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eral, upon certain “‘Seeret Associations,” lets in a flood of light
upon the purposes, plans, and methods, of the Northern and
Western allies of the Southern Rebels,

“WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTI(‘E."%
WasHiNGTON, D, C., October 8, 1864,
Hon. E, M. STANTON, Secretary of War :

Sir: Having been instructed by you to prepare a detailed report
upon the mass of testimony furnished me from different sources in re-
gard to the Seeret Associations and Conspiracies against the Govern-
ment, formed, prineipally in the Western States by Traitors and dis-
loyal persons, 1 have now the honor to submit, as follows :

During more than a year past, it has been generally known to our
Military authorities that a seeret and treasonable organization, aflili-
ated with the Southern Rebellion, and chiefly Military in its char-
acter, has been rapidly extending itself throughout the West. A
variety of agencies, which will bespecified herein, have been employed,
and suceessfully, to ascertain its nature and extent, as well as its aims
and its results ; and, as this investigation has led to the arrest, in several
States, of & number of its prominent members as dangerous publie
enemies, it has been deemed proper to set forth in full the acts and pur-
poses of this organization, and Ams to make known to the Country at

2 I “HE following official report of Hon. J. Holt, Judge Advocate Gen-

large its intensely treasonable and revolutionary spirit.
The subjeet will be presented under the following heads :
I.—The Origin, History, Names, ete., of the Order.
I1.—Its Organization and Officers.
I11.—Its Extent and Numbers,
IV.—Its Armed Foree.
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V.—Its Ritual, Oaths and Interior Forms.
VI.—Its Written Principles.

V1I.—Its Specific Purposes and Operations.

VIIL.—The Witnesses and Their Testimony.

I.—THE ORIGIN, HISTORY, NAMES, ETC., OF THE ORDER.

This secret association first developed itself in the West in the year
1862, about the period of the first conseription of troops, which it
aimed to obstruet and resist. Originally known in certain localities as
as the ‘“ Mutual Protection Society,” the ** Circle of Honor,” or the
* Cirele” or ** Knights of the Mighty Host,” but more widely as the
‘‘Knights of the Golden Cirele,” it was simply an inspiration of the
Rebellion, being little other than an extension, among the disloyal and
disaffected at the North, of the association of the latter name, which
had existed for some years at the South, and from which it derived all
the chief features of its organization.

During the Summer and Fall of 1863, the Order, both at the North
and South, underwent some modifications as well as a change of name.
In consequence of a partial exposure which had been made of the
signs and ritual of the ** Knights of the Golden Circle,” Sterling Price
had instituted, as its successor in Missouri, a secret political associ-

-~ ation, which he called the ‘ Corps de Belgique,” or ‘‘Southern
‘League,” his principal coadjutor being Charles L. Hunt, of St. Louis,

then Belgian Consul at that eity, but whose exequatur was subse-
q‘uently revoked' by the President on account of his disloyal practices.

he special objeet of the Corps de Belgique appears to have been to
unite the Rebel sympathizers of Missouri, with a view to their tu.kin%
u&arms and joining Price upon his proposed grand invasion of tha
State, and to their recruiting for his army in the interim.

Meanwhile, also, there had been instituted at the North, in the
Autumn of 1863, by sundry disloyal gersons, prominent among whom
were Vallandigham and P. C. Wright.
intended to be general throughout the Country, and aiming at an ex-
tended influence and power, and at more positive results than its pre-
decessor, and which was termed, and has since been widely known as
the O. A. K., or * Order of American Knights.”

The opinion is expressed by Col. Sanderson, Provost Marshal General
of the Department of Missouri, in his official report of the progress of
this Order, that it was founded by Vallandigham during his banish-
ment, and upon consultation at Richmond with Davis and other prom-
inent Traitors. It is, indeed, the boast of the Order in Indiana and
elsewhere that its *‘ ritual ” came direct from Davis himself ; and Mary
Ann Pitman, formerly attached to the command of the Rebel Forrest,
and a most intelligent witness, whose testimony will be hereafter re-
ferred to, states positively that Davis is a member of the Order.

Upon the institution of the principal organization, it is represented
that the *‘ Corps de Belgique” was modified by Price, and became a
Southern section of the A. O. K., and that the new name was generally
adopted for the Order, both at the North and South.

The seeret signs and character of the Order having become known to
our Military authorities, further modifications in the ritual and forms
were intro?uced, and its name was finally changed to that of the O. 8.
L., or ** Order of the Sons Of Liberty,” or the ** Knights of the Order of
the Sons of Liberty.” These later changes are represented to have
been first instituted, and the new ritual compiled, in the State of Indi-
ana, in May last, but the new name was at once generally adopted
throughout the West, though in some localities the association is still
better known as the *‘ Order of American Knights.”

Meanwhile, also, the Order has received certain loecal designations.
In parts of Illinois it has been called at times the ‘*‘ Peace Organiza-

, of New Ybrk, a secret Order, .
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tion,” in Kentucky the “Star Organization,” and in Missouri the
* American Organization:;” these, however, being apparently names
used outside of the lodges of the Order. Its members have also been
familiarly designated as ** Butternuts” by the country people of 111i-
nois, Indiana, and Ohio, and its separate lodges have also frequently
received titles intended for the public ear; that in Chicago, for in-
stance, being termed by its members the “ Democratic Invincible
Club ”'; that in Louisville, the ** Democratic Reading Room,” ete.

It is to be added that in the State of New York and other }m.rts of the
North, the seeret political association known as the ** McClellan Minule
Guard” would geem to be a branch of the O. A. K., having substanti-
ally the same objects, to be accomplished, however, by means expressly
suited to the localities in which it is established. }“or, as the Chief
Secretary of this Association, Dr. R. F. Stevens, stated in June last to
a reliable witness whose testimony has been furnished, **those who
represent the MeClellan interest are compelled to yreach a vigorous
prosecution of the War, in order to secure the popu‘ar sentiment and
allure voters.”

II.—ITS ORGANIZATION AND OFFICERS.

From printed copies heretofore seized by the Government, of the
Constitutions of the Supreme Couneil, Grand Council, and County
Parent Temples, respectively, of the Order of the Sons of Liberty, in
connection with other and abundant testimony, the Organization of
the Order, in its latest form, is ascertained to be as follows :

1. The government of the Order throughout:the United States is
vested in a Supreme Council, of which the officers are a Supreme
Commander, Secretary of State, and Treasurer. These officers are
elected for one year, at the annual meeting of the Supreme Council,
which is made up of the Grand Commanders of the several States, ex-
officio, and two delegates elected from each State in which the Order is
established.

9. The government of the Order in a State, is vested in a Grand
Couneil, the officers of which are a Grand Commander, Deputy Grand
Commander, Grand Secretary, Grand Treasurer, and a certain number
of Major-Geenerals, or one for each Military District. These officers also
are elected annually by ‘‘representatives” from the County Temples
each Temple being entitled to two representatives, and one additional
for each thousand members. This body of representatives is also
invested with certain legislative funetions.

3. The Parent Temple is the organization of the Order for a County,
each Temple being formally instituted by authority of the Supreme
Council, or of the Grand Council, or Grand Commander of the State.
By the same authority, or by that of the officers of the Parent Temple,
branch or subordinate Temples may be established for townships in the
Counties.

But the strength and significance of this organization lie in its
Military character. The secret constitution of the Supreme Council
provides that the Supreme Commander ** shall be Commander-in-Chief
of all Military forces belonging to the Order in the various States when
called into actual service;” and further, that the Grand Commanders
“ shall be Commanders-in-chief of the Military forces of their respective
States.” Subordinate to the Grand Commander in the State are the
“ Magjor Generals,” each of whom commands his separate distriet and
army. In Indiana, the major generals are four in number. In 11}inois,
where the organization of the Order is considered most perfeet, the
members in each Congressional Distriet compose a ** brigade,” which
is ecommanded by a ‘‘brigadier general.” The members of each
County constitute a ‘‘ regiment,” with a ‘‘colonel,” in command, and
those of each township form a ‘‘company.” A somewhat similar
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system prevails in Indiana, where also each company is divided into

‘‘squads,” each with its chief "—an arrangement intended to facilitate

:illm *guerilla™ mode of warfare, in case of general outbreak or local
sorder,

The ** McClellan Minute Guard,” as appears from a circular issued by
the Chief Secre in New York in March last, is organized upon a
Military basis similar to that of the Order proper. It is composed of
com ies, one for each election district, ten of which constitute a
B e,” with a ** brigadier general ” at its head. The whole is placed
under the authority of a ‘‘commander-in-chief.” A striet obedience on
the part of members to the orders of their superiors is enjoined.

The first ** Supreme Commander ” of the Order, was P. C. Wright, of
New York, editor of the New York News, who was in May last placed
in arrest and confined in Fort La.fagette. His successor in office was
Vallandigham, who was elected at the annual meeting of the Supreme
Council in February last. Robert Holloway, of Illinois, is represented
to have acted as Lieutenant General, or Deguty Supreme Commander,
du the absence of Vallandigham from the country. The Secretary
of State chosen at the last election was Dr. Massey, of Ohio.

