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Preface

Thanks  are  due  Hr.   Charles  `J.   G.   i)oherty  of  New  Yol.k  City  for  furnishing

me  with  the  manuscript  of  the  story  written  b:,I  his  father  Lieutenant   Jdward  T'.  i)oherty

and  a  picture  of  T.ieutenant  'Joherty  and  3oiton  Corbett  tal{en  together.     ?vlr.   I`c)bert  Gould

Shaw,   Curator,   and  :,:rs.   I.   1)udley  IIall.   Custodian  of  the  Theater  Collection  of  the  T'ar-

vard  College  tlibrary  gave  me  able  assistance  in  colmection  with  their  Booth  collection

of  manuscript,   letters,   pict.tires,   fund  clipT>ings.

Thanlxs  are  due  €Llso   to  :I,:r.   1,uiucy  :{ilby,   T3rookline,   r,"lass.,-for  thirty

years  treasurer  of  the  Boston  Theater,  for  the  use  of  his  scrap  books  and  old  play  bills
Cifede;¥th  the  Booth family.

rf*f`,`!t*4rtotwes

TiYilliam  T„   Shepherd,   a  war  corres|]oiident,  wiio   in  1924  investigated  the

jiiid,^1egends  for  Farpel.s  :`{agazine  I?fade  s-nggestions  which  greatly  aided.



+y,gr{ iE
¥  & *`  €ir,  taft fro

in DAvls:      I  sHOul.I>  LIKE  sonm  sEiIATOR  TO  GlvE  THE  smthTE

SOME  ASSURAI`?OE  THAT  £1.BRARE"  I.INCOIffl'S   I,TURELIEB  i.i'AS   IN

FAer  HLLco.     I  HAVE  REvrm  SEEH  ursELF  Arty  sAplsFACTORy

EIVIDETCE   THAT   BOOTH  WAS   KILLED.

RE  HoWA+in:      EN  ormm  ro  pRorE  Ip  DrmoNsq]RATlvEIL¥,   REBHApa

RE   sHOuLD   RE  COMPELLED  TO   sTffiro  For   BOsTon  CORBEFT,   mao  SHOT

Hem.        I  suppOsE  PHE  HorroRARIE  smlTOR  Is   SPEAKIITG   OF   BOOpH.

]trm  DAVIS:        ¥ES.

nR  doHI`Tsour:      I  strmlT  TO  hff  i;]RIEm  FROM  i{ENT-iroRT  THAT  THERE

ARE   SORE   THINGS   TH`4bT  '`rJ.F_  M-UST   TAICE   JUDICIAL   ITOTICE   OF,    JUST

AS  WELli  AS   THAT   JULIUS   CAESAR   IS   DEAD.

RE  DAvls:        I  i,'/Oul,D  RATHrm  HAVE  RETTEB  TEST"OrFT   Or  PHE  FACT.

I   WAITT   IT   pROvro  THAT   BOOTH  {t]7As   IH   THAT   RAEN;    I   cAREj.`TOT   CON-

cElvE.   IF  RE  wAs   IN  THE  RARIT.   REP  RE  wAs  Her  TiAREN  AI,IVE  AIS|t

BROuGm  l0  a?Hls   olpT  AI,IVE.      I  EL4i.vE  H=viTffi  sE±"  AmrBODy  aR  IHE

EVII)EITCE   OF  AIFTB0I}Y  THAT   IDENTIFIED  800"  £^RTER  HE   IS   SAID  TO

RAVE  BEffi{  KILI,in.     WHr  SO  lrtycH   SECRECY  ABour   Iq?        Tri'ury  wAs

IToq  Hls   BODE   BROuGHT   tjp  pt]BLlcl.y  TO  i¥-jASHII`rGTON  city  Alro  Ex-

pOsED  TO  gHE  GAZE   OF   TEE  n{unplTUDE,   TRAP.   IT  I.zglGHT   BE   IDErml-

F"D?        18  nIA¥  BE  Tnt  HE  IS  DEAD;   BUT  PEE+rna   IS  A  nlfsTERy

jEND  A  MOsp   INExpl]ICARIE  AffsTrmy   TO  My  Mlpro^.ALBOuT   THE  'yyHOLE

AFi`iAIB.      HE  !thy  cchE  BACK  sol,'fl   OF  BH:iB£]  DAys  Apm  3,FT+roER  SOHEL

BODY  j3ISE.       (IAUGRTER.)

