
•      ILINCOLN DEATHBED-

S€[NE  RE€ALIED

.James  Tanner,  Who

:ed     Notes     Near     Martyr's

Chamber,.Tells  of  Trag?dy.

"Th"urgco=e`;ti};4cr;'ssoi
tl`e  pul`eless  hai`ds  across  the  motioll-
1ess  breast  and  rose  to  his  feet.•.Rev. Dr. Gurley stepped foru'ard and.
Ilrtli`g   his   hands.   began:   .Our   Failier
and Our God~'
.n.;Mybr%ek';?``a¥intt,T.ugwni,a,¥tc?,::
pra`.er-a  prn`.er  u'hlch  \`.as  interruptf`d
only    b.v    the    sobs    of   Stanton   as   he
buried  his  face  ln  t,he  bedcloth.s." .Th`\.   u'lll   be  done`   tn   subdued   a``d

tremulous   tones   floated   through   lhat
littlii   ch.imbci..•.Mr.    Stanton    raised    his   hc`ad.   the
teal.s   stre.minq   dou.n    his    cheeks.   .s
he  sobbed  out  tl`e  u.ords.  .He  belol`gs  to
the   ages   novi..' "

S``ich  is  the  v`.ord  pict.urc  of  tl]e   final
•c.ne  at  the  deathbed of  .`br8l`am  I.m-
cotn   as  gi\.en   b}.   one   of   the   last  i``'e-
u'ltnesses  to  sui.\'l`'c-a  .`.oiing  War  De-
partment   clerk.   u.Ilo    l`ad    be.n    8\im-
moned   hastllv   from   the  i`c`xt  house   to
take   shortl`and   notes   of   the   ``..ords   ol
the  ``.lti`esses  brought  b.fore  Secretar!'
Stanton  as  he  orgaiiized  the  hunt  1(jr
the  assassin.

I.`rl.nd   Rc`..ale   C®|}y.
James  Tanner.   for  many   )'.arL`   peg-

lster  of  u'ills  t]f  the  DIFtrict  of  Colum-
bia.   \\.l'ot.   riut   a»   .1cc(7unt   of   ``.hat   h.
•au.  and  heard  in  tl`e  ho`lse  that  nl3ht
that  [lii.(]u.s  n`\`ch   it{]\\.  light  on  tl`i.i  `m-
I)ortant    ll`cld.t`t    in    Am{`rican    h!``tor`'.
Some   timt.    befor`(.    his   do:ith    l`i.`t   ,\.e:Lr
hc   prcs`.iittid   a   t.\'f)c\\rlLt{`n   cop}'   or   lii`
ec.oui`t   to  a   I..rsonal  friend.   u.ho  has

g't:a,:a:'.`',`ai``:s'`|:n#,.o"'nTi,e.i,`at,n,ln.i
lt  Dr®`.il)`islv  has  b¢c.n  I.ublishnd.

.14r.  'mnner.s  account apprrars to  set-
tle   .n   issue   of   fact   o`'er   v`.hich   there
has   tpeli   much   debate-\\.hr`h.r   Vlce
President  Johnson   was   at  tl`e   b.d.`idi`
at  an}r  time  during  the  nrtyht.  He  stet€s
possi«vcl}.   that   Mr.   Johiison   u..`s   not
present.  and  that  tl)c  place  at  the  foot
of  th.  bed  u.hero  he  is  reprecei`ted  to
hat.c  been  sll`ing   u.`s  occupied  by  Mr.
Stan'on.

Mr.  Tann.r.s  mat`\isci'ipt   follti\\'s:

The   Passlng   of   <`braliam   Lino®ln.
I

"Among  all  tl`i` char``t`t.rs   u.ho  looin-
•d   l{`rgi`   in   the  publlc   mlnd   from   1861
to   1865.  om   c.me  to   stand   aiiart   aTid
alone   in   `uprcmac.}',   f`I`all}'   re'ngnlzed

3t,I:`°osttTan+¥,°`[iL}in#£et#°rL!rs°#rL,#
ot   n`any   }.ears   to   enable   us   to   get   a
corTcci   `.te*.   of   the   glt.atncss   o(   m`
charact.r.  hLs  tranaeendi.]it  llittllectual
endow.in.nt.   the   ultcr   u."mihness   of
l`is   purpose.    his   ab6oliitc   dfi`.t]tioti   to
the   liiteres:a  ol  the   Na{ioi`   v`hich  had

!i::ail;£o,¥,t,g:`ifrao:gi!|b,£n`e!ip:::::,Q!:Va#
Since  tl]e  Sa\.ior  of  ma!ikind  passed  the
night   !»   tl`/`   r,.ii.`i{in   of  G.tliscmati...

