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Hcw  Boom.s   BCiDy  was   HDDEN

putiisbed  in

L`HE  COIiuMBIAEr  -  April  1911

ByDr.  a.I.Porter    *

(Burial  of  the Conspirators )

In  about  ten  minutes  more  the  bodies  were  out  don.  placed  in  the  pine  boxes

by a  squad  of  soldior6  and  louer®d  in  the  graves  prepared  f or  them.    It  has  been  Said

and very generally believed  that  the Conspirators were  all,  or very nearly all,  Catholics.

Such  is  rot  the  case.    Of  the  ten,  four were  of  that  faith -lire.  Surratt.  here  Boa.   .

John  H.  Surratt.  Dr.  rind  and monael  O'Iiaughlin.    Payne  was  a  BaptlBt:  Egg±E_end!H9±9Ld

were  Eplscopalife,  as  "8  Hrs.  Surratt  before  her  coRTer8ion;    Atzerodt  claimed  to  be  a

Lutheran  and Amold was  also  a Protestant.

When  the  min part  of  the  old penltentlary building "s  tom dema  in  1867.  the

body  of  Bootb was  removed  from  the  place  in which we  Jrad  secreted  it  to  one  of  the  large

Storehouses  situated  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  arsenal  grounds,  together  with  tfros®  of

the  four who  had  been executed.    €here  it  remained  until  Febmary,  1869,  when President

Johnson  gave  Edrin  Booth pemission  to  remove  it  to  Baltimore,  Hd..  where  it  now  reposes

in  the  Booth  lot  ln  Greenmount  Ceznetery.

After  receiving permi88ion  from  the  President  to  remove  his  brother'8  body,

Edwin  Booth  ordered  a  Baltimore  undertaker.  J.  H.  Weaver,   to  do  the  work.    Mr.  Weaver

called  upon IIarvey &  lfarr,  of Washington,   to  assist  him,  who went  to  the  arsenal  grounds

for  the  remaiae.

Edwin  Booth  accoxpanded  Hessrs.  Weaver  and  Harvey  to  trfe  arB®nal.    W.  R.  Speare,

at  present  an  undertaker  at  640  F.  Street,  then  a  boy.  drove  the. furniture wagon  that

brought  the  remains  of  the  essaesin  to  the  alloy  in  the  rear  of  Ford.8  q]heatre,  almost

to  the  very  door  from which ho  started  on  the  night  of  April  14,  1865.

q}he  waLgon  backed  tap  to  the  door  of  the  stable  that  Booth  had  formerly  used.

gbe  box wag  8onewhat  decayed,  but  the  letterir}g  on  it  wag  legible.    When  the  box  veg  opened
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and  the  body  talton from  the  any  blanket  which  eashroudea  lt,  1t was  Seen  that  four  pears

had  brought  decay.    Dho  Skull  was  dotaohed.  and when  lifted  out,  a  dentist  ldontlfied  his

work,  thus  proving  the  ldentlty of  the  bodybeyond  a  doubt.

Edwin  Booth,  who was  in  the  front  off ice  of  the  theatre,  was  informed  of  th.

1dentiflcation  of  the  remaiae.  expr®s8ed  m8  Batif)faotlon  and  dlr®oted 14r.  Weaver  to  tdko

the  body  to  Baltlmor®.    A  plain  coffin was  taken  out  to  the  stable.   the  remaizis  plaood  in

lt  and  taken  to  Baltimore.

ghe  following  letter  snowB  the  final  diBpo8itlon  of  tn8  body  of  the  assassin

of  Abraham I.1ncolns

''Offic®  of  Supt.   Groezlmount  Cemetery,

Baltlmor®.  Hay  25,   1892.

PLO  re]mirs  of  J.  WllkeB  Booth were  interred  in  this   Cemetery
ln  Bobruary  or March  1869.  being  brought  from Washizigton,I).  C..  by
Jno.  H.  Weaver.  undertaker,  slnoe  deceased.

Alex.  Ru8B®ll,

Porem, n

q!his  copy  of  the  undertak'or's  bill,  together with  the  burial  permit  number.

Should  Bettlo.  for  all  time.  all  controversy as  to  the  final  resting place  of Booth.

''Pemtt  16821,

Baltimore.  Md..   Fob.18.1869.

Mr.   J.H.Weaver  for  J.W.Booth.

For  dlgglng  one  lot  9-10  area
Dogwood     ...„   ............................ $4.00

250  briokB  at  #2.00  per  loo   .......................   6.25
Seven  feet  stone  slab  to  cover  sane,

75c  per  foot .................................   5.63
I)eposlting  in  vatnt  ...............................   5.00
Soooad  bill  June  26.   1869  .........................   5.00

$25.88"