I  MfflELy  GOT   ur  TO  r*zAlm  THls  SUGGESTION.        I  supposan

THAT   sch,,ca  GERTLmunr  wAs   IH  p05sEssloN  OF  FACTs  GOING  To  sHow

TLAP   BOOTH  WAS   IDENTIFI=rg.   *   *   *   *   *   a`   *   *      IF  GENTlrmEN  '¥7/m|,

REF,ER  RE   TO  'ifjH;RE   I   CAN   Gj3T  A  N.4.RIT'ATIVE   C)F  FACTS   TO   PROVE

THE   IDELITITy   Or   BOOTH.   I  wlLI,  AT  Ear  LElsun=  READ   IT!  \vlTH  A"cH



1£-

INTEREST.         I  WART   TO   BE  As3TjRED   Or   THE  EL^£cTs,   ITor   i,7ITH  A  vlEw

po  vO"  OiT  pHls   BIilj  Bun  `,{',,'IPH  A  vlEi#  ro  IRE  HI.s[ORT  OF  IRE

TENSACT Ion .

I  I>o  Nor  SE=  'may,   IF   800"  yf'iAs   IiT  THE  RARN,   HE  sHoul,D  HAVE

Bjm{  SHop.     HE  C;`Oui.I)  IIAvd  BEiff  cAppu->ijD  JUSI  AS  'i'Lll  ALlvE  As

DEAD.        IT  tv'JOulD  mv<E   BEEN  fiurcH  MofE  sATlsF.A.CTOR,I  TO  HAVE  BROuGHp

HnE  UP  HffiE  AI.IVE  Arm  PO  .TJ2j^LVE   IITr3Ur:ED  OF  HIH  P0  REVEAL  gRE

t{monE  TRANSACTION.   TO  HAVE   n{ELlcATED   `ALI,  ii"O  wrm3  Gull,Ty  £\LND

a?o  HAVE  EXctmeATED  ail  T,rHo  i,``7 `'RLz   nENooELTT.      I  DO  NOT   SEE  .ANY

RFAsON  y/Hy  THE  I,IAT'+ER  LmD  NOT  TAREN  THAT   cot]rsE.         BRmTG  IEls

BODY   U_D.   CARpiY   IT   T0  THE  CITY   HALL,   EXPOSE   ILn   THffiE  T0  PUBLIC

GAZE.   LEE  AI,I,  \`rmo  mD   SEffi`T   HI}£  Pl+A.¥IurG.   AI.I  t,`{,H0  ASSOCIA11¥D  t#IPH

HIM   On  THE  STAGE  OR   EN  THE  GREEN  ROOu  On  Ap   Tm£  TAvrmfs  Alro   OTHm

PUBI,IC   PLAC_:S,   HAVE  HAD  AJCESS   T0  HIS   BODY  T0  HAVE   IDEITTIFlnm   IT.

THAT   i,:7As   TF.E  \\fAy.   ``FmTanT E  Sioo.OOc`  y{As   OFFrmED  As   A  BET,f+ARD  FOR

CAPIURIHG   IH:.]3  I,rA1{.       I   AH   C`ER[AI}T   I   \¥AS   AS   IRTL,00j3l`TF   0F   rHAg  neuRDER

AS   THE   CHILD  TRAP   Is  ¥rm  ul`TBo+EN;   BUT   I  :SHoULD  HAVE  DISLIKen  To

RAVE   #100.000   Onb'rmED  ±`On  lrm  AS   +¢"  ACCO}.ttj-`LICE   IRE  rJ:H=£'+I   mrsom;

IP   WOULD  HdvE   C^A.USHI   Efl   q]O   B_£J  HUI`TG   OPL.   SHOP   JUsr   .fr.is   0mlAn{   +is

FATE.    (IAUG.HTii2. )

in  _.`!chHmo}.Tr:         I  AM  HApp¥  Io  RELI#v]  nFT  a.Rlaeii3  £`p.Ch,,I  RE}',TuojL¥   By

nS£`Om{IiTG  Hilt  13IAI  A   sI,TAI,I,  £'.4+=tl   OF   Elm  sKELEIoiT   OF   BOOpH   Is   Ill

THE  ARATch'TIL`{u  MUsftRE   OF   THE   SupiGE03T  GtENEF¥u.

im  doHiTsch\Tg     i,'mo  mTOws   pF.Ale

in  A}TPHorTy:      I  DO  irop  JiTOT,'.I'  I'Ow   11   Is   IDENIIfil@.   Bun   Ir   ls

cm]IFIED  TO   BE  THAq}
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Place i       ¥ThTunited states  semteJ-
TfuTime   '.           -^July  28th.1866

rfu  Characters:-T.ne  Semtor  from  Kentucky          -Mr  Garret  mvis
"           "           "      llicthigan           -ETr  Jacob  Howard
"           "           ''      Maryland          -lfr  Reverdy  Johnson
"            w            "       Rhode  Island  -Mr  Henry. Anthony

.

