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Wonder.ful  Experiences  of  an  Undertckor  in  the  Southwest  Who  Embalmed  and  now  Has
the  Body  of  a  Man  Two  Clained  That  h®  Was  John  Wilkes  Booth,   ABsassin  of

Pr.9idend  Abrmhan  Linooln  -  On.  of  the  MOBt  Not`orortfty  Cases  Knoliirn
An  Ethical  Digcu8Bion  of  the  Ceee  and  Many  Interesting  Historical

tllugion8`;-Was  Mummy  Booth  or  Smooth  Impo8tor!-  Int®r®8t  National
in  Eatont  -  By  W.  8.  Penninan,   Copyright,   1909.

On  the  thirteondh  day  of  January,1903,  there  di.d  in  the  City  of  Enid,   Okla.,  a
man  who  claimed  to  b.  John  Wilkos  Booth,   the  agsa8sin  of  Pre8id®nt  Lincoln.   Six  weeks
b®for.  his  death  h®  regi8terod  at  the  Grand  Avenue  Hotel,   at  Enid,   aB  David  E.  George.
EI  R®no,   Okl&.,   and  was  &6signod  to  room  No.   4,   where  he  died.     He  was  taken  in  oharg®
by  Undortcker.  W.   8.   P®miman,   at  who9®  ®9tchliehm®nt  th.  body  was   embalmed  and  pr®gerv.d.

Deeith  occur.a  chout  10:30  or  11  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  was  plchnly  a  cae®  of
gulcid®.     Several  days  prior  to  his  death  the  man  had  purchased  8trychain.  &t  the  dz.ug
8toro,  with  the  Comment,   that  h®  mag  going  to  pol8£n 'a  doe.    .On  the  day  of  his  a.eith  h.
appear.d  &8  uBu&l  iz}  the  offlc.  of  the  hotel  whore  h®  lived  and,   after  breakfast,  went
out   for  a  weilk.    R®turming  about  9  A.M.,   h.  rotir®d  to  his  room  with  in8tructlon8  to  call
him  for  dinn®z'  in  case  h.  fail.d  to  come  down.     In  a  Bhort  tim.  his  agonlz®d  cries  called
attention  to  hl8  room  and  another  guest  at  the  hotel  ef f®ctod  an  .ntrunc®  and  found  him
ln  the  throes   of  death.     On  th.  dres8®r,   near  &t  hand,  was  the  box  of  poison  half  onptied.

In    the  course  of  half  eel  hour  the  body  wag  in  th.  h&ndB  of  the  und®rtak®r.   At   flr8t
he  w8s  r®gardod  aB  eL  common  poup®r  subject.     In  the  pock.t8  were  a  for  coppor8  and  po3tag®
8taxp,  while  no  v.lu&bl®8  of  any  d.ecription w.a.  found  among  the  Off.ot8.

No  onbalming  wag  attcapt®d  until  1&t.  in  th.  eLft®rnoon.     About  2:30  or  3  o'clook.
bu!in®Bg  b.ing  quick,  Mr.  P.nrfuan  rtieed  the  right  carotid  and  introduced  a  tube.    This
was  done  more  to  ko®p   familiar  with  th.  anatomy  of  this  part  of  the  body  thin  with  the
id.a  of  pree.rving  or  di8inf®cting  it.    In th. m®&ntin.  the  ®venlng  paper.  chroricled  th.
d.ash  of    David  I.  a.org®.   and  the  item  f®ll  under.  the  notic.  of  Mrs.  E.  a.  Harpor,  vhf.
of the  Mothodl8t  mini8t®r  of  Erid.     She  had  known  David  E.  G.org®  at  EI  R.no,   Okla.,
b®for®  her marri&g®  and  before  her  removal  to  Enid.     George  boarded  with  .  family  nan.d
Sinmone  end  Hr'g.   Haxp®r  chum.d  with  th.  Sifmone  girl.     G.org.  wag  a  moody  nerL  who  would
81t  at  night  und.r  the  tre®8  in  th.  yard  intoning  a mournful  melody  that  &nnoy®d  th.
household.     HIB  various  moods  would  lead  him  into  may  melancholy  rights  and  many  days  of
solonn  Soliloquy.     In  one  of  tb®B®  fits  h.  took  &n  ov®rdo8®  of  chlor.al,   and  wh.n  h.  thought
h®  wag  dying  h®  called  Mrs.  Harpor  to  hie  b®dgid®  and  told  h.r  h®  had  kill.d  th.  great.st
"n th.i  .ver  liv.d.    Then  asking  for p.ncil  and  paper  h. "ot®  the  n".8:

"Abrthan  nnooln,  Joha  Wilk.a  Booth."
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th.  articl.  8h®  had  just  road,  in  order  to  identify  it,  if possibl.,  a8  th. body  of th.

man,  who  thr®®  years  befoz.®,   had  conf®98ed  to  her'  .t  EI  Reno,   that  h®  "8  th.  &8s&e8in
of  the  WfLr  Proeld.nd.