I   found   nn   alli`ost   solid   mas:`:   ol   l`u:  :
inanity    blocklnL'     (li.    stret.t    ^1`d     ll`t.I

"oui'    P,``ttL)le    ]`n\.i`    `l`(`\`.t`    it`    a    tli{i`i-

•and   \\a}..`   and   |}articul.`rl}.   in   l`i``   r.``-
cent    ctii`lc`i`i`i.`l.    Il`al    e`.e`.`.    atoin    r.-

i:t£# #te::::  ]&i:d°fcot}?ir,?`!,?`',?  *`T€=!s|
to  th.in.  and  b..a`i`ve  of   this  and   be-

;3rus:f°,fh:hen,i:,C`s!t`,::![o{".tnfensa#r:£;
tt.aged.`'  o!  tli:`t  tin`.  on  the  in(.riiing  of
April   ]5.   186i-..   I   pen   these   lln.s,

"At   tlmt   :in`.   I   \`.as   an   .n`i)lt:'`e   of
thf'   Ordnancf.   Bi`ii.ea`i   of   th.   War   I)a-
part`m.lit   ai`d   h:`d   some   ablu(y   us   a
shortlmnd       \\.rltc`r.     Th{.       latt``r      fact
brought   )i`.a   uitliin   to`icli   of  tl`t`   e\'.i`ts
of   that   nur\`l   tiiglit.     I   had   f!tine   u.l`h
a    frlend    t{)    \\.iti`i`sLs    tlle    perf`)rmapct`
that      e`.e``ing      nt      Cir`t`...s      Th`.Qt.r.
`.ht.re    now.   `f`tand*    tl`t.    Neu'    Nut`onal.
Soon   arttir   1o   o.{`lock   a   mf`I`   I.`isl`t.a   ill
from    the    l`.bb\.    .ii`d   ci.it.tl   ti`it,     Pt`rsl-
dat`t    I,ii`t't):I`    ha``    b.t'ii    ``Ii`)t    li`    i..ol.a.S•I'hcit.r.`     Tl`rrt`     \`.;`s    .    gi.t`&`     conf`i-

::;,Inn:a:oo,t`,t,;,jru,`eo;st:.tgoL,:t`o:::dfr,;t,.,a
o`t(.   .It`s   a    ruse   of    the   I)I.kpork.ts:
look   out.'     Almost    f.`'.r}'bod}'   r.Sum.d
hls   seat.   but   allt`oQt   lmm.d!at.ly   on.
of   the   cast.   `tfpped   out   on   tl`e  rt.ge
and  s`iid.   .Tl`e  .cad   neu.8  i8   too  true.-
the   audience   u.Ill   dtsp.rsi`..

Stow.ard   R.iiort.d   Rllled.
•.M}'     fric`nd    ,`nd    in.\.st`l[    {`ritsLsed     to

Willard.s    Hotel    :ind    tl`ol.a    ucrt`    told
tl`at  Si`cretati.  St.\\`ard  had  been  kllled.
M.n.s   faces   b!:`nched   as   tlie}.   ot   /.iici.
a`skpd`   .Wl`at   in.``.``   of   Slnnton?     HAY.
they  got  him  too.."     Tlii`  u`lldest  rum[}r8
soon  nlled  the  air.•.I   had   rooms   a(    the   tim.   ln   the
ho`jse    8djoi!ilng    the    Pi`t.rson     Ht)`is..
into  ".hlcl`  tl`o  F>re,`,ltl.nt  h.id  bo.n  car-
rlcd.     Hastenll.ig   do\\.n  to  Tenth  strtt.

