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"While in Washington 1 was very busy for a time in preparing the necessary orders
for the new state of affairs; communicating with my different commanders of separate
departments, bodies of troops, etc. But by the 14th I was pretty well through with this
work, so as to be able to visit my children, who were then in Burlington, New Jersey,
attending school. Irs. Grant was with me in Washington at the time, and we were invited
by President and lrs. Lincoln to accompany them to the theatré on the evening of that day.
1 replied to the President's verbal invitation to the effect, that if we were in the city
we would take great pleasure in accompanying them; but that I was very anxious to get
away and visit my children, and if I could get through my work during the day I should
do sos I did get through and started by the evening train on the 1l4th, sending
Mr. Lincoln word, of course, that 1 would not be at the theatre.

At that time the railroad to ew York entered Philadelphia on Broad Street;
passengers were conveyed in ambulances to the Lelaware River, and then ferried to Camden,
at which point they took the cars again, VWhen I reached the ferry, on the east side of
the City of Philadelphia, I found people awaiting my arrival there; and also dispatches
informing me of the assacssination of the President and Mr. Seward, and of the probable
assassination of the Vice-President, lir. Johnson, and recuesting my immediate return.

It would be impossible for me to describe the feeling tnat overcame me at the
news of thesé assassinations, more especially the acsassination of the President. i knew
his goodness of heart, his generosity, his yield.ng disposition, his desire to have every-
body happy, and above all his desire to see all the people of th; United States enter
again upon the full privileges of citizenship with eguality among all. I knew also the
feeling that lr. Johnson had expressed in speeches and conversation against the Southern
people, and I feared that his course towards them would be sucih as to repel, and make

them unwilling citizens; and if they became such they would remain so for a long while, I
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felt that reconstruction had bcen set back, no telling how far.
I immediately arranged for getting a train to take me back to Washington City;

but lrs. Grant was with me; it was after midnight and Burlington was but an hour away,
A}

i
FindAggat I could accompany her: to our house and return about as soon as they would be

ready to take me from the Philadelphia station, I went up with her and returned immediately
1/
by the same special train.



