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A  d®sor±ptlon  of  the  f'B8oth  Farmd  azid  its  gurroundingS

znay  not  pro+e  anlntoz.®€tlng.    As  e®ct2  ty  the  tpriter  8eEn8  f®u dnye  a€o.1t

ldpre68®d hlD  .imply  and  8inglg  ulth  this  ld®8  -  dz]Sg1®ct.n

roarfty  ere  bile from B®1alr,  ca  the  B®lalr  and HaTr®  de

Gree®  road.  a rufo  lane  1®ati8  Off  to  what was  tb®  h&blt&tion  of  one  of  the

Dost 8Iftod  and ®rr&tlc  man  that  giver  llTed;  dam  this  lane.  nearly  a fourth

of  a 811® fr®B  the  qBL.zi road.  on the  tort  side  after  1®avln€.  Belalr  for

Hevro  d®  Graa®.  goo  ooBe  ln vl®tr  of  a nod®rn  tlz+roofed  oottag®  house,  two

etorlos  high,  faelng  the zBaLB road,  with  a background  of  foreSt  land8®&pe.

At  rl8bt  angles  vlth  the  nor. heuse.  and  to  the rltht.  1s  the  om  house  ln

whloh  the  se8aL681n `Jchn  urllke§  Booth  vac  born,  a rude  8tl.uotur®.  built  of

logs  end  plaEtered.  81th the  chltBIEies  ottt€lde  of  the  honae.  Ln  the  Old

DOBlnlozi  €tylo,  a  barn  agelz}  t®  the  Fight.  a few  et®p€  from  the  gable  end

of  the  Old hod.®,  eltunt®d  doun  in  a holl®*..    A8.far  as  I  S&*  Qf   the  n®v

houee  |thlch veg  begun ty  the  old  €ezitleman ari  fir.ighed bp  the  Soes}  1t

v&6  pleln|p  da  z]e&tly  furztlsh®d,  tilt  of  the  old  house,  vhlch  I  ab  told

¢ontalns  the  mrdrobe,  furziltur®,  and.  books  of  the  elder  B®oth,  That  Can

I  any  int  the  truth?    |t  l®aHe  LbEdly.  and  I qas  told  has  ruined  me  trea6-

ureB  d®po8ited  ln  the  rlgivt  wing  thor®of .     m®  8round8  and  whole  place  coar

that  Vlr81nlazL  lock of  d®SolatLon  azld  unthr±ft  that vonld  lead  yoH  to  sup-

brd=±

po8o  an  amp  had  pag8ed  oror  it.    I  hat  §oqte  oozrpereetlQzi with  en  lzitelll€,ent,

pretty  y®azig  €£rl. ' a  rosr3  in  the  wim®rt]o8e.  tpho  €ar®  zBe  the  follevlz]g  ln-

forBatlozi:    A.a  lot)g  a§  €ho  hag  been  thoro.  the  Eoothe have  not  llv®d  on  the

fern.  de  place  being  1®aced  to  a in.  H®1sler,  tho8®  eozi-1ti-lap.  in.  Hlng



+                              --++

and  fenlly,  oooupy  the  pr®mi8®s.     She  reneuti®rB  John  on  thr®o  ooca8LonB,

ono®  then  h®  was  boardln8  1n  E®1alr  end  oem®  over  to  the  farms  another  time

then he  rqth®d  into  tb®  mw house,  Baying  that  be  hed  hoen  flr®d  oz]  by  the

goldl®rs,  and  moant  to  d®fond  hlmsolf .    After  wbl¢h,  he  went  into  the  old

hoqse,  got  his  rifle,  and  want  off  in  the  dlrectlon  of  the  ®blg  woods.n

Az)other  tlm®  she  aaB him  ln  ooxpany  Tlth  a brother.  who  cane  to  the  house

with  John.     me  brother  w&8  hl€.hlg  lncezrs®d  at  the  Goldl®r8  hevlnf  out  doun

or  takezi  hl8  wood.  bat  Jam  w&B  very   q-dl®ti   ln  fae€,  a8   the  young  €1rl  n&1voly

cold,   nl  aliirey8  lmod  doz]n  the  b®Sti  h®  wac  co  qul®t  end  nle®  looklnf."     |t

8.Ode  the  8oldler8  hope  Bllua®d  to  w'ore  a party  or  Unlonl8tE  lookiz]f  a±+tor

a  local  €otif®dorato  oo€npany,  who  ®lud®d  pnrBult  try  hldLxp   ln  the  Wble  woodBq

before  spo]eezi  of ,   a  tract  of  foroGt  nearly  f LTe  8quar®  mlieB  to  ®yt®tEt  -

1n fae€  a tlld®rae...    the  frob.I  "oae  thard.  ooae®al®d  ln the .Cod,  cad

the  S®o®8elozi  eeeaeBlh,  ¢chn  Booth.  rqthlng  lnto  the  old  hou8®,  and  with

hl8  rlflo  8olng  to  the  for®8t,  &leo  ralee8  a  doubt  th®th®r  mr.   LLmoh  wee

the  flret  mazi urd®rod  ky  him.    After tatlng  leave  of  the young  girl,  I  borfe

qy  et®pe  toward  W& hlokoryfl  rod  Com  rode  to  the  rear  Of  the  old  hose  and

ban,  end  coBlng  to  the  road  fouzid  that  ln  order  to  galzi  lt  I  should have  to