In Missouri the principal officers were Charles L. Hunt, Grand
Commander Charles E. Dunn, Deputy ‘Grand Commander, and Green
B. Smith, Grand Secretary. Since the arrest of these three persons
all of whom have made confessions which will be presently alluded to).

ames A. Barrett has, as it is understood, officiated as Grand Com-
mander; He is stated to occupy also the position of Chief-of-staff to

.~ the Supreme Commander.

The Grand Commander in Indiana, H. H. Dodd, is now on trial at
Indianapolis by a Military commission for *‘conspiracy against the
Government,” * violation of the laws of War,” and other charges. The
Deputy Grand Commander in that State is Horace Heffren, and the
Grand Secretag. W. M. Harrison. The Major Generals are W. A.
Bowles, John C. Walker, L. P. Milligan, and Andrew Humphraeys.
Among the other leading men of the Order in that State, are ]?)r.
Anthon, State Secre! , and Joseph Restine, State Auditor.

The Grand Commander in Illinois is——judd, of Lewistown; and
B. B. Piper, of Springfield, who is entitled ‘‘ Grand Missionary ” of the
State, and aesignat also as a member of Vallandigham'’s staff, is one
of the most active members, having been busily engaged throughout
the summer in establishin 'l’.‘emp]es and initiating members.

In Kentucky, Jud ullit, of the Court of Appeals, is Grand
Commander, and with Dr. U. F. Kalfus and W. R. Thomas, jailer in
Louisville, two other of the most prominent members, has been
arrested and confined by the Military authorities. In New York Dr.
R. F. Stevens, the Chief Secretary of the McClellan Minute Guard, is the
most active ostensible representative of the Order.

The greater part of the chief and subordinate officers of the Order
and its branches, as well as the prineipal members thereof, are known
to the Government, and, where not already arrested, may regard them-
selves as under a constant Military surveillance. So complete has been
the exposure of this secret league, that however frequently the
conspirators may change its names, forms, pass words, and signals, its
true purposes and operations cannot longer be concealed from the
Military authorities.

It is to be remarked that the Supreme Council of the Order, which
annually meets on February 22, convened this year at New York City,
and a special meeting was then appointed to be held at Chicago on
July 1, or just prior to the day then fixed for the Convention of the
Democratic Party. This Convention having been postponed to August
29, the special meeting of the Supreme Council was also postponed to
August 27, at the same place, and was duly econvened accordingly. It
will be remembered that a leading member of the Convention, in the
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course of a speech made before that body, alluded a{) rovingly to the
session of the Sons of Liberty at Chicago at the same time, as that of an
organization in harmony with the sentiment and projects of the
Convention.

It may be observed, in conclusion, that one not fully acquainted with
the true character and intentions of the Order might well suppose that,
in designating its officers by high Military titles, and in imitating in
its organization that established in our Armies, it was designed merely
to render itself more popular and attractive with the masses, and to
invest its chiefs with a certain sham dignity; but when it is understood
that the Order comprises within itself a large Army of well-armed men,
constantly drilled and exercised as soldiers, and that this Army is held
ready at any time for such forcible resistance to our military authorities,
and such active co-operation with the public Enemy, as it may be called
upon to engage in by its commanders, it will be perceived that the
titles of the latter are not assumed for the mere purpose of display, but
they are the chiefs. of an actual and formidable force of conspirators
against the life of the Government, and that their Military system is
as it has been remarked by Col. Sanderson, ‘‘the grand lever used
by the Rebel Government for its Army operations.”

IIL.—ITS EXTENT AND NUMBERS.

The * Temples” or * Lodges” of the Order are numerously scattered
through the States of Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, Missouri, and Kentucky.
They are also officially reported as established, to a less extent, In
Michigan and the other Western States, as well as in New York,
Pennsylvania, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New
Jersey, Maryland, Delaware, and Tennessee. Dodd, the Grand
Commander of Indiana, in an address to the members in that State, of
February last, claims that at the next annual meeting of the Supreme
Council (in Februa;y, 1865), every State in the Union will be repre-
sented, and adds, ‘‘This is the first and only true National Organization
the Democratic and Conservative men of the country have ever
attempted.” A provision made in the Constitution of the Counecil for
a representation from the Zerritories shows, indeed, that the widest
extension of the Order is contemplated.

In the States first mentioned the Order is most strongll‘y centred at
the following places, where are situated its prineipal ‘* Temples”: In
Indiana, at Indianapolis and Vincennes; in Illinois, at Chicago, Spring-
field, and Quincy (a large ¥roportion of the lodges in and about the
latter place having been founded by the notorious guerilla chief,
Jackman); in Ohio, at Cincinnati*Dayton, and in Hamilton County
(which is proudly termed bﬁ'omembers. ‘‘the South Carolina of the
North "); in Missouri, at St. Louis; in Kentucky, at Louisville; and in

Michigan, at Detroit_(whéhce comiiitimieation was freely had, by the -

leaders of the Order, with Vallandigham during his banishment, either
by letters addressed to him through twe-prominent citizens and
members of the Order, or by personal interviews at Windsor, C. W.)
1t is to be added that the regular places of meeting, as also the principal
rendezvous and haunts of the members in these and less important
places, are generally well known to the Government.

The actual numbers of the Order have, it is believed, never been
officially reported, and cannot, therefore, be accurately ascertained.
Various estimates have been made by leading members, some of which
are, no doubt, considerably exaggerated. It has been asserted by
delegates to the Supreme Council of February last, that the number
was there represented to be from 800,000 to 1,000,000; but Vallandigham,
in his speech last summer at Dayton, Ohio, placed it at 500,000, which
is probably much nearer the true total. The number of its members
in the several States has been differently estimated in the reports and

!
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statements of its officers. Thus, the forece of the Order in Indiana is
stated to be from 75,000 to 125,000; in Illinois, from 100,000 to 140,000; in
Ohio, from 80,000 to 108,000; in Kentucky, from 40,000 to 70,000; in
Missouri, from 20,000 to 40,000; and in Michigan and New York, about
20,000 each, Its rerresontntiun in the other States above mentioned
does not specifically appear from the testimony; but, allowing for
every exaggeration in the figures reported, they may be deemed to
present a tolerably faithful view of what, at least, is regarded by the
Order as its true force in the States designated.

It is to be noted that the Order, or its counterpart, is probably much
more widely extended at the South even than at the North, and that
a large proportion of the Officers of the Rebel Army are represented by
credible witnesses to be members. In Kentucky and Missouri the
Order has not hesitated to admit as members not only Officers of that
Army, but also a considerable number of guerillas, a class who might
be sup‘pose(l to appreciate most readily its spirit and purposes. It is
fully shown that, as lately as in July last, several of these ruffians were
initiated into the first degree by Dr, Kalfus, in Kentucky.

IV.—ITS ARMED FORCE.

A review of the testimony in regard to the armed force of the
Order will materially aid in determining its real strength and numbers.

Although the Order has, from the outset, partaken of the Military
character, it was not till the summer or fall of 1863 that it began to be
generally organized as an armed body. Since that date its officers and
leaders have been busily engaged in placing it upon a Military basis,
and in preparing it for a revolutionary movement. A general system
of drilling has been instituted and secretly carried out. Members have
been instrueted to be constantly provided with weapons, and in some
localities it has been absolutely required that each member should
keep at his residence, at all times, certain arms and a specified quantity
of ammunition.

n March last the entire armed force of the Order capable of being
mobilized for effective service was represented to be 340,000 men. As
the details upon which this statement was based are imperfectly set
forth in the testimony, it is not known how far this number may be
exaggerated. It is abundantly shown, however, that the Order, by
means of a tax levied upon its members, has accumulated considerable
funds for the purchase of arms and ammunition, and that these have
been procuroJ in large quantities for its use. The witness, Clayton, on
the trial of Dodd, estimated that two-thirds of the Order are furnished
with arms.

Green B. Smith, Grand Secretary of the Order in Missouri, states
in his confession of July last: ‘1 know that arms, mostly revolvers,
and ammunition have been purchased by members in St. Louis to send
to members in the country where they could not be had ;” and he sub-
sequently adds that he himself alone clandestinely purchased and for-
warded, between April 15th and 19th last, about 200 revolvers, with
5,000 percussion caps and other ammunition. A muster-roll of one of
the county lodges of that State is exhibited, in which, opposite the
name of each member, are noted certain numbers, under the heads of
‘ Missouri Republican, ** St. Louis Union,” ** Anzeiger,” ** Miscellaneous
Periodicals,” ** Books,” ‘‘Speeches.” and *‘Reports;” titles which,
when interpreted, severally signify single-barreled guns, double-bar-
reled guns, revolvers, private ammunition, private lead, company
powder, company lead—the roll thus actually setting forth the amount
of arms and ammunition in the possession of the lodge and its mem-
bers.

