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H.   Clay   I?ord  Declares  Picture  of  `,'/ashington  Delayed
Booth's  Escape.

H.  Clay  Ford  a  retired  theatrical  manager.   formerly  a  \'/ashing-
tonlan.  and  now  a  resident  of  Edrtherford,  hT.  J.,  who  is  spending  a  few
days  here.   todaB  talked   i}iterestingly  of  the  shooting  of  fbrahrm
Lincoln  forty-eight  years  ago  tonight   in  Ford's  Theater.   oLri  loth
Street .

Iw'Ir.  Fori.i  who   is  visiting  his   son.  H.   Chapmn  Ford.   at   the
Thatcher  Hotel,   on  15th  Street,  was  treasurer  of  Ford's  Theater  the
night  of  the  tragedy.   and  he  declares  that  the  story  that  Johii  -`T/il]ses
Booth.  Lincoln's  assassin,   Caught  his  foot   in  the  folds  of  an  American
flag  as  he  vi'as  making  his  escape.   and  that  "Old  Glory''  delayed  the
murderer.   is  a  popular misconception.    A  picture  of  George  ..i/ashington
served   to  delay  Booth.  {`!:r.  Ford   says.

RInffi,ffiFRs   I:2+`LGTi]I,y   TT.I,I.

''1  remember  the  traged.v  a§  lf  it  were  but  yesterday",  H'r.  Ford
said.    'lphe  theater was  ouned  I)y  ny  brother,   the  late  John  I.  Ford  and
I  was  his  treasurer  and  in  the  t]ox  offloe  at  the  time.    :,'then  I  heard
Booth's  sriot.  which  eventtially  ended  Lincoln's  life     lt   occurred  to  me
casually  that   the  pistol  used  by  Sir  F.dward  Prenchard.   in  I'Our  .£',r.ierican
Cousin".   the  play.  that  night,  had  :`one  off  accidentally.    Sir  Edward,
in  the  Clay  puts  a  pistol  to  his  head  at  the  enf  of  the  first  act.

''In  a  second,  however,   an  afterthought  came  to  me.     I  -imew  it
was  not  the  time  of  the  evening  for  him  to  T>ut  the  pistol  to  his  head.W

``In  the  ticket   office  there  was  a  window  from  which  I  could  see
the  audience.     I  loo]ced  out  and  there  was  Booth  on  the  stage,  where  he
had   leaped  fran  the  box.     I  ]mev  him well.    The  President  and  his  party
had  teeli  seated   in  two  boxes.  which  I  had  helped   to  ma]se   into  one,   decor-
ating  them  with  flag,s  which  we  borrovyed  from  the  Treasury  Depal.tment.
In  the  center  of  the  box  I  had  placed  a  pictul.e  of  George  ..7ashington.
with  the  flags  ori  both  sides.     It  vJas  this  ploture  which  Caught  Booth's
foot.     I  Imow  it  because  his  spur  made  a  large  cut   in  the  picture.    They
always  say  ''01d  Glory"   delayed  him.  but   it  dldn't   ---George  t\!Jashiligton's
picture  did   it.     I <saw  the  picture  again  in  Baltimore  Saturday,  while
I  was  visltlng  the  widow  of _John  nj.1.   Ford.   in  whose  possession  it  now  is.
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