.       L  i'        '     ,\J-„-::e   i  I    `s.;-,t   '\: .-., :`-:..   '-`<-:,:-,:..-

The  Occasion  -Discussion,o±`  H  R  Bil`1  lTu.-801  pro-
viding  for  payment  of  rewards  for  the  capture  of

It  was  on  the  ni€`ht  of April  14.  1865,  after  committing  his  appalling

that  John 1.Jilkes  Booth  escaped  from  Washing`ton  with  I)avid  Herold,  an
t̀accomplice.    Together  they  worked  their  way  down  through  Southern Elaryland  into

!

:

Bvirgini?,  where  Booth  wi-.`.,s  shot  in  a  `oal.n.   about  ninety  miles  south  of  't-y'ashing-

eleven  days  after  the  assassination.    Although  few  facts  in  histol.y  are

t)

il
(y

more  firmly  fixed  than  t'riat  this  fate  overtook  tie  slayer  of Abraham  Lincoln,

yet  rumors  began  to  spread  at  once  over  the  country  that  the  man  shot  in  the

burning  barn \vt.is  not  John  \-./ilkes  Booth,   and  that  the  officers  in  charge  haLd

wilfully  deceived  the  government  t-hat  t-ney  might  procu2'e  the  inunense  rev,ard

off.ered  for  the  Capture.     It  \'ras  said,  and  by  man5r  believed.  that  the  real

John  'tr/ilkes  Booth  had  escaped  to  the  Island  of  Ceylon.   to  I,:exico,   to  Palestine.i-
It  was  declared  that  Andrew  Johnson.  Iiincoln's  successor in  the  Presi

wE2s  the  instigator  of  the  assassination  and  that  his. motive
-`ff#_hij#_:_.i±~:!SAftf::ti±L:;:3_to `J 1-

¥f€tffi`i
bitio

T?B#=,?Le¥cza,am-4

f  dying  out.   these  runol.s  fil]ally  broke  into  print,  and many
r###±:t-.f£G:ttfa¥€i
+    < ,A+-    +--=+A+       --A   ---~1

newspaper  and  magazine  articles.  as  well  a,s  several  books,  have  been  published

from  time  to  time  in  an  attempt  to  prove  them  true.

Scot.es  of  impossible  stories  of  the  escai]e.  subsequent  life  and  lonely

death  of  Booth  have  been  printed  with  a  wealth  of  circumstance  to  support  them,

and  thousands  of  persons  may  be  found,   especially  in  the  South.  who  v,'ill  never

believe  that  Booth perished  in  the  Garl.et  barn.
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During  1920-21*2.   the  murmified  body  of  a  man who  oormittod  suicide

at  Enid.  O]dahona..  in  1903,  was  e3thibited  in many  ejstem  and  southwestern  towns

as  the  body  of  John `',I/ilkes  Booth.    With  it  were  pictures  of  the  Booth  family,

copies  of  aft.idavits,  and  other  supporting  ''evidence"  to  prove  that  the  munny        „ +

was  in  reality  that  of  the  country's  most  abhorred  assassin.

This  alleged  body  of  Booth has .been  offered  for  sale  several  times

since  1920.    A  real  estate  firmi which  claimed  to  be  acting  as  bl.okers  for  the

ouner® sent  out  Circulars  describing  the mLrmy.    Thetv  ofl`er€£with  it  a

large  number  of  copies  of  a  sensatioml  book purporting  to  give  tbe  true  story

of  John  'v.i'ilkes  Booth's  life.