In the States of Ohio and Illinois the Order is claimed by its mem-
bers to be unusually well-armed with revolvers, carbines, ete.; but it is
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in regard to the arming of the Order in Indiana that the principal
statisties have been presented, and these may serve to illustrate the
system which has probably been pursued in most of the States. One
intelligent witness, who has been a member, estimates that in March last
there were in possession of the Order in that State, 6,000 muskets and
60,000 revolvers, besides private arms. Another member testifies that
at a single lodge-meeting of two hundred and fifty-two persons, which
he attended early in the present year, the sum of $4,000 was subseribed
for arms. Other members present statements in reference to the num-
«ber of arms in their respective counties, and all agree in representing
that these have been constantly forwarded from Indianapolis into the
interior. Beck & Brothers are designated as the firm in that eity to
which most of the arms were consigned. These were shipped prinei-
pally from the East ; some packages, however, were sent from Cinein-
nati, and some from Kentucky, and the boxes were generally marked
‘ pick-axes,” ** hardware,” * nails,” * household goods,” ete.

(General Carrington estimates that in February and March last,
nearly 80,000 guns and revolvers entered the State, and this estimate is
based upon actual inspection of invoices. The true number intro-
duced was, therefore, probably considerably greater. That officer adds
that on the day in which the sale of arms was stop »ed by his order
in Indianapolis, nearly 1,000 additional revolvers h:ul been contracted
for, and that the trade could not supply the demand. He further re-
Jorts that after the introduction of arms into the Department of the

orth had been prohibited in General Orders of March last, a seizure
was made by the Government of a large quantity of revolvers and
135,000 rounds of ammunition, which had been shipped to the firm in
Indianapolis, of which H. H. Dodd, Grand Commander, was a mein-
ber : that other armms about to be shipped to the same destination were
seized in New York City ; and that all these were claimed as the pri-
vate property of John C. Walker, one of the Major-Generals of the
Order in Indiana, and were represented to have been * purchased for a
few friends.” 1t should also be stated that at the office of Hon.—
_— (., at Terre Haute, were discovered letters which dis-
closed a correspondence between him and ex-Senator Wall, of New
Jersey, in regard to the purchase of 20,000 Garibaldi rifles, to be for-
warded to the West.

It appears in the course of the testimony that a econsiderable quantity
of arms and ammunition were brought into the State of 1llinois from
Burlington, lowa, and that ammunition was sent from New Albany,
Indiana, into Kentueky ; it is also represented that, had Vallandigham
been arrested on his return to Ohio, it was contemplated furnishing
the Order with arms from a point in Canada, near Windsor, where
they were stored ready for use. -

There remains further to be noticed, in this eonnection, the testi-
mony of Clayton upon the trial of Dodd, to the effect that arms were
to be furnished the Order from Nassau, N. P., by way of Canada ; that,
to defray the expense of these arms or their transportation, a formal
assessment was levied upon the lodges, but that the transportation
into Canada was actually to be furnished by the Confederate author-
ities.

A statement was made by Hunt, Grand Commander of Missouri,
before his arrest, to a fellow member, that shells and all kinds of
munitions of War, as well as infernal machines, were manufactured by
the Order at Indianapolis; and the late discovery in Cineinnati of
samples of hand-grenades, conical shells, and rockets, of which one
thousand were about to be manufactured, under a speeial contract, for
the O. 8. L., goes directly to verify such a statement.

These details will convey some idea of the attempts which have been
made to place the Order upon a War footing and prepare it for
aggressive movements. But notwithstanding all the efforts that have




764 THE GREAT CONSPIRACY.

been put forth, and with considerable success, to arm and equip its
members as fighting men, the leaders have felt themselves very
deficient in their armament, and numerous schemes for increasing their
armed strength have been devised. Thus at the time of the issuing of
the general order in Missouri requiring the enrollment of all citizens, it
‘was proposed in all the lodges of the O. A. K., at St. Louis, that certain
members should raise companies in the militia in their respective
wards, and thus get command of as many Government arms and
equipments as possible, for the future use of the Order. Again, it was
proposed that all the members should enroll themselves in the militia,
instead of paying commutation ; in this way obtaining possession of the
United States arms, and having the advantage of the drill and Military
instruetion. In the councils of the Order in Kentucky, in June last, a
scheme was devised for disarming all the Negro troops, which it was
thought could be done without much difficulty, and appropriating their
arms for Mili purposes.

The despicable treachery of these proposed plans, as evincing the
animus of the conspiracy, need not be commented upon.

It is to be observed that the Order, in the State of Missouri, has
counted greatly upon support from the enrolled militia in case of an
invasion by Price, as containing many members and friends of the
O. A. K.; and that the ‘‘ Paw Paw Militia,” a Military organization of
Buchanan County, as well as the militia of Platte and Clay Counties,
known as the ‘‘ Flat Foots,” have been relied upon, almost to a man,
to join the revolutionary movement,

V.—ITS RITUAL, OATHS, AND INTERIOR FORMS.

The Ritual of the Order, as well as the secret signs, passwords, ete.,
has been fully made known to the Military authorities. In August last
one hundred and twelve copies of the Ritual of the O. A. K. were seized
in the office of the Hon. D. W. Voorhees, M. C., at Terre Haute, and a
large number of rituals of the O. 8. L., together with copies of the
Constitutions of the Councils, ete., already referred to, were found in
the building at Indianapolis, occupied by Dodd, the Grand Commander
of Indiana, as had been indicated by the Government witnesses, and
Detective Stiger. Copies were likewise discovered at Louisville, at
the residence of Dr. Kalfus, concealed within the mattress of his bed,
where Stiger had ascertained that they were kept.

The ritual of the O. A. K. has also been furnished by the authorities
of St. Louis. From the ritual, that of the O. 8. L. does not materially
differ. Both are termed ‘ progressive,” in that that they provide for
Jive separate degrees of membership, and contemplate the admission of
a member of a lower degree into a higher one only upon certain
vouchers and proofs of fitness, which, with each a.scending degree, are
required to be stronger and more imposing.

ach degree has its commander or h ; the Fourth or ‘‘ Grand " is
the highest in a State; the Fifth or ‘“‘Supreme” the highest in the
United States; but to the first or lower degree onli'l do the great
majority of members attain. A large proportion of these enter the
Order, supposing it to be a ‘“Democratic” and political association
merely ; and the history of the Order furnishes a most striking
illustration of the gross and criminal deception which may be practiced
uyon the ignorant masses by unserupulous and unprincipled leaders.
The members of the lower degree are often for a considerable period
kept quite unaware of the true purposes of their chiefs. But to the
latter they are bound, in the language of their obligation, ‘‘fo yield
prompt and implicit obedience to the utmost of their ability without
remonstrance, hesitation, or delay:” and meanwhile their minds, under
the discipline and teachings to which they are subjected, become
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educated to contemplate with comparative uneoncern the treason for
which they are preparing.

The oaths, *‘invocations,” ‘‘ charges,” ete., of the ritual, expressed as
they are in bombastic and extravagant phraseology, would excite in the
mind of an educated person only ridicule and eontempt, but on the
illiterate they are calculated to make a deep impression, the effect and
importance of which were doubtless fully studied by the framers of the
instrument.

The oath which is administered upon the introduction of a member
into any degree is especially imposing in its language; it Prescribes as
a penalty for a violation of the obligations assumed ‘‘a shameful
death,” and further that the body of the person guilty of such violation
shall be divided into four parts and cast at the four ‘‘ gates” of the
Temple. Not only, as has been said, does it enjoin a blind obedience
to the commands of the Superiors of the Order, but it is required to
be held of paramount obligation to any oath which may be admin-
istered to a member in a Court of justice or elsewhere. Thus, in cases
where members have been sworn by officers empowered to administer
oaths to speak the whole truth in answer to questions that may be put
to them, and have then been examined ‘in reference to the Order and
their connection therewith, they have not only refused to give any
information in regard to its character, but have denied that they were
members, or even that they knew of its existence. A econspicuous
instance of this is presented in the cases of Hunt, Dunn, and Smith,
the chief officersof the Order in Missouri, who, upon their first exami-
nation under oath, after their arrest, denied connection with the
Order, but confessed also under oath, at a subsequent period, that this
denial was whollg false, although in accordance with their obll_x;gations
as members. Indeed, a deliberate t:gstem of deception in regard to the
details of the 2onspiracy is inculeated upon the members and studiously
pursued; and it may be mentioned, as a similarly despicable feature of
the organization, that it is held bound toinjure the Administration and
officers of the Government, in every possible manner, by misrepresenta-
tion and falsehood.

Members are also instructed that their oath of membership is to be
held paramount to an oath of allegiance, or any other oath which may
impose obligations inconsistent with those which are assumed upon
entering the Order. Thus, if a member, when in danger, or for
the purpose of facilitating some traitorous design, has taken the oath
of allegiance to the United States, he is held at liberty to violate it on
the first occasion, his obligation to the Order being deemed superior to
anly consideration of duty or loyalty prompted by such oath.

t is to be added that where members are threatened with the penal-
ties of perjury, in case of their answering falsely questions propounded
to them in regard to the Order before a Court or Grand Jury, they are
instructed to refuse to answer such questions, alleging, as a ground for
their refusal, that their answers may créiminate themselves. The testi-
mony shows that this eourse has habitually been pursued by members, *
especially in Indiana, when placed in such a situation.

esides the oaths and other forms and ceremonies which have been
alluded to, the Ritual contains what are termed ‘‘Declarations of
Principles.” These declarations, which are most important, as exhibit-
ing the creed and character of the Order, as inspired by the principles
of the Rebellion, will be fully presented under the next branch of the
subject.

