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Born  'Walnut  Grove"   farm  near  Charleston,   County  Seat.  Va.?,

Jefferson  County  near  Harpers  Ferry  -  Jamiary  i,   1835.      University

of  Virginia  three  years,   beginriing  1652.    Only  diploma  ever  received,

|Ja8e  4  a  5.

Thus,  without  counsel,   and  debarred  from  those  opportunities

for  defence  which,   be±`ol.e  civil  tribunals.   are  allcwed  to  those

chargecl  with  the  highest  crimes  kncmu'ii  to  the  .law,  was  Beall  being

hurried  to  his  preafijudged  doom.    At  tliis  juncture  James  I.  Brady,

Esq.,  although  not  jiermitted  by  law  to  receive  any  coxpensation  for   I:

his  services,   generously  cane  ±`on'/ard,   and  undertook  tile  defence.

1`hose who  had  long  admired  the   intellect,  were  now  tau±;.ht  to  appre-

ciate,  with  equal  admiration,   the  courafre  and  generosity  of  James

I.  Brady.   '9is  something  to  be  a  great  lawyer.  but  a  much  higher

attribute  to  be  a  good  man.    This  is  a  truth which  history  has  con-

tinued  to  illustrate  from  the  career  of  the  first  Public  Accuser
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of  the  French Revolution  to  that  o±.  the  present  Judge-Advocate-General  of

the  United  States.

Page   66.

EIr.   James  A  I  Mcclure
Baltimore,  Eld.

Fort  Lafayette,   14th  Feb.
1865.

Dear  Sir:

I,ast  evening  I  was  informed  of  the  finding  and

sentence  of  the  Commission  in  my  case.  Capt.  Wright  Rives,   of

Gen.  Dix's   staff,  1)romised  to  procure  you  a  coiJy  of  the  record

Of  my  trial.

I  am  solicitous  for  you,  who  represent  my  ±`riends.

to  have   one,   and  to  attach  this  statement  to   it:  ''Some  o±`  the

evidence  is  tl.ue,   Some  false.     I  am  not  a  spy  nor  a  guerriliero.

The  execution  of  the   sentence  will  be  murdel.:''  and  at  a  con-

venient  season,   to  forward  that  record,  and  statement  to  my

friends.

I  wish  you  to  f ind  out  the  amount   of  the  expenses

of  the  trial,   and  forvard  it  to  me  at  once,   so  ttriat  I  can  €;ive

a  check  for  the  amount.

Capt.  T7right  Rives  assured  me   that  my  friends

could  have  my  body.     For  my  family's  sake.   please  get  my  body

from  Fort  Columbus  after  the  execution,   and  have  it  .01a.inly

buried.  not  to  be  renoved  to  my  native  State  till  this  un-

happy  war  is  over  and  my  friends  cc-j.n  bury  as  iir`ndence.   and

their  wis2ies  may  dictate.

I.et  me  again  thank  yo.d  for  your  kind.ness,   and

believe  me  to  be  ncw.  as  in  days  of  yore,  your  attached  friend.

Jonn  Y.  Beall.
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Tile  following  extract  frori  the  elcquent  letter  of  Albert  Ritchie,

Esq.,   to  IJrs.   Beall,  w_hick will  be  found  i.ublished  entire  in  the  ''Cori.es-

-pondence,"  furnishes  a  most  interesting  and  reliable  account  of  the  un-

availing  efforts  made  in  her  Son's  behalf  between  tile  day  first  fixed  for

his  execution,   and  the  pericd  when  the  final  ortier  therefor  was  carl`iea.  into

execution.

Ilon  Yf+ed.nesday  mc>rning  i)receding   the  day  first   fixed  for   the  executictn

of  his   s€mtence.  Hr.  Hcolure,  who  .iiad  pl.eviously been  permitted  to   see  him

at  Fort  Lal.ayette.   received  the  inform.ation by  telegrai:jh  of  the  finding  of

the  Colrmission,   and  of  the   ort`-ier   to  carr=v'  into   execution  the   sentence  on  the

1-ollowing  Satul`day.

He  immediately  retained  the  professional  services  of  MI'.  Andrew

3terrett  Ridgely.   ol~  Baltimore,   for  tile  purpose  of  having  the  casg  presented

to  the  President,   that  he  mig±lt  procure  if  i.ossible  at  first  a  I.espite.  and

then  a  ccrrmutation  of  sentence.    Hr.  Ridgely  enterecl  upon  the  case  vv.it,h  the

utrTiost  iiossible   zeal,   and  we  three  having  i->assed  tile  day.   and  most   cf  the

night   in  such  pl.eparation,   as  we  deemed  the  emergency  required,  MI..  Ridgely

went   to  Washington  on  lhursiiay  morning.     In  tile  air.tel.noon  of  `['i'ednesaay  I\=r.