Mr.  H&rper  ont.red  th. morgue  with  no  little  trepidation.    All  of  th.  ourroundinge
were  gtr&ng®  and  unfamiliar.    The  reverend  gentlen&n  was  ill  a,i  ®a,ge  and  unconforttbl®.
The  oub&1ming  w&8  not   finished  and,   owing to  th.  f.ct  that  th.  op®rction  wog  being  done
for  th.  pur.poe.  of  r.Search  and  education,  the  operator  had  not  taken  the  customary
pr®c.ution8  to  keep  thingg  cl.aLn  and  8ightly,   8o  that  it utuld  not  bo  Surprising  lf
Mr.  H&rp®r  wac   filled  with  a  d®sir.  to  dl8ch8rg.  his  errand  and  esc&p.  to  the  mop.
cong.nial  atmosph.r.  of  his  ham..     And  Bo,   hitching  from  on.  foot  to  th.  other,  h®
8t®pp.d  back  a  pace  or  two  and  with  finger  poi!®d  end  pointing  &t  the  enbdr®r,   h.  eaid
in  ton.a  of  d®op   emotion:
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"Young  men,   do  you  know  whom  you  are  working  on?"     I.No,   Sir,"  replied  Mr.  Penniman.

''You  are  working  upon  the  body  of  Joha  Wilkes  Booth,"  declared  Mr.  Harper.  That
being  the  case,"  replied  Mr.  Permiman,"I  believe  I  will  embalm  him  and  keep  him."

And  the  body  ig  today  in  a  perfect  state  of  preserv8Ltion  and  i8  visited  by  hundreds
of  sightseers  every  year.       The  next  day  Mrg.  Harper  visited  the  morgue,   accoinpanied  by
her  husband  and  coxpleted  t'no  identifica;tion.

The  news  of  this  Strange  occurrence  spread  through  the  city  and  outlying  diBtricto,
and  the  people  began  to  demand  adrittance,  wher'ein  was  ralBed  a  nice  question  of  propriety.
Those  asking  for  edmig8ion  were  not  connected  with  the  deceased  and  inasmch  a8  the  body
had  been  identified,  they  were moved  entirely  by  curiosity,   which  rightfully  Should
deprive  them  of  the    privilege  they  Sought.     But  they  congregated  in  such  number.g  and
their  clanoring8  were  go  in8ister[t  that  to  refuse  thou was  impossible.     For  almost  two
weeks  excitement  ran  high,   and  in  that  time  it  is  Safe  to  8ay  that  ten  thousand  people
saw  the  body  of  the  alleged  assassin.       The  country  people drove  for  miles  in  order'  to
look,   and  the  School  children  cane  at  the  clo8o  of  the  School  session  in  charge  of  their
teachers  with  histories  and  other publications  that  they might  pursue  intelligent
investigation  of  the  case.      There  was  no  time  in the  first  ten  days  that  the  little  room
was  cleared.       Almost  everyone  wanted  a  9ouvenir`,   and  were  it  not  that  Mr.  Pemiman
had  provided  adequate  protection,   the  most  rna.11ciou8  depradatione  would  have  been
committed.         In  speaking  of  the  case,  Mr.  Penniman  Said,   that  there  was  no  doubt  but
that  Booth  had  changed  collar  buttons   fifty  times  or  more  with  Some  person  who  wanted
a  keep  sake.

By  this  time  the  Story  had  gained  flaLvor,   and  widespread  attention  from  the  pre88
and  finaLlly  cane  to  the  attention  of  Mr.   Finds  L.  Bates  at  his  home  in  Menphi8,   Tenn.
Upon  reading  it  he  at  once    wired  to  know  if  the  body  was  gtlll  unburied  and  Stated
that  if it  was  he was  in  a position to  give it  the  right  identity.

This  8tariling  intelligence  Cane as  a  thunderbolt  out  of a  clear  sky.    All  the
excitenent  up  to  this  time  had  emnated  from  the  Statement  of  a  citizen  of  the  City,
and  Mr.  Pormiman  gay8  he  had  not  a[ttemped  to  chec}[  it  for  the  reason  that  he  rogard®d
lt  ae  cheap  edverti8i-ng.     But  the  telegram  from Mexphis  put  a  new  phase  on  the  case,  and
at  this  Stage  of  the matter  it  could  not  be  disregarded.     For  fear,   however,  that
Mr.  Bate8  was  an  irrational  Southerner  in  Search  of  notoriety,  an  adventurer  or  a
profe^8si-anal  in8uranoo  8windler,   or  Bone  other  kind  of  a  grafter  who  mistook  the  wide-
Spread  publication  of  the  Booth  Story  for  an  opporturdty  to  get  in  his  graft,  the  body
was  thoroughly  anointed  with  vaseline,  wrapped  in  cotton  and  bandaged  and  hidden  eiway.