The signs, signals, passwords, ete., of the Order areset forth at length
in the testimony, but need only be briefly alluded to. 1t is a significant
fact, as showing the intimate relations between the Northern and
Southern sections of the great Conspiracy, that a member from a
Northern State is enabled to pass without risk through the South by
the use of the signs of recognition which have been established
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throughout the Order, and by means of which members from distant
points, though meeting as strangers, are at once made known to each
other as * brothers.” Mary Ann Pitman expressly states in her testi-
mony that whenever important dispatches are required to be sent by
Rebel Generals beyond*heir lines, members of the Order are always
selected to convey them.

Certain passwords are also used in common in both sections, and of
these none appears to be more familiar than the word ‘* Nu-oh-lae,” or
the name of ‘' Calhoun” spelt backwards, and which is employed upon
entering a temple of the first degree of the O. A. K.—certainly a fitting
password to such dens of Treason.

Beside the signs of recognition, there are stgns of warning and
danger, for use at night as well as by day; as, for instance, signs to
warn members of the approach of United States officials seeking to
make arrests. The Order has also established what are called battle
signals, by means of which, as it is asserted, a member serving in the
Army may communicate with the Enemy in the field, and thus escape
personal harm in case of attack or capture.

The most recent of these signals represented to have been adopted is
a five-pointed copper star, worn under the coat, which is to be dis-
closed upon meeting an enemy, who will thus recognize in the wearer a
sympathizer and an ally. A similar star of German silver, hung in a
frame, is said to be numerously displayed by members or their families
in private Ahouses in Indiana, for the purpose of insuring protection to
.. their property in case of a raid or other attack; and it is stated that
in many dwellings in that State a portrait of John Morgan is exhibited
for a similar purpose.

Other signs are used by members, and especially the Officers of the
Order in their correspondence. Their letters, when of an official char-
acter, are generally conveyed by sPeoial messenger, but when trans-
nmitted through the mail are usually in cipher. hen written in the
ordinary manner, a character at the foot of the letter, consisting of a
cirele with a line drawn across the center, signifies to the member who
receives it that the statements as written are to be understood in a
sense directly the opposite to that which would ordinarily be conveyed.

It is to be added that the meetings of the Order, especially in the
country, are generally held at night and in secluded places, and that
the approach to them is carefully guarded by a line ot sentinels, who
are pl?ﬂ:e’fl only by means of a special countersign, which is termed the

‘ picket.

VI.—ITS WRITTEN PRINCIPLES.

The ‘* Declaration of Principles,” which is set forth in the Ritual of
the Order, has already been alluded to. This declaration, which is
specially framed for the instruction of the great mass of members, com-
mences with the following proposition : ** All men are endowed by the

* Creator with certain rights, equal as far as there is equality in the
capacity for the:appreciation, enjoyment, and exercise of those rights ;”
and subsequently there is added : * In the Divine Economy no indi-
vidual of the human race must be permitted to encumber the earth, to
mar its aspects of transcendent beauty, nor to impede the progress of
the physical or intellectual man, neither in himself nor in the race to
which he belongs. Hence, a People, upon whatever plane they may be
found in the ascending scale of humanity, whom neither the divinity
within them nor the inspirations of divine and beautiful nature around
them can impel to virtuous action and progress onward and upward,
should be su[)jected to a just and humane servitude and tutelage to the
superior race until they shall be able to appreciate the benefits and ad-
vantages of eivilization.”

Here, expressed in studied terms of hypoerisy, is the whole theory of
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human bondage—the right of the strong, because they are strong, to
deﬂl)()il and enslave the weak, because they are weak ! The languages
of Earth can add nothing to the cowardly and loathsome baseness of
the doetrine, as thus announced. It is the robber’s ereed, sought to be
Nationalized, and would push back the hand on the dial-plate of our
civilization to the darkest periods of human history. It must be ad-
mitted, however, that it furnishes a fitting ‘‘corner-stone” for the
government of a Rebellion, every fibre of whose body and every throb
of whose soul is born of the traitorous ambition and Slave-pen inspira-
tions of the South.

To these detestable tenets is added that other pernicious political
thenry of State Sovereignty, with its necessary fruit, the monstrous
doctrine of Secession—a (loc{rine.which, in assertiniz that in our feder-
ative system a part is greater than the whole, would compel the Gen-
eral Government, like a Japanese Slave, to commit hari-kari whenever
a faithless or insolvent State should eommand it to doso. :

Thus the Ritual, after reciting that the States of the Union are
“Free, Independent, and Sovereign, proceeds as follows: ‘‘The Gov-
ernment designated * The United States of America’ hasno Sovereignty,
because that is an attribute with which the People, in their several and
distinet political organizations, are endowed and is inalienable, It
was constituted by the terms of the compact, by all the States, through
the express will of the People thereof, respectively—a common agent,
to use and exercise certain named, specified, defined, and limited
{Aowers which are inherent of the sovereignties within those States.

t is permitted, so far as regards its status and relations, as common
agent in the exercise of the powers carefully and jealously delegated to
it, to call itself ‘Supreme’ but not * Sovereign.’ In accordance with
the principles upon which is founded the American theory, govern-
ment can exercise only delegated power; hence, if those who shall
have been chosen to administer the government shall assume to exer-
cise powers not delegated, they should be rega.rded and treated as
usurpers. 'the reference to ‘inherent power,” * War power,’ or ‘ Mili-
tary necessity,’ on the part of the functionary for the sanction of an
arbitra,:;y exercise of power by him, we will not accept in palliation or
excuse. i

To this is added, as a corollary, ‘it is incomwtible with the history
and nature of our system of government that Federal authority should
coerce by arms a Sovereign State.”

The declaration of principles, however, does not stop here, but pro-
ceeds one step further, as follows :

‘*Whenever the chosen officers or delegates shall fail or refuse to
administer the Government in strict accordance with the letter of the
accepted Constitution, it is the inherent right and the solemn and
imperative duty of the People to resist the functionaries, and, if need
be, to expel them by force of arms! Such resistance is not revolution,
but is solely the assertion of right—the exercise of all the noble
attributes which impart honor and dignity to manhood.”

To the same effect, though in milder tone, is the platform of the
Order in Indiana, put forth by the Grand Council at their meeting in
February last, which declares that ‘‘ the right to alter or abolish their
Government, whenever it fails to secure the blessings of liberty, is one
of the inalienable rights of the people that can never be surrendered.”

Such, then, are the principles which the new member swears to
observe and abide by in his obligations set forth in the ritual, where he
says: ‘‘I do solemnly promise that I will ever cherish in my heart of
hearts the sublime creed of the E. K. (Excellent Knights), and will, so
far as in me lies, illustrate the same in my intercourse with men, and
will defend the principles thereof, if need be, with my life, whensoever
assailed, in my own Country first of all. I do further solemnly declare
that I will never take up arms in behalf of any Government which

|
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does not acknowledge the sole authority or power to be the will of the
governed.”

The following extracts from the ritual may also be quoted, as
illustrating the prineiple of the right of revolution and resistance to
constitu n.uthoritf' insisted uponel()ly the Order :

*Our swords shall be unsheathed whenever the great principles
which we aim to inculcate and have sworn to maintain and defend are
assailed.”

Again : ‘I do solemnly promise that whensoever the principles which
our Order inculeates shall be assailed in my own State or Country, I
will defend these principles with mg' sword and my life, in whatsover
((:)sr%acﬂ;',y may be assigned me by the competent authority of our

er

And further: *I do promise that I will, at all times, if need be, take
up arms in the cause of the oppressed—in my own Country first of all—
against any power or government usurped, which may be found in
arms and waging War against a ple or peoples who are endeavoring
to establish, or have inaugurated a government for themselves, of their
own free choice.” ;

Moreover, it is to be noted that all the addresses and speeches of its
leaders breathe the same principle, of the right of forcible resistance to
the Government, as one of the tenets of the Order.

Thus, P. C. Wright, Supreme Commander, in his general address of
December, 1863, after urging that the ‘‘Spirit of the Fathers may
animate the free minds, the brave hearts, and still unshackled limbs of
the true Democracy™ (meaning the members of the Order), adds as
follows: ‘‘To be prepared for the erisis now approaching we must
cateh from afar the earliest and faintest™Breathings of the spirit of the
storm ; to be successful when the storm comes we must be watchful,
patient, brave, confident, organized, armed.”

Thus, too, Dodd, Grand Commander of the Order in Indiana, quoting,
in his address of Februa.ry last, the views of his Chief, Vallandigham
and adopting them as his own, says:

‘““He (Vallandigham) judges that the Washington power will not
yield up its power until it has been taken from them by an indignant
people by force of arms.”