Mcclure  received  a  telegram  from  I)aniel  a.  Lucas,  urgir]€  him  to  use  every

Tjossible  meg.ns,   and  spare  no  efforts  to  -.irevent   the  exectitic)n  of   the   sen-

tence.     Several  dispatches  of  a  sin-.Liar  character  were  received  from  A:r.

Lucas  tiuring  the   succeedini``  days.

On  Thursday  morning,   i`'ebruary  16th.  Ifr.  I:col.Jire  I.eceived  a  lettel`

I.I.om  .i.chn  in  wiiich  .|e  announced  tiis  cc,nviction  anc`i   seritence ............

®  ,   ®   ,  ,   ®  ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,   ®   ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,...,,..,,,,  e   ,

This  letter  was  answered  by  telegraph  through  Ca~r]t.  Hives.    He  instantly

thought  that  nothing  could  give  to  the  President  a  clearer  idea  ol"  the

polished  character,   and  manly  tone  t}-iat  .Tohn  possessed,   than  the  sixple

reading  of  this  letter  -and  I  went  at  once  to  Washiri.gton  to  have  it
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presented  through lfr.  Ridgely.    Hr.  Bidgely.  how'ever.   had  returned  to

Baltimore  before  I  reached  Washington,   so  that  I  was  obliged  also  to  I'eturn

the  same  night.    -!:/e  'nad  immediately  am  interview  with  him,   to  ascertain

the  result  of  his  visit.  and  efforts.    He  brought  us  no  encouragement.

Friends  at  TJashington  had  interested  themselves.  and  had  appealed  to  the

President  even  before  Mr.  Ridgely's  arrival:  and  in  his  interview with  that

gentleman.  lie  was  positive  in  his  determination  not   to  interpose  against

the  ol.der,   and  juclgment   of  Gen.  Dix,  with whom.  without  the  active  inter-

ference  of  the  President,   the  case  entirely  rested.

At  a  late  hour  of   the  night  we  roused  fror±i  his  bed  one  of  our

per.sonal  friends.  Itr.  Francis  I.  'tvheatly,   a  gentleman  of  influential  a.sso-

ciations  in Washington,   and  told  him  that  we wished  him  to  go  over  in  the

morning.     He  responded  with  the  most  willing  promptitude.   and  throughout

the  wliole  perioci  cf  anxiety.and  effort,   dctw'n  to  t+ie  last  moment,  manil-ested

the  -jitmcst   interest  and  zeal.

L{r.  Wheatly  and  myself-went   to  \'/ashington  on  Friday,   iH`ebruary

17.       T,'`7e  there  met  at   once  with  the  cooperation  of   several  gentlemen  from

New  York.  who  had  come  on  to  i:/ashington,   representing  the  anxiety  felt,  by

a  number  of  their  friends  in  the  former  city.    Acting  together  we  secur.ed

the  additional  -.rofessional  services  of  Hr.  0.  H.  Browning.  Ex-Senator   from

Illinois.   and  an  intimate  Derso-rial   friend  of  the  President.     In  the  meantime,

we  learned  that  many  othe2.s.   vel.y  few  of  the  names  of  whom.  we  were  able  to

ascertain.  had  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  case,  and  that  several  inter-

views  had  been had  with  the  President.    .T'i'e  learned.   however,   t-hat  among  those

who  sa;w  the  President.  `','ere,  I:r.  Mallory  of  Kentucky,   in  ccxpany  with  several

ladies,   and  Mr.  Hendricks   of  l{issoul.i.     Hr.   Browni]-ng,like  A:r.  Ridgely.
E=

entered  upon  the  case  not  only with  his  i]rofessional  ability,  but  with  his

personal  feelings   zeaiouslL,:  enlisted.    'iv!iile  iie  pl.er]al.ed  in  his  office  a

statement  to  be  laid  .Before  the  President.  we  invoked  the  infJ.uence  o±`  our

\



friends  in Congress.  and  irrmediately  placed  in  their  hands  an  application

asking  a  colmutation  of  .punishment.     To  this  application we  secured  the  names

of  more  than  ninety  members  during  the  day.     T}1e  Rev.  Dr.  Bullock.   of  Baltimol.e.

had  also  come  over  to  use  his  influence  in  John's  behalf..    T/e  heard  thl`ough

every  hour  of  the  day,  also,   of  the  interest  manifested,  and  exertions  made

by  others  -  strangers  to  us,  and  strangers  to  John.  exce`pt  so  far  as  he  v,.as

kncwn  to  them  by  the  aLxpreciation  they  had  formed  of  his  character..   and  by

those  s}mpathetic  ties  which  -unite  the  generous,  and  hightoned,  no  matter

what  may  be  the  differences  of  .oolitical  or  religious  creed.

