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WHAT BECAME OF
WILKES BOOTH?

What became of Wilkes Booth, the
murderer of President Linceln? Was
he shot by Boston Corbett in the Vir-
ginia barn to which he had been
tracked after he had fled from Ford's
Theater, Washington, immediately
| following the assassination? If this
*mnn was Wilkes Booth, why was
there so much mystery regarding his

It is hard to believe other-

, yet many statements have been
| made which conflict with the killing
of Booth and . the burning of the
tobacco barn, as given out by the
ment.
of these stories was to the
that Booth had escaped South
{through the country which wo
naurally have been friendly to him,
| and, changing his name, became an
|Eplscop‘—‘l minister. There are those
who knew this southern clergyman,
and who say he bore a striking re-\
semblance to the Booth family; that
|he possessed Wilkes Booth's “ungov-
ernablie temp
|and that he also had
‘and was lame in the
broke his leg when he fell ﬁ‘om
box immediately after he had shot
| President.
1 It is said that this same clergymarn |
had, upon several occasions, hinted

| effect

18
he

being circulated among
Egall(-n, the minister found

able to
ihe\\ spape
| tells lhat the
| was once secretl
|t)\\n by Edwin Bootn ,and that t
| two were closeted in private conve
sation for hours |

that Booth |

| pe through all ¢t
southern states until he reach
| Mexico, being disguised a Confed-
| erate soldier.

for in the

le precaution would- . have |
essary for him to have found
| s convoy to whichever ction lm
| might wish to go. F. W. Bates,
| Tennesse la er, some 3

wrote a book, in which he s

met a man In Texas in 1868 who con- |
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fessed to being Wilkes Booth, and that
this man later killeq himself in Enid,
Oklahoma.,

In 1903, a New Jersey actress af-
firmed that she was the daughter of
Wilkes Booth and that her mother was
a Kentucky woman whom Booth had
married in the early 7( having as-
sumed the name 6f David E. George.
But the most mysterious part of her |
story was that her ‘father sald thag
after his escape he was compelled to

hide for a long period in the Kentucky |

mountains and it would seem that such
a thing would have béen unnecessary.

The story as told of the capture of
Booth was to the effect that the barn
in which he and his companion had
taken shelter was surrounded by thirty
picked cavalrymen, who were
pelled to burn it to get him. This
seems a rather awkward statement

hen considering the fact that thirty

ickeq cavalrymen” were not able to
capture one wounded man. It does
not seem that it would have been such
a difficult task to have surrounded
the barn on all sides and to have
caught the man by making an entry
at different points without any harm
to themselves, desperate as he may
have been.

But the most mysterious part of the
whole procedure seems to have been
as to the disposition made of Booth's

dy, if it was Booth who was killed
in the tobacco barn. It was months

the a ination before anything
nite w d as t6. what was done
vith the body. Then an officer came
Inr\\'uﬂ with the statement that it had
been sunk in the Potomac at night
her men claimed proof that. it “had
been eremated. More
said that the murderer
burieg in a government prison
{ many persons began ldly to assert
| that he *had never en captured or
shot, and that if anvone had - been
killed in the tobacca barn it was more
than likely some skulking tramp,

The government statement was
the effect that after th's body had
been_carried to a inboat
a few ve
it was turned over to the artor, Edwin
who had it interred in
Mount gemetery in Baltimore. In 1903,
one of the pallbearers at the funeral

“The body buried in Green
Mount was not that of Booth. There
two persons who resem-
yed each other less, and I knew Booth
all my life. I saw the body several
times. There is a mvstery somewhere
hetween the assassination of Preside
Lincoln and the drowing of the cur
ain in the life of Wilkes Booth.
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WAS BOOTH
BURIED, A MYSTERY,

Knows, But Who
Celebrates His Golden
Anniversary.
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