In  1920  I  made  a  thorough  investigation  for  the  I)earborm  Independent
.,_---r------.---I--`----_---.

int|±±±±r!r  PP.?_S~e_ _of „tpe  matter and  gathered  first  hand  act qocuni.ept,any  a_vidence

touching  every  qu?`§tig]n i:_T`e. _iri9_.ident  involved.       The  territory  of  the  flight
_ ----------- +  '-L--L'--   _

and  capture  vras  thoroughly  covere`d.-->-------

identified  the  bo#;
\-`I

the  identical  sites  exam.ined,  the  living

witnesses  wet.e   interrogated,   the  contemporary  evidence  was  again  weighed.  zpapy+..
_1 -.------ `.--                       CLQ-LLi-.-,-- _-`r--^     J
forgotten  recol.ds  were  I-a-i_==al2ed.   and  the  mute  gruesome  relics  of  the  crime

•-in> .-,--.-.- i=-------  i   \    -      I

were  made  to  yield  their  testimony.
--,--.-----------.-, :--   A -

The  accumulated  rna,terial  iras  laid  away  as  of  no  tim.ely  interest

uritil  aiffi  fresh  revival  of  the nyth brought  it  to mind again.    In Har-

per's  Miaga.zine  for  1`fovember,   1924.   and  in  Collier's   for  .:,`ecem.ber  27,   1924,

articles  on  tF.e  question  appea,red.    More  I.ecently  nev,Jspapers  all  over  the

country  have  carried  International  News  Service  stories  purporting  to  be

exclusive  intervi e#S&thfrdt?;, PurLV:TitTg  :=e?attives  I?f  BOoth. whi allegedly
-.-i,,;:

and  a  much  advertised  novel  repeating  the  pl.eposterous
A_   ,r,``'.  L(7-\,

legends  1.=-i:e=L.e:=g  ol-I-6ro{i  the  rjubllc  -  all  of  wliich  pl'ovideB  am8ing

reading  for  anyone  in  i]ossession  of.  the  facts.

I  offer  the  following  cziapters  that  the  candid  I-eader may  determine

the  question with  finality  for  'nimself  and` I  believe  tilat  it  fully  serves
this  end.
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Fore,wor£J
LJii' : I : .' :  ',_ i H

If  a  marl  writes  a  book,   especially  a  lL3ook  about   some  historical

character,  i;here  are  at  least  two  thir]gs  that  should  be  made  clear  to  his

re&ders.    First,  why  he  writes:  second,  vrhat  authority  or  authorities  he  has

for  the  statemelits  that  he  makes.    For  at  the  best,  when  a  man  '!7rites  history,

seeing  tha.t  he   carinct   leap  backward  in  time,   his  work  is  a  kind  of  sifting

process,   a task that  involves    much  coxparing  and  rejecting,   selecting  rind

weighing,   enla.rgening  and    Harrowing,   cLccording  to  his  superior  k.no\'/ledge,   or.

a.ccording  to  some  special  light  he  mai/  have  gained  by  close  study  in  the  eff ore

to  get  at foundation  truths.     Now  Hr.  Black  is  in  the  position  of  a  man  wlio  saw

a  gro'win5  belief  that  struck  him  as  peculiar,  perhaps  inaccuifate,  and  decided

that  now  or  never  `I/as  the  time  to  clinch  matters,  before  the  last  actors  dis-

appeared  f ron the  scene.     So  he  went  to  v/ol.k,   saw  straight,   cind  set  down  without

any  tr.irmings  what  he  saw  and  what  he  hear.d.     i'md  having  see`ti,   he  brought  a  judi-

cial  mind  to  the  weighing  and  sifting  process.

Tthen  you  come  to   consider,  what   is   knoun  as  history  must  necessarily

be  a  mass  of  inaccuracies,  what  with  that  unfortunate  habit  we  all  have  of  giving

a  cap  and  a  stick  to  a  plain  tale  before   sending  it  on  its  \'/ay.    `j]4Tien  I  say  tha;t,

I  have  in  mind  other  unf ortunate  habits;    the  habit  of  idealizing,not  only  those

who  achieve  greatness  or`  f ace,    but  also  those  with  the  criminal  tendency,  by

which  chara.cters  presently  appear  theatrical  and  insincerely  posed,   sometimes

misshapen,   always  super-normal  or  stib-normal;  a.Iso   that  other  triclc  ol.  sickly

sensationalism  which  distorts  Hratters  a.ccording to  sectional  or  national  or

class  view  points  so  that  some  idolize  the  slayer  and  o`u-uhers  the  slain;   also

that  trick  of  brute  lying  whether  the  lying  be  done  around  the  winter  stove  of

a  cross-I.oads  grocery,   in  the  adminis:gtrative  of rice  of  some  newspaper  whose  aijn

seems  to  be  lil,tie  more  than  the  pl`oviding  of  re&ders  some  new  sort   of  mental

dissipation,   or  in  exa.1ted  places  whet.e  those  in  |3ower  distort  f or  diplomatic  or

political  reasons;   in  short,  there  are  so  many  spriligs  of  inaccura.cy,  more   or

less  potent,  that  it  is  folly  to  attempt  to  list  them.  At  any  rate  'oecause  of

``--  -?i



them,  much  of  what  is   called  history  comes  very,   very  close  to  fiction.