ct.ou'd   col`stantly   .nht.F]i`g.     A   .`l!t`nc.
that    u.as   i`pp.`llli`g    pi.t.\.ailt`d.      Iii:I.msl   I
centcred  oi`  :`1]   u.Ilo  .ntei.cd  or  emt`rged
from  the  Pett`rsttn  Htt`Ise  and  all  ut  the
]attar  v,.crt.  clort`l}.  q`it.s(ionrd  ns   ti.  tl`.
•trickan      Prf`sldent.s     {`oiidl`io)`.     +`T(im
tl`e   nrst  the  ansu.crs  u.Ore  un\'aryiiig---
that  there  `\.a`  i`o  hope.•.A   riiillt:ir}'   guard    hod   bc.n   I)la..a
ln   fi.ont   .if   th{i   ho`isc   ai`d   thosi.   ad-

iip:`:nf=.:xi;t:i::pr;:,'i:,i,!t':.¥S,.i.,:#[:ii-ii
There   was   a   balcony   la   froi`t   and   I
found     m}.     rooms    and    the    l].`lcon}'

i*sprH?,!roTe`°a`sh:£%ur#*:ar°t`.`|`£
disma.v  on  i``(`r.\.  a(i`Ii`t.imiicr      ``.e  had
Just    abou:    a    `i..ek    ur   l`im`ilt`ioii.`   I()}'
o`.er    th.    dtivi.iirall    of    Rlchmoiid    alid
the   collapst.   til   th.   Coiiled.rac}..   and
nc`w   ln   nn   li``tflnt   :`11   thi.I   uTis`-cTi`;;ni-t:a.)
to  the  de.ri{`st   ``or  by   tli.`   loll-;-d`6-t-`o`i
the   co\`.ardl.`.   asLs`a.``il`.

I.It   `'as   nt.orl.\'   mldiiighL   t\hu]   Maj

Fh.en.pctt`e]#rncf[T,`uC.qu°uatn3'`rd|.tis:I,or;Plc:;
`'&S   any   .,i`e   in   tl`f.   cro`.a   ``.ho   t`oiild
a.rlte    shoi.thaiid.      There    u.as    i`o    rt`-
Sponse   {i.om   tlie   slr..t.   b`it  ol`c   tif   mv
friends  oi`  the  bnlcon}'  ttild   tlip  g.i`cral
th.r.    u.as    .`    `.I)uiig    man    in.`l(le    `l.ho
c`ould   s.r\.t.    hliii.    uh.re`ipon    the   gpn-
•ral   told   him   l'i   a`k   ilit'   tti  oot.'..  dhv.ii
as   the.v   liet`d.d   in.`.     Stt   lt   i.-Ls-`tti-at  ii
Came   li`t.7   Close   tt]`It.h   u.llli   tlic   iran..
al`d   .`.i`Iits   ..,uri..iLiiidlliw   lli.`   rlii:`l   hour.
of   ^br&h.in`    L!iicti!ii'.`    l}!t..

H.are  ,"r..  I.In.oul`s  8.tNl    '

a;.n:nL.I,gT,gr  td],,,;„:`t,,`;;sc:  £a,I:,caoym{,:,,t,,., g

;:;::::.::i:-i:-i:;:-::-i::::i:I-::iii:
J|.     Hill    n',d    ml'`\.    ''''1®,t:-      ..