Such, then, are the written principles of the Order in which the
neophyte is instructed, and which he has sworn to cherish and observe
as his rule of action, when, with arms placed in his hands, he is called
upon to engage in the overthrow of his Government. This declaration
—first, of the absolute right of Slavery; second, of State Sovereignty

and the right of Secession ; third, of the right of armed resistance to-

constituted authority on the part of the disaffected and the disloyal,
whenever their ambition may prompt them to revolution—is but an
assertion of that abominable theory which, from its first enunciation,
served as a pretext for conspiracy after conspiracy against the
Government on the part of the Southern Traitors, until their detestable
plotting culminated in open Rebellion and bloody Civil War. What
more appropriate word, therefore, to be communicated to the new
member upon his first admission to the secrets of the Order could have
been conceived, than that which was actually adopted—*‘ Calhoun”
—a man who, baffled in his lust for power, with gnashing teeth turned
upon the Government that had lifted him to its highest honors, and
upon the Country that had borne him, and down to the very close of
his fevered life labored incessantly to scatter far and wide the seeds
of that poison of death now upon our lips? The thorns which now
pierce and tear us, are of the tree he planted.

VIIL.—ITS SPECIFIC PURPOSES AND OPERATIONS.

From the principles of the Order, as thus set forth, its general
purpose of co-operating with the Rebellion may readily be inferred, and
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in faet, those principles eould logically lead to no other result. This
general purpose, indeed, is distinetly set forth in the personal state-
ments and confessions of its members, and particularly of its prominent
officers, who have been induced to make disclosures to the Govern-
ment. Among the most significant of these confessions are those
already alluded to, of Hunt, Dunn, and Smith, the heads of the Order
in Missouri. The latter, whose statement is full and explicit, says:
** At the time I joined the Order 1 understood that its object was to
aid and assist the Confederate Government, and endeavor to restore
the Union as it was prior to the Rebellion.” He adds: *‘ The Order is
hostile in every respect to the general Government, and friendly to the
so-called Confederate Government. It is exclusively made up of
disloyal persons—of all Democrats who are desirous of securing the
Independence of the Confederate States with a view of restoring the
Union as it was.”

1t would be idle to comment on such gibberish as the statement that
‘* the Independence of the Confederate States” was to be used as the
means of restoring ‘**the Unioh as it was;” and yet, under the manipu-
lations of these traitorous jugglers, doubtless the brains of many have
been so far muddled as to accept this shameless declaration as true.

But proceeding to-the-specific purposes of the Order, which its
leaders have had in view (from the beginning, and which, as will be
seen, it has been able, in many cases, to carry out with very considera-
ble suceess, the following are found to be most pointedly presented by
the testimony: 3

1. Leading soldiers to desert, and harboring end-protecting deserters.
—Early in its history, the Order essayed to undermine such portions of
the army as were exposed to insidious approaches. Agents were sent
by the K. G. C. into the camps to introduce the Order among the
soldiers, and those who became members were instructed to induce as
many of their companions as gossible_ to desert, and for this purpose
the latter were furnished by the Order with money and citizens’ cloth-
ing. Soldiers who hesitated at desertion, but desired to leave the
Army, were introduced to lawyers, who engaged to furnish them some
quasi legal pretext for so doing, and a certain attorney of Indianapolis,
named Walpole, who was particularly conspicuous in furnishing faeil-
ities of this character-to-soldiers who applied to him, has boasted that he
has thus aided five hundred enlisted men to escape from their contracts.
Through the schemes of the Order in Indiana whole companies were
broken up—a large detachment or a battery company, for instance,
deserting on one occasion to the Enemy with two ofp its guns—and the
camps were imbued with a spirit of discontent and dissatisfaction with
the Service.  Some estimate of the success of these efforts may be
derived from the report of the Adjutant General of Indiana, of
January, in 1863, setting forth that the number of deserters and
absentees returned to the Army through the post of Indianapolis alone,
during the month of December, 1862, was nearly two thousand six
hundred.

As soon as arrests of these deserters began to be generally made,
writs of habeas corpus were issued in their cases by disloyal jmﬂzes, and
a considerable number were discharged thereon. In one instance in
Indiana, where an officer in charge of a deserter properly refused to
obey the writ, after it had been suspended in such cases by the President,
his attachment for contempt was ordered by the Chief Justice of the
State, who declared that ** the streets of Indianapolis might run with
blood, but that he would enforce his authority against the President’s
order.” On another occasion certain United States officers who had
made the arrests of deserters in Illinois, were themselves arrested for
kidnapping, and held for trial by a disloyal judge, who at the same
time discharged the deserters, though acknowledging them to
be such.

49
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Soldiers, upon deserting, were assured of immunity from punishment,
and protection on the part of the Order, and were instructed to bring
away with them their arms, and, if mounted, their horses. Details
sent to arrest them by the Military authorities were in several cases
forcibly resisted, and, where not unusually strong in numbers, were
driven back by large bodies of men, subsequently generally ascertained
to be members of the Order. Where arrests were effected, our troops
were openly attacked and fired upon on their return. Instances of
such attacks oceurring in Morgan and. Rush Counties, Indiana, are
especially noticed by Gen. Carrington. In the case of the outbreak in
Morgan County, J. 8. Bingham, editor of the Indianapolis Sentinel, a
wmember or friend of the Order, sought to forward to the disloyal news-
papers of the West false and inflammatory telegraph dispatches in
regard to the affair, to the effect that Cavalry had been sent to arrest
all the Democrats in the County, that they had committed gross out-
rages, and that several citizens had been shot; and adding, °'ten
thousand soldiers cannot hold the men arrested this night. Civil War
and bloodshed are inevitable.” The assertions in this dispatch were
entirely false, and may serve to illustrate the fact heretofore noted,
that a studious misrepresentation of the acts of the Government and
its officers is a part of the prescribed duty of members of the Order.
1t is proper to Inention that seven of the party in Morgan County who
made the attack upon our troops were convieted of their offence by a
State Court.  Upon their trial it was proved that the party was com-
posed of members of the K. G. C.

One of the most pointed instances of protection afforded to deserters
oceurred in a case in Indiana, where seventeen intrenched themselves
in a log eabin with a diteh and palisade, and were furnished with pro-
risions and sustained in their defence against our Military authorities
for a considerable period, by the Order or its friends.

9. Discouraging enlistments and resisting the draft.—Itis especially
inculeated by the Order to oppose the reinforcement of our Armies,
either by volunteers or drafted men. 1In 1862 the Knights of the Golden
(ircle organized generally to resist the draft in the Western States, and
were strong enough in certain localities to greatly embarrass the Gov-
ernment. In this year, and early in 1863, a number of enrolling officers
were shot in Indiana and Ilinois. In Blackford County, Indiana, an
attack was made on the Court _house, and the books connected with the
draft were destroyed. In several counties of the State a considerable
Military force was required for the protection of the United States
officials, and a large number of arrests were made. ineluding that of
one Reynolds, an ex-Senator of the Legislature, for publicly urging upon
the populace to resist eonseription—an offence of the same character,
in fact. as that upon which "allandigham was apprehended in Ohio.
These outbreaks were 1o doubt, in most cases, incited by the Order, and
engaged in by its members. In Indiana nearly 200 persons were indicted
for conspiracy against the Government, resisting the drafts, ete., and
about sixty of these were convieted. 3

Where members of the Order were forced into the Army by the draft,
they were instructed, in case they were prevented from presently escap-
ing, and were obliged to go to the field, to use their arms against their
fellow-soldiers rather than thé Enemy, or if possible to desert to the
Enemy, by whom, through the signs of the Order, they would be recog-
nized and received as friends. W henever a member volunteered in the
Army he was at once expelled from the Order.

3. Cireulation of disloyal and treasonable publications.——The Order,
especially in Missouri, has secretly circulated throughout the Country
a great quantity of treasonable publications as & means of extending
its own power and influence, as well as of giving encouragement to the
disloyval and ineiting them to Treason. Of these some of the principal
are the following: * Pollard’s Southern History of the War,” ** Official
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Reports of the Confederate Government,” “ Life of Stonewall Jackson,”
pamphlets containing articles from the ** Metropolitan Record,” ** Abra-
ham Africanus: or, the Mysteries of the White House,” ** The Lincoln
Catechisin, or a Guide to the Presidential Election of 1864, “Indestrueti-
ble Organics,” by Tirga. These publications have generally been pro-
cured by formal requisitions drawn upon the Grand Commander by
leading members in the interior of the State. One of these requisi-
tions, dated June 10th, last, and drawn by a local Secretary of the
Order at Gentryville, Missouri, is exhibited in the testimony. It con-
tains a column of the initials of subseribers, opposite whose names are
entered the number of disloyal publications to be furnished, the par-
:i(t’,{ll:w book or books, ete., required, being indicated by fictitious
itles.