I  spoke  of  bias,   Iiati3nal  a.nd  sectional,   and  had  in  mind  the  remark

of   one   of  my   sons  \.,'ho  exclaimed  at  the  dif ferezit   v.lew  poin.u-s   g&ined  fron  scl'iool

histories  as  used  in  the  north  and  the  south,   especially  in  the  period  of  the

Civil  \i/ar.     jind  anotlher  thing was  in  ny  milid.     It  was  the  recent   receipt  of  a

letter  f ron  a  lady  i'7ho  is  very  active  in  southern  patriotic  societies,  whose

novels  have  approached  the  best-selling  cl&ss;  in  that  letter  she  \frmote  that  the

sla.yer  of  ljincoln  wa.s  not  killed,   as   some  of  us  hold,  but  lived  to  a  ripe  old

ac;e.     That  belief  is  not  unco]rmon  in  the  southern  states,   f or  tha;i  heroes  or

semi-heroes  die  like  ordinary  men  is  hard  to  believe,   a.pparently.     Thus  Xitc}ieiier

and  rart]ell,   gind  Lenin,   and  Oscar  '`T,''ilde  were  All  reported  to  be  living  after  their
O',^J    0.AAJ^^r.A-^J

deal?is.     But  with  the  belief  in  Booth's  walking the  earth  under,\a±ee±Leer  name  went
`b{AJ\Jl,t                                                                                                                  a,

ancther^that  the  slayer Tt'as  a  hit;h-souled  enthusiast  and^patriot  who  carried  out

his  plan  with  logical  col]sistency  and  who  has  not  received  justice  at  the  hands

of  historians.

|`J 4;H|`   ife r¢£'~.ifett`fu  ed  t€r*`| C{±
Now  observe,  the  lady  was  no  ariateur.     She  had  studied  Lincoln  material

E=

closely,   f or  the  most   of   her  books  had  to  do  with  that   character.     To  be   sure,

`r,ecause   of   f orce  of  numbers   opposed  to  her  vie\-/,   the  o,oinion  she  held  nit;ht  be  set

aside  as  not  '`'.forth  serious  considers.tion.     But  then  majorities'hardly  count,   ac-

cepting  as  they  do  \..r'nat   is  told  them  openmouthed  and  witriout   question.     iud  to

hold  a  statement  to  be  true  becaLuse  it  is  widely  believed,   is,  to  say  the  least

darigerous.     For  example,   &s  a  boy,   like  couri-:less  thousands  of   others   of  my  age,

accepting  things  taught  by  well  meaning  but  inaccurate  history  teachers,   1  grew

up  holding  Samuel  Adazns  in  high  esteem  as  a  man  of   rectitude,   of  motive,   of

delicacy  of   responsiL`ility,   and  it   came  to  me  \i/ith  a  shock  when  I  read,   in  i-iosmel`'s

Lif e  of  Samuel  Adans  that  he  v+as  a  car.eless  and  rather  thriftless  malster,   short

in  his  accounts  as  tax-collector,   aLrid,   in  spite   of  his   fiery  eloquence,   not  at  &11

the  sort  of  man  I  would  hail  as  hero.     }{or  did  I  suspecJ.u  that  the  early  patriots

were  given  to  tarring  and  feathering,  putting  their  opponents  into  rooms  in  which

-Lhere  wa.s  aL  fire   on  the  hearth  and  then  stopping  up  the  chi}nney,   stoning  suspected
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people,   to  leave  unmentioned  other  acts  of  hooliganism,   all  of  which  you may

verify  f or  yourselves  if  you  will  talte  the  trouble  to  go  throng.h  the  Americari

