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LINCOLN  AND  BOOTH

A   I.ATE  I)[SCOVERY

W

-

E  have rcccntly had the opportunity of examining a  remarkably
int¢rcsting relic of  I 861, in the form of two small  I 2mo. paper.
covcrcd theatrical  " prompt-books,"  formerly owned by Juniu.

Brutus  Booth,  Jr.,  and  full  of  annotations  in  his  writing.     They  'arc
" Brother and Sister, A  Pctit Opera in Two Acts, by William Dimond,"

N.  Y.1822:  and  `` Bombagtc3  Furioso, 'by  Thomas  8.  Rhodc. "  (pub-
]ished about the same  time),  both  having cx(rcmc  intcrcst  and  raising  a
question of considcrablc  importance concerning the scntimcnt cntertaincd
toward Abraham  Lincoln by ano(her member of the  Booth  family tlian
John W_ilkco Booth, the assassin.
_          Bbth  prompt-_books contain  thc` autograph of J.  B.  Booth  (junior).
one of them bearing also (he autograph signature of Mi`ss C. Dc Bar, who
bccamc  his wife.     Miss  Catherine  Dc  Bar wag the  daughter of Ben  Dc
Bar,  distinguished  for  his performance  of  the  char-actcr of  Falgtaff,  and
also  for many years the  leading. theatrical  managcr` in  St.  Itouis.     Thc3c
little books wcrc sold at auction when his c9tatc was dispcrscd in St. Ijoui8,
but  their  important  nafurc  was.uususpcctcd  and  they  rcstcd  in  obscurity
until  a  comparatively  recent  date.

On the lower blank portion of the last page of " Brother a-nd Sister "
arc written  in  Booth's autograph the names of the Dramatis  Persona of
" Bombastcs  Furio§o,"  and  opposite  thcsc  names  arc  written  substitute.

to  adapt  the burlesque  to  the  time  and  place  in  virhich  it  was  to  be  per-
formed,  the evident purpose being to hold up to  ridioulc the living char-
actcrs  which  wcrc  substituted  for  fictitious  once.    The  startling  9ignifi-
cancc of this proposed change is manifest when wc read this cast, written
by Booth ,

" Artaxomincs

Fusbos....
Bombastcs  .
Distaffina   .  .

........ Lincoln
.  .  . :` .... Scward
........ Gen.   Scott

........ Mad.    Frcmont."
1'
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`\\'hcn   "   ]}tili`h:i`ti`s   I.`iiii(ist)  "   is  i.\:ui`ini.`l  t`]nsi.l\.,  `\.e  liii{I  th.it  it  h:is

bccn   illti`I.lint.tl  :llltl  .i  |li`n   `]r:i\`Ii   thru`iL{h   tlii`  tirii{it"I'  n.1mi`s,   ()thi`r  n:`i)`i.a

bcillLr   SLl!)S(itL]tl.tl   :ll.i`()r`linLr   t()   thi`   i`:`st   Lri\'t`n   alltl\'i`,   :`11   tlle   u.ritirl`LT   I)l`ing

in    thl`   :tLltti.i{I.:i|lll    ol.   thi'   (JriLTin:`l    {)\\.Iii`r`    .T.    1}.    ]}tloth,    .Tr.        I  Ii.ri`   \\.as   a

p`lr|lt)sc   :`i``I   .:1    Ill:in   tu   htilil    `ii)   t(]   |"l`lic   ri`]it``Ili.   tti`    thi'    st.lLri-I.illi`t>ln,
si.\"rtl,   ``c(Jtt  al`il   .\]rs.   I'`ri.Iii{)Ill.        I)itl   tlmt   I)}il.|i.o`i`  :`ni]   i)I:in   Origimt-e

``'ith'  +    1}.    I}t>titli,    `Tr.,    tl]i.   st7ii    til-   .|uni`is    [}riirus    Booth.    :`ii`l    thi.    i.ltler

brotl]i.r (}1. .Tolin `\\'ilki`s  l}t)tith ?
'].1`1'    ill`li.L"i(}.    ttl    I'ri``ii!i`l`t    ]   iili`tilii    .1i`tl   (ithi'i.s    I)rtiiitisi'`l    ctiiiltl    iiot

lla\.c   lici.n.rri'si`nti`tl   on   tlii.   st;`.Li,i'   ii`/"   sciirrilt>Lisl}.   tlmn   h\'   thi`   :iihpta-

tion  (.I  "  Bt)mli:`s[i's   I.``ir:osti."  lit)  ()thi.r  lil:`\'  t)r  oiii`m   t)f  thi.I  t;]iic  li`ntling