4. Communicating with, and giving intelligence to, the Enemy.—Smith,
Grand Secretary of the Order of Missouri, says in his confession :
** Rebel spies, mail earriers, and emissaries have been carefully protected
by this Order ever since 1 have been a member.” It is shown in the
testimony to be customary in the Rebel service to employ members of
the Order as spies under the guise of soldiers furnished with furloughs
to visit their homes within our lines. On coming within the territory
occupied by our forces, they are harbored and supplied with informa-
tion by the Order. - Another class of spies elaim to be deserters from
the Enemy, and at once seek an opportunity to take the oath of allegi-
ance, which, however, though voluntarily taken, they elaim to be ad-
ministered while they are under a species of duress, and, therefore, not
to be binding. Upon swearing allegiance to the Government, the pre-
tended deserter engages, with the assistance of the Order, in collee ing
contraband goods or procuring intelligence to be conveyed to the Enemy,
or in some other treasonable enterprise. In his official report of June
12th last, Colonel Sanderson remarks : *‘This department is filled with
Rebel spies, all of whom belong to the Order,”

In Missouri, regular mail communication was for# long period main-
tained through the agency of the Order, from St: Louis to Price’s Army,
by means of which private letters, as well as official despatches between
him and the Grand Commander of Missouri, were regularly transmitted.

The mail-carriers started from a point on the Pacific Railroad, near

Kirkwood Station, about fourteen miles from St. Louis, and, traveling
only by night, proceeded (to quote from Col. Sanderson’s report) to
* Mattox Mills, on the Maramee River, thence past Mineral Point to
Webster, thence to a point fifteen miles below Van Buren, where they
crossed the Black River, and thence to the Rebel lines.” It is, probably,
also by this route that the secret correspondence, stated by the witness
Pitman to have been constantly kept up between Price and Vallandig-
ham, the heads of the Order at the North and South, respectively, was
suceessfully maintained.

A similar communication has been continuously held with the Enemy
from Louisville, Kentucky. A considerable number of women in that
State, many of them of high position in Rebel society, and some of
them outwardly professing to be loyal, were discovered to have been
actively engaged in receiving and forwarding mails with the assistance
of the Order and its instruments. Two of the most notorious and suc-
cessful of these, Mrs. Woods and Miss Cassell, have been apprehended
and imprisoned.

By means of this correspondence with the Enemy the members of the
Order were promptly apprized of all raids to be made by the forces of
the former, and were able to hold themselves prepared to render aid
and comfort to the raiders. To show how efficient for this purpose was
the system thus established, it is to be added that our Military authori-
ties have, in a number of cases, been informed through members of the
Order employed in the interest of the Government, of impending raids
and important army movements of the Rebels, not only days, but some-
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times weeks sooner than the same intelligence could have reached them
through the ordinary channels.

On the other hand, the system of espionage kept up by the Order for
the purpose of obtaining information of the movements of our own
forces, ete., to be imparted to the Enemy, seems to have been as lu-rfwt
as it was seeret. -The Grand Secretary of the Order in Missourl states
in his confession: *One of the especial objects of this Order was to
place members in steamboats, ferryboats, telegraph offices, express
offices, department headquarters, Provost Marshal's offices, and, in fact,
in every position where they could do valuable service,” and he pro-
ceeds to specify certain members who, at the date of his confession
(August 2nd, last), were employed at the express and telegraph offices
in St. Louis, *

5. Aiding the Enemy, by recruiling for them, or asssisting them to
recrwit, within owr lines,—This has also been extensively carried on
by members of the Order, particularly in Kentueky and Missouri. It is
estimated that 2,000 men were sent Nouth from Louisville alone during
a few weeks in April and May, 1864.  'The Order and its friends at that
city have a permanent fund, to which there are many subscribers for
the purpose of fitting out with pistols, clothing, money, ete., men
desiring to join the Southern service,, and in the lodges of the Order in
St. Louis and northern Missouri money has been raised to purchase
horses, arms, and equipments for soldiers about to be forwarded to the
Southern army. In the latter State, parties empowered by Price, or by
Grand Commander Hunt, as his representative, to recruit for the Rebel
service, were nominally authorized to ‘‘locate lands,” as it was ex-
pressed, and in their reports, which were formally made, the number
of acres, ete., located, represented the number of men recruited. At
Louisville, those desiring to join the Southern forces were Kept
hidden, and Hll‘l)l)li(‘d with food and lodging until a convenient oceasion
was presented for their transportat ion South. They were then
colleeted and conducted at night to a safe rendezvous of the Order,
whence they were forwarded to their destination, in some cases stealing
horses from the United States corrals on their way. While awaiting an
occasion to be sent South, the men, to avoid the suspicion which might
be excited by their being seen together in any considerable number,
were often employed on farms in the vieinity of Louisville, and the
farm of one Grant in that neighborhood (at whose house, also, meet-
ings of the Order were held), is indicated in the testimony as one of the
localities where such recruits were rendezvoused and employed.

The same facilities which were afforded to reeruits for the Southern
Army were also furnished b the Order to persons desiring to proceed
beyond our lines for any i legal purpose. By these Louisville was
generally preferred as a point of departure, and, on the Mississippi
River, a particular steamer, the Graham, was selected as the fastest
conveyance.

6. Hurnishing the Rebels with arms, ammunition, ete.—In this, too,
the Order, and especially its female members and allies, has been sedu-
lously engaged. The Rebel women of Louisville and Kentucky are
represented as having rendered the most valuable aid to the Southern
Army by transporting large quantities of percussion caps, powder, ete.,
concealed upon their persons, to some convenient locality near the
lines, whence they could be readily conve red to those for whom they
were intended, It is estimated that at Louisville, up to May 1Ist, last
the sum of $17,000 had been invested by the Order in ammunition and
arms, to be forwarded, principally in this manner, to the Rebels. In
St. Louis several firms who are well known to the Government, the
prineipal of which is Beauvais & Co., have been engaged in supplying
arms and ammunition to members of the Order, to be conveyed to their
Southern allies, Mary Ann Pitman, a relinble witness, and a member
of the O. A, K., who will hereafter be specially alluded to, states in her
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testimony that she visited Beauvais & Co.’s three times, and proeured
from them on each oceasion about eighty dollars worth of caps, besides
a number of pistols and cartridges, which she carried in person to
Forrest's command, as well as a much larger quantity of similar
articles which she caused to be forwarded by other agents. The
guerillas in Missouri also received arms from St. Louis, and one
Douglas, one of the most active conspirators of the O. A, K., in Mis-
souri, and a special emissary of Price, was arrested while in the act of
transporting a box of forty revolvers by railroad to a guerilla eamp in
the interior of the State. Medical stores in large quantities were like-
wise, by the aid of the Order, furnished to the Enemy, and a ‘' young
doctor,” named Moore, said to be now a medical inspector in the Rebel
Army, is mentioned as having * made $75,000 by smuggling medicines
—principally Louisville—through the lines of our Army. Supplies were,
in some cases conveyed to the Enemy through the medium of professed
loyalists, who, having received permits for that purpose from the
United States Military authorities; would forward their goods, as if for
ordinary purposes of trade, to a certain point near the Rebel linds,
where by the connivance of the owners the Enemy would be able to
seize them,

1. Co-operating with the Enemyin raids and invasions.—While it is
clear that the Order has given aid, both directly and indirectly to the
forces of the Rebels, and to guerilla bands, when engaged in making
incursions into the border States, yet because, on the one hand, of the
constant restraint upon its action exercised by our Military authorities,
and, on the other, of the general suceess of our Armies in the field over
those of the Enemy, their allies at the North have never thus far been
able to carry out their grand plan of a general armed rising of the
Order, and its co-operation on an extended seale with the Southern
forces.  This plan has been two-fold, and consisted first, of a rising of
the Order in Missou.i, aided by a strong detachment from Illinois, and
a co-operation with a Rebel Army under Price; second, of a similar
rising in Indiana. Ohio, and Kentucky, and a co-operation with a force
under Breckinridge, Buckner, Morgan, or some other Rebel commander,
who was to invade the latter State. In this case the Order was first to
cut the railroads and telegraph wires, so that intelligence of the move-
ment might not be sent abroad, and the transportation of Federal
troops might be delayed, and then to seize upon the arsenals at Indian-
apolis, Columbus, Springfield, Louisville, and Frankfort, and furnish-
ing such of their number as were without arms, to kill or make
prisoners of department, district, and post commanders, release the
Rebel prisonersat Rock Island and at Camps Morton, Douglas, and
Chase, and thereupon join the Southern Army at lLouisville, or some
other point in Kentueky, which State was to be permanently occupied
by the combined force. At the period of the movement it was also
proposed that an attack should be made upon Chicago by means of
steam tugs mounted with cannon, A similar course was to be taken
in Missouri, and was to result in the permanent occupation of
that State.

