thomas  Ai   Jones,   \`.Jho  lived  about  three

miles   nearer  the  Potom&c   on  a  rjlace   called   "Hucl:leberry,"   and  i`r7ho   liad  been   engaged

duriri.g  the  war  in  carryinc tconfederate   spies  and  -Blockade   I.uni'iers  a.cross  the  Potor;1,ac.

Jones   bg5s  pu.u  the   events   of  the   folloi,.,- ing   cold,clou.dy  and  darip  -iveek   in  a  book,"John

\r/ilkes   BooJuh;'   from  \-,rhich  \-/e   quote   (13):      "It   was  a  little   after  nine   o'clock  'v...'hen  we
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(14)   I.eached  Rich  Hill.     Cox  met  me  at  the  gate  and  `./e  vJalked  of f  a  s}iort  distance

to  an  open'space  `,`7here  *uhere  `ifas  nothing  that  might  conceal  a  listener.     ,it  length

he  serfe:   "Tom,   I  had  visitors  about ©o'clock this  niorniii5q}    'i..ho  .`rere  the%

and  what  did  they  want?I     I  askedo      "They  want  to  get  across  the  riverq)  said  Cox,

a.ns\T/ering  my  last  question  first;  and  then  a.dded  in  a  i:/hisper,   'Have  you  heard  that

Lincoln  -..I/as  killed  Friday  night?'     I  said



.I Ye.s,  I. have heard it,' and

Xi!:h:2e,f¥.:£oa`sdi:ii:n_:_E;bi_,Jjn!ig::-e-;i;6;re:-;¥:-ie:;-;Ii-:'i` was  broken  by  Cox.
" `Tom,  we  must  get  those  men  who  were  here  this

then told him of my interview

m°::£;i:£C±°b:OSE:yh;aor!c|;:.i£:¥aeta:£t:h:en¥n:g:I:.e°*o:£

opsegia;;:ii:;£iei;i;!¥;:i:;I:;i:::r:;f;i:;o¥iji;

£:ES:£::k;'t#:s°'s::°une]b€:nx8h:ai;ds:

hgi;:sh;e:r;i,nt3hoegi:igi:!::::`refiae:#;-e¥-

;¥§E:;e;tn§:i;:;:g:ok;;u;[£:;a#j;:
a an early photograph.
HEROLD    .

and   that   he   threw   himsel-f

::;::c::i!::;::§:ir::y!:5t:¥j%:i:a;:::£i!i;fi,;ehFit:;s2t:n::![o:hi

iuet;:tise¥atFfa:d::::r:e:'t:;g:a;it;:s::i]:.::d¥:u:Stttiee::fi::S°:

3!atchee;£e:t:hf£Ch¥§Phj:::eifh,Ps!noevearbs::i,g¥:n¥.i`:

`which  I  do  not  remember  now.    He  also  pro-

#i:#:£k¥:Wa.;t:thffu:rde}fo;urit:h:;rSa:¥hao:idebia:nag;etiI;.:

Cox said to me as I was leaving.   `-They are fully armed
and  might  shoot you  through mistake.'"I  left  Cox  and  rode  toward  the  spot  he  had  indi-
cated.    As  I. drew  near  the  hiding  place  I  sa.w  a  bay
mare, with saddle and bridle  on, grazing in a` sinall open
space  where a clearing had been made for a tobacco bed.
I  at  first  thought  that  she  belonged  to  someone  in  the
neighborhood  and  had got  away.    I  caught  her and tied
her  to  a,  tree.'   -I  then  wcht  on -a  little   farther  until  I
thought   I   was   near   the   place   indicated   by   Cox.     I

ite°P]Poeodkeadnd§c8aarvc:,;hem`:its?£;nparefeonytj=ai:°ucnagutToadnsj
out  of  the  thicket  and  stood  before  me.    He  carried  a
carbine  ready  cocked in  his  hands.   .     -'" `Who are you, and what do you wait ?' he demanded.

£oe¢,°hme:e:r°|mamc°axi'ri[e#';eodu;h`::et£]odthrn::owf:::dfrfionf

i;n;j!tlh:e;j|j:¥:;i:§n§tr:i!3§:W¥off:i°::::;;:a:pr;#¥¢s±;t::::h:ysa§jg:

as he had told  Cox, that he had killed Pre;ident Lincoln.
He  said  he  knew  the  United  States  Government  would

i::!edv:c;re!,`;w:iiis#,ise:pit:#t:s,#n::i:;sb,c;ag?:t!:i.::p:vE;i';.
looked  at  him,  I  believed

very  desirous  to  know  what  the  world
and  as  I"Hc  seemed

thought  of  his  deed,  and  asked  me  to  bring  him  some

-`\\+\

`,,,-
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`'1  mentioned  to  Booth  that  I  ha.d  seen  a  horse  grazing  near  by,   and  he  said  it

belonged  to  him.     I  told  him  a.nd  I-Ierold  that  they  .`.-i-ould  have  to  get  rid  of  their

horses  or  they  `T/ould  certainly  betr.ay  them;   besides,   it  v,'ould  be  impossible  to  feed

them.      (15)

"Before  leaving,   I  pointed  out  to  Herold  a  spring  about  thirty  or  forty

yards  distant,   I,There  he  could  procur.e  i,'7ater  f or  hirnself  and  companion.     I  advised  him

to  be  very  cautious  in  going  to  the  spring,   as  there  was  a  footpath  rurming  necir  it

that  was  sometimes,   though  seld6m,   used.     Then,promising  to  see  them  next  day  and

bring  food  and  ne't-fspapers,   I  mounded  my  horse  and  rode   home."