®poce  a  n8mall  branch.q     I  notlc®d  an  oxten8len  of  the  fgnoo  over  thl8  "branohn,

8o  ollmblng  car@fulrty.  I  wag  just  qulttln€  the  feno®  to  €.a  up  the  Thlckoryrl

to  tto  main  road.  then  I  notlo®d  thee  8one  tr®e8  by  the  81d®  of  the  flbreBohw
a

wore  ootor®d with  lzil€1ale.     I  wac  not  long  ln  d®clpherlng  the  following  lot-

t®rg:    V.1.B..1843:  J.W.B„   .49;  4}.a.C.    the  nanenBoothf'  plainly  cut  on  the

lang®e€  of  the  throe  tree..  and  the  lnltlche  S.a.H.  end  I.D.  lately  one  on

the  8nall®€t  tree,  ae  lf whll®  1®avlng   the  fe®¢  1ti  tb®  brook  the  en8r&ror  had

eery.a hle na)no.    I  f®±1  1nto  ®ontgpletlon  of  the  1ett®rB  in  ju]Et8pocltlon.

the  wac  W.I.B.  In  1848?    Bone  ngdb®r  ct  the  Booth  family  perhaps.    ].Ff'.B„   .49,

md®ly  opt,  Ilo  doubt  rty  the  hand  of  the  a88es6ln when  bqLt  a  chlm.    f.B.€.

mgbt  stead  for  "omB  Ooff ,  a  no±8bborls  Ban.    BQt  Who®®  the  later  lnltich8,



®Tldontfty  out  wlthla  the  year.  a.S.H.  and  I.D.?    8otild  the  first  hary®  been

oat  ty  one  of  Che  Haz]na  fanlfty  who  llv®  1n  that  16o&11ty,  or  was  1t  ®=oout®d

try  Harrold.  one  of  Booth.6  eeoompll¢e8.    Ii.D.  alBo?    mll®  1n  thl8  train  of

thought  I  wse  Startled  try  a  Soapporlng  Ln  the  le&v®8  on  the  other  sld®  of  the

f®r®8t  road.  and  looHns  around  sac  aqulrr®`18  pleylng,  ez)d  rotlo®d  for  the

fl"t  ting how wild  the  oountrp  8®oued not  fifty  rods  from the I am-hot±pe.

WalHng  twit  a few  et®pB  dowzi  the  Btr®am.  blrdg  of  or®ry  hue  ver®  tam®rty  flit-

ting  aLbout  me,   trrtl®B  of  the  sziappLng  br®®d w®r®  there,   and  rabblt8  darted

n®rrLly  through  the  brush.    Said  I,  ''That  Could  h&v®  1ndro®d  the groat  moliae

JtinLu8  to puroha8®  this  wild  apot.  wlldor  thirty y®are  ngo  than  now?I.    |t

met  have  b®®z]  for  a  Bolitud®  and  study.     I  an  tatclng  ry`noto8  as  I  go:  I  have

pa89®d  to  the  other  81d®  of  the  hou€®.  whar®  I  am  told  that  near  the  t]ow ploved

field  the  8r&r®e  of  some  of  the  fanlly  lie.     I  goo  a brolsez}  iron fence  or  rall-

1n€,  .  m&h  bl'oken  tomt]stQzro.  and  thet  18  all.    I  an  told  thalt  two ohlldron

end  the  ®ld®r  Booth'6  father  g1®ap  hero  -'tl€  veil  I  azn  told  so,  for  I  Should

tiot  h&T®  ]moun  L€  ¢th®rwlee.

A  thlte  men,  with  an  lrmenBe  Sore  on hl€  llp.  thlnklm&,  ne  of

the  d®t®otlv®  B€hoo¢ perhaps.  volunto®rs  the  ee&®rtlou  that  all  the  people

about  here  are  lapel,  add  th&t  lt  le  zse  vendor  that  n€h&B  John  Booth  done  1t.

for  aoae  of  the  n®1ghbor8  8Ter  liked  the  fanlly.  ttho  were  the  devil.6  om

play-aetln8  p®qple,  end  could do  anything  bed.fl    I  d®ep&tr  of elvlng  any

lde&  of  the  brogti®  of  thLa  spe®mazi  of  qthlt`®  trash,n  who  I  treslned  flr6t

vac  n& Far Do"  Irl&bman,"  until  h8  told  me  that  be  oamo  from Holland.  I

d®fty  the  8ubtl®8t  lrdtator  t®  €peal= his  patole.  vhloh wac  harder  to  urd®retand

than  the  most  8utttpral  tome  of  Afrla&.    ml£  men.8  oonBtant  ae8®v®ratien