Late  in  the  afternoon lEr.  Browning.   two  gentlemen  frcm  New  York.

and  nyself went  to  the  President.

Mr.  Browning  had  an  interview with  him  of  more  than  an  hour's

length.    Ire  told  us  when  he  returned,   t`nat  he  felt  assured  the  sentence

would  not  be  carried  into  execution  cn  the  next  day;   but  could  give  -ds  no

idea  of  tile  probable  periot-i  of   the  respite,  which  he  thought  would  be  granted.

Air.  Ridgely  cane  over  from  Baltimore  late  in  the  evening,   and  in

company  with  several  other  gentlemen v/ho  were  deeply  interested,  we  consulted

in lfr.  Bro`.ming's  office.   in  regard  to  the  further  measur.es  it  was  desirable

to  adoi,t.

On  Saturday morning.  February  lstll.  we  received  the  gratifying

intelligence.   that  a  resiiite  had  been  granted,  but  wiiether  for  any  particu-

lar  lengt}i  of  time.   or  indefinitely.  we  could  not  tell.    Err.  Browning  en-

deavoreci  to  see  the  President  during  the  day.   t`nat  we  might  be  informed  in

this  particular.  but  was  not  successful.     In  our  final  interview `I;ith  hip.

Browning.   on  Satu.rday  aLfternoon.  we  asked  to  }mow  fully  and  frankly  his

Opinion  of   the  prospect  bel`ore   \is  in  endeavoring  tc   secure  a  conrmutation

of  sentence.     He  told  `Lis  that  he  had  little  hope   that  we  would  be  able  to

accomplish  more  than  the  respite;   but  added  that  if we  could  obtain  the

ai.proval  of  Gen.  Pix.  he  felt  assured  the  president  would  commute   tile
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sentence.

]`ir.  ``-/neatly  and  nyself  returned  to  Baltimore,   leaving  Mr.  Ridgely

in Washington  with  the  assurance  from  him,   and  from Air.  Brcrming  that  nothing

there  should  be  left  undone.     From  Baltimore,  we  irmediately  proceeded  to  have

such  measures   taken  in  New  York,   and  such  considerations  connected  with  the

case  presented  to  Gen.  Dix,   as  would,  we  tl.usted,   i-nduce  him  to  recormend.   or,

at  least  a.r]prove  a  commutation.

On  Monday  morning,   February  20th.  Hr.  Mcclure  went  to  '.'/ashington  to

advise  with  Mr.  Ridgely.   and  hTI..   Browning,  while  I  remained  here  to  procure

letters  to  Gen.  'Jix,   and   to   others.  wliose  counsel  and  imf.I.uence  we  deemed

valua,ble.   should  it  be  f ound  necessary   to  go   cn  to   New  YorlK.     On  li.}onday  even-

ing   I  recL.ived  a  telegra]n  from  New  York  which  brif.rhtened  our  hc.oes;   on  Tuesday

evening-,   after  the   return  of  Hr.  Ridgely  and  ]`:r.  Mcclure  another,  whiczi  was

discouraginLr.     It  was  then  tho-nght  be-st  that   I   should  go  to  New  York  to  ascer-

tain,   if  possible,   the  exact  position  of  the  case  there,  we  iiaving  been  still

unable  to  learn  the  precise  character  of  the  resLrtite.