I.irchives,   fourth  series.     I;or  tl7as  there  eriy  `r'.int  that  the  patriots  were  so

barbarous,   so  unjust  and  unfair,  that   John  Adams  exclaimed  against  those  on  his

o\T7n  side,   in  a  letter  to  his  wife,   saying:     "A }nind  susceptible  of  the  feelings   of

humanity,   a.  heart  which  can  be  touched with  sensibility  f or  humn  misery  and

wretchedness  inust  relent,  must  1;urn  with  the  resentment  at   such  outrageous    in-

juries."   (John  Ader!i^s'   Fa;niliar  Letters `to  I.lis  \'`I'ife,   page  20.)     That  was  `'Jritten

i..rlien  Richard  }Cing,   seeking  lega.1  redress  against  the  mob,  was.assailed,   had  his

property  a.nd  books  and  papers  destroyed  by  patriots  disguised  as   Indians.     .md

ever/  student  of  American  liter.ature  knows  how  James  Rivington,  the  publicist,  was

treated  and  how  for  his   life's  sake  he  had  to  flee  to  a \'rar  ship.     Or  coming  to

more   recent  ti!`iies,  we   recp.Il  staLtements  made   in  the  United  StEites   Senate  by  the

I-Ion.   R  I.i  Pettigrew  of   South  Dakota,   having  to  do  with  `irater  cures,  whipping  tor-

r.ients,   sun  punishments  and  other  zltrocities  in  connection  wi.th  the  :`'hillipine

canpa,ign,   all  of  which  were  kept   out   of  history  'oooks.     So  it  \./ould  seem  that  '\-,re  €!.re

as  busy  as  ever  in  distortion  and  falsification  and  the  mariufact.ure  of  inaccuracies,

and  are  leaving  enough  to  occupy  the  minds  and  engaLge  the  activities  of  posterity.

It  is  into  one  of  those  tangles  that  i.:r  Black  has  plunged,   setting  him-

self  to  thoroughly  investigate  one  little  incident  in  history,  thout;h  not  f or  a.

moment   suspectin:  the  ranif ications  t}'iat  he  f ound.     But  once  suspecting  them,he/
rolled  up  his  sleeves  and  went  to  \'/ork.    rlis  authorities  were  everything  and  any-

thilig.     lie  wer}t  wherever there  was  a  clue,   read  every  iJossible  piece  of  printed

matter  and  looked  at  everi.,r  get  at-able  photograph.     He  Visi-Led  i)laces  arid  took

measurements,  a.nd  incidentally  collected  &  vas+a  entiount   of  materitli.     On  all  that

he  brciu£:ht  to  becir  an  adr.irably  trained  intellect,   and,   as  a  side  issue  I,e  gave

careful  ccnsidera:tion  to  Booth's  motives.     j`is  a  result,   he   cane  to  question  the

slayer's  sanity.,  not  that  Booth  i.-.ras  &  raving  lunatic,   shoutiiig  and  teariii:  and

si2i.a.s}`iil`ig   and   f oaning   at   the   I!Iouth   -   hcid   he   beeri   tha.i   li.e   1.[.rould   1-:c..ire   1',ii`-;'_3`ii   le,F,s

c.€in€crous.     But   he  \./as   on  the  border  line,   one   of  -those  f ellows   of   supreme  egotism
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pla}rin5  -Lhe  i]art   of   I`ef ormcr,   l`.s  also  \'/as   GuiteELu    \'/I-io   killed  G&rfield,   arid   Czolgos;

``rho   slew  i.ICKinley.

Ii`rom  t`nEit  ij'iass   of   imf orm.ation  I,{r  Black  has   selected  that  `'/I:ich  is

salient,   exparlding  consider&1uly,   .u-uhouth  'L`y  no  means  unnecessarily  the   stor`y

that   aprjeared  serially  in  E`'he  Dearl]orr]  Ir]dependel]t.     nithat  the  book  is   one  of

spec±tLL ±n\eres+ ±s #e,qu#### #L no  E5ky rocket  ot.reen B\ds
other  books  of  srjecial  interest,   lit;]i.uly  regarded  in  their  till:t`e  of  publication,

have  ljeen  found  tremendously  valuable  by  posterity  as  supplying  definite  staLrding

points   f or  l£^.ter.  invest±.gators  and   students  -the  Saen"1f  record  for  instance,   or

F!olinshed's  England,   or  Se\i/all's  diar.ies.    rt`or  the  essential  qualities  in  all  of

them  were  truth  and  accuracy  and  pains-talcin€  investigation,  which  qualities  a.r.e

most   certainly  in  the  present  volume.     And  in  the  `'7riters  ri.a]r`ed  t}-,ere  was   sound

cormoiisense  whicll  meant  nch   only  a  collection  of  f acts,  but  a  scientific  ha.bit

of  mind  in  the  presentcltion  of  them.       Llr  3lack's  v/ork  co]uri.ends   itself  to  me  be-

cause  of   evidence  of  those  very  qua.1ities.

Charles  J.  Fin.cer
Gayeta  Lodge
Fayetteville ,  Arkansas
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