€het  all  €he  people  of  tna5t  8octlon  of  ocantry w®r®  thoroughly  loyal.  I®d  ae

to  nato  further  lnqulrl®B,  when  I  found,  to  ny  astonishment,  that  the  conttrary

cotuauy "8  the oee®  -  that  today  there  are  probably  a8  many bitter  whlt®-

meh®&  Rebel  eyapcthlzerB  ln E&8t®rn  Heryland  a€  ln  arty  of  the  Reb®lllou§

Stat®8,  whloh  18  acoounS®d  for  t}y  ene  fact  that  th®8®  p®opl®  have  thrlvon
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b®tt®r  8ino®  the  R®tolllon  than  eper  bofor®,   and  that  no  rm&®  arny  of  ®1th®r

eld®  has  forng®d  o.®r  th®tr  broad  o€tato8.    Hr.  HLng.  who  6ooupl®6  the  place.

18  no  doubt  a UzLl®b  dLan.

Poe  what  followe  I  am  indebted  to  the  n®1ghborB  ab®u¢  the  fepm.

m®  Booth fanlly w®r®  alrtyB  highly  thougivt  of  ty  thalr  roLghborG.    ]chn Bar

ooneldor®d  Cruel  ed  Tlndloltlv®.  1zi proof  of  wmoh  the  following  18  toms

A poor  colored nan the  llv®c  seer  the  fare omed a very  nlQe  dog.  thloh.  ae

ny  informant  €ald,  dpoor  Stom®n Booper  would  rot here  tatoB  twezity-flvo

dollars  for,  poor  a6  f=t®phon  was.n    John  W11ko6  Booth.  the  hero   of  S®n3atlon

noT®ll8tc,  two  orlt®  acoount8  of  hle  dranetlo  death,  this  low-utnd®&  f®llgiv

Bat  et  the  gable  wlt]dgiv  of  the  now hou@®,  end  with  hLB  rifle  or  plctol,  for

no  earthly  r®a6on.  Shot  the  doe  deed.    ino€h®r:    A  sow €olng  near  the  barn

on  the  Booth prap®rty,  John  flr®d  thr®o  loads  of  Shot  ln  the  aniznel.  only

d®f®zLdlt)g  his  oenduot  ty  eaylng  that  ho  could  cot  have  strcag®  anlm&18  aoqB

od hle  ground  d®8¢rnying  thlng€.  trhL®h pee  zio€  the  truth.  aB  the  hog  v&6  dos-

tpeylng  nothing  Of  vari®.

[any  Btrang®  Btorl®e.ere  oument  of  the  ®ldrr  Booth.    |t  1€  8aid

€Zia€  1n  one  of  hLB  oraay  tr®else  h®  bou®t  a ptoce  Of  lend  near  hle  f arm  that

18  ®ntlrely  surrounded  try  prop®cty  evaed  br  other  pep tl®e.  mann€  1t  an  lap

oonv®bleno®,  lf  not  a zaa,tt®r  of  lmp®eelblllty,  to prop®rtry  care  for  the  land

thus  prrohee®d.    At  another  tm®  a faporlt®  hor8®  UBS  dying,  Gbd h®  her  the

feather  b®de  telE)ezi  out  of  the  house  for  the  hor8®  to  11®  an,  and  made  hl8

wlf®  Show her  atfeetloB  for  Sh® hare®  ty  kl8elng  lt.    then  th.  hor8®  dl®d

he  had  lt  burL®d with  aB  zznoh  eolemlty  a8  Lf  a human  belt]g;  a  oolor®d  man

nan®d Ball,  who.  with  a  dog,  w®r®  hlG  oone€ant  eoznprd®B  dnrlng  hle  I.8pelle.W

ver®  celled  on  to  do  6®rTlo®,  the  man Hall  playing  the  parsozi,  Booth  the

ol®r±,  and  the  dog  the  ohl®f  zBourm®r.     I  azn  told  that  rchn  W11to8  Booth

wac  born  about  the  €lmo  the  father vac  moot  atfeotod.
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Ae  proof  of  what  I  hgiv8  wrltton  Of   the  S®c®Sslon  proollvltl®B

of  the  e®ctlon  of  Haryland  that  I  have  latoky  vlslted,   I  veuld  8tat®,  that

elthoufh  the  black p®oplo  lmco  they  are  fr®®,  they  are  terribly  afr&1d  of

being  e®on  ta]Elng  to  a  Btrang®r  on  any  Subject,    Then  I  have  Lnterro&&t®a

thou  abc  to  the  r®eeou thy  they  hove  ®rilblt®d  r®lnotaace  to  b®  8®®n  en8vor-

1ng  qu®e€1ope,  the  ropdy  has  b®en  that  ¢h®re  are  a  f®u.  hat  tnlghty  few.  real

Bblon  Den  ln  that  aeo€1on,  and  that  wore  th®y,  the  oolor®d  p®qpl®,  Buap®at®d

of €1vlng  lbfomatlon  ee  to  the  dleloy&lty  of many  of  the  r®eld®n€  tilt;8.

their  llTe8  would  zi®t  bg  worth  *8huom.w


