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Preface

Thanks are due lr. Charles J. G. Doherty of New York City for furnishing
me with the manuscript of the story written by his father Lieutenant 2dward ™. Uoherty
and a picture of Tieutenant Doherty and Bo%ton Corbett taxen together. 1ir. Robert Gould
Shaw, Curator, and llrs. J. Dudley Hall, Custodian of the Theater Collection of the Tar-
vard College Tibrary gave me able assistance in connection with their Booth collection
of manuscript, letters, pictures, and clipnings.

Thanks are due also to lir. Quiney ¥ilby, Brookline, lass., for thirty
years treasurer of the Boston Theater for the use of his scrap books and old pnlay bills
kol dusk?™
degding with the Booth family.

> (/ﬁ, William 3. Shepherd, a war correspondent, who in 1924 investigated the

ot o

Sniqflegends for Harpers llagazine made suggestions which greatly aided.
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MR DAVIS: I SHOULD LIKE SOME SENATOR TO GIVE THE SEﬁATE
SOME ASSURANCE THAT ABRAHAM LINCOLN'S MURDERER WAS IN
FACT KILLED., 1 HAVE NEVER SEEN MYSELF ANY SATISFACTORY
EVIDENCE THAT BOOTH WAS KILLED,
MR HOWARD: 1IN ORDER TO PROVE IT DEMONSTRATIVELY, PERHAPS
WE SHOULD BE COMPELLED TO SEND FOR BOSTON CORBZIT, WHO SHOT
HIM,. I SUPPOSE THE HONORABLE SENATOR IS SPEAKING OF BOOTH.
MR DAVIS: YES.
MR JOHNSON: I SUBMIT T0O MY FRIEND FROM KENTUCKY TﬁAT THERE
ARE SOME THINGS THAT VE M'UST TAKE JUDICIAL NOTICE OF, JUST
AS WELL AS THAT JULIUS CAESAR IS DEAD.
MR DAVIS: I WOULD RATHER HAVE BET"‘EEIT:T:TIMONY OF THE FACT.
I WANT IT PROVED THAT BOOTH WAS IN THAT BARN; I CANIIOT CON-
CEIVE, IF HE WAS IN THE BARN, WHY HE WAS NOT TAKEN ALIVE AND
BROUGHT TO THIS CITY ALIVE, I HAVE NEVER SEEN ANYBODY OR THE
EVIDENCE OF ANYBODY THAT IDENTIFIED BOOTH AFTER HE IS SAID TO
HAVE BEEN KILLED, WHY SO MUCH SECRECY ABOUT IT? WHY WAS
NOT HIS BODY BROUGHT UP PUBLICLY TO WASHINGTON CITY AND EX-
POSED TO THE GAZE OF THE MULTITUDE, THAT IT MIGHT BE IDENTI-
FIED? IT MAY BE THAT HE IS DEAD; BUT THERE IS A MYSTERY
AND A MOST INEXPLICABLE MYSTERY TO MY MIND -ABOUT THE WHOLE
AFFAIR., HE MAY COME BACK SOME OF THESE DAYS AND MURDER SOME-
BODY ZLSE. (LAUGHTER.)

I MERELY GOT UP TO MAKE THIS SUGGESTION, I SUPPOSED
THAT SOME GENTLEMAN WAS IN POSSESSION OF FACTS GOING TO SHOW
THAT BOOTH WAS IDENTIFIED, * * * * > > * *x TP GENTLEMEN WILL
REFER ME TO WHERE I CAN GET A NARRATIVE OF FACTS TO PROVE

THE IDENTITY OF BOOTH, I WILL AT MY LEISURE READ IT WITH MUCH



INTEREST. I WANT TO BE ASSURED OF THE FACTS, NOT WITH A VIEW
TO VOTE ON THIS BILL BUT WITH A VIEW TO THE HISTORY OF THE
TRANSACT ION. |