Ii`r.om  the  newspapers  furnished  him  by  Jones,   Booth  learned  that  his  act  had

not  been  received  even  in  the  South  -\rtith  the  great  acclaim  \r7hich  he  had  expected  and

"bitterer  than  dea.th.  or  wounds  was  the  blow  to  his  vanity."

i-_*|     .__-£S

±€ar=ed  6f  the  rece'i]tion  of  the  ne\`7s  in  Baltimore-his  home  city~EFEEEREE
"Ba.Itimore,   :-Saturday,   .ipril  15,   1865.

"Toda.y  is  tr.uly  the  dari.:eat   of  the  war--the  ne'iiTJs  of  the  assassins.tion  of

the  President  has  caused  an  ii-npenetrable  gloom  over  the  city.     Business,   by  coin.lion

consent,   ha,s  been  entirely  suspended.     Stores  are  closed  and  in  mourning-flags

draped  in  crape  and  at  hall.-mast~i.rj-hile  the  city  bells  are  slowly  tolling.     The

•streets  are  thronged  T7ith  people,   and  hundreds  of  men  in  little  groups  are  talking  of

the  sad  event."     (16)

A  BaltiIliore  dispatch  f our  days  later  to  the  Associated  Pres#   stated  "The

feeling  here  against  Booth  is  gr.ea.tly  intensified  by  the  I"a.ct  that  he  is  a  Baltimorean."

(L7)          7jrior;:iiadeiphia,.\,here  the  sister  lived   jith  whom  he{;:e+t  ife  "Address"  the

previous  i]ovember,   Came  this  dispatch  on  Saturday,   April  15;     "The  most  intense  horror.

is  excited  by  the  lanentable  fate  of  President  Lincoln.       The  city  was  decorated  -\-,rith

fla.gs  and  streamers,   and  every  house  ga.ve  evidence  of  pr.eparations  f or  the  illuminations

fixed  f or  I:ionday  evening.     The  public   joy  gives  place  to  mourning,   and  there  is  a  deep

feeling  of  rage.       The  State  House  bell  has  been  tolling  all  the  morning.     The  solerun
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hue  of  mourning  drapes  all  the  telegr.aph  and  ne\';spaper  of fices.       h=ost  of  the   stores

ar.e  closed,   and  t..ie  tokens  of  grief  are  universal.    The  citizens  generally  are  bowed

do~\7n  \-;ith  grief .     The  doors  and  .shutters  of  priva.te  dwellings  are  draped  i,'7ith  the

habiliments  of  woe."     (18)

He  may  have  read  the  dispatch  t}`iat  the  actors   of  Nev7  York  City,   nrany  ol-

whom  he  kne\.f,   had  met   on  Tuesday,the gash,to  express  the  syr,apathy  and  I.egret  of  the

theatrical  ±irofessio%  and  resolved,   ''That  in  the  death  of  Abraham  Lincoln,   we  not

only  mourn  as  citizens  the  loss  of  our  revered  Chief  lfagistrate,   but  also,   a.s  pro-

fessionals,  a  patron  a.nd  true  friend  of  our  calling  and  its  professors,"  ang   "That

TTe  recognize  with  horror  and  detestation  the  atrocious  crime  \.,'i'iich  h&s  consigned

the  President  of  the  United  States  to  an  untimely  grave,  and  clothed  the  nation  in

I.obes  of  mourning,  and  that  in  view  of  the  nation's  'oereave"ent,   the  member.a  of  the

profession  wear  the  usual  badge  of  mourning  f or  thirty  days,   for  one  \.7ho,   in  the

language  of  the  great  master  of  our  art,

Hath  borne  his  faculties  so  meek,   hath  been
So  clear  in  his  grea.t  office,  that  his  virtues'`.-I'.ill  plead  like  angels,  trumpet-tongued,   against
The  deep  danna.tion  of  his  taking  off."

(19)

ifL,.
Did  he  read^ published  in±h-]aier;€]?{]=prF±  letter  of  R.S.  Ewel]/,

:.,

Confederate  States  General,   to  General  Grant,   dated  Sunday  April  16th®