In  due  time,  Mr.  Bates  arrived  laden with  books,  letter.8,  nev8paper8  clippings,
rna,gazino  articles,  pictures,   photogr.aphs find  no   end  of  data  upon which  to  base  his  claim
that  the  dead  "n  was  none  other  then  the  arch  villain  Booth.    Instead  of  being  an  un-
r.econ®t]ructed  Southorner',  bubbling  over  wit'n  war  time  prejudice  and  hattred,   he  proved  to
be  a  dignified,   r®fin®d  and  elegant  gentlenan,   educated  and  beyond  suspicion.     Before  he
wag  admitted  to  view  the  remains  he  extended  to  Mr.  Penniman  the  privilege  of  examining
his  proofs,   the  genuine  char.actor  of  which  could  not  be  questioned,   and  this  con8umed  the
entire  afternoon  and   evening  of  the  day  on  which  he  arrived  in  Enid.    The  next  morning  he
cane  to  the  morgue.     The  body  was  unorapped  and  placed  in  a  crepe  casket   for  the  occasion,
and  Mr.   Bates  uns  permit-bod  to  view  it.     His  exclamation,   as  he  Stopped  away  from  the  casket
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and  wiped  his  eyes,   wag:   ''Th&t  i.  try  friend  -that  i8  John  Wilke8  Booth."

Re&1lzing  the  impori&nce  of  p®rmnt6ntly  preBerving  the  body,   Mr.  Pennlmun  thca
caused  both  femoral9  to  be  raised  and  injected  both  ways  with  I  fluid  Bomerwhat
8tr®ngthened  by  the  a,ddition  of  chout  two  ounces  of  forty  percent   formaldehyde  end
the  effect  was  far  from  8lti8f&ctory.    The    toxic  effect  of  this  treatment  hastened
deBsic&tion  and  within  a  few-weeks  the  akin  had  the  dr'awn  end  tanned  look  of  an  old
mummy.     When  this  operation  was  performed  there  was  positively  no  occasion  for  lt.as
there  veg  no  chgh  of  fermentation  or  discoloration.    Thi8  also, .can  be  truly  8&id  of
the  cavity  work,  which  was  done  by  a  traveling  repregend9.tive  of  the  fluid  p®oplo  who
"de  the  compound  with  which  the  body  veg  embalmed,   in  order  that  ho  might  bo  able  to
Say  that  he  had  had  a  hand  in  the  work,   and   for  no  other  reason.    To  the  best
recollection  of  the  writer,  this  ha;ppenod  several  weeks  after  the  man  died.

In  the  spring  following  the  first  vigit  of  Mr.  Bates,  to  Enid,  he  retur'nod  with
intention  of  boglnning  a  lecture  tour  in  theit  city.    The  opera  house  was  engnged  for
two  nights,   and  Mr.  B.tee  announced  himself  .8  being  prepared  to  further  enlighten  the
people  on  the  oscap®  and  suicide  of  John  Wilkes  Booth.     The  night  of  his  first  lecture
the  building  was  well  filled,   end  Mr.  Bates  proved  himself  equal  to  the  emergency.
However,  hig  arraigrment  of  those  high    in  official  life  at  Washington  at  the  time  of
the  a89assin&tion,  was  badly  rec©1ved  by  the  old  soldiers,   and    Mr.  Bates  was  warned
not  to  deliver  his  lecture  in Enid  again.    Their  attitude  bode  ill  to  the  lecturer  and
ho  decided  to  bid  hi.8  time.       So  Severe  was  their  criticism  of  the  nan  and  his  subject,
the;t  he  was  told  that  they  would  not  promise  but  what  violence  would  be  done  him  if  he
attenpted  agchn  to  deliver  his  lecture  before  an  Enid  audience.