I DO NOT SEE WHY, IF BOOTH WAS IN THE BARN, HE SHOULD HAVE
'BEEN SHOT, HE COULD HAVE BEEN CAPTURED JUST AS WELL ALIVE AS
DEAD., IT WOULD HAVE BEEZN MUCH MORE SATISFACTORY TO HAVE BROUGHT
HIM UP HERE ALIVE AND TO HAVE INQUIRED OF HIM TO REVEAL THE
WHOLE TRANSACTION, TO HAVE IMPLICATED ALL WHO WERE GUILTY AND
TO HAVE EXCULPATED ALL WHO WiRE INNOCENT., I DO NOT SEE ANY
REASON WHY THE MATTER HAD NOT TAKEN THAT COURSE., BRING HIS
BODY UP, CARRY IT TO THE CITY HALL, EXPOSE IT THERE TO PUBLIC
GAZE, LET ALL WHO HAD SEEN HIM PLAYING, ALL WHO ASSOCIATED WITH
HIM ON THE STAGE OR IN THE GREEN ROCM OR AT THE TAVERNS AND OTHER
PUBLIC PLACES, HAVE HAD ACCESS TO HIS BODY TO HAVE IDENTIFIED IT.
THAT WAS THE WAY, WHERE $100,000 WAS OFFERED AS A REWARD FOR
CAPTURING THZ MAN. I AM CERTAIN I WAS AS INIOCENT OF THAT MURDE
AS THE CHILD THAT IS Y&T UNBORN; BUT I :SHOULD HAVE DISLIKED TO
HAVE $100,000 OFFERED FOR ME AS AN ACCOMPLICE IN THAT MURDER;
IT WOULD HAVE CAUSED ME TO B2 HUNG OR SHOT JUST AS CERTAIN AS
FATE, (LAUGHTER,)
MR ANTHONY: I AM HAPPY T0 RELIEVS MY FRIEND FROM KENTUCKY BY
INFORMING HIM THAT A SMALL PART OF THE SKELETON OF BOOTH IS IN
THE ANATOMICAL MUSEWM OF THE SURGEON GENE&&L.
MR JOHNSON: WHO KNOWS THAT?
MR ANTHONY: I DO NOT :NOW HOW IT IS IDENTIFIED, BUT IT IS

CERTIFIED TO BE THAT
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The Occasion - Discussion of H R Bill Nu. 801 pro-
viding for payment of rewards for the capture of
Abraham Linco assassins.im=the—tnitee-Htates
three
score years ago, the statements made by Senato
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Davis still agitate{The public M
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crime, that John Wilkes Booth escaped from Washington with David Herold, an

accomplice, Together they worked their way down through Southern Maryland into

G
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O snens,

g :“:\;Virginia, wnere Booth wis shot in a barn, about ninety miles south of Washing-
‘\' \’:t :ffxton, eleven days after the assassination., Although few facts in history are ]
;K:Q% more firmly fixed than that this fate overtook the slayer of Abraham Lincoln, ’\),
- 3 ,f yvet rumors began to spread at once over the country that the mgn shot in the (‘g
S' & burning barn wis not John Wilkes Booth,h and that the officers in charge had ;
“Bg X wilfully deceived the government that they might procure the immense reward e
&{‘ offered for the capture, It was said, and by many believed, that the real \J:
}\# John Wilkes Booth had escaped to the Island of Ceylon, to Mexico, to Palestine. *a;
\It was declared that Andrew Johnson, Lincoln's successor in the Presidency, ;

{ - o

was the insti%ator of the e;sﬁs:a/ssin:i}o?‘??ci V’t_lgat ’nigﬂ :noE ’%;re! was é:fesz‘,nalq/m;u e 7&_3%
bition, R ijf = 47 T ﬁ,‘?qm { nitn o> 7 A s S
)C",:/:/:o;,)%ao(- 1922)6_‘“ Aa:a:\: 7 Nta e Lo avi il 4 Solearces W, f{z../ﬁ\,&'fwzg

3 “Idstead of dying out, these rumors finally broke into print, and many
newspaper and magazine articles, as v;iell as several books, have been published
from time to time in an attempt to prove them true.

Scores of impossible stories of the escape, subsequent life and lonely
deatin of Booth have been printed with a wealth of circumstance to support them,
and thousands of persons may be found, especially in the South, who will never

believe that Booth perished in the Garret barn.



Dur ing 1920-21-22, the mummified body of a man who committed suicide
at Enid, Oklahoma, in 1903, was exhibited in many e?stern and southwestern towns
as the body of John Wilkes Booth. With it were pictures of the Booth family,
copies of affidavits, and other supporting '"evidence' to prove that the mummy
was in reality that of the country's most abhorred assassin.