"General:     You  uill  appreciate,   I  an  sure,   the  senti]`iiend  '..7hich  Prol.ipts  me  to

drop  you  these  lines®     Of  all  the  misfortunes  '`-7hich  could  befall  the  Southern  peoplg

or  any  ;3outhern  man,   by   far  the   gr.eatest,   in  my   judgment,   -ir7ould  be  the  pr`cva.1ence

of  the  idea  that  they  could  entertain  any  other  than  f eelings  of  unqualif ied  abhorr`-

ence  and  indignation  for  the  assassins.tion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,

arid  the  attempt  to  assassinate  the  Secretary  of  State.     No  language  ca.n  adequately
/

express  the  shock  produced  upon  nyself ,   in  common  L-,'ith  aill  the  oi;her  general  of ficers

co.nfined  here  ``.7ith  me,   by  the   occurrence  of  this  appalling  crime,   and  by  the  seeming

tendency  in  the  public  mind  to   connect  the  South  and  Southern  rTien  -`...t'ith  it.     Need  we

say  that  `'/e  ar.e  not  assa.ssins,   nor  the  allies  of  assassins,   be  they  from  the  North  or.
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fro!Ii  the   South,   and  that   coming  aLs  we  do   fr.om  most   of  the   States   of  the   South  \7e

\r/ould  be  ashariied  of   our  o\-/n  people,   were  we  not  assured  that  they  i.,-Jill  reproba.te

this  crime.     Under  the  cir.cunstances  I  could  not  refrain  from  some  expr.ession  of  my

feelings.     I  thus  utter  them  to  a  soldier  who  \[7ill  cot:iprehend  them.   .  The   follov7ing

officers,   faj.   Gens.   Edo   Jo}mson,i   of  Virginia,   a.nd  I-:ershaw  of  South  Carolina;   Brig-

adierrTeperals  Bardon,   Corse,   Eiunton,   and  Jones,   of  Virginia,   Du  Bose,   5iiuns,   and

H.R.   Jackson,   of  Georgia;   Frazer,   of  Alabama;   Smith  and  Cordon,   of  Tennessee;   C;'abell,

of  Ar.kansas,   and  }`hrnraduke,   of  1..|ssouri,   a.nd  Commodore  Tucker,   of  Virginia,   all

heartily  concur  \i./ith  me  in  what  I  have  said.

Respectfully,   general,

R.S.   Ewell,

Lieutenantndeneral,   C.a.   .qLrmy."

(20)

ttmd  if   Jones  furnished  Booth  a  Copy  of  EEg Richmond i.-jELig  of  iALpril  l8th,   he  learned

that  the  opinion  of  the  er.stwhile  capital  of  the  Confederacy  on  his  bloody  deed  was:

"The  heaviest  blow  which  has  ever  fa.11;n  upon  the  people   of  the  South  has  descended.

Abraham  Lincoln,   the  President   of  the  United  States,   has  been  assassinated.       The

decease  of  the  Chief  Lingistrate  of  the  nation  at  any  period  is  an  event  \.,'hich  pro-

foundly  affects  the  public  mind;   but  the  time,   r!ranner,   and  circun.rista.noes  oi`  President

Lincoln's  death  render  it  the  most  nor.`ientous,   most  appalling,   most  deplorable  calamity

\rJhich  has  ever  befallen  the  people  of  the  United  States.     ri`he  thoughtless  and  the

vicious  may  affect  to  derive  satisfaction  from  the  ,i-,udden  and  tragic  close  of  the

President's  career.,   but  every  reflecting  person  t..-I.ill  deplore  the  a\:/ful  event.     Just

as  everything  was  hapi:jily  conspiring  to  a  restoration  of tranq'Liirity  under  the

benignant  and  r,-flgnanimous    policy  of  I`:r.   Iiincoln,   comes  this  terrible  blo.jT/.     God  grant

that  it  mgLy  not  rekindle  excitement  or  inflame  passion  again.     That  a  state  of  war

should  give  rise  to  bitter  feeling  and  bloody  deeds  in  the  field  was  to  be  expected,

but  that  the  assa.ssin's  knife  and  bullet  should  follow  the  great  and  best-loved  of  the

nation  in  their  daily  \'Jalks  and  reaLch  them  \=/hen  surrounded  by  their  friends,   is  an
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atrocity  which  \.,Jill  shock  and  api)all  every  honorable  man  and  .t-;oman  in  the  land.     The

seer.ecy  with  which  the  assassin  or  assassins  pursued  their  victims€  indicated  that

t±}ere  were  but  few  accomplices  of  this  inhunancorime.     The  abhorrence  with  \-/hich  it

is  regarded  on  all  side;g  ',-.rill,   it  is  hoped,   deter  insane  and  }mlignant  men  from  the

emulation  of  the  infamy  which  attaches  to  this  infernal  deed.    '\.j.e  cannot  pursue  the

subject  further.    T`j'.e  contemplate  too  deeply  and  painfully  the  horrible  aspects  of

this  calamity  to  comment  upon  it  further."     (31)

And  how  it  must   iiave   seared  the   soul  of   John  '..`rilkes   if  he  read  the   i ollo..j'ing

letter.  of  his  brother.  Ed.v.Jin,   dated  Boston,   ,.ipril  15th,   to  the  manager  of  the  Boston

Thai ridif-;   hi4±.. ~  ,:   Tf *if a:<c   Car ¢,.c:. f a /" ,,¢+,.
"illy  dear  Sir:

"i'Irith  deepest  sorrow  a.nd  great  agitation  I  thank  you  f or.  relieving  me  f ron

engagement  `,'7ith  your.self  and  the  public.     The  net..rs  of  the  morning  has  made  me  wretched

indeed,   not  only  beca.use  I  have  received  the  untla,ppy  tidings  of  the  suspicions  of  a

brother's  crime,   but  because  a  good  man  and  a  most   justly  honored  and  patriotic  ruler

has  fallen  in  an  hour  of  National  joy  by  the  hand  of  an  assassin.     The  memory  of  the

thousands  who  have  fallen  on  the  field  in  our  country's  defense  dur.ing  the  struggle

cannot  be  forgotten  by  me  even  in  this,  the  most  distressing  day  of  my  life.     I.ind  I

most  sincerely  pray  that  the  victories  we  have  already  'i'Jon  I.ray  stay  the  brand  of  \'Jar

and  the  tide  of  loyal  blood.     .+-nile  mourning  in  common  w-ith  all  other  loyal  hearts

the  death  of  the  President,   I  am  oppressed  by  a  private  \'foe  not  to  be  expressed  in

words.     But  '„'ha.tever  calaJnit#}#¥,:?:f#tc¥:t:r  mine,  my  country,   one  and  indivisible,

has  r.iy  warmest  devotiono"     (22},Booth    expressed  his  feelings  of  injury  and  self  pity

over  the  newspaper  stories  about  his  crime  in  penciled  notes  in  his  yea.r-old  pocket

diary.     The  first  entry  obviously  was  back  dated  `..;ith  the  idea.  of  f ollo-I-ring  v,Jith  a

day`to`day  notation.     It  begins:

„Te   Amoa"

Apr.il  13-14,   JTriday,   the   Ides.

"Until  today  nothing  -i-Jag  ever  thought   of  sacrificing  i.o  our  couutry's  \.frongs.

For  six  months  `.-Te  had  worked  to  cai]ture.     But   our  cause  being  almost  lost,     something
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decisive  and  great  must  be  done.     But  its  failure  -\-Jag  owing  to  others  who  did  not

strike  f or  their  country  \.7ith  a  heart.     I  struck  boldly,  and  not  as  the  papers  say.

I  walked  1,-.7ith  a  firm  step  through  a  thousand  of  his   friends;  \T,'ho   stopped,   but  pushed

on.       A  colonel  was  at  his  side.     I  shouted  "sic   semper"  before  I  fired.     In  jumping

I  broke  my  leg.     I  passed  all  his  pickets.     Rode  sixty  miles  that  night,  with  the

bone  of  my  leg  tearing  the  flesh  at  every  jump.

"I  can  never  repent  it,   t'nough  `[re  hated  to  kill.     Our  country  owed  all  her

troubles  to  him,   and  God  simply  made  me  the  instrument  of  his  punishment.

"The  country  is  not  what  it  was.     This  for.ced  union  is  not  .`vheit   I  have

loved.     I  care  not  '.I/hat  becomes   of  jiie.     I  have  no  desir.e  to  outlive  my  country.     This

night   (before  the  deed)   I v7rote  a  long  article  aLnd  left  it  for  one  of  the  editors  of

trio  ljgiirmal  IE±£±±±ge±ge;r,   in  i.r/hich  I  fully  set  forth  our  reasons  for  our  proceedings.

He  or  the  Gov't .---- !'         Her.e  the  outburst  \'Jas  evidently  interrupted, for  the  sentence

was  left  unfinished  and  the  diary  not  resumed  until  several  days  later.

Jones  continues  his  story:



:?.fis -/ £c7--                     ;/
_--:=_---_--i:-i-_---:i-::-I-::i-:---:-::--:--::i_--------i:-i_---i----::i::--:---::

|r;`d°end:#atyoexe,fe':,8'£::s#eeftahfft:Et]hehaadss3::£nnaa::rn£

T::;h:#§:§i::;;::i;i:;:::I::)ii::i:::i;:::::ie:Viv§ieg:§i:i;jo;sji;:ne:§i;y:tie;

Fresh.    `The  coast  Seems  to  be  clear,'  I  said,  `and  the

i§:*|:i;t;:nhi!,:j:;§j;:§ii;;i:¥iile::i;i:i::..i;i;:jjrI::mi§:§S;;I:b:eti°!i

#i;:a€sadbtlhF::a!:a:Cte::3¥ny:n:S::¥i:§e!::?c;oiE:#;fat::eteh£:u:s:e,:,

§a;;;S;:iifi§ieh:a§:!§::e:ji:g;::i;;:I;§ii;ii:i;§j¥§:i::i;g:;eit{ii§\§uC;::i¥id;

;::;te¥:eoi:o:o:#i:a#s:£:tfh:e)t:;a:i;£¥£p:::t§::guno%s:py§t::#e;:

the  oars  died  away  in  the  distance  and  then  climbed  the
hill  and  took my way home."
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Instead  of  crossing  as  they  had  i]1anned,   the  assassins,   due  to

intense  darkness,   Herold's  inexperience  as,  an  oarsman,   and  a  .heavy  flood-tide  that

night,"  I.-7ere  carried  far  out  of  their.  course,   a.nd  the  light  of  Satur`day  rtiorning

found  them  ten  miles  north  of  i.\richodoc  Creek,   and  still  on  the  lfaryland  side.     Booth

told  i;rs.   'iitesenberry  the  next  morning  that  twice  that  night  they  were  within  an

oar.'s  length  of  the  Feder.al  gunboats  then  patrolling  the  river,  and  that  the  voices

of  those  on  'ooard  were  distinctly  hear.d."