`\.i

•... 1``..<.ik     lii.\'     s.`i\t     oi`     `ti`t.     sldi`     ol     f`

small   libm`..\.   table   oi)i>o!sltt`   Mr.   Stt`n-
tt`n.    ".ltli    JiidKt`    Cartt``r    nt    lh.    i`i`d
`'nrious   \\.lti`t`s.```s   u.t`i.t`   I.I.`.\i*t`t    lti   `\I``i
]ii`d   either   b..vm   lu   I.`ord.a   'l`h.olfr   or
`ip  in  the  \'k`Lt`lt`.  of  Mr.  Se`'.rd`.  resl-
dt`nce.    ^ti)oh=  llrm  \`'.r.  Ilerr}.  lli``.k.
`.Ilo   had    Lp'``.-.   ^s.   Ttcnchard   th.l
r`lgl`t     ln      tl\{.     I.ln`'.       .our     ^n`t`rlt`An
Co\i`sln':      All.I.t`d    C`l`)iigl`l}'.    Col.    a.     V.
Riitherford  ot`d  ot]`t`i.s.    ^s  I  tcok  diiu.ti
the  slat.]i`.Iits  tl`.}'  mod`.  \\.a  u`t.r.  dls-
trncted  b}.  the  di.`tr.se  of  MrL  u`ciiin,
Jtirc:#:u§*nt,I:Cu.{`°nr#L*rRri:#.tt
•orrt}w  `.tis  dlstrt.ssliigl}'  .udlbl.  to  u``.•'Shc  u'as  ac.ompnitled  by  Mls3  HAT-
TIS  of  N.w  `'oT'k.  u.l`o,  `.lth  h.r  f`a]`i`.,
Maj.   Rn`liboi`..   had   gor)a   to   the  t]i.-
al.r  `.lth  tt`®  Prt`sld.t`t  end  hlrs.   uli-
(``iln.      B.rott`.    It`    lil.   r`ish   `lit-o\i[h   `ht'
bt`x-aft`r    flrli`g    tl`e    lnml    shot.    Iud
]ut`f:.d,Lt   M:`.I.  Fintiibot`.  v`.ith  i`ii  dl«-`f'?.I a.nd  vi.o`iiided  hlm  ln  the  .rm F\lltht

ln    tl`e    ]iL`tut.ull}.    li```.iisc    .xclt.
in.I`t  ovrr  tti.  ftmldrt`t.i  .()``dl`lon.   It
i.`   probat.lf`    tlif`t    M.`j.    Ratliboi`c    I`lm-
•elf  did  itot  r`.All-  that  h.  wa. vrou``d-`.d    until    Altor    he    had    be``i`    tn    11`.

I:di3nt:]j3.iou£&`'E.:,

x.,:,t`. °|l,l`?,.;`,I,:.g n(.t..t I,,::`r,',ka.£n:aTr,.`.tt  |}
tli:`r.    `.ae    .ii`.    .I`anc.    ol    1111.        H.
`indlr`ltxrd   Atitl   I   sour   .   chol[.   in   hlt

`Akm  to  l`ls  ®pertm.ntA.     H.  ^i`d   !.(I.``
I i?.Iir`::.,s`;'g`FT:r,.I,`,t`'.y ,g:a:,r,:``,`t`#}  g|`.,`   bi

tl`ot.   `.ho   h.a   b..n   tn   r`erd..`  Th.-
•ttr  that  nlfht  lh.re  `'ae  Aii  ui`d.rt"i{.
t`f  horror  ` hlcb  licld  tJie  u.lmt```wS b.t.k
from  txtsltlvrlr  ld.ntlfyliu;  the  . ;``.:#111

!coftc*{ii`;,:i!r:#¥|,gHi*h{,S;&ii§
a.`„b°u:.'`:`j8":'J.:}.w```,'f#`u.p:;h3fu`j`p`#„m„`

ttmes   d`ir`nf    (li.   t`Ight,   q.in.`llm   i    D`.

8:lax,'`'t',;n  `i',:„ .?,:?T#tf,`r`,..'n  b`:.',,,£e:::uj:

l`#:`,:```i:iL'o\i:utini`,:;`#:`g'i:t"`!glj:|aa„¥,:
P.)lomn.   from   th.   .'il.`.   do``i`.I   `.a.I   hl`
rrLxiat.a   dlr.clloii.      H`.   v`.Ill   try   to   ert

i;J::Ll,a;:I,'!`Ei:dis.#j`.`:`;`m£:,?,.:,ri..#i:
ci,.is:::`,;.?I,##lpELi.  :tL„`„'  ic„  "

:#"'aTTh.On.t.ndono?RThdant:.#':'ri:
•qusoE;`.rfu';„i#r.dvThd`#..o#,`
"mnds   {)I   Atool`it.   d[.nrc    u.l`t`»   `..

#`isin£.?,7 ,h:L'di.I,I:8 A::   `:Lcff,:

;§,:`°5|,}}:;,,{r:§`p::rt:t:[H::;i::I;,k;:.i,:Sl'#,§tphij

;ELifit'.urlf,!,,.Ri,:i:\ys:I::,#j#'n,,.fj,,'#j
i ;`ua!};  i'`',¥:I 'akb`;:'k*&`„ he  u^.I  a.n8.r.