This alleged body of Booth has been offered for sule several times
since 1920. A real estate firm which claimed to be acting as brokers for the
owner ‘a8 sent out circulars describing the mummy. They offeg%With it a
large number of copies of a sensational book purporting to give the true story
of John Wilkes Booth's life.

In 1920 I made a thorough investigatlon for The Dearborn Inaependent

into every phase of tne matter and gathered first hand a&& documentary evidence

touching every question and incident involved. The territory of the flight

and canture was thorougnlv covered, the 1dent1cal 51tes examlnea, the living

witnesses were interrogated, the contemporary evidence was again weighed, many

1 CO s e fodk
forgotten records were ramsaadlsed, and the mute gruesome relics of the crime

\, were made to yield their testimony.

The accumulated material was laid away as of no timely interest
until a ‘Pesent fresh revival of the myth brought it to mind again. In Har-
per's Magazine for November, 1924, and in Collier's for December 27, 1924,
articles on the question appeared. More recently newspaﬁers all over the
country have carried International News Service stories purporting to be
exclusive intervieys th thg surviving relatlvcs of Booth who allegedly

Lecn St Ca G 3 . /)
identified the bo A and a much advertlsed ﬁfzel repeatlng the preposterous
legends is—;;¥;4W&ag oifferec the publié - all of which provides amusing
reading for anyone in possession of the facts,.

I offer the following chapters that the candid reader may determine
the question with finality for himself and. I believe that it fully serves

this end,









Fore wo rd
G

If a man writes a book, especially a book about some historical
character, there are at least two things that should be made clear to his
readerse. First, why he writes: second, what authority or authorities he has
for the statements that he makes. For at the best, when a man writes history,
seeing that he cannot leap backward in time, his work is a kind of sifting
process, a task that involves much comparing and rejecting, selecting and
weighing, enlargening and narrowing, according to his superior knowledge, or
‘according to some special light he may have gained by close study in the effort
to get a foundation truths. Now lMr. Black is in the position of a man who saw
a growing belief that struck him as peculiar, perhaps inaccuf{ate, and decided
that now or never was the time to clinch matters, before the last actors dis-
appeared from the scene. S0 he went to work, saw straight, and set down without
any trimmings what he saw and what he heard. And having seen, he brought a judi-
cial mind to the weighing and sifting processe

When you come to consider, what is known as history must necessarily
be a mass of inaccuracies, what with that unforiunate habii we all have of giving
a cap and a stick to a plain tale before sending it on its way. When I say that,
I have in mind other unfortunate habitss +the habit of idealizing)not only those
who achieve greatness or fame, but also those with the criminal tendeuncy, by
which characters presently appear theatrical and insincerely posed, sometimes
misshapen, always super=-normal or sub-normalj also that other trick of sickly
sensationalism which distorts matters according to sectional or national or
class view points so that some idolize the slayer and others the slainj also
that trick of brute lying whether the lying be done around the winter stove of
a cross-roads grocery, in the adminisZtrative of fice of some newspaper whose aim
seems to be little more than the providing of readers some new sort of mental
dissipation, or in exalted places where those in power distort for diplomatic or
political reasons; in short, there are so many springs of inaccuracy, more or

less potent, that it is folly to attempt to list them. At any rate because of



them, much of what is called history comes very, very close to fictione

I spoke of bias, national and sectional, and had in mind the remark
of one of my sons who exclaimed at the different view points gained from school
histories as used in the north and the south, especially in the period of the
Civil war. And another thing was in my minde It was the recent receipt of a
letter from a lady who is very active in southern patriotic sociseties, whose
novels have approached the bhest-selling classj in that letter she wrote that the
slayer of Lincoln was not killed, as some of us hold, but lived to a ripe old
ages That belief is not uncommon in the southern states, for that heroes or
semi-heroes die like ordinary men is hard to believe, apparently. Thus Kitchener,
and Parnell, and Lenin, and Oscar Wilde were all reported to be living after their

o/ Odarmnnied)
deaths. But with the belief in Booth's walking the earth under amesher name went