The   fugitives   landed  near  I``{anjemoy  Stores,   in  the  cove  of  that  name.     During

the  day,   Saturday  ..uhe   22nd,   Herold  called  at  the  home  of  Colonel  John  J.   Iiughes,   and

asked   for   food,   1..rhich  was   given.     i.:oreover  he   informed  Colonel   Hughes  .`rjho  he  \.I'as  and

what  they  had  done.   (23)

Later  during  the  day  they  I.rTere   seen  entering  their  boat  by  a  Negro  .`.7ho,

thinking  they  answered  the  descrii]tion  ol-  Booth  and  Herold,   reported  it  to  the  author-
i`C,

ities,   anq;t'/Lag  taken  to  --.ta3hin3ton  to  be  questioned  by  General\Baker`     Sometime

during+fife+day  or  late  the  night  before,  Booth  resumed  his  diary  appeal  to  posterity.

It  is  in  the  same  str.aim  as  the  letter  he  left  &t  his  sister's  place  in  Philadc;lphia

#dt€t'ilEe¢`;`;t`;1;:rtheEEfe±n;2££entrustedtofohni.atthe\,,a"`./`frf`X/L,A¢"It34'6"4'J44€¢+

'-..,-

"Friday,   21.
"After  being  hunted  like  a.  dog  through  swamps,   1.'7oods,   and  last  night  being

chased  by  gunboats  till  I  vras  forced  to  r.eturn  wet,   cold  and  starving  t¥Tith  every  man's

hand  against  me,   I  ari  here  in  despair.     And  iwhy?       For  doing  `.:.rhat  Brutus  \-/as  honored

f or..     'i„'rhat  made  Tell  a  hero?    And  yet  I  f or  striking  do\m  a  greater  *uyrant  than  they

ever  knew  am  looked  upon  as  a  cormon  cutthroat.     I,,[y  action  was  purer  than  either  of

theirs.     One  hoped  to  be  great.     The  other  ha.d  not  only  his  country's  but  his  oun

wrongs  to  avenge.     I  hoped  f or  no  gain.     I  knew  no  pl-ivate  .i'jrong.     I  struck  for  my

country  and  that  alone.    A  country  thEit  groaned    beneath  this  tyranny  and  pra'yed  for

this  end,   and  yet  now  behold  the  cold  hand  they  extend  ho  me.       God  cannot  pardon  me

if  I  have  done  wrong.

"Yet  I  cannot   see  my  \emong  e:ccept  in  serving  a  degenerate  people.     The  little

the  very  little,   I  left  behind  to  clear  my  name,  the  Gov'mt  will  not  allow  to  be
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prinded.     So  ends  all.     For  my  country  I  have  given  up  all  that  makes  life  sweet  and

holy,   brought  misery  upon  my  family,   and  an  sure  there  is  no  pardon  in  the  ]ieaven  I or

me   since  man  condemns  me   so.     I  have   only  IEARD  of  what   has  been  done   (except  \E7hat   I

did  myself),   and  it  fills  me  with  horror.     God,   try  and  forgive  me,   and  bless  my

mother.     Tonight  I  will  once  more  try  the  river  i-./.ith  the  intent  to  cross.

"Thongh  I  have  a  greater  desire  And  almost  a  mind  to  return  to  'u'a.shington

ancl  in  a  -i.jieasure  clear  my  none--which  I  f eel  I  carl  do--I  do  not  repent  the  blow  I

struck.     I  may  bef ore  my  God,   but  not  to  man.     I  think  I  have  done  well.     Though  I

arm  abandoned,   .`.7ith  the  curse   of  Cain  upon  me,   \7hen,   if  the  world  knew  my  heart,   that

one  blow  would  hav;  made  me  great,   though  I  did  desire  no  greatness."

"Tonight   I  try  to  escape  these  bloodhounds   once  more.     -:.,rho,   who  can  read

his   fate?     God's  1.T77ill   be   done.

"I  have  too  great  a  soul  to  die  like  a  criiinnal.     0,   may  He,   may  He  spare

me  that,   a.nd  let  me  die  bravely.

"I  bless  the  entire  \-,i.orld.     iHave  rLever  hated  or  wronged  any  one®     This  l&st

was  not  a  T7rong,   unless  God  deems  it   so.     ,ind  it's  \',yith  him  to  damn  or  bless  me.     .ind

for.  this  brave  boy  with  me9   who  often  prays   (y€'s,   before  and  since)  with  a  true  and

sincere  heart,   was  it  cris-ie  in  him,   if  so,   i.-j-hy  can  he  pray  the  same?