Hearing  at  a  late  hour  that  you  were  in  Baltirr,ore,  l{r.  I,toclure  and

myself  at   once  endeavoreci  to  find  you.   but  only  to  learn   that  you  had+eft

the  city.     I  i,',.ent   to  New  York  on  \T/ednesd&y  night,   and  soon  after  my  arrival

Thursday  morningcy;,   j!.ebruary  25rd.   I  was   startled  by  the  rumor  that  the   sentence

was  to  be  carried  into  execution  on  Friday,   =i`eb.   2/1th,   the  follcwing  day.     The

announcement  was  made,   I  believe.   in  but  one  of  the  morning  papers.   and  in

that  one  not  officially.     I  irmiediately  inquil.ed  at  the  office  of  that  paiper

the  authority  upon which  the  statement  appeared;   but  receiving  no  clear  in-

formation.  went   to   the  Head  i&uarters   of  Gen.  Dix.     I   there  found  tha.t   the

fact  confirmed  the  rumor.  and. that  the  order  actually  had  been  issued.     I

presented  my  letters,   and  had  an  immediate  intervie`r.r  with  Gen.  Dii:,   the

result   oi`  w'riich  convinced  me   tirat  a,s  far  as  'vve  relied  upon  him,   ''thel.e  was
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not"  -  in  his  own woras  -  "a  glealn  of  hope,"  and  that  there  was  no  hope  but

in  \'/ashington.     Other  appeals  to  Gen.  Dix  continued.   I  believe.   through  the

day,  I)ut  I  felt  t}iat  ny  own  personal  I`esources  were  exhausted,   and  that   I

was  helpless  for  the  accomplishment  of  any  other  service  than  the  discharge

of  those  offices  of.  £`riendship.  which  the  most  trying  hours  of  our  life  re-

quire.     Gen.  Pix  tendered  me  a  pass  very  promptly.   adding  at  the   same  time,

that  while  he  had  been  strict,   in  order  to  prevent  intrusion.   any  one whcim

Cai]t.  Beali  wished  to   see.  would  be  permitted.  to  go  to  the  Island.

I  at   once  telegraphed  to  our  friends  in Washington  the   information

I  had  received.  and  to  ldr.  Mcclure  in  Baltimore,   telling  him  to  send  l{r.

Ridgely  and  Hr.  ii/neatl}r  to  i,t/ashington.   and  himself   to  come   on  to  Now  Yol'k,

that  we  mig:it  both  be  -itrepared.  when  t;ne  last  hope  died,   to  carry  out  wiiat

had  been  our  purpose  frcm  the  tleginningcr  i  which  was.   sho-uld  it  be  impossible

to  arrest   the  coming  of  that  }io`ur.   to  at   J.east   share  it  '`t,'ith  him  if  rjermitted.

Those  gentlemen went   instantly  to  ti:/ashingt,cn.   and  in  common.  with  rna.ny  arm:ious

and  earnest  friends.   1a`Liored  to  the  last,  `as   if  for  a  brother  or  a  son.    Iiilr.

John  a.   Gittings,   of  Baltimore.  who.   fl.on  the  beginning  had  manifested  the

most  active  inte,r.est  and  kindest  feelii:g  in  behalf  of  .Tohn,  went   in  company

with ltr.  Ridgely.    ]`Irs.   Gittings.  Mr.  Hontgomery  Blair.   and  1,:r.  P,idgely  called

u.o. on  the  President  at  a  late  hour.  on  Thursday.   February  23rd,   evenin;=+     The

President,   `oy  his  messenger,   inquired  o€f  lfr.  Blair  the  purpose  o±.  his  visit,

sending word  at  the   sane  time  that  if  it  related  to  the  case  of  Capt.  Beall,

he  coultl  not  give  an  interview.     }\`'fr.   Brady  w+nt   on  from  I?ev  York  Thur.sriay  nigt;it  -

A,Ir.   Grifl-in,   of  Baltimore,  went  also   to  ',TJ'ashington  on  Thursday  afternoon.    Hr.

Brady,   in  company with  IIr..Francis  Blair  and  ltr.   Stabler  of  Montgomery  County

personal  friends  of  tile  President,   an(i  Mr.  'ivheat,1y,   called  upon Mr.  lincoln  at

an  early  hour  on  Friday  morning,  February  24th.     There  had  already b een  two

com.jtanies   of  gentlemen  to   se`e  hill  on   i,iic   sane  mission;  whet,her   they  procured

an  interview  or  not,   I  cannot   say  -but  l!r.  Braay  and  tile  gentlemen with  niIT,



were  informed  ty  tile  President's  private  secl`etary.   that  the  case  of  Capt.

Bea.11  ''was  closed,"  and  that  he  could  not  be   seen  any  furtiier  in  reference

to  it,

Mr.  Hcclure.   in  company  With  Mrs.  Basil  a.   Gordon.   reached  New

York,   fren  Baltimore,   on  jtictay  morning.    I`,:rs.   Cordon,   at  a  very  early  hour.

had  an  interview  with  Gen.  I)ix.   and  appealed  to  him  in  .Iohn's  beha.1f.   in  the

most  earnest  manner.