This scheme has long occupied the minds of members of the Order,
and has been continually discussed by them in their Lodges. A rising,
somewhat of the character deseribed, was intended to have taken
place in the Spring of this year, simultaneously with an expected
advance of the Army of Lee upon Washington; but the plans of the
Enemy having been anticipated by the movements of our own generals,
the rising of the conspirators was necessarily postponed. Again, a
general movement of the Southern forces was expected tooceur about
July 4th, and with this the Order was to eo-operate. A speech, to be
made by Vallandigham at the Chicago Convention, was, it is said, to be
the signal for the rising: but the postponement of the Convention, as
well as the failure of the Rebel Armies to engage in the anticipated




774 THE GREAT CONSPIRACY.

movement, again operated to disturb the programme of the Order.
During the summer, however, the grand plan of action above set forth
has been more than ever discussed throughout the Order, and its
success most confidently predicted, while at the same time an extensive
organization and preparation for carrying the Conspiracy into effect
have been actively going on. But up to this time, notwithstandin

the late raids of the Enemy in Kentucky, and the invasion of Missour:

by Price, no such general action on the part of the Order as was contem-
plated has taken place—a result, in great part, owing to the activity of
our Military authorities in strengthening the detachments at the
prisons, arsenals, ete., and in causing the arrest of the leading con-
spirators in the several States, and especially in the seizure of large
quantities of arms which had been shlgped or the use of the Order
in their intended outbreak. It was, doubtless, on account of these
Elmautions that the day last appointed for the rising of the Order
3 I:):ilia.na and Kentucky (August 16th), passed by with but slight

er.

t is, however, the inability of the public Enemy, in the now declin--
ing days of the Rebellion, to initiate the desired movements, which
has prevented the Order from engaging in open warfare; and it has.
lately been seriously considered in their councils whether they should
not proceed with their revolt, relying alone on the guerilla.bands of
Sy& ert, Jesse, and others, for support and assistance.

ith these guerillas the Order has always most readily acted

along the border, and in cases of capture by the Union forces, of

Northern members of the Order engaged in co-operating with them,

the guerillas have frequently retaliated by seizing prominent Union

citizens and holding them as hostages for the release of their allies.

. At other times our Governinent has been officially notified by the- |

‘Rebel authorities that if the members of the Order captured were not |

treated by us as ordinary prisoners of War, retaliation would be
resorted to.

An atrocious plan of concert between members of the Order in *‘
Indiana and certain guerilla bands in Kentucky agreed upon last
sprina may here be remarked n%n. Some 2, or 3,000 guerillas
were to be thrown around into the border counties, and were to assume
the character of refugees seeking employment. Being armed, they
were to secretly destroy Government property whenever practicable,
and subsequently to control the election by force, prevent enlistments,
aid deserters, and stir up strife between the Civil and Military
authorities.

A singular feature of the raids of the Enemy remains only to be
adve to, viz.: that the officers conducting these raids are furnished
by the Rebel Government with quantities of United States Treasury
notes, for use within our lines, and that these are probably most fre--
quently Xrocured through the agency of members of the Order.

Mary Ann Pitman states that Forrest, of the Rebel Army, at one
time exhibited to her a letter to himself from a prominent Rebel sym-
pathizer and member of the Order in Washington, D. C., in which it.
was set forth that the sum of $2,500 in ‘‘greenbacks” had actually
been forwarded by him to the Rebel Government at Richmond.

8. Destruction of Government property.—There is no doubt that large
gua.ntities of Government property have been burned or otherwise

estroyed by the af;ency of the Order in different localities. At Louis-
ville, in the case of the steamer, Taylor, and on the Mississippi River,
steamers belonging to the United States, have been burned at the
wharves, and generally when loaded with Government stores. Shortly
before the arrest of Bowles, the senior of the major-generals of the
Order in Indiana, he had been engaged in the preparation of *‘ Greek
Fire,” which it it was supposed would be found serviceable in the
destruction of public property. It was generally understood in the
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councils of the Order in the State of Kentucky that they were to be
compensated for such destruction by the Rebel Government, by re-
ceiving a commission of ten per cent. of the value of the property so
destroyed, and that this value was to be derived from the estimate of
the loss made in each case by Northern newspapers. .

9. Destruction of ézri'vate property and {)ersecution of loyal men.—It is
reported, by Gen. Carrington, that the full development of the Order
in Indiana was followed by a ‘‘state of terrorism” among the Union
residents of ‘* portions of Brown, Morgan, Johnson, Rush, Clay, Sulli-
van, Bartholomew, Hendricks, and other counties ” in that State; that
from some localities individuals were driven away altogether; that in
others their barns, hay and wheat ricks were burned ; and that man
persons, under the general insecurity of life and property, sold their
effects at a sacrifice and moved to other places. At one time in
Brown County the members of the Order openlg threatened the lives
of all ‘ Abolitionists ” who refused to sign a Peace memorial which
they had prepared and addressed to Congress. In Missouri, also,
similar outrages committed upon the property of loyal citizens are
attributable in a great degree to the secret Order.

Here, the outbreak of the miners in the coal districts of Eastern
Pennsylvania, in the autumn of last year, may be approriately referred
to. It was fully shown in the testimony adduced, upon the trials of
these Insurgents, who were guilﬁy of the destruction of property and
numerous acts of violence, as well as murder, that th:{l were generally
members of a secret treasonable association, similarin all respects to the
K, G. C., at the meetings of which they were incited to the commission
of erimes for which they were tried and convicted.

10. Assassination and murder.—After what has been disclosed in ;
regard to this infamous 1 e of Traitors and ruffians, it will not be a 1
matter of surprise to learn that the eold-blooded assassination of Union
citizens and soldiers has been included in their devilish scheme of oper-
ations. Green B. Smith states in his confession that *‘ secret assassin-
ation of United States officers, soldiers, and Government employees has
been discussed in the councils of the Order and recommended.” It is
also shown in the course of the testimony that at a large meeting of
the Order in St. Louis, in May or June last, it was proposed to formm a
secret police, of members, for the purgose of patrolling the streets of
that citX at night and killing every detective and soldier that could
be readily disposed of; that this proposition was coolly considered and
finally rejected, not because of its fiendish character—no voice being
misex against its eriminality—but because only it was deemed prema-
ture. At Louisville, in June last, a sitailar scheme was discussed
among the Order for the waylaying and butchering of Ne soldiers
in the streets at night; and in the same month, a party of its members
in that city was actually organized for the purpose of throwing off
the track of the Nashville Railroad a train of Colored troops, and
seizing the opportnnity to take the lives of as many as possible. A%aln,
in July, the assassination of an obnoxious provost marshal, by be mz;
ing them into the hands of the guerillas, was designed b}v members
the interior of Kentucky. Further, at a meeting of the Grand Couneil
of Indiana, at Indianapolis, on June 14th, last, the murder of one Coffin,
a Government detective, who, as it was supposed, had betrayed the
Order, was deliberately discussed and una.mmouslé determined uj)on.
This fact is stated by ti{;er in his report to Gen. Carrington, of June
17th, last, and is more fully set forth in his testimony u(;)on the trial of
Dodd. Hedeposes that at the meeting in question Dodd himself volun-

teered to go to Hamilton County, Ohio, where Coffin was expected to
be found, and ‘‘ there dispose of the latter.” He adds that prior to the
meeting, he himself conveyed from Jud Bullit, at Louisville, to
Bowles and Dodd, at Indianapolis, special instructions to have Coffin
‘ put out of the way "—* murdered "—**at all hazards.”
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The opinion is expressed by Col. Sanderson, under date of June 12th,
last, that ** the recent numerous cold-blooded assassinations of Military
officers and uneconditional Union men throughout the Milimry district
of Northern Missouri, especially along the Western border,” is to be
aseribed to the ageney of the Order. he witness, Pitman, represents
that it is ‘‘a part of the obligation or understanding of the Order” to

kill officers and soldiers ‘‘ whenever it can be done by stealth, as well as !
loyal citizens, when considered iug)ortant or influential persons; and 9
she adds, that while at Memphis during the past summer she knew

that men on picket were secretly killed by members of the Order ap-
proaching them in disguise.

In this eonnection may be recalled the wholesale assassination of j
Union soldiers by members of the Order and their confederates at 1
Charleston, Illinois, in March last, in regard to which, as a startling '
episode of the Rebellion, a full report was addressed from this office to
the President, under dateof July 26th, last. This concerted murderous
assault ugon a scattered body of men, mostly unarmed—apparently
designed for the mere purpose of destroying as many lives of Union
soldiers as possible—is a forcible illustration of the utter malignity and
depravity which characterize the members of this Order in their zeal
to commend themselves as allies to their fellow-conspirators at the

South.
11. Establishment of a Northwestern Confederacy.—In concluding this
Review of some of the principal specific purposesof the Order, it remains
only to remark upon a further design of many of its leading members,
the accomplishment of which they are represented as having deeply at
heart. Hating New England, and jealous of her influence and resources, L
and claiming that the interest of the West and South, naturally con- }
nected as i:he{l are through the Mississippi Valley, are identical, and ;3
actuated further by an intensely revolutionary spirit as well as an un- i
bridled and unprineipled ambition, these men have made the establish-
ment of a Western or a Northwestern Confederacy, in alliance with the
South, the grand aim and end of all their plotting and conspiring. It
is with this steadily in prospect, that they are consta.ntlg seeking to V&.m
duce discontent, disorganization, and civil disorder at the North. ith
thisin view, they gloat over every reverse of the Armies of the Union, and
desire that the Rebellion shall be protracted until the resources of the
Government shall be exhausted, its strength 1Em.ra.lgzed, its currency
hopelessly depreciated, and confidence everywhere destroyed. Then,
from the anarchy which, under their scheme is to ensue, the new con-
| federacy is to arise, which is either to unite itself with that of the South,
or to form therewith a close and permanent alliance, Futile and ex-
travagant as this scheme may appear, it is yet the settled purpose of
many leading spirits of the secret Conspiracy, and is their favorite sub-
ject of thought and discussion. Not only is thisscheme deliberated
upon in the lodges of the Order, but it is openly proclaimed. Members
of the Indiana Legislature, even, have publicly announced it, and
avowed that they will take their own State out of the Union, and re-
cognize the indeﬁendence of the South. A citizen captured by a guerilla
band in Kentueky last summer, records the fact that the establishment
of a new confederacy, as the deliberate purpose of the Western people,
was boastfully asserted by these outlaws, who also assured their prisoner
that in the event of such establishment there would be ‘‘a greater
Rebellion than ever.”
La,stli" it is claimed that the new confederacy is already organized ;
that it bas a *‘ Provisional Government,” officers, departments, bureaus,

ete., in secret goperation. No comment is necessary to be made upon
this Treason, not now contemplated for the first time in our history.
Suggested by the present Rebellion, it is the logical consequence of the
ardent and utter sympathy therewith, which is the life and inspiration
of the Secret Order.
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VIIL.—THE WITNESSES AND THEIR TESTIMONY.