''1  do  not  T±-Fish  to  shed  a  drop  of  blood,   but   I  must   fight  the   course.   'Tis

all  that's  left  me."  (24)

&hil±Ean±k=HE±ng=:dshi=B
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rfif e;  !JA.giv-I+~+;     i u ,,atdr J=,

On  Saturday  night,,q\the  fugi-tives  were  more  successful  and  reached  Ganbo

Creek  on  the  Virginia  side.     Sunday  morning  lierold  c€3.lied  at  lil;rs.   t+uesenberry's,

about  a  mile  from  where  they  h&d  landed.     He  told  her  that  he  had  been  directed  to

her  by  Thomas   Jones,   and  once  more   Stated  tha?,tofh%#*:,{7;r+,ith  him  the  man  .i`Jho  killed

Abraham  Lincoln.     EchkeaH±:ng=ifeife, fehe  was  led,`to  Booth's  hiding  place  -I.i-here   she

found  him  in  great  pain  from  his  broken  leg.       He  requested  that  he  be  taken  to  the

nearest  physician  and  stated  that  now  being  among  friends  he  anticipated  little

danger.      (25)

nday,   i,I:rs.   I±uesenberry,   -`-fith  the  aid  of  a  neighbor,

i.Tj-ii|iam  Bryan,   send the   surrmer  home   of  Dr.   Richard  5tewart,

eight  miles  away,   where  they  arrived  about¢:t:;kf,  £?~T`T.€  £,¥#8{t:7{art9   -t7J'ho  had  SeveraLl  times

suffered  art}est  for  aiding  the  rebellio#L'7as*one  of  the  richest  men  in  I:ing  George

County,  Virginia.     He  wa.s  entertaining  friends   just  returned  from the  Confederate

service  and  suspecting  the  identity  of  the  two  s.tl.anger.s,   after  giving  them  supper
ffLL`:uts  ful-dr#'    dy{tJ€, rf  4a

te.  refused  to  care  for  Booth's  leg  or

i:£±:®¥E€:3±P:\±±,¥g:{€:f&hLmseLfand

toaLLOvt#fty+`°£m;¥i:dr=::fge#r±n€,,I:,±¥:{t+hrf°¥:tt;tJ!

his  guests, aedffifl{r vJent  about  a  qual`ter .of  a

mi'la=`;-tT€`ri6±~riut   off -`.|11ian  Lucas,   a  freeJ3orn  Negro,   i.rhere  they  spent  the  night.

r.Thile  at  the  Negro's  cabin  Booth  sat  down  moodily  and  wrote  a  note  to  Dr.   Steward

ill  which  he   said  he  was  encloi_ling  five  dollars.     Upon  I.econsider`ation,   hot'/ever,   he

decided  to  reduce  the  amount  to  one-half  the  sun  arid  rewrote  the  message.     The

second  note  was  torn  ou#i# i+d%;ts§  given  to  Lucas  to  take  it  to  Dn   5te'ip/al`t  the
'next  iaor.ming.    (26)

It  is  signed  "Stranger"  and  is  in  the  sane  .,',-tilkes  Boothian  style  as  are

hisotherletters.rE±±T¥
"Dear  Sir.:     F'orgive  me,   but  I  have  some  littl.e  pride.     I  hate  to  blame  you  £'oi-  your

want   of  hospitality;   you  knoll,7  your  oun  a.!'.fir:i.     I  vj3.s   sick  and  tiredg   \-jith  a  broken

leg,   in  need  of  medics.1  aLdvice®      I  \-Jould  not   have  turned  a  dog   from  my  door  in  such

a  condition.     HorJever,   you  '`'/ere  kind  enough  to  give  us   something  to   eat,   for  ..-jrhich  I

not  only  thank  you,   but  on  account   of  the  reluctant  Jiranner  in  which  it  was  besto\F7ed,
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I  feel  bound  to  pay  for  it.     It  is  not  the  substance  but  the  manner  in  \`/hich  kindness

is  extended  that  makes  one  happy  in  the  acceptance  thereof .     The  sauce  in  meat  is

cer.e!nony;   meeting  .`.ferei.bare  without   it.     Be   kind  enough  to  accept  the   inclosed  t\!7o

dolla.rs  and  a  half   (though  har.d  to  spare)   for  `J.,That  `.ve  have  received.

"Yours  respectfully,

"Stranger.-"

Apr.il   24,   1865.
To   Dr.   .`3te`tjart.

rrhe  fugitiveg  had  arrived  at  the  Lucas' /abin  about  midnight,   long  after

the  negro  and  his  family  had  gone  to  bed.     Lucas'   story  told  later  to  the  officers
di  a.,``-,,`    kL  \   .   I:.-`  `-

andj:.e:;y;S`P`apTet+r Lr:??  Was  the.i   Booth  Claimed  that  ±rty  \.rere  Ti'`-ounded  Confederate   soldiers
/'4i                    ¥i-, J -,                            a

sent,p\by  Dr.   Stewart¥erd  demanded  that  he

I+ifter  a  somewliat  heated  debate,   "the  lane

displaying  his  revolvers  and  knife,ngfr

ar.e   some   of  I:osby's  men}`   lil/

mard#

convey them to£¥ifeurg that  night.
^1

as  Lucas  et±d,  pulled  back  his  coat,

eatened  him  'i'i.ith`, "Fellow,   do  you  know  `-re
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to  Pay  you   for   your   Eiccorrmioda.tioil,   a.r`.d   if   you  1.T.rill  not   accept   pay,   it7,re  will  ta.ke

your  horses,   your  wagon,   and  we  .`vill  compel  you  to  take  us  wher.e  we  want  to  go."