Joli.coti  h.a(  Ptco.n..
•.I)\irli`g   lbe   nl.lit   (hrr.   com.   ln.   I

thJn[.  ato`]`  .v..)/  I-.Ii  `11.»  of  I).a.nl.
in'rice   11.  o`ir  n.tlon-il   111.    vi.ho  *.t
th.. C.p!`Al  .t  lh.  tim.   and  who
ho[tai '.-the  trAird}:''-A-ira, -i

#aF,i-:grd.&a#F,diLREaeff.d?#r::.i.
|.n.nnuuln.~^sijij;I.n-I-deiii'ch-rlco---ri;ia
#::+0#:.crfui,¥,I.:yrid8.#bft=
;'±dLu^r.u,Fu:+:beho`'&#h`iLFTLrty#
bo.I   ®f   tt.eb   b-   Vlee   Pp±!±±r``
`I`dr.vi' Johtiron a..`.a ln . .h.lr ne.r

i     .,re   llti]t  ol-tl--bra-an---tfi.-I.it-ii-di-.



Mr.   Jc>hn.`on   "'as   not   in   the   house   at!
1  all.   tiut  ln  his  rcoins  in   the   Klrkwood

!oHr°u,the:   test,in,,,ty   I   at   once   b.Ban   t°
"With   the   completion   or   the   taking

I i:f`'g`acar:i:    mt`:.,.`;`°:i k:I:a son°te.nsga:n.td:

#,I:.SLtE:r£!as],`:.uyp%rth¥rh¥srindLin#iE
side.     'Ilie   door   I.adlng   into   the  hall-
ua}'  from  the  room  wher.ln   I  s.t  Was
(jpi'n   and   I   had   a  plain   \.ieu.   cif   (hem
as    the.`'   sto..l`\.    pas``ed.      Mrs.    Lincoln
u'a3  not  at   the  bedside  when  her   hus-
bano     breathed     hi.i    la.qt.       Inde.a.     I
thiul[    lt   `'as   noarl.`'   tJ   not   qLilte   two
hours   beroi.a   the   Cnd    u.ben   she   paid
her  laec  \'isit  to  the  death  .h.mber.  and
u'hen  she   passed  our  door  on   h.T  ro-
turn,  She  cried  otit.     Oh!   my  God  and
tu'..e  I  gl`'en  m}'  hu.`bend  to  die!.I.I    ha\.a    u.itnessed    and    cxperif.need

much  i]h}'slca`  ngonv  on  battl.t`.ld  and
ln   ho.iiiital.   but   of   lt   a)I     ntj(tiinq   sunk
deeper  ill   in.\`   memrir}.   than   that  moan
of  a  breaking   heart.