another, that the slayer was a high-souled enthusiast andifatriot who carried out
his plan with logical consistency and who has not received justice at the hands
of historians. ’t;wf: gﬁd/ ,;-Lréu(&. s tﬁyiib
Now observe, the lady was no amateur..hﬁhe had studied Lincoln material
closely, for the most of her books had to do with that character. To be sure,
because of force of numbers opposed to her view, the opinion she held might be set
aside as not worth serious consideration. But then majorities hardly count, ace
cepting as they do what is told them openmouthed and without question. 4And to
hold a statement to be true because it is widely believed, is, to say the least
dangerous. For example, as a boy, like countless thousands of others of my age,
accepting things taught by well meaning but inaccurate history teachers, L grew
up holding Semuel Adams in high esteem as a man of rectitude, of motive, of
delicacy of responsibility, and it came to me with a shock when I read, in Hosmer's
Life of Samuel Adams that he was a careless and rather thfiftless malster, short
in his accounts as tax-collector, and, in spite of his fiery eloquence, not at all
the sort of man I would hail as hero. DNor did I suspect that the early patriots

were given to tarring and feathering, putting their opponents into rooms in which

there was a fire on the hearth and then stopping up the chimney, stoning suspected

/



people, to leave unmeﬁtioned other acts of hooliganism, all of which you may
verify for yourselves if you will take the trouble to go through thé American
Archives, fourth series. Nor was there any hint that the patriots were so
barbarous, so unjust and unfair, that John Adams exclaimed against those on his
own side, in a letter to his wife, saying: "A mind susceptible of the feelings of
humanity, a heart which can be touched with sensibiliiy for human misery and
wretchedness must relent, must burn with the resentment at such outrageous in-
juries.” (John Adams® Familiar Letters to His Wife, page 20.) That was written
when Richard King, seeking legal redress ageinst the mob, was assailed, had his
property and books and papers destroyed by patfiots disguised as Indians. /nd
every student of American literature knows how James Rivington, the publicist, was
treated and how for his life's sake he had to flee to a war ship. Or coming to
more recent times, we recall statements made in the United States Senate by the
Hone R I Pettigrew of South Dakota, having to do with water cures, ﬁhipping tor-
ments, sun punishments and other atrocities in connection with the Phillipine
campaign, all of which were kept out of history books. So it would seem that we are
as busy as ever in distortion and falsification and the menufacture of inaccuracies,
and are leaving enough to occupy the minds and engage the activities of posterity.
It is into one of those tangles that lir Black has plunged, setting him=-
self to thoroughly investigate one little incident in history, though not for a
mOment suspecting the ramifications that he found. Buﬁ}once suspectiﬁg theq}he
rolled up his sleeves and went to worke. His authoritiés were everything and any-
thing. He went wherever there was a clue, read every possible piece of printed
matter and looked at every get at-able photograph. He visited places and took
measurements, and incidentally collected a vast amount of materiale On all that
he brought to bear an admirably trained intellect, and, as a side issue he gave
careful consideration to Booth's motives. As a result, he came to gquestion the
slayer's sanity), not that Booth was a raving lunatic, shouting and tearing and
smashing and foaming at the mouth - had he been thalt he would have been less

dangerous. But he was on the border line, one of those fellows of supreme egotism



playing the part of reformer, as also was Guiteau who killed Garfield, and Czolgos?
who slew licKinleye.

From that mass of information Mr Black has selected that which is
salient, expanding considerably, though by no means unnecessarily the story
that appeared serially in The Dearborn Independent. That the book is one of

_ B levrtatby fecasne 4 ot .
special interest is true, dhrowsfeme, it can expect no sky rocket career. But
other books of special interest, lightly regérded in their time of publicatioq’
have been found tremendously valuable by posterity as supplying definite starting
points for later investigators and students - the Saewulf record for instance, or
Holinshed's England, or Sewall's diariese For the essential qualities in all of
them were truth and accuracy and pains-~taking investigation, which gqualities are
most certainly in the present volume. And in the writers named there was sound
commonsense which meant not only a collection of facts, but a scientific habit
of mind in the presentation of them. lir Black's work commends itself to me be-
cause of evidence of those very qualities.
Charles J. Finger

Gayeta Lodge
Fayetteville, Arkansas
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