The  terrif led  I``Tegro  then  agreed  to  convey  them  as   far  as  Port  Roye.1  f or  tvi€nty-

five   dollars.     They  made  the   frightened   colored  .\.`t-ire   get  up  and   cook  them  sonie

supper,   then  rer`L7?.ined   in  the   cabin  uzi.i:,il  morning.     Lucas  and  his  \',rife   sat  up

the berfe of  the  night,   being  &fraLid  to  go  back  to  sleep.     Booth  corxplained

of  his  leg  saying  that  his  hc)rse  had  fallen  on  him  about  ten  days   bef ore.     fie

arid  Herold  represented  theinselves  i,o  Luca.s   a.s  brothers,   calling  each   oi:her

"Johnny"  and  "Davifty

I::ar.ly  the  next  morning,   Charlie,   LIT.ccLs'   eighteenryearcold   son,   drove
/

Booth  a.nd   Herald  to  For.t  Royal,   not  by  the  .iirect  road,   but  around   by  "Cha,rles

I.,+-a,son's  Grist  i.:ill;I   for  Boot-h  wanted  to  avoid  the  rain  highways  e.s  niuch  as

possible.     The  color.ed  boy  sa.id  that  during  the  trip  he  was   frequently  urged  to

„llul.ry  uL=f/i and  that  Booth,who   seemed  much  fa.tigued,   laid  down  in  thcl   bottom  of

the  wagon  and  slept  at  intel`vals.     They  arrived  a.t  Port  Conway  opposite  Port

Royal,   on  the  Rappahannock  Riverj   sometime  after  noon  of  the   24th  and  :-ierold

immediately  hailed  the   ferr.yboat,   which  i.[7as   on  the   oppocL3ite   side   of  the  river.

(28)

By  this  time   John  T.``ilkes  Booth  must   have   fully  realized  that  by  the

assassintltion  of  President  Lincoln  he  had  gaine;;#j;h8.t   imior.tality  whicii  he  had

so  long  coveted   --but  an  immortality  that  me&nt^his  name  would  go  do\:I.n  into

history  as  much  e:'.ccraLted  as  thrit   of  Jud&s   Iscariot.

Did  the   lines  \./hich  he  had  quoted,   recur  to  him?

"The   anbitiou.s   youth  who   fired  the  Ephesion  c!ome

Outlives   in   fan^ie  the  pious   fool  \..7ho   I.eaLred  it."

giv
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a.  Ti7.   Schuekers,  p.   518.

(2}     t'Abranam  Iiincoln"  by  IFicolay  a  Hay.   Vol.   X,  p.   514-3`16

(3)     ''Abraham  Lincoln"  by  I`Ticolay  a  Hay,   Vol.   X.  p.   317.

(4:)     Testimony  of  Folk  Gardiner,   a.   T.  p.  85.

(5).    "In  the  Track  ol-Jolm  'f/ilkes   Booth"  -Phila`delphia  Press,  ±ipril  12,   1896.

{6.i     S.   I.   pp.   285,   1015,   1052-55.        _

(7)     "T.  a."  a  vital  name  is  one  of  the  later  Booth myths.  uns  and  still  is  a

collection  of  four  or  fi\/`e  houses  and  a  store  located y7here  three  roads

cross  f ive  miles  south  of.  Surrattville  and  sixteen  miles  south  of  P17asz.iington.,

Testimony  of  Joha  I,1oyd,   ;'}.   T.  pp.   85-87,   S.   11.   pp.   276-287.
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(11)   Testimony  of  C;ol.   H.  H.   rw'ells.   C.   I.   pr;.169-i70.

(12)   Stcjry  told  by  the  son  of  Col.   Cox  -lJ`hiladelfjhia  I.'reL-;s,  April   12,   1896.

(12±}   ''John  l`,`/ilkes   Booth"   by  Thorn.as  A  Jones  p.   120

(15)   ''John  Tv7ilkes   Bootht'  by  I.homas  A  Jones   ijublished  in  189:3.   pp.   ./O-r/1.

(14)   This  overseer  enters  b37  wa,;  of  the  Booth  lrry'th  rrakers  of  later  ;v.ears  as  the  {ii.an

who  sufL'ered  death  in  place  of  Booth.

(15)  {i[/ith  reference  to  the  disposal  of  the  horses  Jones  1[fiter  says,   pp.   81-2,   Ftl

may  as  well  insert  here  the  sequel  to  my  advice  concerning  Booth's  and  Herold's

horses.    ,   During  my  weeks'   attendance  on  the  two  men  I  never  once  saw  Herold's

horse,  and  saw  Booth's  only  on  the  one  occasion  alrtjady  referr e.a  to.     I  had  no

hand  in  t`ne  dispositii`n  .of  them;   {€j.nd  do  not  remember.   if  I   ever  ime.,T.   the  exact

day  that `flerold  removed  them.

I
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''After  the  fugitives  crossed  the  river.  and  just  before  I  was  arrested.
I

Cog  told  me   that  he  stood  on  the  hill  near  his  Triouse  and  saw  Herold  taking  the

two  horses  dovm  toVIrard  4jaciah  Swamp  and  heard  the  t`„+o  reports  o±`  the  pistol   that

killed  them..