``.I.n.ss.d  Last  S..n.a.
I.I   finlshcd   tramct.ibing   my   tiritps   at

6:45   ln   the   morning   and   I)assed   back
into  the  room  whei.i.  the  President  lay.
Th.re   were   goth.red   all   thane   ".hose
nanics    I    ha\.a    mentloned    and    many
others.  about   :0   or  25   ln   all.   I  sho`ild
.iudRe,     The   b.d   had   been   pull.d   out
rrt)in    the    corner    and    o\`.ing    to    th.
slatiLre   tif   Mr.   Lint`oli`.   he   lay   diagon-
all.\'  on   Ills   back.     rle   had   been   `Ltterly
Linconscio\)a   from   the   instai`t   the   bitllet
plougl`pd  into  J`is  brain.     Ht.  st.rtorou.i
brcathlng  8ubslded  at  22   Tninutes  .fter
7  o'clock.     From   th.n   to   (ho   find   onl`'
tlie   gentle   rise   .ind   fall   of   Ills   brisorh
ga`'.   lndica(i()n   tlmt   life   rt.maii}ed."The   Sur;Jc()I`   Gf.neral   \`'as   near   {h.
hf.ad   ttf   tl`.   bc.d,   somtitimps   sitting   ®n
tliq    edge    thereof`    )`is    ting.r    on     tile
I)ulse   of    the   dying   man.      O.casio]`all}-
ho  put   his  ear  dou'n   to  catch   the   I.s-
st.nlng   b.ats    rif   hl8   heart.      Mr.    I_.ill-
•oln`.`  ij.`slor.  Ftev.  I)I.  Phlnc.as  D.  Cur-
le}'.  Stood  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  b.d.
Mr.   Sla.nton   ant   lz)   a   chair   near   the
foot   on    the   I.ft,   t`.]iere   the    plctures
placc   Andr`.w   Johnson.     I   stood   near
the   head   of   the    bed   and   from   that
Ire.`ltioli   had   full   \.lew   or   ,\lr,   Stanti,n
act.oss    the    Prp``idelit,`s     L)od}'.        Al    m}.
:.ight    Rob.r(    Lincoln    sobbed    oil    the
.`lio`ildt.r   of   Charles   Sunim.I.."Stanton.s  gaze  was  fixed  intently  nn
I)ie  countc`iiance  of  his  d}.il`g  chief.    He
liad.   as   I   `inld.   I)eon   a   miLn   of   steel
lI`ruughout   the  night.   but   as  I   loitk.d
•t  his  I.ce  .cross   the  comer  or  the
bed  .nd  s.w  the  tu.itching  of  tlle  mus-
c]cs  I  knew  tliat  lt  vi-as  only  by  a  pow-
crful  c8ort  that  he  I`.strained   himself.
The   first   indlcation   that   the   dre&dt.d
end   hi`d  c(ime   ``'as  at   L'2   minutes  past
7.    \`'hrn    the    Surgeon    General    g.ntly
(.rn`sed   the   I)`i]sel.ss   hands   or   Lli`c(tln
act.`it`s   the    motionlc.`s   .breast    ai}d   r.,se
'o  Ills  feet.

Thy.r  IA8t  to  hb«c.
"R.`..    Dr.    Gurley    ``tepprd    forward

•rid  IIrutv  his  hands  began.  `Our  FL-
tt`er   and   o`Ir   Clod.'     I   matched   pen-
t..Ll   and   not.book   from   m`\.   pocket.   b\it
my   haste   defeated   my   purpose.      M}'
p..nell  po.int   /I  llad  but  one)   caught   in
n`}'  coat  and  broke.  and  the  u.orld  lost

:iti`t°erH3.Y#-bay?ir`ae}.efb"'hofhst"Lfinn°ni:
lie   burled   l`ls   face   in   the   b.dctotJ)ca.
^s   .Tliy  ".ill  be  don..     ^meli..  in  s`ib-
(]`ied       and     trt.mull7L!s      tut`es    .  floatt.d
through   lliat   li((le   chamber.   Mr. Stai)-
ton  rats.d   I)ls   lie&d.   t!ie   ti.ars  stream.
Iiig   dou.n   his   cheek...     A   more   agch-
17x..d   .`|)rti.`.¢lon   I   nc`.er   .i.```.   on   a   li`L-
mni`   co`il.tenfliirp   as   1`.   .`tilj!ii.d   r)\`t  the
u'or{Is.   .14e  belong.  to  (he   aEcl  now.'

•..\(r.   Stanton   dlrect.d   M&j.   Tl`timaF
M.  \'ineent  of  the  st&fl  to  take  charge

:£b:L`:t ¥ythcea]ffm.  ¥ffetrFgw:I fg:
?oaisbe±:gT°#:¥  night ut the  as."Going  to  my  apartment,  I  sat  doum
•t   once   to   make   a   second   longhand

i°h¥d`%kMenr:istt.#&nrrj°,fgtfem"&¥¥
wished  to  retain  the  one  I  had  t`'ritten

%:ttt:atbEgfhtt.iiepa€,hf=nhtpa¥negngsaog£:
commotion  on  the  street.  I  stepped   to
the  window  and  sa``.  a  coffin  contain-
lng   the   body   of   the   dead   President
being  placed  ln  a,  h.arse  which  passed
up  Tentli  street  to  F  and  thus  to  the
Wh]t€   House.   escorted   b}'   a   lleutemint
and  ten  pri\.ates.       As  tl`e}.  pas`scd  `'ilh
meusur.a  tread  and  arms  I.t.\.ersed.  my
hand  ln\oluntaril}.  went  to  my  liead  ln
salute   as   they  stai.ted  on   their   Ion..
long  joumry  back  to  the  pralriee  and
t,be  hearts  he  knew  and  loved  sij  ten.\..astfrfim&&fa£RE

J_