The facts detailed in the present Ref)ort have been derived from a
great variety of dissimilar sources, but all the witnesses, however differ-
ent their situations, concur so pointedly in their testimony, that the
evidence which has thus been furnished must be accepted as of an en-
tirely satisfactory character.

The principal witnesses may be classified as follows :

1. Shrewd, intelligent men, employed as detectives, and with a -
linr talent for their calling, who have gradually gained the conﬁsence
of leading members of the Order, and in some cases have been admitted
to its temples and been initiated into one or more of the degrees. The
most remarkable of these is Stiger, formally a private soldier in our
army, who, by the use of uncommon address, though at great personal
risk, succeeded in establishing such intimate relations with Bowles,
Bullit, Dodd, and other leaders of the Order, in Indiana and Kentucky,
as to be appointed Grand Secretary for the latter State, a position the
most favorable for obtaining information of the plans of these Traitors
and warning the Government of their intentions. It is to the rare
fidelity of this man, who has also been the principal witness upon the
trial of Dodd, that the Government has been chiefly indebted for the
exposure of the designs of the conspirators in the two States named.

2. Rebel officers and soldiers voluntarily or involuntarily making dis-
closures to our Military authorities. The most valuable witness of this
class are prisoners of War, who, actuated by laudable motives, have of
their own accord furnished a large amount of information in regard to
the Order, especially as it exists in the South, and of the relations of
its members with those of the Northern Section. Among these, also,
are soldiers at our prison camps, who, without designing it, have made
known to our officials by the use of the signs, ete., of the Order, that
they were members.

3. Scoutsemployed to travel through the interior of the border States
and also within or in the neighborhood of the Enemy’s lines. The fact
that some of these were left entirely ignorant of the existence of the
Order, upon being so employed, attaches an increased value to their
discoveries in regard to its operations. :

4. Citizen prisoners, to whom, while in confinement, disclosures were
made relative to the existence, extent and character of the Order by
fellow-prisoners who were leading members, and who in some instances,
upon becoming intimate with the witness, initiated him into one of the
degrees.

5. Members of the Order, who, upon a full acquaintance with its
principles, have been appalled by its infamous designs, and-have vol-
untarily abandoned it, freely making known their experience to our
Military authorities. In this class may be placed the female witness,
Mary Ann Pitman, who, though in arrest at the period of her dis-
closures, was yet induced to make them for the reason that, as she says,
“at the last meeting which I attended they passed an order which I
consider as utterly atrocious and barbarous; so I told them I would
have nothing more to do with them.” This woman was attached to
the command of the Rebel Forrest, as an officer, under the name of
* Lieutenant Rawley;” but, because her sex afforded her unusual facili-
ties for crossing our lines, she was often employed in the execution of
important commissions within our territory, and, as a member of the
Order, was made extensively acquainted with other members, both of
the Northern and Southern sections. Her testimony is thus uliarly
valuable, and, being a person of unusual intelligence and force of
character, her statements are succinct, pointed, and emphatic. They
are especially useful as fully corroborating those of other witnesses re-
garded as most trustworthy.

6. Officers of the Order, of high rank, who have been prompted to
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present confessions, more or less detailed, in regard to the Order and
their connection with it. The principals of these are Hunt, Dunn, and
Smith, Grand Commander, Deputy Grand Commander, and Grand
Secretary of the Order in Missouri, to whose statements frequent
reference has been made. These confessions, though in some degree
guarded and disingenuous, have furnished to the Government much
important information as to the operations of the Order, especially in
Missouri, the affiliation of its leaders with Price, ete. It is to be noted
that Dunn makes the statement, in common with other witnesses that,
in entering the Order, he was quite ignorant of its ultimate purposes.
He says: ‘I did not become a member understandingly; the initiatory
at;%p was taken in the dark, without reflection and without knowl-
edge.”

7. Deserters from our Army who, upon being apprehended, confessed
that théy had been induced and assisted to desert by members of the
Order, It was, indeed, principally from these confessions that the
existence of the secret treasonable organization of the K. G. C. was
first discovered in Indiana, in the year 1862.

8. Writers of anonymous communications, addressed to heads of
departments, or provost marshals, disclosing facts corroborative of other
important statements.

9. The witnesses before the Grand Jury at Indianapolis, in 1863, when
the Order was formally presented as a treasonable organization, and
tlfloIs)%d vghose testimony Ea.s been recently introduced upon the trial
o -

It need only be added that a most satisfactory test of the eredibility and
weight of much of the evidence which has been furnished is afforded by
the printed testimony in regard to the character and intention of the
Order, which is found in its National and State Constitutions and its
Ritual. Indeed, the statements of the various witnesses are but pre-
sentations of the logical and inevitable consequences and results of the
principles therein set forth.

IN conNcLuUDING this Review, it remains only to state that a constant
reference has been made to the elaborate Official Reports, in regard to
the Order, of Bri er-General Carrington, commanding Distriet of
Indiana, and of Colonel Sanderson, Provost Marshal General of the
Department of Missouri. The great mass of the testimony upon the
subject of this Conspiracy has been furnished by these officers, the
latter acting under the orders of Major-General Rosecrans, and the
former co-operating under the instructions of the Secretary of War,
with Major-General Burbridge, commanding District of Kentucky, as
well as with Governor Morton, of Indiana, who, though at one time

atly embarrassed by a Legislature strongly tainted with disloyalty,
in his efforts to repress this domestic Enemy, has at last seen his State
relieved from the danger of a Civil War.

But, although the Treason of the Order has been thoroughly ex-
posed, and although its capacity for fatal mischief has, by means of the
arrest of its leaders, the seizure of its arms, and the other vigorous
means which have been pursued, been seriously impaired, it is still
busied with its plottin against the Government, and with its perfidi-
ous designs in aid of the Southern Rebellion. It is reported to have
recently adopted new signs and pass-words, and its members assert
that foul means will be used to prevent the success of the Administra-
tion at the coming Election, and threaten an extended Revolt in the
event of the re-election of President Lincoln.

In the presence of the Rebellion and of this Secret Order—which is
but its echo and faithful ally—we cannot but be amazed at the utter
and wide spread profligacy, personal and political, which these move-
ments against the Government disclose. The guilty men engaged in
them, after casting aside their allegiance, seem to have trodden under
foot every sentiment of honor and every restraint of law, human and
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divine. Judea produced but one Judas Iscariot, and Rome, from the
sinks of her demoralization produced but one Cataline; and yet, as
events prove, there has arisen together inour Land an entire brood of
such Traitors, all animated by the same parricidal spirit, and all strug-
;i,vjlmg with the same relentless malignity for the dismemberment of our

nion. Of this extraordinary phenomenon—not paralleled, it is be-
lieved, in the World’s history—there can be but one explanation, and
all these blackened and fetid streams of erime may well be traced to
the same common fountain. So fiercely intolerant and imperious was
the temper engendered by Slavery, that when the Southern people, af-
ter having controlled the Nation’s Councils for half a century, were
beaten at an election, their leaders turned upon the Government with
the insolent fury with which they would have drawn their revolvers
on a rebellious Slave in one of their Negro-quarters ; and they have
continued since to prosecute their warfare, amid all the barbarisms
and atrocities naturally and necessarily inspired by the infernal Insti-
tution in whose interests they are sacrificing alike themselves and their
Country. Many of these Conspirators, as is well known, were fed,
clothed, and educated at the expense of the nation, and were loaded
with its honors. at the very moment they struck at its life with the
horrible eriminality of a son stabbing the bosom of his own mother
while impressing kisses on his cheeks. The leaders of the Traitors in
the Loyal States, who so completely fraternize with these Conspirators,
and whose machinations are now unmasked, it is clearly the duty of
the Administration to prosecute and punish, as it is its duty to subju-
gate the Rebels who are openly in arms against the Government. In
the performance of this duty it is entitled to expeet, and will doubtless
receive, the zealous co-operation of true men everywhere, who, in
crushing the truculent foe ambushed in the haunts of this Secret
Order, should rival in courage and faithfulness the soldiers who are so
nobly sustaining our flag on the battle-fields of the South.

Respectfully submitted,
J. HowLr,
Judge Advocate General.




