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The  Mystery   of  George.

Ever   since  the   finrling  of  the  body  of  David  E. 5eoI`8e'    Sup-
:;`osed   Suic`ide,   at   the   Gra,nd  Avenue  hotel,   Tue`rda,y  mo.ming,   there
have  been  mumors,   my`.terious   a.nd   dark,   as   to   the   dead  rna:n's
identity,   his  a,ntecedentg   a.nd  his  life,   as  well   as  the  recisons
he  rna,y  hg{ve  had   for   committing  the  rash  act.

Apparently,   he  w@S   sea.rcely   or  never   short   of  money.      At  most
times  he  wrr}s  jolly  a,nrl  vJhen  drinking  81ittle  would   enterain  a
crowd  by  both   repeating   a.nd  acting  portions   of  Shakespeare,   and
fl.om  the  po`ets.     His   diction  and  facial   actic>n  was  that   of  the
old   School„   but   polishecl   €7.nc]   rlr{€;riicr3,tic.n¢hHis  ha.nds  were   lo
life  work  wa_s  not  with

v`.7ith  tapering  fingers   that   showed  his
e  plo,tie,    s€iw   or  hammer,   a.Ithough  he  had

used  a  painter's  brush  while  living  in  EI  Reno..
Mr.   H9Lrper  w:rio   is  pa.Stor   of  the  Methodist   church  here,   in

company  with  his  wife   visited   the  undert,eking   r.oomB  yestei.dE-y  and
identified   the   I`emains   as  thoSe   of   a  ma`n   t,hey  had  knov.rn   in  EI   ReDo
three   ye8i.s   a.go.

FrozrL  Mrs.   Harper,   a!  Wave   re|jorter  learned   todLay-'that   George
cr+me   to   El   neno  `while   they  lived  thel.e   a.  number  of  years   ago   and
remained   there   Some   two   or  three  yea,I.a.

tmring  this   time  he  boarded  v`,'ith  the   family  of  J.   W.   .SirmTions.
His   demeanor.  waf-i   quiet,   retiring`   find.   at   times   of   t-,   very   despondent
turn.     In  these  la,tter  tiFT.es  he  would  arise   in  the   ni€'ht   time
fl`om  his   bed   and.,   going   outriide   the  h.ouse   '\,.rould   =`ing   plp{intive\,
stld   r`onE,a,   perh8pr\   for  hours.

At   this   tirT``f`:   he'Lwas   painting  houseFr,   or>tensibly   for   a   living.
Becoming  unusually  morose,   he,    in  March,   three  yegrsTt   ago   took
morphini,  with   suicida.1   intent.      The  Ha,rpers  .a.nd   Simmons'   waited
upon  him,   and  `when  he   recovere.i   consciousnesf=  partially  he   ex-
preSp`ei'i   the   belief   thF}t   he  was   £:oing   to   die,    an(:1  made  what   mighttoe   ter..rried   a   confes.r,ion   in   the   pl`ese.rice   of   both   la_dies..

Believing  his}   derri.ise  waf,   near,   he   `.aid  he  had,   vrhen   a,  young
rnt'in   committed   a   i,err.i-ole   crime--tli.at,   he  hE!d   killecl   a.  {t.-i``e,rit   and
fz+`Ood.   mf3n,     tT3..nd    ccillin8    for    tci.   pencil    ariJi   pf}per`   he   vLTrot€T:    two    names,
One  wFis   "Abraham  Lincoln,   a.nd   the   ot,her,    "   John  1.'/ilkes   Booth,   is
hi.   si&m,r3ture.     The   sick  n_an   ch8.rged   them   `ooth   to   keep  hip,   secret
until   after  his  death,  which  they  a.ccordinly  did.     He  then  told
his   story  from  the   accident .in  which  h.e  broke  his   lj3g   in  jump-
ing   from  the  `oox  to   the   St8.g.e   of.  the  theatre,   and   `..id   a.ft,er  his
escE3pe   fl.om-the   house   he   wr/,S   Secrel.-ed   `oy   friends   in  1.I.7ashing.ton.
IIe  wa`s   then   rowed`   down   the  Potomac   river   to   the   ocean,   whet.e  he
took   a.   St,earner   for  Eur6pe,   remc?ining,   abroad  more   than   15   yerr]{rs
before  returr.irig.

:Duri-ng  his   fT,ojourn   a..broad  he   i,'isited   the  Hoby   la.nd   and   scr)w
most   of  the   countries   of  the   continent.

Of  his   life   Since  his   r.et,urn  he  war.,   i`eticent,   antl   *ince  his
recovery,   t.old  mag[y   contr.pdictory   stories.

Hir}   likenesr3   to   a   picture   of  J.   Wilkef}  Booth   is   very   strig-
ing,   a.a   a   great  many  ha.ve   rerr"rirked.      And   the   deE}d  rrLa.n's   right   leg
hra.d   been   broken   below   the   knee,    Dr.   I.J{ayi``)erry,   vrho   exF`in.ined   i,he
limb   said  mginy  year.a   ago.  ,

There  may  `or  rna.y  not   be   truth   in  th+e   r3tory,   but  many   incidents`and.circumst€+nce$   1eE}d   to   its   belief.


