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A  very   singular  arrest  was  lrrade   on  t.i,'ednesda.v  evenin£`:   one

that  at  first  caused  no  little  excitement,  bat  upon examination  was  the

cause   o±'  considerable  mirth  and   laughter.     A'L\out   9   olclock,   a  soldier..   in

breathless  haste  and  nervous  anxiety.   rushed  ilito  the  Uentral  police  static`n

and  told  :=ecretary  Scott  that  he  had  just  seen  the  irif anous  mrderer  d.

1,}'ilkes   Booth,   on  Clark   street.   in  CoJnpan:,7  i-\rith  I,1r.   Pratt,,   of  Mcvicker's

Theatre.     I`.£r.   Scott  at  first   laughed   at   the   idea,   ttut  the   soldier  was  posi-

tive.     Fe   said   that  he  had   once,  w'hile   Booth.  w'as  pla:`.ring.   an  eng`a€\ement   at

]tlcvickers,  t`een  an  attache  at   the  theatre.   and   tha,t  he  knew  Booth  very  well

and  was  posit,ive  that  he  had  .just  seen  him.     i:r.   Scott  at  once  8slced  the

soldier  why  he  had  not  killed  him  on  the   s{jot.  when  the   soldier  answered

that  he  would  have  done   so  but  he  was  unarmed.     Still  doubting .   i`,ff.r.   Scott

went   ir]   search  oi.   the  parties   and  soon  i`ound  :,?r.   Pratt  and   the   supi]osed

villain,  Booth,   in  a  restaurant  on  Jlark  street.     The  coxpanion  of  Hr.

Pratt   looked  very  much   like   the  pictur?  o±.   the   inl-'amous   assassin,   i-.Thich

Mr.   Scott  hac]   in  his  I)oss`ession,   and  he   exactlt`'   answered.   t.he  description

which   the   soldier  hat-i  given  of  hij:I.     IIIr.   Scott  requested  A:r.  Pratt   to  ccime

over  v,'ith  him  to  the  central   station,   as`  he  v,'ished  to   see  him,   and  also

asked  hin-I  to   invite  his  friend  to   accompany   t,hem.     i,'.'Tien  the   three  arrived

at   the  station  the  stranger  was   irfforme6  that  he  was  under  arrest   as  the

assassin  of  Mr.   Ijincoln.     }Iad  a  thunder`Oolt  I'rom  heaven  struck  him  the

accused  could  not  have  been  more   surprised.     He  hac  no  difi.iculty.  hov7ever,

in  convincing  the  officials  that   they  were  mistaken,   and   that  he,   the  suI]-

posed  booth.   was  none   other   than  ?,,1r.   J.F`.   I{a:gle,   the   accomplished   le.adir.g

actor   at  Mcvicker's   theatre.     I\`Totwithstandin,g   the   innocehce  of  the   accused.

so  d_etermined  wel.e   the  officials   to  punish  all  men  who  resembled   i-Tooth.     they

declal.ed  that   they  vy'ould  and  actuall:`-dia  bl.ing   him  to  his;  tJeer.  \'t.hen  a  general

good  time  was   en.joyed   by   all  pa,1.ties.