.   ,itsi`lI.   st]    \`.i`ll    tti    :tn    i`rii.ii`}.    til.    I.ini.til:I.        'l.h``    ri`i)ri`si`itt.ititni    tir-I.inco]n

antl   thi.   I:`nLTii.igi`   iiiit   ii`tti  his   mliiith   li\'   thi`  cl`:`n.LTi`s   in   the   l"H-li'st]itc   are

Partic`I]:trl}.   ot.li`Iisi\.i`   tlirt.`i.!{Iu7iir,   thi`   ]''ri'siili'nt   a]i\l   (;ciii`r:`l   ``ctitt   hi.ing
rc|)ri`Sl.I`ti.il   .1S   ri\.:`ls   in   ilitliLriii`   I.I)I.   t!1i-:`l.l'i`i`tit7Iis.ol.   .\(rs.    I.`ri'm()lit.   \`.ho

Cm(nH.:iLri`s   llli.in   in   tht.ir   iiil.i`t`i::I;o!i.   I`,i`it   is   i``pi.{`i:iH`..   nmio`is   to   cn[)t`ire

Lin(`()ln,  i`ro\`.tl  ()`it  .\]I.s.   I .i]ii`t)l!i`  :i`nil  i7i:`ki`  lw  \\.a\.  io  thi.  \\'hiti`  I  ]o`isc.

01.  Co`irsc   :`n   ins`]lt   is   iiiti`Tiili``l   to   I.iiii`(iln,    \]rs.   I.ilii`olii,   lfi.s.    I.`i.c!-i`t>Ii[,

Scott,   nntl  Sccri`tnr\'  Si`\\':`rtl.   niitl  thi`  I:in.*`t:iLTi'  I)lit  ill(o  thi.  )i`tiiit!`s  tif  t{`c

char.ii`ti.rs  is  t>ft-ensi`'e  in  the  cxrr.i`iiii'.

Tt  in.i}'  hi'  \`.cll   .1skcd   if  .T.   8.   Bt)(7th,  .Tr.`   iii\'ciiti`tl  this  ;ilti-I..iti(in  of
"  Bo:)th.istcs,"   alitl   tlitl   hi'   i`iitcrt:tin    I-i``i`Iin:hTs   tt)\\..ir`l   I.inc(iln,   Iiis   f:uTiily,

al``l   l`is   l`:`hini`t.   \\'liii`h   \\{)iil`l   h:tw   w.iiTi`stiil   this   ins`ilt?       ()r   \`.as   the

alter.ition   iii`.i`iit`.`l   li\.   s(iii`t.   tithi.i.   !`i':.to!`-~  t!`:it   I)i`i.son   l`i`inLT   his  bi.other,

the  .iss.issin-nml  iir.oprisetl   to  J.   1}.   13ooth,  .Tr.,   as  a   nmnngi`r  and  then
cotiictl  li}'  him   .is  \\'c   liml   it  in  thi`si.   I;t(li`  l`(ioks?       ]f  pc-rl-t]rmi`tl,   as  this

opcr.1   <ci`ms   to   lm`.i`   bi.i`ii.   tlic`   pi`rr(H.manci`   miist   hn`.e   tnki'n   iilace   in

Richmoll`l,   \'.i.,   as   t\`.o   loc:`litii`s   ill   tlut   cit\.   ;tri.   mentioni`tl   in   Booth's
changes in  the tc`[:      " 'I`hi`  ]'ilhr h'LLrh  ii` Sackvilli. Strcct "  heing changed
to  " The  lami)-twist  in  i'li``.cnth  strcct,"  nntl  again  ill  the  line,  "  In  \Ver-
bur.g  Strc.`t,  ne.ir  Di`rt`}'  St|`mi-a  "  is  :ilt.`rc`]  to  ri`nil  "  In  a  strcct  iicnr  the
C.1pitol   SqLmrc."       If  |1`tt  oi`   thi'   st.1Lri.   in   Richiiioni],   it  miist   h.1\.e  been
duriii.Lr the lirst }'cnr of the Ci`.il  \\':`r ;md lii'fore Gcn'l  Scott  hntl  resigned.

EDITOR.