As  a  con3Qquence  of  the  Second  treatment,  the  body  took  on  extreme  rigidity  and
was  posed  for'  the  photographer.     Several  negatives  wel.e-made  with  the  body  in  a  Standing
position,  but  wer.e  not  so  good  a8  the  one  shown  in  this  article,  which  was  taken  under
extreme  difficultiea  on  account  of the  pose,  the  feet  having  to  be wired  to  the  chair-
1egs  to  keep  then  in  position.     At  the  present  tine  the  body  8tand8  upon  its  owri  feet
in  a  rough  box,   which  has  been  propaLr.ed   for  it  by  ha.ving  the  cover  cut  and  hinged  in
order  to  be  acces8iblo.     On  strictly  ethical  grounds,   however,  Mr..  Pennirmn  has    always
steadfastly  refugod  to  open  the  box  for  those  who  de8irod.to  look,   &s  he  does  not  want
aLny  One  to  be  chle  to   gay  that  Mr.  Penriiman  showed  him  the  body.     He  has   always  boon
coneiBtent  in  his  reluctance  to  aver  the,t  this  i3  the  body  of  John Wilke8  Booth.    Then
asked  what  he  thinks  about  it,  he  almost  invarichly  refers  the  inquirer  to  Hr.  Bates  -
or  ®ay8  he  does  not  know.     A  favorite  expression  is,   "  I  don't  know,  it  may  be  Robin8on
Cru8oe  for  &111  know."    This  he  deens  to  be  the  viseBt  course,   for  the  reason  that  at
Bone  future  time  it  may  be  identlfled  ae  oome  one  else,  whose  rela,tives  might  bo  texpted
to  make  trouble  because  the  body  had  been  kept  above  ground,  where  it  was  accessible  to
the  public.

It  ooldom .happens  that  a  dead  bo.dy  i8  not  claimed  by  some  one  and  a  decent  burial
provided,     E8pecigL11y  is  thi8  true  when  the  death  becone8,   a8  in  this  case,   a  national    .
incident  and  ig  mentioned  in  a]mogt  every  paper  in  the  country  on  account  of  Some
estraordinar.y  feature.    Mr.  Pennimeri  conducts  a  largo  and  profitable  business,   erid  for
mgmy  years  did  the  county  work  for  his  corminity.     His  experiences  in  other  cases  h©.ve
by  no  means  been  unique.     A  little  ef fort  ha.8  almost  &lwayB  resulted  in  finding  loving
relatives  or  fr.ionds  who  cane  fomrard  to  perfom  the  last  offices  of  e.ffection  fort    the
unfortunate  creatures  who  had  fallen  into  his  hands.    No  matter`  how  low  in  the  Scale  of
morchs  a  man may  have  descended,  if  there  is  a,nything  chout  his  death  to  attr.act  attentiop,
1t  is  a  safe  guess  that  the  fact    will  res,ch  his  family  and  his  remins  rill  receive  their
tender  mini8tretionB.    No  such  thing  happened  in  this  case.    But  when  it  is  remenb©red
that  all  of  the  Booths  are  dead,   excepting  Junius  Br.utu8  Booth,   the  younge*,  Who 'W6ti|d
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be  only  a  Beoond  cousin  to  John  Wilke8,  the natter  ls  not  8o  8urpri3ing.     Still
JuniuB  BrutuB  Booth,  in  an  interview  with  Mr.  Bates,   Bald  that  he  knew  that  hi!
father.  had  died  with  a  Secret  in  his    heart  which  ho  had  not  divulged,  and  after
carefully  li8tering  to  Mr.  Bates,   gave  him  power  of  attorney  to  .protect  the  Booth
interegtg  in  this  case.

Curio  hunter'8  and  "geum  people  have  made  may  overtures  for  the  body.  The
demand  for  him  hag  n6t  grown  less  with  age.     All  kinds  of  propositions  have  been
made  and  refused.       Show  people  have  offered  to  lease  him,   play  him  on  a  r'o*alty
or  buy  him  outright.     One  tnan  offered  a  thousand  dollars  for  him,  laying  the  money
on  the  desk,  if  Mr.  P®nninan  would  vacate  the  building  for  fifteen mirmtes.     In
that  time  he    thought  he  would  have  a  fchr  chance  to  get  away  with  the  body.  But
the  invariable  answer  has  been  a    po8itivo  negation.    Mr.  PenrLiman  Bays  that  h®  i8
not  trafficking  in  human bodleg,   dead  or  alive,   and  is  not.1n  the  "seum  bu8inesB.

E:n::::I:a:r::::::a:Ot:n:#o:n#er::i:n:::mb::g:::£i#t:reniie;t::i:::a:e£:::ef±=Ly
ln  the`9triot  enforcement  of  the  moral  code,  a better`  grip  upon  the  ethio8  and  a
desire  to  be  more  pro.fe8g.iona| than  cormeroial.     Strict  watch  has  been  con8tandly
kept  upon  it,   nevertheless,   for  fear  Some  accident  might  befall.     In  thi8  connectim
it  might  not  be  amiss  to  Btato,  the;t  on  April  28,   1B.st  Mr.  Pennimen  received   from
Mr.   Bates  the  following  telegram:

"W.  8.  Peuninan,   Enid,   Okla.
"Washington  tip  says  guard  body  closely  fr.om  fire  and  theft.

F.   I,.  Bates,''

Unfortunately,  Mrs.   Harper  had  lost  the  Scrap  of  paper  on  which  George  had
written  what  purported  to  be  his  confession,  but  what  she  lacked,  Mr.  Bates  was
fully  able  to  supply.