'`It  has  been  statet,   tj`iat  ?Ierold  buried  tne  horses  al-ter  he  shot  them.     I

am  sure  t.nat  is  a  mistake.       To  have  done  so.  he  would.  have  requil-ed  assistance:

and.  besides,  ne','trly  dug  earth would  scarcely  have  escaped  detection  during  the

scrutinizing  search  }ii.ado  from  one  end  of`  i'aciah  Swamp  to  the  other.

"Cog  said  that   sometime  after  t: e  horses  were  killed  he  rode  do\]m  to  the

sp.3t  vv'`nere  he  'had  heard  t`ne  pistol  disci`iart:ed  and  searcheQ  minutel}r  in  every

thicket  or  brier-clurnp  in  the  neigjhborhood.   but  coLj.1d  not  discover  a  trace  of

the:,i.,

tin  the  dense  growt`n  triat  covers  t;'ie  swarxp  there  is  a  lari;e  area  of

quicksa,nd  co.vrert d  `v'y'ith  .i',Jater.     It  is  ray  opinion  that  the  horses  were  led  into

this  quicksand  and  s`not  there.   and  that  t`t.ieir  own  weight  sunk  t`nen„     ,./nether  ri.1.y

opinion  is  correct  or  not,   it   is  ce{tain  that  `!iot   even  a  bone  of  them  has  ever

been  discoverc-ci  to  t'`iis   day."

(16)        New  York  Tribune,   £`Lpril   1.9.186L;.

(17)        Detroit   jj`I.ee  I'ress,   i`|pril   19.1865.

(18)        mew  York  1'ribune.   +L`+pril   19.   1865.

(19)        lTew  York  Tribune.   _.pril  19,   +'age   8.   Col.   4

(20)       0.  =''„   Series  1,  Vol.   46,  i'art   lil,  p.   787.     Pu-01ished  also  in  the  newspapers  of

the  period.                                                                                                                           ,

(21)       New  York  'i`ribune.   April  19.  1865.

(22)       New  York  Tribune.   Tuesday,  April  18.1865.

(25}       Victor  I,ouis  Mason.  in  The  Century.  j'ipril  1896.

(24)       This  note  book  or  diary   is   in  possession  of  the  War  Departm.elit.     It  was  read

into  the  evidence  at  the  Surratt  trial  and  the  jiand-limiting  identified  as  that

of  John  .i`/ilkes  Booth.       The  original  of  Booth's  Diary  is  among  the  e3chibits

al
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used  at  the  Surratt  Trial  and  Impeachment  Investlgationk==it±e  iril ti"_g±afiedasieiin

(28)

h  filed  in  the  Secret  Archives  of  the

I,t/ar  Departi.n.ent.     Adj.   Gener&1's  office,   tiyas.nington.   D.0.,quoted  Imp.   Inv.

p.   287  -For  a  `discussion  of  its   Contents  see   Im.p.   Inv.   itp.   28,   5L,   275.   280.

328.   524.   408.   450.   457.   48t5.   672.

The  unnderings  of  t:r`.e  next   few  da&7s,  beginning  with  April  21,  are  covered   in
I

interviews  ty  ti./  N  W&1ton.   in  l!ay.   1865.   for  ',Jashington  newspapers.     He

talked  with  Lucas  the  i.regro,   Dr  Stewartj[   and  },I?rs  i:`uresenberry.     George  Alfred

Townsend  who  wrote  voluninotisly  of  the  assassination  at  the  time.  and  in

his  historical  novel.   "Katy  of  Catoctin"  and  in  the  Century I.?agazine  for

April.   1884,   describes  how  Booth  and  Hel`old  crossed  the  Potomac  and  reached

t`£gg]±.Conway.     Victor  I.ouis  i?ason  retold  the  story  r!iore  in  detail  in  the

Century  for  April,   1896,   amd  in  1900,   0.  H.   01dl.oyd  of  the  Oldroyd  I.incoin

I,:useum„   interviewed  people  all  a,long  the  route  confirming  the  stories  i]re-

viously written.

S.  I.  pp. .  484485  and  676-677

Mosby's  men had  a  reputati jn  for  ferociti/  that  vrould  strike  terror  to  the

average  negro's  heart.

The  story  of  Booth's  and  Herold's  stay  in  the  Lucas  Cabin  was  o\btained

by  the  i`?ew  York  Herald  correspo]ident.   `./.  IT.  '.7alton  and  sent  to  the  Herald

in  a  despatch  d;.=ited  I.?ay  3}   1865,       On  the  Saturday  following  Booth's  cap-

ture.  Iiieutenant  h  a.   jTnker.  with  another  officer  and  a  squad  of  twenty

men were  sent  to  the  territory  through which  Booth  and  Herold  had  passed

after  crossing  the  Potomac.  to  ferret  out  all  parties  implicated  in  the

escape  of  the  assassins.       }k{r  ',I/alton  accompanied  this  expedition.     See

Ijincoln  Scrap  Book.  p.   81-83  also  coni.par.e  with  1`estiiTiony  of  I   a  Baker,   S.   I.

pp  320-522.