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  no  stone was  left  unturned  to  obtain  a

reprieve.   and  to  the  extent   of  a  short  I.es`.oite  these  efforts  wel.e  successful:

during  this  respite  every  legitimate  metins was  resorted  to  to  influence  the

President   or  Gen.  Dix,   either   of  ``irhcrm.  had  the  .y]ower  to   int?rpose  between  the

sentence  and  its  vict,im,  but  all  intercessions  were  vain.     i.`or  days  before

the  execution  the  President  closed  the  doors  of  the  Executive  i]alace  against

all  supi.1iants.  male  or  female.   and  :Tis   ears  against  all  a.ppeals,  whether

with  the  tongue  of  men  or  of  angels.   in  behalf  of  his  unfol`tunate  prisoner.

j±`rom  the  first  Mr.  I,incoln  had  responded  to  all  applications  for  his  inter-

•:iosition,   -''Gen.   I)1x  may  disTr?ose   of   the   case  =s  i-|e   :ilea`ses  -   I  will  not

interfere".     Gen Dix.   on  his  i]art.   replied,   ''All  now  rests with  the  Presi-

dent,   as  far  as  my  action  is  concernecl  there  is  not  a  gleam  of  hope!"    Thus

they  stood  as  the  I?illars  of  the  gallows,   on which  Beall's  fate  wa,s  sus-

.r)ended,   and  -cetween  them  he  died.     The  credit,   if  any.   in  resistinE±r  all

appeals  for  mercy  belongs  jointly.   in w}iole  or  in  part.   to  both;  and  .in

the  sane  manner,   the  infamy,   if  such  attach  to  the  exec-dticn,  I7ertains  in

the   same  undivided.   indivisible  estate  to  botll.     There  was  one  expedient

which  might  have  proved  successful  had  it  been  adopted:   that  was  to  have

purchased  the  more  influential  of  the  Republican  journals  of  New  York  cvel.

in  favor  of  mercy.     There  was   one   imf.1uence  tc  w}1ich  President  I.incoln  never

failed  to  yield when  strongl;,-directed  against  him  -  tile  voice  of  ills  party;



this  he  did  upon principle,  as  the  head  of  a  popular  goverr]ment.     It  was  in

response  to  such  partizan  appeals  that  .i`ish.  Ex-provost  Marshal  of  Baltimol.e.

who  on  conviction  of  open  and  shameless  bribel.y.   and  peculation was   sentenced

to  the  penitentiary,   obtained  pard.on:  while  Gen.  Paine.   founri  guilty  before

a  military  tl.ibunal  clf  otitraging  all  the  proprieties  of  war  upon  the  persons,

and  proi]erty  o±.  women,   child.ren.   and  other  defenceless  non-combatants,   suc-

ceeded  by  simila.r  means  in  propitiating  executive  clemency.    Unfortunately

neither  Beall  nor  his  friends  belonged  to  the  F`epublican.|]arty;  hence  the

doors  of  mercy  were  closed  against  him.



\

L
RAID   0N  IAKE„  REEF,

IIrmediately  on my  arrival  in  Canada  I  went   to  Col.   Thor_ripson

at  Toronto,   and  made  application  to  start  a  privateer  on  I.ake  Huron.    He
9

informed  me  of  a  i]1an  to  take  the  nutichigan  (14  guns)   and  release  the  Con-

federate  officers  confined  at  Johnson's  Island.     I  immediately  volunteered,

and went  to  Sandusky.   Ohio,   to  meet  Capt.  Cole.   the  lead;el..    We  arrar]ged  our

plans,  and  separated.    dole   s,tayed  at  Sandus.ny.     I  came  to  .\7indsor  to  col-

lect  men.   and  carry  them  to  the  given  p.oint.     On  AEonday  morning  we   started.

some   fl.om  I)etroit,   some   from  Sand`T,ticJ1,   some   fran  Amherstburgh.     Tthen  off

Kelly's  Island.   I   seized  the  "Philo  Parsons,"  and  mustering  my  men,   found

only  some  twenty  there.

We  went  back  to  Middle  Bass  Island  to  Drocnre  woc)d  and  wait

for  the  time  when  the   steamer  ''Island  Queen"  came  up,   and  we  took  her.     I

then  started  back  to  attack  the  LIichigan,  when  seventeen  of  my  twenty  men

mutinied,   and  refused  to  go  forward,   and  this  necessitated  my  tor.ming  back,

thus  abandoning  Cole  to  I)e  hung,   a  most  ccwariily  and  dishonorable  affair.


